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applications for waivers from the unattainable Reg. 31 
interim values that received preliminary approval by the 
commission on March 14. The final versions of these two 
regulations are scheduled to be approved by the commis-
sion on May 14. The EPA may decide to establish even 
tighter nutrient restrictions, as it did in Florida, if it does 
not accept these two commission regulations. The EPA 
will not make a decision on Reg. 85 or Reg. 31 accept-
ability until after May 14. 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment’s Water Quality Control Division regulates 
all aspects of state water quality in accordance with the 
Colorado Water Quality Act. The EPA exercises oversight 
over the division in accordance with the federal Clean 
Water Act and can establish its own tighter regulations if 
it determines the state has failed to comply with the Clean 
Water Act. 

Control Regulation 85 is the state Water Qual-
ity Control Division’s first response to EPA nutrient 
demands. It sets new discharge permit limits of 1 part 
per million (ppm), or 1 milligram per liter, for total 
phosphorus (TP) and 15 ppm for total inorganic nitrogen 
(TIN); these limits become effective for all existing facil-
ity discharge permits issued after July 1. These Reg. 85 
limits will generally be superseded in 2022 by the interim 
nutrient values for warm water streams specified in the 
Reg. 31 amendment—0.17 ppm for TP and 2.01 ppm for 
total nitrogen (TN.) 

The EPA has stated that it would prefer that the state 
immediately approve its warm water nutrient criteria—
0.067 ppm for TP and 0.88 ppm for TN—but has not yet 
made these criteria a federal requirement and mandate on 
the state. 
Note: Neither the state’s nor the EPA’s interim nutrient 
values can be achieved by any existing technology. 

There are different limits and start dates for new 
wastewater treatment facilities (WWTF) in Regulations 
85 and 31, but they will not apply to the three existing 
wastewater treatment facilities in the OCN coverage 
area:
•	 Tri-Lakes WWTF
•	 Upper Monument Creek Regional WWTF 
•	 Academy Water and Sanitation District’s two treat-

ment lagoons 
The Reg. 85 nitrogen limit is for total inorganic nitrogen, 
which is only one component of total nitrogen. The Reg. 
85 TIN limit will be easier to meet than the TN limits 
in the amendment to Reg 31. The actual TIN allowed by 
the new Reg. 31 TN interim value will be considerably 
smaller than 2.01 ppm. The interim nutrient values in the 
Reg. 31 amendment will not generally apply to existing 
wastewater treatment facilities until 2022, though some 
exceptions could apply as early as 2017. 
Note: The actual chemistry and biological uptake of total 
phosphorus and total nitrogen in aquatic ecosystems is 
quite complicated and not well understood—particularly 
the relationship between total nitrogen and algal growth. 
This separate controversy was not part of Tamburini’s 
briefing. 

Some of the items Tamburini discussed regarding 
nutrients and their impacts were:
•	 Total phosphorus consists of numerous inorganic and 

organic (particulate and dissolved) components.
•	 Total inorganic nitrogen is composed of ammonia, 

nitrite, and nitrate.
•	 The Tri-Lakes facility has always been very effective 

and efficient in removing ammonia, a toxic chemi-
cal.

•	 There are already nitrate and nitrite drinking water 
standards.

•	 Total organic nitrogen is composed of particulate, 
dissolved, biodegradable, and refractory compo-
nents.

•	 The current standard response variable used by regu-

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Family Horse Boarding
For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property. 

Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture & trailer parking. 
Grass hay fed. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 5/31/12.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

Suite A in the West End Center 
755 Hwy. 105  (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway) 

Yoga
    Pathways

Studio

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858 

Yoga, Tai Chi, Meditation 
& Private Classes  

Full Schedule Online 

Tri-Lakes Counseling Center

Melanie A. Rountree 
MA, NCC 

Professional Counselor 

Adolescents, Trauma, Couples, Family
236 N. Washington St., Ste 8 East, Monument, CO 80132 

Phone: (719) 201-3510     Fax: (719) 488-5920 

www.trilakescounselingcenter.com

Guitar
Lessons 

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles 

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology 
in Hollywood with 25 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435

Flowers & Hanging Baskets 
Fountains & Yard Art 

Perennials, Shrubs, Trees 
Professional Advice  
Delivery & Planting  

1615 SILVERSMITH RD 
634-3230

Just arrived!  FAIRY GARDEN ACCESSORIES! 

Treatment costs (Cont. from page 1)

May Special!
20% OFF 
any package  
if you attend a  

FREE demo

Call today to sign 
up for your  
FREE demo

Wed., 9:45 am 
Sat., 9:30 am 

or by appointment 

Check out our 
website for new 

services!

Gina Dickey, ATC 
Certified Athletic 

Trainer– NATA, 
Certified Pilates Mat 

and Reformer 
Instructor–STOTT 

PILATES

www.purplemountainpilates.com 
(719) 459-6989 • 835 Highway 105 Suite A  

(in the Garden of Infinite Vitality) 

We’ve moved!
Come visit us at our new 

location (174 Washington St.) 

$5 OFF
any class! 

(reserved before June 30) 
174 Washington St. 
Historic Downtown 

Monument 
(719) 375-3961

Brian Rigaud 
Commercial/Residential 

Interior/Exterior 
20+ Years Experience 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

(719) 648-6016


