
By Harriet Halbig
Several local citizens attended the Nov. 
20 meeting of the Lewis-Palmer Board 
of Education to express their concerns 
about new assessments administered last 
spring.

Board Vice President John Mann 
sent a letter to the community reminding 
them that the board passed a resolution 
last spring stating its opposition to federal 
mandates and the state requiring imple-
mentation of Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers 
(PARCC) tests. Twelve states and the 
District of Columbia are involved in the 
partnership.

Mann’s premise is that the district 
is the best judge of what is needed for 
its students to continue to excel, and the 
district’s standards are consistently higher 
than those of the state. Nonetheless, re-
fusal to participate in these assessments 
could have real consequences in terms of 
loss of grants and funding and a lowering 
of the district’s accreditation level.

For these reasons, Mann asked in his 

letter that the community continue to par-
ticipate in the assessments because loss of 
funding could impact curriculum and loss 
of accreditation could impact local prop-
erty values and the ability of graduates to 
gain admission to excellent colleges.

While the concern for loss of local 
control is real, Mann said in his letter, it 
is up to the state government to reverse 
the requirement to participate in these 
assessments.

The Board of Education held a meet-
ing on the day before the board meeting 
and many parents came to discuss the is-
sue. Several came to the board meeting to 
air their concerns.

The first of the citizens thanked 
Mann for his support of parent concerns 
but said that she had contacted several 
prestigious college admissions depart-
ments and was told that they place more 
stress on an individual student’s activities 
and achievements than on a district’s ac-
creditation. She encouraged the board to 
take back local control.

By Jim Kendrick
On Nov. 11, Don Smith, president of the 
Joint Use Committee (JUC) of the Tri-
Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility, 
noted that the meeting was taking place 
on Veterans Day and thanked all military 
veterans in attendance and all those that 
support the military. The JUC tentatively 
approved the fourth draft of the 2015 
Tri-Lakes budget. However, due to unre-
solved cost-sharing issues regarding the 
new total phosphorus treatment clarifier 
expansion, it remains to be seen if the 
boards of each of the three districts that 
own the facility will approve the 2015 
facility budget. 

The Tri-Lakes facility operates as 
a separate public utility and is jointly 
owned, in equal one-third shares, by 
Monument Sanitation District (MSD), 
Palmer Lake Sanitation District (PLSD), 
and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District (WWSD). The three-member 
JUC acts as the board of the facility and 
consists of one director from each of the 
three owner districts’ boards: Don Smith 
of Monument, Ken Smith of Palmer 
Lake, and Rich Strom of Woodmoor. 
Tri-Lakes accountant Jackie Spegele 
of Numeric Strategies LLC attended to 
better understand the technical and cost-
sharing issues that affect the 2015 budget. 
Several other directors of the owner dis-
trict boards, Monument District Manager 
Mike Wicklund, Palmer Lake District 
Manager Becky Orcutt, and Woodmoor 
Assistant District Manager Randy Gil-
lette also attended the meeting. 

Final draft 2015 
budget reviewed 

No members of the public were present 
for this advertised and posted budget 
hearing. The open portion of public hear-
ing closed without public comment. 

Tri-Lakes facility Manager Bill 
Burks proposed a one-time pay raise for 
an operator to replace compensation for 
mandatory overtime performed over the 
past 10 years that will be going away in 
2015 when another employee is hired af-
ter April. Strom and Ken Smith objected 
to replacing this regular and expected 
part of the operator’s pay for a decade. 
Mandatory overtime was budgeted and 
spent the last 10 years to cover at least 
one and one-quarter hours of operator 
presence every weekend day as mandat-
ed by the federal Clean Water Act. Burks 
plans to create a flex time schedule with 
three staff operators to provide daily cov-
erage within a 40-hour schedule for each 
of the three operators. 

Wicklund noted that this one-time-
only annual pay raise was $2,291. After 
a lengthy defense of his proposal to the 
Woodmoor and Palmer Lake district di-
rectors and managers, Burks’ pay raise 
request was cancelled at the direction 

See pages 31-36 for details of 
these and many other local 

events.
Wescott Fire Protection District Santa 

Patrol, Dec. 6 Antelope Trails 10:00 
a.m., Big R 10:40 a.m., Ridge Point 
Apts, 11:10 a.m. Bella Springs Apts, 
11:40 a.m., Angel Mist Park Apts, 12:
10 a.m.

 Kiwanis 9th Annual North Pole at Tri-
Lakes Arts and Crafts Fair, Sat.-Sun., 
Dec. 6-7 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monument’s Small Town Christmas, Sat., 
Dec. 6, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Breakfast with Santa at Monument Hill 
Conntry Club, Sun., Dec 7, 9:30 a.m.

Palmer Lake Yule Log Pot Luck Dinner, 
Tue., Dec. 9, 6 p.m.  

A White Bluegrass Christmas with Wire-
Wood Station at Tri-Lakes Center for 
the Arts Fri., Dec. 12, 7 p.m.  

Monument’s Small Town Christmas Holi-
day Open House, Sat., Dec 13, 10 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. 

Annual Palmer Lake Yule Log Hunt, Sun., 
Dec. 14, 1 p.m. 

Santa Visits the Woodmoor Barn, Sun., 
Dec 14, 3-6:30 p.m. 

Gleneagle Festival of Lights and Hayride, 
Sun., Dec. 14, 5-8 p.m.

Tri-Lakes Music Association (TLMA) 
presents “The Light of Christmas” by 
Phil Barfoot, Fri.-Sun., Dec. 19-21

Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI) Family Exploration Day 
Geology, Sat., Jan 3, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Community Emergency Response Train-
ing (CERT) Class, Thu-Sat., Jan 29-
31.   �

Local Events
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Above: The Lewis-Palmer High School Volleyball Team members are, from left, 
rear, Michaela Putnicki, Nicole Montgomery, Alexa Smith, Elizabeth Reich, Amber 
Matalus, and Lydia Bartalo, In front row are Aleyna Kennel, Elaine Thibadeau, 
Tylar Fugate, and Coach Susan Odenbaugh. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

(Continued on page 2)

Above: From left are LPHS Principal Sandi Brandl, National Merit semi-finalist 
Hanna Hartel, Superintendent Karen Brofft, and board President Mark Pfoff. (Not 
in attendance were Brian Boylen of Palmer Ridge who received a commendation; 
Bryce Herndon, Tyler Morgan, and Spencer Randell of LPHS who received 
commendations; and Benjamin McClung, a semi-finalist from LPHS. Photo by 
Harriet Halbig.
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The second person to speak was concerned 
about the confidentiality of records about 

students’ family and background informa-
tion and the fact that such information 

could be made available to contractors 
and others outside the district and at the 
state level. She said she does not believe 
the assurances that personally identifiable 
information does not leave the district and 
felt that parents were given insufficient in-
formation regarding the use of test results 
and other information.

A third individual agreed that the 
board appears to value its accreditation 
above the privacy of individuals. She said 
that the only way to protect privacy is to 
refuse to take the tests or refuse to answer 
questions regarding family and other per-
sonal matters.

A Monument Academy parent said 
that he felt that the Common Core State 
Standards homogenize the country, while 

local standards are more stringent and de-
serve the support of local parents.

He suggested that schools are obli-
gated to teach children, while the state is 
not required to implement the Common 
Core State Standards. He said parents can 
request a state opt-out form.

Mann responded that if many parents 
opt out of the tests (95 percent participa-
tion is required), the district could lose its 
level of accreditation. In that case, he said, 
some parents might choose to withdraw 
their children from district schools, thus 
reducing funding based on student count.

An unrelated parent comment in-
volved the value of the Area Vocational 
Program, through which students can 
attend classes at Pikes Peak Community 
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College to received college credit 
during their high school years 
and receive training in various 
fields. The woman’s daughter is 
receiving training in nursing and 
her son is pursuing criminal jus-
tice as a career. She commended 
the district for making such pro-
grams available.

Board President Mark Pfoff 
commented that the district pro-
vides a terrific education for its 
students and has told its teachers 
not to worry about PARCC but to 
teach as before, knowing that the 
district’s standards exceed those 
of PARCC. He said he is proud of 
how well-rounded the district’s 
education is.

Board Treasurer John 
Magerko commented that 
State Board of Education 
Chairman and state Rep.-
elect Paul Lundeen had met 
with the District Account-
ability Advisory Commit-
tee the previous week and 
said that there is discussion 
at the state level regard-
ing standards and privacy 
issues. People at the state 
level are aware of the fact 
that there seem to be too 
many assessments and are 
attempting to phase them in 
on a more gradual basis and 
perhaps consolidate some 
of them. (See related article 
on page 5)

Magerko also said that 
the Colorado Department of 
Education is addressing the 
privacy issues.

Superintendent 
update

District Superintendent 
Karen Brofft reported that 
she was pleased with the 
attendance at a recent busi-

ness leaders meeting. She said 
that a priority has been placed 
on creating internship opportuni-
ties for the district’s students and 
seeking experts who can speak 
about various careers.

Brofft also said that plans 
are being developed to hold a 
job or career fair where students 
could undergo mock interviews 
and learn to create resumes. A 
group of students is founding a 
group that could provide short-
term interns to local businesses.

Brofft also reported that the 
schools have developed a good 
relationship with the Monument 
Board of Trustees and that a 
representative from each high 

school is participating in that 
body.

She reported developing 
partnerships with such local enti-
ties as the YMCA and the Arbor 
Day Foundation.

Audit report
The Audit Committee found the 
district to be in compliance with 
all requirements, and the audi-
tors thanked Assistant Superin-
tendent Cheryl Wangeman and 
her staff for their cooperation 
and hard work.

The board decided to wait 
until the December meeting 
to approve the report, because 
intervening snow days could 
change some of the results.
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Assessment update
Director of Assessment and Gifted Education Lori Ben-
ton presented the results of the spring Colorado Measures 

of Academic Success (CMAS) tests in social studies and 
science. These tests were administered for the fi rst time 
last spring, with grades 4 and 7 taking tests in social stud-
ies and grades 5 and 8 taking tests in science.

The levels of achievement were “distinguished com-
mand,” “strong command,” “moderate command,” and 
“limited command.”

Benton said that these assessments are geared to 
post-secondary readiness rather than whether students 
are achieving at grade level.

The district exceeded the state’s achievement stan-
dards in all cases. The district ranked sixth for fourth 
grade, fi fth in fi fth grade, second in seventh grade and 
third in eighth grade for the state compared with other 
districts with more than 100 students. Benton said that the 
teachers were disappointed in the results and are looking 
for ways to improve the scores next year.

Benton said that achievement growth cannot be de-
termined because the test has only been administered 
once.

Exceptional Student Services update
Director of Exceptional Student Services Mary Ann Fleu-
ry reported that there have been good results in terms of 
improvement in scores by students with disabilities, no-

tably an improvement in reading and math in elementary 
school, math and writing in middle school, and reading 
and writing in high school.

Fleury said data are diffi cult to compare from one 
year to the next because students enter and exit the pro-
grams.

The department received a $12,000 grant due to its 
improvement and expects an additional $73,000 to be al-
lotted to the English Learner program, which serves 275 
students.

Communications update
Community Relations Manager Robin Adair reported on 
efforts to improve the current communications program 
following discussions with students, teachers, staff, par-
ents, and other community members.

The conclusions were to keep any messages brief, 
deliver any newsworthy information to the community, 
customize information based on the recipient, and make 
face-to-face contact with the recipient whenever pos-
sible.

It was decided that it would be useful to consolidate 
the various calendars available and make sure that district 
staff is kept apprised of all developments. In the near fu-
ture an online survey will be made available.

Recognitions
The board recognized the Lewis-Palmer High School 
Girls Volleyball Team for their state championship. This 
was the second consecutive championship year for the 
team, which has the best record in the country.

The board commended a number of high school 
students who received commendation as National Merit 
Scholars.

The board congratulated Lewis-Palmer High School 
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Quality Home Child Care 
Infant, Toddler, Preschool Program 
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after school, nights and weekends 
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Handbell Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 13 - 7:00 pm 

Monument Community Presbyterian Church 
238 Third St. - Monument, CO 

Bells/chimes/organ/brass/recorders 
and vocal selections 

FREE - Everyone is invited! 
Info: Betty Jenik - 488-3853

Guitar Lessons
All Ages � All Levels  

All Styles 

Pay for three lessons, get one FREE! 
New students only. One-time only. Good through 12/31/14.

Call Mike at 487-8435
Graduate of the prestigious Guitar Institute of Technology 

 in Hollywood with 20 years� Teaching Experience. 
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By Harriet Halbig
Current Chairman of the Colorado State Board of Edu-
cation and State Rep.-Elect Paul Lundeen addressed the 
District Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
at its Nov. 11 meeting regarding changes in funding for 
education.

Lundeen said that he would work in the Legislature 
to maintain local control of education.

The mechanism for controlling school matters at 
the state level is divided between the Legislature, which 
determines funding levels and policy, and the state Board 
of Education. The state board is composed of seven mem-
bers, one from each congressional district, and regulates 
standards, assessments, and accountability from the vari-
ous school districts. There are 178 districts in the state, 
each having authority over curriculum and use of funds.

Lundeen said that Gov. John Hickenlooper has re-
quested that $380 million from the state and $99 million 
from local sources comprise the budget for the 2015-16 
school year. The state portion of the funding will provide 
an increase of per pupil funding of $475 based on an es-
timated growth of 10,000 pupils statewide. Lundeen said 
that this is a one-time increase to partially compensate for 
underfunding over the past several years.

With this increase, per pupil funding in District 38 in 
2015-16 will be $7,100, which is still below 2008 levels. 
Lundeen also stressed that costs have increased since 
then.

The underfunding is described as a negative factor 
because it is a violation of Amendment 23, which requires 
that funding be increased on the basis of student count 
and inflation. The recent recession deprived the state of 
tax revenue, and therefore the required funding could not 
be provided. This one-time infusion of funds is an effort 
to compensate.

Lundeen stressed that money is not the most im-
portant factor in education, however. He said that good 
people and policy are critical.

Lundeen is opposed to national standards, saying that 
they overburden the system and cause loss of local con-
trol. He said that assessments should show how a state in 
doing in comparison with others, and to see how effective 
the teachers are.

He said that centralization of assessments could also 
result in loss of confidentiality.

Lundeen proposed that the Legislature re-examine 
all funding legislation such as the Gallagher Amendment 
(which determines taxation of residential and business 
real property), TABOR (which requires a referendum on 
any tax increase and limits the speed of recovery of the 
state economy), and Amendment 23 to arrive at a single 
plan for the future.

Bear Creek Elementary
Campus introduction

Principal Peggy Parsley said that Bear Creek Elementary 
School consists of 881 students in grades pre-kinder-

garten through sixth, including 11 percent on free or 
reduced-cost lunch, 5 percent English learners, 8 percent 
special education and 5 percent gifted students. The 
building opened in 2001 as Creekside Middle School and 
became an elementary school in 2010 after the two middle 
schools were consolidated into one.

Only one classroom in the building is not in use full 
time, she said. There are five classes at each grade level 
and the only accredited preschool in the district. The ac-
crediting body is the National Association for the Educa-
tion of Young Children.

Lewis-Palmer D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee, Nov. 11

State representative-elect explains school funding

Best
Dog

NOW OPEN

Training & Enrichment
Monument Plaza #203

719-648-9122
www.bestdogltd.com

Extended hours for 
the Holidays! 

counselor Larry Clouse for being honored by the Colo-
rado Council on High School/College Relations for his 
work.

**********

The Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer D-38 meets 
at 6 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month in the 

district’s Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The next meeting will be on Dec. 18.

 Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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The school operates on the principle of Character 
Counts, emphasizing caring, citizenship, fairness, re-
spect, responsibility, and trustworthiness.

Some programs that celebrate the achievements and 

character of students include the Bringing Up Grades 
(BUG) program for grades K through 3, the honor roll for 
grades 4 through 6 and recognition for perfect attendance. 
There are many before and after school enrichment pro-
grams and very supportive parents, Parsley said.

The school does not rely on door-to-door sales for 
fundraising and has been fortunate to receive iPads for 
the first and second grade classes from Neumann Sys-
tems, she said.

UIP introduction
Director of Assessment and Gifted Education Lori Ben-
ton explained the state-generated Unified Improvement 
Plan (UIP) document, which is the basis for evaluating 
the achievements and goals of each school. There is also a 
UIP for the district as a whole.

Benton said that part of the charge of DAAC is to 
review each UIP in draft form before it is submitted to the 
Colorado Department of Education. The committee will 
review two to three UIPs per meeting until April.

Each UIP provides scores from assessments from 
the previous school year and such statistics as the size of 
the free/reduced lunch population, those with disabilities, 
minorities, gifted students, and those with individual 
education plans.

The elements to be considered are the data and the 
trends it represents and whether targets have been met; 
challenges; causes of the challenges; and strategies to 
overcome the challenges.

Benton said that all of the schools in the district score 
sufficiently well to require a performance plan rather than 
an improvement plan.

One of the challenges in the coming year derives 
from the fact that last year’s assessments were being used 
for the first time, making it difficult to evaluate growth.

Benton said challenges and goals are presented in the 
form of data and narrative and must be research based, 
including funding sources and personnel involved in each 
solution.

**********
The District Accountability Advisory Committee meets 
at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month. Locations 
vary. The Dec. 9 meeting will be at Palmer Ridge High 
School, 19255 Monument Hill Road, Monument.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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of Strom and Ken Smith. There was JUC consensus to 
grant only a cost of living increase to the staff based on 
the Denver/Boulder index. 

A related discussion was initiated when Ken Smith 
stated that a comparison of Burks’ regular annual plan 
for giving operator bonuses to bonuses offered “in the 
real world” was required. Burks defended bonuses for 
his people because they are currently required to work 
full 40-hour work weeks plus overtime on weekends at 
a high level of responsibility under threat of severe EPA 
and state Water Quality Control Commission fines plus 
license revocation and prison time. Wicklund reviewed 
all the regulatory changes that have made running the 
facility increasingly more difficult and complex and 
Burks’ professional reputation throughout the West 
for running the facility in a superior manner for two 
decades. 

Ken Smith stated that he wanted to review the third 
operator to be hired before Burks makes a job offer. 
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Burks noted that this has 
always been part of his 
supervisory discretion. 
Burks reiterated that the 
need for backup of all du-
ties through hiring a third 
operator has existed for 
a long time, and will be 
even more necessary dur-
ing total phosphorus treat-
ment expansion project 
construction, particularly 
during sludge removal. 

Burks reported that the 
three bids for the new stor-
age building ranged from 
$157,750 to $199,180, con-
siderably higher than the 
$85,000 estimate from the 
consultant architect. The 
JUC rolled over the 2014 
line item for construction 
of the new storage building 
to the 2015 budget. Burks 
was directed to terminate 
the contract with architect 
Rick Barnes. The storage 
building will become an-
other bid option proposed 
by Tetra Tech for the total 
phosphorus tertiary clari-
fier expansion project. 

The proposed storage 
building will house a crane 
for installing/removing 
heavy sludge pumps as 
well as large equipment 
like a tractor and it should 
have a lifespan of many 
decades to match the in-
tended lifespan of every 
other existing facility 
building. 

A motion to approve 
the proposed 2015 Tri-
Lakes facility budget, 
as revised by the JUC-
directed amendments 
regarding limiting salary 
increases and postponing 
construction of the storage 
building another year, was 
unanimously approved. A 
separate motion to approve 
the corresponding 2015 ap-
propriation resolution with 
the JUC-directed amend-
ments regarding salary 
and the storage building 
was also unanimously ap-
proved. However, each of 
the three district boards 
must formally approve 
their 2015 district budgets, 
which contain their indi-
vidual shares of the annual 
facility cost, before the 
2015 JUC facility budget is 
finally approved. 

The 2015 budget was 
based on splitting con-
struction costs in thirds 
for the new chemical total 
phosphorus removal ter-
tiary clarifier expansion. 
However, the amount that 
each of the three owner 
districts will contribute 
to pay for their ownership 
shares of the new total 
phosphorus constituent 
plant expansion, as well 
as the method used to 
determine their separate 
shares of future phospho-
rus chemical treatment 
operating costs, was still 
being negotiated in sepa-
rate private inter-district 
meetings that do not in-

volve the JUC. 
Monument’s position, 

as stated at previous JUC 
meetings, is that each dis-
trict should pay the same 
percentage of the cost of 
expansion for removing 
the influent constitu-
ent total phosphorus as 
the amount of currently 
owned treatment capac-
ity for treating hydraulic 
flows and removing bio-
solid wastes and that each 
district should own this 
same percentage of the 
new chemical total phos-
phorus treatment capac-
ity of 280 pounds per day. 
This allocation of owned 
hydraulic capacity and 
biosolids treatment capaci-
ty is specified as follows in 
the Joint Use of Facilities 
Agreement which controls 
facility operations and 
funding plant expansions 
for new constituents: 
• Woodmoor – 64.28 

percent
• Monument – 19.79 

percent
• Palmer Lake – 15.93 

percent
Monument also be-

lieves it is fairest to all 
ratepayers in the Tri-Lakes 
facility service area if 
the three owner districts 
receive these same per-
centages of the $1 million 
state grant for design and 
construction.

Woodmoor’s position 
is that each district should 
pay one-third of the esti-
mated $2.32 million con-
struction cost of the new 
total phosphorus treatment 
equipment expansion for 
this new state and federal 
nutrient requirement, even 
though Woodmoor would 
still own 64.28 percent of 
the new total phosphorus 
treatment capacity of 280 
pounds (179.98 pounds 

per day). This position 
would require a subsidy 
of 13.54 percent ($314,128) 
by Monument’s ratepayers 
to Woodmoor ratepayers, 
and a subsidy of 17.40 
percent ($403,680) by 
Palmer Lake ratepayers 
to Woodmoor ratepayers. 
All three districts would 
receive one-third of the 
$1 million state design 
and construction grant to 
reduce their equal indi-
vidual $733,333 costs by 
an equal individual grant 
share, $333,333 each. The 
net cost by thirds would be 
$440,000 each. 

However, Monument’s 
position is if it has to pay a 
third of the total phos-
phorus treatment expan-
sion cost of $2.32 million 
($733,333), it should own 
a third of the new 280 
pounds per day phospho-
rus treatment capacity, 
which is 93.33 pounds per 
day. Monument believes 
that if it is only going to 
own 19.79 percent, or 55.4 
pounds per day of the new 
total phosphorus expan-
sion’s treatment capacity, 
rather than 93.3 pounds 
per day, then Monument 
should only pay 19.79 per-
cent of the estimated $2.32 
million construction cost, 
which is $459,128, a reduc-
tion of $274,205 from the 
$733,333 each that Wood-
moor wants Monument 
and Palmer Lake to pay. 
Monument’s position is 
that it would only receive 
19.79 percent of the $1 
million grant ($197,900) 
which would reduce its 
total 19.79 percent cost of 
$459,128 to a net cost of 
$261,228. 

The Palmer Lake staff 
and board appear to have 
approved paying a third of 
the $2.32 million construc-

tion cost ($733,333) to own 
only 15.93 percent of the 
new 280 pounds per day of 
total phosphorus treatment 
capacity, 44.6 pounds 
per day rather than 93.3 
pounds per day, though 
their representatives have 
not stated this at a JUC 
meeting. If Palmer Lake 
only paid 15.93 percent of 
the $2.32 million cost, it 
would only pay $369,576, 
which would be reduced 
by 15.93 percent of the $1 
million grant, ($159,300) 
for a net total cost of 
$210,276. 
Note: The state’s new 
Control Regulation 85 
mandates that facilities 
rated over 2 million gal-
lons per day (MGD) for 
influent wastewater flow 
would be required to meet 
a treated effluent discharge 
limit of 1 milligram per 
liter (mg/l) for total phos-
phorus. There were no 
phosphate limits when the 
existing Tri-Lakes acti-

vated sludge facility was 
designed and constructed 
in 1988, nor were there any 
EPA or state Water Quality 
Control Division or Com-
mission discussions at that 
time that there would ever 
be specific organic dis-

charge constituent limits 
for phosphorus in treated 
effluent in 1988 or later in 
1998 when the Tri-Lakes 
facility was modified. 
Tetra Tech has stated in 
its design and engineering 
proposal to the state health 

Equine-Facilitated Experiential Counseling 
A unique approach to dealing with trauma, PTSD, anger, 

grief, fear or anxiety, relationship issues & personal growth. 
Laurel Boyer, LPC, CHT, CHA, M.A. Counseling

719.210.0668 � www.gypsywindranch.com

SNOW PLOWING
Licensed and Insured
(719) 488-8634 
(719) 650-7252



Page 8 Vol. 14 No. 12Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME Page 9Saturday, December 6, 2014

department that there is no designed total 
phosphorus removal in the existing plant. 

The Control Regulation 85 discharge 
limit for total inorganic nitrogen (TIN) is 
15 mg/l, which the Tri-Lakes plant already 
meets because it was originally designed 
to remove ammonia, a constituent of total 
inorganic nitrogen. 

The entire $80,000 state nutrient 
treatment planning grant has already been 
issued to the Tri-Lakes facility and reim-
bursed by thirds to Monument, Palmer 
Lake, and Woodmoor. The state has indi-
cated that it will reimburse all design and 

construction payments made by the facil-
ity as soon as possible to ensure that all of 
these grant funds are disbursed before the 
May 31, 2016 deadline.

Financial reports
The financial reports were unani-

mously accepted as presented. 

New environmental 
attorney hired

Don Smith introduced environmental at-
torney Gabe Racz of Vranish and Raisch 
LLP in Boulder. Racz was a candidate to 
replace current JUC environmental attor-
ney Tad Foster of Colorado Springs, who 

will be retiring in early 2015. Racz has 
appeared frequently before the Colorado 
Water Quality Control Commission, and 
in the water courts and district courts, 
beginning in 2001. After his presenta-
tion, Racz was unanimously approved to 
become the facility’s next legal counsel 
to represent the facility to the county, the 
state, and the EPA on clean water matters. 

Racz represents special district, mu-
nicipal, and commercial water quality 
clients in every river basin in Colorado 
to the state on a daily basis. He has rep-
resented the City of Pueblo and several 
other municipalities in basin hearings, 
has coordinated state Water Quality 
Control Division basic standards stake-
holder workgroups, and represented the 
statewide Colorado Nutrient Coalition 
in limiting total phosphorus and total 
nitrogen limits in the state’s new Control 
Regulation 85 to a technically feasible 
and affordable level for the next decade. 
Racz is also a lead participant in state 
regulatory stakeholder workgroups that 
will be setting new limits on metals and 
organic compounds. 

Racz’s billings will be pro-rated to 
all his clients. This will reduce the direct 
cost to the Tri-Lakes facility for most 
of his representation––other than the 
facility’s permit review and Tri-Lakes 
facility testing requirement––to include 
standards, monitoring, temperature, and 
anti-degradation issues, which he is al-
ready working on for his other clients. 

Plant manager’s report
Burks also noted that the Tri-Lakes 

facility might have to spend up to an ad-
ditional $47,000 for in-stream and plant 
monitoring as part of its annual 2015 
contract with the Arkansas and Fountain 
Coalition for Rural/Urban River Evalu-
ation. However, at this time there is no 
Tri-Lakes’ commitment to participate at 
this maximum level for acquiring data on 
in-stream parameters through monthly 
metals testing, nor is there a financial 
commitment by Tri-Lakes to pay the 
full $47,000 to the coalition year. While 
some of this new testing could be done 
in the Tri-Lakes lab for this coalition 
project, metals testing would have to be 
outsourced to a testing lab at substantial 
expense. 

Wicklund and Burks reviewed the 
substantial and significant differences 
in aquatic life sampling methods used by 
the U.S. Geological Survey as compared 
to staff members of the state Water Qual-

ity Control Division. 
Burks gave a lengthy technical pre-

sentation on analyzing two failed whole 
effluent toxicity tests to isolate the non-
toxic cause of erroneously low human 
visual counts of reproduction of Cerio-
daphnia dubia by staff members of GEI 
Consulting, which performs the toxicity 
testing. Burks felt that this problem has 
been solved and there will be no fines or 
permit violations due to GEI Consulting’s 
procedural testing error. The red baby 
Ceriodaphnia dubia cells, which represent 
in-stream macroinvertebrates, were con-
fused with small red algae cells. 

There were never any toxicity issues 
with fathead minnow survivability or re-
production. This type of minnow is used 
in testing to predictably represent all fish 
life in the stream. 

In other matters, Burks’ discharge 
monitoring report and Control Regulation 
85 nutrients report showed that the plant 
was operating in a highly efficient and 
effective manner, well within all current 
regulatory and discharge permit require-
ments. 

Burks briefed the JUC on the staff’s 
first testing results for monitoring the 
amount of total phosphorus each of the 
three owner district is delivering to the 
Tri-Lakes plant in its raw wastewater in-
fluent. The samples were taken on Sept. 9, 
2014. Monument delivered 13.9 pounds, 
or 24 percent. Palmer Lake delivered 10 
pounds or 17 percent Woodmoor delivered 
35 pounds or 59 percent. These percent-
ages were roughly equal to the amounts of 
biosolid wastes delivered by the three dis-
tricts in September: 25 percent by Monu-
ment, 18 percent by Palmer Lake, and 57 
percent by Woodmoor. Further study will 
be needed to see if the current cost-shar-
ing formula for biosolids is close enough 
to use for total phosphorus to avoid the 
need for time-consuming negotiations 
over a new separate cost-sharing formula 
that could take years to finalize based on 
the time needed to negotiate the biosolids 
cost-sharing method in the past. 

Burks asked each district to approve 
the final Tetra Tech Design report that was 
submitted to the state health department 
on Nov. 7, 2014 and provide comments or 
errors to him and Tetra Tech. 

Draft discharge permit issued
Burks noted that he had received and 
forwarded the draft five-year discharge 
permit for the Tri-Lakes facility. The draft 
discharge permit undergoes a statewide 

review and comment period of 
30 days. Burks said he “couldn’t 
be more pleased” with the draft 
permit with the exception of a few 
items. He reviewed his and Foster’s 
discussions with the state health 
department and the redundant tech-
nical items he will be objecting to. 
Wicklund noted that the absence 
of a copper limit in the new per-
mit will save $7 million in copper 
removal equipment, after a joint 
investment by the three owner dis-
tricts of $500,000 in copper studies. 
The due date for Burks’ objections 
was Nov. 17.

The JUC went into executive 
session to discuss personnel matters 
at 12:40 p.m. No votes were taken 
during the executive session and 
the meeting adjourned immediately 
after the session concluded. 

****************
The next meeting will be held at 10 
a.m. on Dec. 9 at the at the Tri-Lakes 
facility’s conference room, 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the second Tuesday 
of the month. Information for these 
meetings is available at 481-4053.

* SELF-PAY, AFFORDABLE * 
Physical Therapy Services 

Is Pain Keeping You from  
Living Your Life?  

Call Laurel for 1-on-1 Care. 

Laurel Offers: 
� Gentle Dry Needling 
� Pre-operative and Post-operative Programs 
� Therapeutic and Sports Massage 
� Manual Therapy and Physical Agents for 

pain, spasm, and soft tissue injuries 
� Progressive Sports Medicine/Orthopedic 

Therapeutic Exercise Programs 
� Kinesiology Taping 

* Our practice is a perfect 
alternative for individuals 

with high co-pays and 
high deductibles! * 
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By Jim Kendrick
At the Nov. 20 Monument Sanitation 
District Board meeting, District Man-
ager Mike Wicklund reviewed a variety 
of problems that have occurred regard-
ing the district’s shared ownership of the 
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility. 
The other owner districts are Palmer Lake 
Sanitation District and Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District. These problems 
remain unresolved, making it difficult to 
finalize their total costs in the district’s 
2015 budget, the impact of these unde-
fined costs on other 2015 budget priorities, 
and the size of the fee increase needed in 
2015 to cover these additional expenses. 

The public hearing for the district’s 
2015 budget is scheduled for 10 a.m. on 
Dec. 18 in the district conference room, 
130 Second St. 

President Ed DeLaney’s out-of-town 
absence was unanimously excused. Trea-
surer Don Smith chaired the meeting. 

JUC update
Wicklund reported that Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility Manager Bill 
Burks had stated at the Nov. 11 Joint Use 
Committee meeting that a non-toxic cause 
had been found for three whole effluent 
toxicity test failures in a row in the third 
quarter of 2014. Baby ceriodaphnia dubia 
fleas are red and those inside of clumps of 
red algae had not been visually observed 
or counted by technicians of the GEI 
Consulting testing laboratory. The result-
ing lower counts than the actual number 
of baby fleas present yielded incorrectly 
low counts for both flea reproduction and 
survivability in the series of tests that 
determine toxicity for varying concentra-
tions of biosolid wastes. These incorrectly 
low visual flea counts by the technicians 
presented the appearance of a test failure 
due to some undetermined toxic element 

in the Tri-Lakes plant’s treated effluent. 
However, two passing tests in a row us-
ing correct counting procedures should 
resolve this issue without fines or other 
penalties, since no actual toxicity was 
detected. 

Wicklund also noted that the long-
planned construction of a Tri-Lakes facil-
ity storage building would be postponed 
for a fourth year because the three bids 
submitted were $157,000 or more while 
the amount budgeted at the recommenda-

tion of the facility’s architect was $85,000. 
The JUC contract with this consultant 
architect was terminated. The storage 
building will be turned over to the facil-
ity’s engineering consultant Tetra Tech to 
advertise as another bid alternative option 
for the total phosphorus tertiary treatment 
clarifier expansion project that will be put 
out for bid in 2015. 

Burks said a third Tri-Lakes Facility 
operator will be hired in April 2015 to 
handle the additional workload created 

Monument Sanitation District, Nov. 20

Tri-Lakes construction cost-sharing issues remain unresolved
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by the total phosphorus treatment clarifier expansion as 
well as all the added work being created by the numerous 
new regulatory requirements issued by the state health 
department. 

Wicklund noted the industry-wide difficulties as-
sociated with finding and retaining certified wastewater 
operators who now need the equivalent of a degree in 
chemistry and are willing to work as hard as this evolving 
job now demands in a far more difficult and complicated 
control environment that are far more challenging than 
those for a drinking water operator. 

For more information see the JUC article on page 1.

Mediation meeting scheduled
Wicklund stated that a mediation meeting for attempting 
to resolve cost-sharing issues between the three districts 
that own the Tri-Lakes Facility had been scheduled for 
Dec. 18 at the Inn at Palmer Lake. Wicklund said he 

would meet with the district’s attorneys Steve Mulliken 
and Larry Gaddis to discuss preparations for this media-
tion meeting and potential litigation issues. 

The board approved a $400 Monument contract with 
the Inn at Palmer Divide for meeting room reservations 
for this mediation session. Palmer Lake has offered to 
help pay this meeting room rental bill. 

2015 budget
Wicklund reviewed his latest draft of the district’s 2015 
budget. Board members recommended some small in-
creases and decreases for several individual line items. 
The 2015 budget public hearing had already been adver-
tised and posted for 10 a.m. on Dec. 18 and will not be 
changed by the mediation meeting at the Inn at Palmer 
Lake. A separate public hearing on the Monument 
district’s rate increase that will be needed to cover the 
increased cost of the total phosphorus treatment expan-
sion and potential litigation with Woodmoor and Palmer 
Lake is now required by a new state law. 

Treasurer’s report
Wicklund reported that no tap fees had been re-

ceived since the Oct. 16 regular board meeting. Some 
residential tap fees are expected from new construction 
along Old Denver Road. 

Since the cash summary for the last district board 
meeting, total disbursements were $47,749 and total de- posits were $56,699. Total cash on hand as of Nov. 19 was 

$828,254, including $244,761 in the First National Bank 
Capital Preservation Fund account, $403,946 in the Co-
loTrust Capital Preservation Fund account, and $28,021 
in the Integrity Series-2013 Loan account. 
The financial reports were accepted as presented.

Lien certification resolution approved 
The board unanimously approved a resolution to certify 
liens with the El Paso County treasurer that have been 
recorded against properties that are delinquent for six 
months or more. 

No progress on sidewalk dilemma
The Town of Monument recently installed a new sidewalk 
on the west side of district building as part of the town’s 
downtown sidewalk project. The town’s cement contrac-
tor did not comply with the specifications designed by 
the town’s engineering consultant, Bob Torres of Jacobs 
Engineering. The grade of the new sidewalk is several 
inches higher than the original sidewalk that was demol-
ished and replaced, creating a substantial tripping and 
icing hazard in front of the 2nd Street Hair Studio. 

The town has refused to remove and install a new 
replacement sidewalk at the correct grade and has sug-
gested building a railing along the trip hazard to force 
people to walk around this hazard. The town has offered 
no solution for the icing hazard its cement contractor cre-

ated by not following the Jacobs Engineering specifica-
tions. 

Vacation policy
Discussion of any revision of the district’s vacation 
policy was indefinitely tabled. 

The meeting went into executive session to deter-
mine positions for negotiating strategies regarding the 
scheduled mediation meeting at 12:05 p.m. 

The meeting came out of executive session and 
adjourned at 1:05 p.m. No votes were taken during the 
executive session. 

***********
The next meeting will be held on Dec. 18 at 8:30 a.m. in 
the district conference room at 130 Second St. The pub-
lic comment portion of the 2015 budget hearing agenda 
item will be held at 10 a.m. Meetings are normally held 
on the third Thursday of the month. Information: 481-
4886.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Top Selling Agent 
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By Nancy Wilkins
At a 4-1/2 hour meeting Nov. 13, directors of the Wood-
moor Water and Sanitation District (WWSD) considered 
providing non-potable water to the Brookmoor Estates 
Homeowners Association (HOA), listened to financial 
planners from Raftelis Financial Consultants, discussed 
increasing rates in conjunction with the draft 2015 bud-
get, continued negotiations with the HOA from Village 
Estates for a parcel of land, and scheduled a rate increase 
hearing on Dec. 19 at 10 a.m.

Brookmoor HOA requests 
non-potable water 

Representing the HOA for Brookmoor Estates, Russ Bro-
shous asked the board to consider providing non-potable 
water for irrigation to the Brookmoor area. Broshous said 
Brookmoor already has a water pipe the district currently 
uses to access lake water. 

Located south of Lake Woodmoor, Brookmoor 
Estates is lower in altitude than Lake Woodmoor, and 
this provides an engineering advantage when the water 
flows downstream from the lake. Broshous emphasized 
that the close proximity to the existing non-potable water 
pipe, plus the difference in altitude, provide a unique op-
portunity. While the board considers Broshous’ request, 
District Manager Jessie Shaffer indicated the board has 
directed him to draft a district policy in regards to provid-
ing non-potable water. 

Water report
From Sept. 30 to Oct. 31, WWSD billed 22.56 million 
gallons in potable water. Unaccounted water was record-
ed at 2 million gallons. During October, the district used 
both lake and well water for potable use.

Directors consider 
growth in planning rates 

John Gallagher and Robert Wadsworth of Raftelis Fi-
nancial Consultants presented a projected financial plan 
showing various rates extending to 2033. The rate model 
projects a conservative estimate of about a 3 to 4 percent 
increase per year in new residential accounts, and this 
expected growth in the district is factored into the pro-
jected income. In conjunction with Raftelis’ presentation, 
the board discussed keeping the $45 monthly renewable 
water investment fee at the same rate in 2015. However, 
the board is looking to increase other rates. 

Proposed rate increase includes both use 
and monthly fees 

The proposed rate increases can be found on the district 
website www.woodmoorwater.com. The base sewer 
charge for residential use would increase from $26.46 to 
$28.82 per month. The proposed residential use charge 

for 0-6,000 gallons of water would increase from $5.59 to 
$5.90 for every 1,000 gallon used. 

Developers expected 
to pay more

Owners of vacant lots and future developers will also 
be expected to pay more for availability of services. The 
board is considering charging $100 annually per vacant 
lot for water and sewer in 2015. Also in consideration is a 
three-fourths-inch multi-family tap fee for 2015 that is not 
to exceed $18,774.

Option to defer 
acant lot fee

During the discussion of how much the district should 
charge for vacant lots, District Manager Shaffer said there 
is an option for residents to defer paying the vacant lot fee 
until the lot is sold, at which time all past fees will be due. 
Office Manager Marsha Howland thought only a few cus-
tomers are currently opting to defer the vacant lot fee. 

 Rate increase hearing 
open to public 

At the rate hearing scheduled Dec. 19 at 10 a.m., the board 
is expected to take public comments and vote on the in-
creases. This meeting is open to the public. The district 
financial reports should be available at the office. 

Bond payment schedule 
considered in draft budget 

The board is looking at a revenue bond repayment sched-
ule, which is still in draft form. If the draft payment bond 
schedule is accepted “as is,” the district will pay about 
$48.7 million total over 22 years. The draft schedule 
shows an initial principal of $27.9 million and interest 
payments of $20.8 million. The last payment occurs in 
2036. The average cost to repay the bond is $1.9 million 
every year, starting in 2015. The Renewable Water Invest-
ment Fee (RWIF) of $45 per month is expected to be used 
to pay off the bonds. 

Financial report
The board unanimously voted to approve the financial 

reports dated Oct. 31. Significant income sources for 
October include $168,838 from the RWIF, $314,580 
from the Water Use Fee, $102,957 from the Sewer 
Use Fee, $125,192 from water and sewer taps, and 
$20,940 from the nutrient grant. Total income for 
October, as seen in the income statement, was 
$747,237. According to the income statement, the 
district has not received a payment yet from the JV 
Ranch lease in 2014. 

Total expenditures for October were $1.03 mil-
lion. Significant expenses recorded for October were 
a bond interest expense of $627,781, investment 
gain/loss of $83,031, construction $89,909, salaries 
$60,384, sewer treatment expense $32,156, utilities 
$31,472, Chilcott Ditch Co. $29,192, and professional 
fees $19,976. According to Shaffer, the construction 
expense went toward replacing a motor and pump 
for an existing well. The district does not show a 
bond principal expense being paid yet in 2014. 

The board went into executive session at about 
4:10 p.m. Before the meeting ended at about 5:37, 
the board gave Shaffer direction to provide an offer 
to Mel Plowman to extend a service contract agree-
ment for supplemental water service. Plowman had 
requested an extension to his contract.

As of Nov. 13, the board was in negotiations 
with the HOA of Village Estates for a parcel of land 
the HOA has requested to purchase. 

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Nov. 13

District forming policy to offer non-potable water

251 Front Street, Suite 4, Monument 
719.488.3550 � www.lillians.com/monument 
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By Lisa Hatfield
On Nov. 3, a 4 1/2-hour Monument Board 
of Trustees meeting included the approval 
of a zoning change from commercial to 
residential development in part of the Vil-
lage Center at Woodmoor and approval of 
the Mt. Herman RV Storage facility. New 
police officer Jonathan Wilson was sworn 
in by Lt. Steve Burk. About 40 members 
of the public attended the meeting.

Mayor Rafael Dominguez was ex-
cused, and Mayor Pro-Tem Jeffrey Kaiser 
presided.

New officer joins Monument PD
Lt. Burk swore in Wilson as the town’s 
new police officer. Wilson received a 
standing ovation from the gathered crowd, 
and his wife Ashley pinned on his badge.

Land use ordinance 
decision-making

Town Attorney Gary Shupp reminded the 
board and the audience of the quasi-judi-
cial process trustees must use in making 
decisions on development projects at Plan-
ning Commission and Board of Trustees 
meetings. Rulings on whether a project 
meets current town code must be made 
based on evidence presented at the hearing 
(such as polls of whole neighborhoods), 
not on personal opinions or emotions. If 
the quasi-judicial process is circumvented 
in decision making, the results could later 
be challenged in court.

Village Center at Woodmoor 
single-family homes approved

Planning Director Mike Pesicka presented 
four ordinances that would allow single-
family homes and associated open space 
and park areas to be developed in Village 
Center Filing 4A, where 330,000 square 
feet of commercial space were originally 
planned east of Knollwood Blvd., south 
of Highway 105 and north of Woodmoor 
Acres Drive. All four ordinances were ap-
proved by a vote of 5-1, with Trustee Jef-
frey Bornstein voting no on each of them.

The newly zoned Filing 4A is almost 
40 acres and will include 24 acres of 
residential lots and 7 acres of gross open 
space. The original Filing 4 also contained 
two lots southeast of Gold Canyon Road 
that will remain zoned commercial and 
will not be a part of this amendment to 
residential use.

At the Oct. 8 Planning Commission 
meeting, the commissioners approved the 

Filing 4A Second Major Amendment to 
the Zoning and Land Use Final PD Site 
Plan (4-1, Commissioner David Gwisdalla 
voted no), Filing 4A Replat (5-0), and Fil-
ing 4A Final PD Site Plan (5-0). (The an-
nexation agreement was not required to be 
heard by the Planning Commission.)

First, Pesicka presented the trustees 
with an ordinance approving a Second 
Major Amendment to the Zoning and 
Land Use Final PD Site Plan for Village 
Center Filing 4A. It would change the 
zoning for this parcel from commercial to 
residential single-family detached lots. 

Second, Pesicka presented an ordi-
nance approving a replat for the Village 
Center at Woodmoor Filing 4A from 20 
commercial properties to 128 single-fam-
ily residential lots and tracts for parks, 
open space, and trails. His comments 
included: 
• Water and sanitation service will be 

provided by Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District.

• The right-of-way would be owned by 
the town but maintained by the Vil-
lage Center Metropolitan District.

• A 1.63-acre park in the center of the 
development will be owned by the 
town and maintained by the hom-
eowners association.

• The replat included 5.37 acres of open 
space. A trail and landscaping would 
be installed between the 6-foot ma-
sonry wall to buffer future residents 
from Highway 105 and Knollwood 
Drive traffic noise. The wall will have 
openings so that residents can access 
the trail.

• Front yard setbacks are deep enough 
that cars can park in driveways in 
front of the garages without blocking 
the sidewalk. 
Third, Pesicka presented Filing 4A 

Preliminary/Final PD Site Plan defining 
the legal boundaries, detailed lot layouts, 
roadways, landscaping, drainage, access, 
maintenance, utilities, and right-of-way 
vacations for removing the roundabout. 
His comments included:
• The proposed net density of 5.28 

dwelling units/acre is compatible 
with surrounding neighborhoods. 

• The traffic circle on Gold Canyon 
Road south of Highway 105, which 
had been built in anticipation of com-
mercial traffic, will be replaced with 

a controlled T-intersection. 
• Jeff Hodsdon of LSC Transportation 

said one traffic signal may be installed 
on Highway 105 between Knollwood 
Boulevard and Lake Woodmoor 
Drive, either at Gold Canyon Road or 
farther east. 

• Traffic will be reduced by about 90 
percent compared to 2004 projec-
tions since single-family homes will 
generate significantly less traffic 
than would have been generated by 
a commercial use. The traffic can be 
handled by the Knollwood/Highway 
105 intersection, Pesicka said.

• El Paso County is in the planning 
phase to start widening Highway 
105 from Jackson Creek Parkway to 
Lake Woodmoor Drive. Construc-
tion might start as early as 2016. 
He said this should help with traffic 
generated by Monument Academy.

• The buffer along Highway 105 al-
lows room for future widening de-
signed by El Paso County.

• The traffic light at Knollwood and 
Highway 105 was retimed by the 
Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation in May 2014. 
Finally, Pesicka introduced an 

ordinance on the Annexation and De-
velopment Agreement for the Wahlborg 
Annexation and Village Center at Wood-

moor. This was to remove many of the 
existing development standards for the 
previous commercial development and 
add new design and landscaping standards 
to the proposed residential development, 
for the purpose of matching the zoning 
change language. 

Comments from the applicant, Kyle 
Campbell of Classic Consulting Engineers 
and Surveyors, and Pesicka, included:
• Filing 4A structures will be separated 

by 15 feet, which is more than in Vil-
lage Center at Woodmoor Filing 3A, 
which has 10-foot separations.

• The Fire Department did not mention 
concerns with evacuating this area 
during an emergency. 

**************
The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
Board of Directors meet the second Thurs-

day of each month at 1 p.m. at the district 
office, 1845 Woodmoor Dr. On Dec 19 at 
10 a.m. the board will hold a public rate 

increase hearing at the district office, and 
then is expected to vote on the rate in-
creases. Call 488-2525 for more informa-

tion, or visit www.woodmoorwater.com.
Nancy Wilkins can be reached at 

nancywilkins@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 3

Commercial parcel changed to residential; 
RV storage facility approved

Genworth Financial Inc. Sr Note 
� Rated BB+ by Standard & Poors 
� Interest paid semi-annually 
� Note is callable 
*Yield effective as of 11/20/2014, subject to availability and price 
change. Yield and market value fluctuate if sold prior to maturity. 
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC 

6.89%
YTM* 

Yield to Maturity due 9/24/2021 

236 Washington St reet ;  Monument ,  CO 80132 �  mat thew. lang@lpl .com

Parents and Grandparents 
Let me show you how you can turn $25 a 
week into college, a down payment on a 
house, and a secure retirement for your 

loved one. 

Patrick Daugharty 
Monument Insurance Agency 

(719) 650-7002 
www.trilakesinsured.com
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• Knollwood Boulevard 
may eventually be 
connected to the south 
with Jackson Creek 
Parkway.

Public comments in favor 
of the change in type 
of development in-
cluded: 

• Residential develop-
ment would create 
less traffic than would 
big box commercial 
development.

• Parks and trails will 
give more sense of 
connected community 
than is there now. 

• Having this area de-
veloped as residential 
property with finished 
parks would help it 
be a more cohesive 
neighborhood.

Public comments against 
the development included:
• Density of houses is 

too high. Homes will 
be squeezed in.

• If evacuation is re-
quired, streets will be 
jammed because there 
are not enough exits 
for all the neighbor-
hoods south of High-
way 105.

• Concerns about drain-
age of stormwater 
over roadways if 
retention ponds are 
replaced with houses, 

and shortage of snow 
removal locations.

• Citizens outside of the 
required 500-foot no-
tification boundaries 
were not notified.

• Converting from com-
mercial to residential 
land use will cost the 
Village Center metro 
district in fees that 
can’t be collected, 
so it will be hard for 
the district to repay 
bonds.
Mayor Pro-Tem Kai-

ser said the density was 
not in the board’s purview 
to consider. Trustee Jeff 
Bornstein expressed his 
concern about the town’s 
loss of commercial tax 
revenue. 

All four ordinances 
were approved 5-1, with 
Bornstein voting no,. Kai-
ser voted yes on all four 
ordinances, commenting 
that although he agreed 
with the concerns on den-
sity and the loss of prime 
commercial property, “I 
can see no ordinance that 
they have violated so I 
have no choice but to vote 
yes.”

Mt. Herman RV 
Storage replat and 
PD site plan ap-

proved
Pesicka presented two 
ordinances seeking ap-
proval for a replat and a 
preliminary/final PD site 
plan for the Mt. Herman 
RV Storage subdivi-
sion proposed by owners 
Thomas Penewell (pic-
tured above)  and Deborah 
Litgen at the northeast 
corner of Mitchell Av-
enue and North Monument 
Lake Road on the property 
formerly known as the 
Mountain Farmer. The 
3.98-acre property con-
solidates several parcels 

into two lots, 3.97 acres 
of which is zoned planned 
industrial development 
(PID) and would be used 
for the RV storage facility, 
which is considered light 
industrial use, similar to 
the commercial green-
houses that used to occupy 
the property. 

After almost three 
hours of trustees’ discus-
sion and public comments, 
the replat was approved 
5-1, with Kaiser voting 
against it, saying all the 
criteria had not been met. 
The site plan was approved 
unanimously with the add-
ed conditions that all ve-
hicles stored there be both 
licensed and operable. 

The two applications 
had both been approved by 
the Planning Commission 
on Oct. 8 in a 3-1 vote, with 
Planning Commissioner 
Missy Wood voting against 
them, with no reasons 
cited. See www.ocn.me/
v14n11.htm#mpc1008.

Pesicka and Penewell’s 

answers to trustees’ ques-
tions included:
• Types of recreational 

vehicles allowed 
are limited to motor 
homes and boats. No 
cars, trucks, open 
trailers, or mobile 
homes will be stored 
on the site.

• A 6-foot opaque 
wooden fence will 
surround the prop-
erty.

• Use will be restricted 
to daylight hours.

• Evergreen trees will 
be planted every 25 
feet along the fence. 

• No onsite repair of ve-
hicles will be allowed. 

• No overnight camping 
will be allowed.
Pesicka clarified for 

the board and the public 
that the Comprehensive 
Planning Map for future 
land use is a plan or vision 
for the town, but the offi-
cial zoning map is a bind-
ing legal document. Shupp 
also told the board the 

Above: Lt. Steve Burk, right, swore new police 
officer Jonathan Wilson at the Nov. 3 board meeting. 
Wilson received a standing ovation from the 
gathered crowd, and his wife Ashley pinned on his 
badge. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.
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Zoning Map, not the Compre-
hensive Planning Map, must be 
used to make a decision. (Note 
that zoning can be changed, as 
seen in the Village Center at 
Woodmoor decision at this same 
meeting.)

Penewell’s property is 
mostly zoned PID, which could 
also allow small offices or ware-
houses up to 50 feet tall.

For more information, refer 
to www.townofmonument.org/
d e p a r t m e n t s /
comprehensive-plan/ and 
www.townofmonument .org /
departments/maps/.

Two residents also spoke in 
favor of the proposed land use.

Public comments against 
the application included several 
business owners whose objec-
tions included:
• This is a backward step for 

the beautification of the 
town.

• The town led me astray. We 
never anticipated a storage 
facility as a permitted use 
for this land based on the 
Comprehensive Planning 
Map.

• I am concerned about my 
property losing its value.
Several business owners 

thanked Penewell for cleaning up 

the property when he purchased 
it and agreed that he had the right 
to do what he wanted to on his 
property if it met town laws. 

BRRTA repayment 
delayed

Kaiser said he spoke with Gov. 
John Hickenlooper regarding 
Colorado Department of Trans-
portation reimbursement to the 
Baptist Road Rural Transporta-
tion Authority (BRRTA) for 
expanding the Baptist Road in-
terchange (Exit 158) for the state. 
Kaiser said that Hickenlooper 
told him that available funds for 
state roads have been cut in half 
so further state reimbursements 
to BRRTA will not occur in the 
near future. 

BRRTA voters approved a 
temporary 1-cent, 20-year sales 
tax on Nov. 7, 2006 to pay for 
funding of the interchange 
expansion with $21.5 million 
of privately owned general ob-
ligation revenue bonds when it 
became apparent that the state 
would be unable to pay for the 
expansion in the foreseeable fu-
ture. This sales tax began on July 
1, 2007. This temporary sales tax 
will continue to pay the principal 
interest for the privately owned 
bonds that financed the $15 mil-

lion construction cost for the I-25 
Exit 158 interchange expansion 
project. The state has only paid 
back $3 million of the $15 mil-
lion BRRTA construction cost 
to date. 

Town manager’s report
Town Manager Pamela Smith 
said the town is advertising for 
a support services technician to 
support both the Planning and 
Public Works Departments, and 
a water billing technician. 

Connie Paillette will trans-
fer to the Finance Department. 
Bob Rummans will take on 
higher-level tasks in the Finance 
Department. “We will probably 
outsource some of the treasurer’s 
duties until we have the oppor-
tunity to conduct a comprehen-
sive search to replace the town 
treasurer/finance director,” 
Smith’s report said.

Town Clerk and Human 
Resources Director Cynthia 
Sirochman was unanimously se-
lected as the newest member of 
the Colorado Intergovernmental 
Risk Sharing Agency (CIRSA) 
Board of Directors; filling the 
10,000-and-below population 
vacancy. 

The meeting adjourned at 
10:50 p.m.

Lisa Hatfield can be 

reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Breakfast with Santa at Monument Hill Country Club!  
Open to the Woodmoor Community! 

Sunday, December 7th 
9:30 a.m. in the Dining Room. 

Santa will be at Monument Hill Country 
Club this year to take pictures with kids 
and families! Enjoy having Santa here 
while you also enjoy a delicious breakfast!  

Adults $9.95++ Kids $4.95++

Do you want to build a snowman? After 
breakfast, the kids get to decorate a 
cookie, build a snowman, and create an 
ornament.  

Reservations will fill up fast so be sure to RSVP for this event 
with food@monumenthillcc.com or 719-884-7233.

NEW at Monument Hill Country Club! 
Kids eat FREE  

every Tuesday Night at the Pub!* 
5 p.m.�9 p.m. 

Bring your family to our restaurant for 
our Kids Eat Free on Tuesday Nights!

*One free kids meal from the kids menu with the purchase of 
one adult entree meal. 

18945 Pebble Beach Way � Woodmoor 
(719) 884-7241 � www.monumenthillcc.com

Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 17

Water dispute with Palmer Lake 
discussed

By Lisa Hatfield
At the Nov. 17 Monument Board 
of Trustees meeting, the trustees 
heard from Awake Palmer Lake 
supporters, listened to residents 
from Trails End asking when 
the bulk water station would be 
moved, and received the El Paso 
County Extension Office’s sug-
gestions for improving the town’s 
urban forest. Maggie Williamson 
was named Citizen of the Year, 
and the LPHS Girls Volleyball 
team was recognized.

Mayor Pro-Tem Jeff Kaiser 
and Trustees Kelly Elliot and 
Stan Gingrich were excused.

Palmer Lake water 
litigation

Five Palmer Lake representa-
tives, including trustees and 
members of Awake Palmer Lake, 
asked to present their side of the 
story regarding pending litiga-
tion between Monument and 
Palmer Lake on a “water change 
issue.”

At issue are the water rights 

abandoned by the railroad in 
1957 but used by Palmer Lake 
to fill the lake until 2002, when 
the State Division of Water Re-
sources told the town to stop 
using the water since it did not 
have legal water rights to it. The 
legal dispute now has to do, in 
part, with the interpretation of 
“abandonment” and the type of 
decreed water use. 

Public comments included 
concerns about the negative ef-
fects of the pending litigation on 
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the neighborly relationship be-
tween the two towns, questions 
about why Monument taxpayer 
money was being spent on litiga-
tion when Palmer Lake hoped 
for a settlement, and reminders 
of how refilling Palmer Lake 
would be a benefit to the whole 
Tri-Lakes area.

Town Attorney Gary Shupp 
advised the board not to com-
ment on the matter because it 
was still in the litigation process. 
Monument resident and Palmer 
Lake Restoration committee 
Chair Jeff Hulsmann requested 
that the group be put on the Dec. 
1 agenda, since they had not been 
included on the Nov. 17 agenda.

Bulk fill water station 
still in place

Trails End residents, including 
Jason and Tammy Barber, are 
members of the task force work-
ing on removing the town-owned 
bulk fill water station adjacent 
to their homes on the northwest 
corner of Wagon Gap Trail and 
Old Denver Road. The station 
serves both construction custom-
ers and residents of Monument 
who need to buy potable water 
since their wells are dry.

The Trails End residents 
addressed the trustees with their 
demands to be given a “no later 
than” date on moving the large 
water tank station, and the truck 
traffic associated with it, to a 
location that is not in the middle 
of a residential community like 
theirs. For about 40 minutes, the 
trustees and residents discussed 
the issue and repeated their 
positions. See www.ocn.me/
v14n8.htm#mbot0721for back-
ground.

Mayor Rafael Dominguez 
and Town Manager Pamela 
Smith said that since they do not 
yet have a location to move the 
tank, they cannot make prom-
ises on when it could be moved. 
Dominguez said he is in com-
munication with the Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) about locating the tank 
at the original site the town had 
chosen, between the Conoco sta-

tion and Arby’s on Highway 105, 
but warned that CDOT is “the 
most bureaucratic organization 
in the state.” Smith said she nev-
er said the town would purchase 
new land for a site and needs to 
work with what it already owns 
or has donated to them for this 
use. Money has been set aside in 
the 2015 budget to pay for mov-
ing the station if a new location 
is found.

The Barbers said that the 
task force has been trying to 
help find new permanent or even 
temporary locations, but they 
felt its suggestions were not be-
ing seriously considered by town 
staff. “I am not going to wait 10 
years for this station to move. I 
am going to put my house on 
the market, and I am going to 
move where you guys (trustees) 
are, since the tank is not there,” 
Tammy Barber said.

Smith told Barber there are 
complications and constraints in 
town administration, and getting 
into the details (with citizens of 
the task force) is not a proper use 
of staff’s time. “I don’t think they 
should be told how to do their 
jobs. They know what they’re 
doing. We are looking (for a new 
location),” she said.

Smith said removing the 
station and going back to a tem-
porary hydrant is not an option, 
since the hydrant used the honor 
system instead of a meter and 
therefore lost revenue, and also 
because its location could cause 
traffic problems. Tammy Barber 
asked if it was worth upsetting 
the town for this small amount 
of revenue.

Another Trails Ends resident 
mentioned that after the housing 
developer north of the bulk water 
station installed a fence on the 
property line, it was evident that 
one of the new trees planted by 
the town to landscape around 
the station was installed on the 
wrong side of the line. Public 
Works Director Tom Tharnish 
said the trees were planted using 
the site plan as a reference guide, 
and now that the trees are planted 
and watered in, they cannot be 

moved without killing them. 
Tammy Barber said that the 
new trees promised by Smith in 
August were supposed to be 10-
12 feet tall, but the ones planted 
were just over 6 feet tall.

Town Clerk Cynthia Siroch-
man volunteered to do once a 
month follow-up with a desig-
nated point of contact on the task 
force to provide better communi-
cation on progress.

Tree inventory results
Sharon Williams, town gardener 
for Monument, said that the El 
Paso County Extension Office 
recently helped develop an urban 
forestry management plan for the 
Public Works Department. The 
results were a snapshot of the 
town’s cumulative investment in 
its tree population and goals for 
how it could and should look in 
the future.

County Extension Agent 
Barbara Bates explained the 
results of the 2013 survey by 
Colorado master gardener volun-
teers of 159 trees on town prop-
erty in parks and the commercial 
district downtown, including 
suggestions for improvements in 
town public space.

Bates said the advantages 
of increased tree populations 
included encouraging shoppers 
to stay downtown longer and 
reducing erosion and carbon 
emissions.

She encouraged the town to 

include a diverse, healthy urban 
forest as part of its growth and 
development, especially if com-
bined with Planning Department 
recommendations for new devel-
opment. 

Citizen of the Year
Dominguez presented local busi-
ness owner Maggie Williamson 
with the 2014 Citizen of the Year 
Award. He commended her on 
being a citizen that “really steps 
up” and is a very active member 
of community. She is a member 
of Tri-lakes Chamber Board, the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 
and the Historic Monument 
Merchants Association, and a 
loyal attender of town trustees’ 
meetings.

Dominguez then presented 
Town Manager Smith with a gift 
certificate and plaque to thank 
her for doing extra work since 
the town has no finance director 
right now. 

LPHS girls volleyball 
recognized

Trustee Becki Tooley congratu-
lated the Lewis-Palmer High 
School Girls Volleyball Team, 
which just won the 2014 Colo-
rado state championship and was 
ranked No. 1 in the nation by 
Maxpreps Sports.

Financial reports 
Smith presented the month’s dis-
bursements over $5,000, which 
were approved unanimously by 

the trustees:
• Triview Metro District 

– $146,900 for sales tax 
• NORAA Concrete Con-

struction Corp – $10,289 for 
additional curb and gutter 
repairs

• NORAA Concrete Con-
struction Corp -- $202,877 
for sidewalk project down-
town

• Nolte Associates – $14,211
• National Meter and Auto-

mation – $6,136 for meter 
replacement project
In the October financial 

report, Smith said year-to-date 
general fund revenues were 3 
percent ahead of what was ex-
pected, while expenses were 8 
percent under budget. She said 
it was encouraging that finances 
have improved over the last few 
months, since usually things 
slow down at this time of the 
year. Sales tax revenue collected 
was also better than expected at 
3 percent ahead of Oct. 2013. 
General Fund net revenue was 
over budget, which was good 
news, especially since last year at 
this time the general fund expen-
ditures were over budget. Year-
to-date water fund net revenues 
were under budget by $194,000, 
but this was better than last year 
at this time, she said.

Development Services 
report 

Planning Director Mike Pesicka’s 
comments included:
• The Lake of Rockies devel-

opment broke ground. Grad-
ing and seeding are the next 
phases.

• Promontory Pointe Phase 5 
is almost ready to have per-
mits issued.

• The first phase of the down-
town sidewalks project is 
done. Pesicka said, “We 
went with the plans and 
made some field changes 
that we thought were ade-
quate.” A final walk-through 
with CDOT occurred on 
Nov. 19. 

• The next phase of the side-
walks project in 2015 will 
be north of Third Street and 
portions of Beacon Lite.

• A Parks Committee survey 
on residents’ opinions about 
town parks received 433 re-

      Carol D. Games 
      Broker/Owner 
      970-846-5368  Mobile 
      719-539-1900   Office 
      719-539-1901    Fax 
      carolg@WesternMtn.com 

Timber Frame Cabin on 35 acres 
Trees-Views-Privacy-Wildlife 

IMMACULATE 

Quality Construction 

2200 Finished SF 

3 BR, 2 BA with loft 

Kitchen/Lots of cabinets 

Great Room with Pellet Stove 

1330 SF Unfinished  
Living Space/Garage 

30 minutes NE of Canon City 

Priced to Sell @$389,000

Call Carol NOW at  
970-846-5368.

Above: On Nov. 17, Town Gardener Sharon Williams presented a plaque to her mentor, El Paso 
County Extension Agent Barbara Bates, in recognition of valuable contributions to Monument in 
establishing an urban tree inventory system and making suggestions to improve the town’s long-
term forestry management. Photo by Lisa Hatfield
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By Nancy Wilkins
At the Nov. 18 Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
board meeting, the board considered selling Fire Station 
3, celebrated the district results from the firefighter chal-
lenge, announced the Dec. 6 Santa Patrol, and reviewed 
the draft 2015 budget.

Proposal to purchase 
Wescott’s oldest station 

Director Greg Gent presented a written proposal from 
a local developer to purchase Fire Station 3. Located at 
15000 Sun Hills Drive, the station is currently used for 
storage. Gent said the developer would like to renovate 

By James Howald
After tabling two agenda items relating to marijuana and 
a third relating to property inspections on Nov. 13, the 
Palmer Lake Town Council went on to approve the water 
augmentation plan requested by ProTerra Properties for 
its proposed residential development on Highway 105. 
The council also heard a report from Holly Schuler on 
the efforts of the Noxious Weed Eradication Team, and a 
report from Judith Harrington on the town’s fire mitiga-
tion grant.

Wells approved for ProTerra development
At the Town Council’s meeting in October, ProTerra 
Properties asked the council to allow additional wells 
to be drilled for its development of 15 5-acre lots near 
the Mennonite Church on Highway 105, the water being 
needed to support outdoor applications. Mayor Nikki Mc-
Donald pointed out that if the council denied the request, 
ProTerra Properties would have the option to de-annex 
its property from Palmer Lake and then request the wells 
from El Paso County. 

ProTerra Properties worked with town water attorney 

Harvey Curtis and reached a tentative agreement to pro-
ceed with wells that would tap the Denver and Dawson 
aquifers. A representative for ProTerra explained that 
septic flows from the houses to be built would replace the 
water pumped from the aquifers so that prior water rights 
would not be affected. Under the plan, each residence 
would have its own well, and each well would be limited 
to 1.5 acre-feet of water per year. 

The council voted to authorize the town to sign the 
agreement with ProTerra. Only Parks and Recreation 
Trustee Cindy Allen voted no on the motion. 

Noxious weed problem addressed 
Holly Schuler, co-chair of the Parks and Recreation Com-
mittee and leader of the Noxious Weed Eradication Team, 
updated the council on the team’ s efforts to eradicate 
hemlock, thistle, hounds tongue, teasel, mountain spurge, 
and knapweed in the Palmer Lake area. To date, her team 
has removed 4,032 pounds of the weeds, which drive out 
native plants. Because seeds are present, eradication ef-
forts need to be ongoing or the weeds will quickly return. 
The wet weather caused the weeds to flourish more than 

usual over the summer. The team hopes to introduce bio-
controls, such as insects, to slow down the noxious weed’s 
proliferation, but needs to find funding to purchase them. 

Fire mitigation not a one-time effort
Judith Harrington reported on the current state of the fire 
mitigation project. The town has spent $100,000 on miti-
gation work. Harrington emphasized that cutting once is 
not enough, and that mitigation must be maintained to be 
effective. The Coalition for the Upper South Platte, which 
allocates funding for mitigation work, wants to maintain 
its relationship with the town. Limbaugh Canyon, which 
is private property, and Lindo Road are next in line for 
mitigation. See related article on page 19. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

**************
The next meeting will be at 6 p.m. Oct, 9 in Town Hall, 
42 Valley Crescent. Meetings are normally held on the 
second Thursday of the month. Information: 481-2953.

James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Help Wanted 
Hope Montessori Academy  

is currently hiring 
ECT-qualified teacher  

(Group Leader) 
Current positions available are full-time in our 
preschool program. Candidates must have 
flexibility in scheduling - working until 6 pm 
may be required. If you are not sure if you are 
ECT-qualified, please visit this website to 
review requirements: www.colorado.gov/cs/
Satellite/CDHS-ChildYouthFam/
CBON/1251583638954. Click on "Early 
Childhood Teacher Eligibility Chart" on the 
top right.  

Candidates must be enthusiastic, warm, 
nurturing, kind, creative, individuals who have 
experience working with age groups 3 to 5 
years. Must be able to lift up to 50 lbs, stand 
for 30-40 minutes at a time, and sit on the 
floor with the children. Position is available for 
working with all age groups. Compensation is 
competitive and based on education and 
experience.  

Full-time employees receive health and dental 
benefits, sick pay, two weeks of paid vacation 
after 1 year of employment, and much more!  

Please email your resume to  
monument@hopeacademy.com, go to 18075 
Minglewood Trail to fill out an application, or 
call for more information. 

Highway 105 and 
Furrow Road 

719-488-8723
www.montessorichild.com

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Nov. 18

Board receives offer to buy Station 3

sponses. 
• Sanctuary Pointe development is under internal 

review right now and has extensive water issues to 
work through. 

Public Works report 
Tharnish’s comments included:
• Paving on Old Denver Road at Teachout Creek is 

almost done.
• Gazebo project material has been ordered for Lavelett 

Park.
• Water production for October was 19 percent more 

than in October 2013.
• Water gauges below the dam spillway are being 

changed from U.S. Geological Survey to Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources gauges, which will 
save money on maintenance costs.

Police Department report
Police Lt. Steve Burk’s comments included:
• All officers have done additional Taser training and 

night fire range training.

• On Nov. 7, two pedestrians were struck and injured 
by a vehicle in a hit-and-run accident on Jackson 
Creek Parkway near Lyons Tail Drive. The case has 
been turned over to the Highway Patrol. 
Burk said Chief Jake Shirk hoped to get back to work 

soon. Dominguez explained that Shirk broke his leg rid-
ing on an ATV, “so we are harassing him.”

Town manager’s report 
Smith’s comments included:
• Planner Morgan Hester has updated information on 

the town website regarding the zoning map and the 
comprehensive plan map.

• Receptionist Shannon Lacey has updated over 700 
cemetery files over the last year.

• Trustee John Howe was thanked for his work on town 
cemetery files and history.

Road safety questions
During public comments, resident Arlene Padilla said the 
street lights on the curve of the I-25 southbound exit 161 
were hardly ever lit and that this was a safety issue. Thar-

nish said he has already contacted CDOT due to numer-
ous complaints about those malfunctioning lights.

Padilla also said that the intersection of Baptist Road 
and Old Denver Road near the trailhead is very dark and 
unsafe for pedestrians crossing the road using the Santa 
Fe Trail. Pesicka said that county plans to convert the 
intersection to a large roundabout, and he will ask them 
what they propose to do about pedestrian safety in their 
design plans.

The meeting adjourned 8:25 p.m.
**********

The next Board of Trustees meeting will be held at 6:
30 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 15 at Town Hall, 845 Beacon 
Lite Road. Meetings are usually held the first and third 
Mondays of each month. Check http://monumenttownco
.minutesondemand.com/ to see future meeting agendas 
and packets. Information: 884-8017.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 
lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Town Council, Nov. 13

ProTerra development water plan augmented

Above: Firefighters from the Donald Wescott Fire Protection District compete in the Scott Firefighters Combat 
Challenge in Arizona and break the district record. From left are Dillon Misenhimer, Brian Kirkpatrick, Mike 
Forsythe, Aaron Nokia, and Curt Leonhardt. Photo by Assistant Chief Scott Ridings
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and convert the building into a 
residential home. The developer 
offered about $80,000. 

When Director John Fre-
dell suggested getting the 
property appraised, Fire Chief 
Vinny Burns said this could be 
done with funds appropriated to 
the legal section of the budget. 
Burns added the department 
would take account of the stored 
items at Station 3 to be kept or 
discarded and research the cost 
of constructing an aluminum 
storage building at Station 2. 

Wescott posts its best 

time in competition 
Returning from a firefighting 
competition that lasted several 
days in Phoenix, Assistant Fire 
Chief Scott Ridings said the 
district’s firefighters set a depart-
ment time record and placed in 
the top 50 teams. 

October run report
Ridings reported 184 calls for 
October, compared to 187 calls 
for October 2013. A dumpster 
fire was extinguished in col-
laboration with the Colorado 
Springs Fire Department, and 
one passenger vehicle caught 

fire. Most calls received were for 
emergency medical services. 

Santa Patrol 
Wescott firefighters will be at 
various locations around the 
district handing out treats for 
the Santa Patrol on Dec.6. Burns 
asks Wescott residents to check 
www.wescottfire.org for loca-
tions and times. 

Next board meeting Dec. 
2

Instead of having the board meet 
the third Tuesday of December, 
the next board meeting will be 
held Dec. 2, ahead of schedule, 

to allow the district time for 
the administrative activities re-
quired once the 2015 budget is 
approved. The board is expected 
to vote and approve the 2015 
budget on Dec. 2. 

Financial report
As of Oct. 31, totals for the bank 
balances were: Peoples National 
Bank $40,750; P.N.B. Colorado 
Peak Fund $180,095; Colorado 
Trust $439,407 and Wells Fargo 
Public Trust $629,887. The board 
made slight adjustments to sev-
eral line items in the 2015 bud-
get, including adding a projected 

$5,000 income from wildland 
deployment. 

*************
The Donald Wescott Fire Protec-
tion District Board of Directors 
meets every third Tuesday except 
in December. The next meeting 
is scheduled Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. at 
15415 Gleneagle Dr. Please call 
488-8680, a non-emergency 
number, for more information, or 
visit www.wescottfire.org. The 
district is also on Facebook. 
 Nancy Wilkins can be reached 

at nancywilkins@ocn.me.

� Coaching for everyone,  
every workout 

� Workouts for  
any fitness level 

� Increase strength 
� Burn fat 
� New workouts every 

month 
Get started today  

at your local Curves 

487-8783
gecurves@earthlink.net 

13800 Gleneagle Dr. 80921 
CURVES.COM � 1.800.CURVES30 

*Enrollment fee required. Offer expires 12/31/14 and 
requires joining same day as first workout for a 
minimum of 12-month recurring billing contract. 

Monthly dues waived through December 31, 2014. 
Enrollment fee and monthly fees vary by location. 
Valid for new Curves members only. Not valid with 
any other offer or discount. Valid at participating 

locations only. No cash value. 

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Nov. 19

New meeting location starts in January
By Lisa Hatfield

The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District (TLMFPD) 
announced Nov. 19 that because 
the temporary space it will begin 
leasing on Gleneagle Drive in 
January does not have a meeting 
room, board meetings will take 
place at Monument Town Hall, 
645 Beacon Lite Road, starting 
Jan. 28. The district asked for 
donations for its annual Santa 

on Patrol program and approved 
a fee waiver to Homes for Our 
Troops for a new home to be 
donated to a severely disabled 
veteran. 

Secretary Mike Smaldino, 
Director Bill Ingram, and Chief 
Chris Truty were excused from 
the meeting. 

Santa on Patrol needs 
donations

Santa on Patrol will distribute 

toys and gift cards to “our own 
local area kids” on Dec. 20. Do-
nations of unwrapped toys and 
gift cards can be dropped off by 
Dec. 19 to any of the three TLM-
FPD fire stations, the TLMFPD 
administration building at 166 
Second St., or the Monument 
Police Department. Both the 
Police and Fire Departments 
are involved now, President and 
Monument Police Chief Jake 

Shirk said.

Homes for Our Troops
The board unanimously approved 
a waiver of $755 for review and 
impact fees for a new home being 
built mortgage-free for a severe-
ly disabled veteran by Homes for 
Our Troops. Builder Kent Lersch 
is volunteering his time for this 
project for Sgt. Matthew Spang. 
See www.hfotusa.org and related 
story on page 27 for more infor-

mation.

2015 budget, 
billing, and fees

No members of the public spoke 
during the open portion of the 
public hearing for the 2015 draft 
budget, which was approved 
unanimously by the board. The 
board’s final vote on the 2015 
budget and continuation of the 
current mill levy is scheduled for 
Dec. 10. 

The board voted unani-
mously to approve an ambulance 
billing increase of 10 percent for 
2015, which Deputy Chief Randy 
Trost said would still cost less for 
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By Lisa Hatfield
“By the time a wildfire is racing toward your house, it 
is too late to fix it,” says Fire Marshal John Vincent of 
the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District. “Clear 
out excess fuels now, and set a good example yourself. 
Reach out to help your neighbors.”

Vincent encouraged neighborhoods to strive toward 
being “fire-adapted communities.” Wildfires don’t last 
as long and are less destructive where there are fewer 
trees and shrubs making “ladder fuels,” and the trees 
have been thinned so that the strongest can grow strong 
and tall.

On Nov. 1, Vincent told community members at the 
Emergency Preparedness Group of the Tri-Lakes United 
Methodist Church that the bottom line is that each per-

son can control how much fuel is on their property for a 
fire to consume. Mitigation must become a lifestyle for 
homeowners in the Tri-Lakes area, and it must occur 
throughout the year and there is always something to 
mitigate, Vincent warned.

During a wildfire, firefighters must do home assess-
ments in three seconds to decide if a home is worth the 
effort or is it “non-survivable.” If a home is surrounded 
with scrub oak bushes and dense thickets of pine trees, 
the home is “non-defendable,” Vincent said. “It puts my 
life in danger (as a firefighter) when you have too many 
trees on your property.” 

If a street is lined with scrub oak, it may become 
completely impassable during an emergency as the scrub 
oak burns, fire engines get stuck, and cars full of evacu-
ees get trapped. Clearing it back from the road can help.

A neighborhood with a Firewise designation means 
its residents have created an action plan that commits 
them to a sustained program of wildfire mitigation. They 
have begun a plan to make their own properties safer and 
then reached out to help neighbors. A Firewise commu-
nity has acknowledged that “It could happen to us, so we 
are going to take action now, while we have time.” 

Some developers understand the need for change, 
and they will both collaborate with nearby neighborhoods 
and build new housing developments that are already fuel 

mitigated before the homes are sold, Vincent said. For ex-
ample, Bob Schilpp of Higby Estates said residents have 
collaborated with the future Classic Homes development 
south of them and are helping with wildfire mitigation 
work along the shared property boundary, using Firewise 
methods.

See http://www.tlmfire.org/ready-set-go or write to 
jvincent@tlmfire.org for more information on your own 
property’s fuels mitigation needs or how to start a Fire-
wise group in your neighborhood. 

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 
lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Christmas Lights 
Installed
Licensed and Insured

719.258.7120

QUALITY AUTO REPAIR
SUBARU • HONDA • TOYOTA

and other ASIAN imports
Call today: 488-6729

707 County Line Rd., Palmer Lake
Mon-Fri. 7:30 - 5:30

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service
Good through 12/31/14.

HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS!

19710 Oslo Grove, Black Forest 
(719) 499-2440

Open Sat., Dec. 6, 13, and 20: 10-4 
www.tompkinsalpacapride.com

Grand Opening�Alpaca Yarn Barn

TLMFPD residents than does current American Medical 
Response contract billing in other parts of the county. 
The board also approved a new fee schedule for 2015 
based on the recommendation in Chief Truty’s memo that 
yearly increases are needed to offset annual increases in 
expenses.

Chief’s report 
Trost’s comments included:
• All fleet vehicles are repaired and back to routine 

maintenance status.
• Battalion Chief Dan Davis performed one-week 

training on Colorado Department of Transportation 
and Highway Patrol traffic incident management 
for north group chiefs, including how to use mutual 

response and coordinate with all other agencies that 
would respond to accidents on I-25. 

• The merger committee’s kickoff meeting happened 
Oct. 25, and 30 people from TLMFPD, Donald 
Wescott FPD, and Larkspur FPD attended to estab-
lish brainstorming committees for the possible larger 
fire protection district.

• The El Paso County Board of County Commission-
ers will conduct a workshop on Dec. 4 discussing 
language for a new burn ordinance for open burning 
of slash piles. Current burn ordinances only consider 
air quality, not fire hazard risks.

Financial report
District accountant Frances Esty said expenses were right 

on track, and overall revenue was considerably ahead of 
budget for this time of year, including a spike in impact 
fees collected from Vistas at Jackson Creek. 

The meeting went into executive session to discuss 
personnel issues at 7:15 p.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec. 10 in the Administration Center at 166 Second St. in 
Monument. The Jan. 28 meeting will be at 645 Beacon 
Lite Road. Meetings are usually held the fourth Wednes-
day of each month. For information, contact Jennifer 
Martin at 719-484-0911.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 
lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Community Wildfire Mitigation Plan meeting, Nov. 1

Work now to achieve a fire-adapted community

Above: John Vincent, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District fire marshal, encouraged all 
neighborhoods in the Tri-Lakes area to work 
toward becoming “fire-adapted communities” that 
could survive a wildfire. “Don’t wait until there is 
smoke in the air to do the work,” he said. Photo by 
Lisa Hatfield.
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Parents and Grandparents 
Let me show you how you can turn $25 a 
week into college, a down payment on a 
house, and a secure retirement for your 

loved one. 

Patrick Daugharty 
Monument Insurance Agency 

(719) 650-7002 
www.trilakesinsured.com

81st Annual 

Yule Log Pot Luck Dinner
Tue., Dec. 9, 6 pm

Palmer Lake Town Hall
Please bring a pot luck dish to share  
and place settings for your family.

Annual Yule Log Hunt 
Sun., Dec. 14, 1 pm

Palmer Lake Town Hall
The person who finds the Yule Log rides 
the log as it is hauled back to Town Hall. 
The winner also receives the first cup of 
wassil. Those not participating in the hunt can enjoy Christmas 
carols and stories told by storyteller John Stansfield! 

Join us at Johan Hair Studio Sunday, January 25, 2 pm 

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Nov. 14

2015 budget approved
By Jim Kendrick and Lisa Hatfield

On Nov. 14, the board of the Baptist Road 
Rural Transportation Authority (BRRTA) 

approved the proposed 2015 budget and 
2015 appropriation resolution.  Jennifer 
Irvine, engineering services manager of 

the El Paso County Public Services De-
partment, briefed the BRRTA board on 
the county’s plans for improving Baptist 
Road on the west side of I-25. Lori Seago 
of the El Paso County Attorney’s Office 
presented a county proposal for exclusion 
of the current BRRTA impact fee on de-
velopment.

An agenda item for a Natural Grocers 
request was added to the posted meeting 
agenda.  BRRTA District Manager Denise 
Denslow said that if any decisions were 
made at this meeting regarding Natural 
Grocers, they would have to be ratified by 
the board at the next BRRTA meeting since 
this agenda item was added after the meet-
ing notice was posted.

The members of the BRRTA board 
are:
• President Jeff Kaiser, mayor pro tem 

of the Town of Monument
• Vice President Darryl Glenn, El Paso 

County commissioner
• Rafael Dominguez, mayor of the Town 

of Monument
• Wayne Williams, clerk and recorder, 

El Paso County
• Dennis Hisey, El Paso County com-

missioner 
Williams was late due to traffic is-

sues.  Kaiser was absent.  Glenn chaired 
the meeting.  

Financial items
The board unanimously approved 
Denslow’s proposed list of claims and pay-
ments for a total of $37,733:
• $4,375 to BiggsKofford P.C. for the 

2013 BRRTA audit
• $17,195 to CliftonLarsenAllen LLP 

for accounting, district management, 
and sales tax administration

• $37 to Community Media of Colorado 
for miscellaneous expenses

• $5,442 to Spencer Fane Britt & Brown 
LLP for legal services and sales tax 
administration

• $255 to CNA Surety for insurance
• $6755 to T. Charles Wilson Insurance 

for insurance
• $3674 to the Town of Monument for 

impact fees
Some of the items Denslow noted in 

the Sept. 30 financial statements and cash 
position were:
• Road use fees to date were $366,503, 

up $251,503 from the $115,000 bud-
geted due to road use revenues paid 
by Goodwill Industries and Colorado 
Springs Health Partners

• Sales tax revenues, which are used to 
pay the bond debt, were $980,148 to 
date, down $346,852 from the $1.327 
million budgeted 

• The Dec. 1 debt service payment 
on the privately held BRRTA bonds 
will empty the current BRRTA debt 
surplus fund of its entire $109,770 
balance and also require a withdrawal 
of $49,487 from the previously un-
touched BRRTA debt reserve fund 
balance of $2.15 million
The Sept. 30 financial statements were 

unanimously approved as presented.

2015 budget and 2015 
appropriation approved

The board approved Denslow’s recom-
mendation to cancel the advertised agenda 
item for an amendment to the 2014 BRRTA 
budget and the advertised agenda item to 
for an amendment to the 2014 appropria-
tion because it “turned out” that neither 
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one was required.  

Background
On May 14, 2007, BRRTA issued 
$21.5 million in Sales and Use 
Tax Revenue Bonds dated May 
1, 2007, for road improvements 
to the state’s I-25 Baptist Road 
interchange. These term bonds 
bear interest at 4.8 percent to 5.0 
percent, payable semiannually 
on June 1 and Dec. 1. The bonds 
have a reserve requirement of 
$2.15 million to help ensure re-
payment to the private investors 
that own these bonds. 

The contract between 
BRRTA and the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation (CDOT) 
regarding the state’s promised 
reimbursement of BRRTA for 
the $16.8 million construction 
cost for the state’s I-25 Baptist 
Road interchange is contingent 
upon all state funds designated 
for this project being made avail-
able from state sources.  When 
state funding becomes available, 
CDOT will make incremental 
reimbursement payments to 
BRRTA. 

On Dec. 1, 2011, BRRTA 
made a $1.45 million extraor-
dinary redemption of some of 
these bonds using the extra 
capital projects funds received 
at the time of the initial $21.5 
million bond offer.  On June 1, 
2012, BRRTA made a $3 mil-
lion extraordinary redemption of 
more bonds using the first CDOT 
capital projects reimbursement 
of $3 million.   

Piper Jaffrey, BRRTA’s 
bond agent, is currently negoti-
ating with CDOT to refinance 
BRRTA’s remaining bond debt 
to reduce the interest rate to 
about 2 percent.  

Discussion
Some of the 2015 budget items 
Denslow pointed out to the board 
were:
• No BRRTA construction 

funding is listed for 2015
• Total budgeted revenue from 

sales and use tax dropped 
from $1.7 million in 2014 to 

$1.45 million in 2015
• The budgeted year-end debt 

service fund balance for 
2014 was $2.43 million and 
is budgeted to drop to $2.30 
million at the end of 2015

• The total debt service fund 
revenue budgeted for 2015 
was $1.35 million, however 
the total amount budgeted 
for 2015 was $1.48 million

• The budgeted 2014 year-end 
debt service reserve fund 
balance was $2.10 million 
and the 2015 year-end bal-
ance will drop further to 
$1.97 million 

• The debt reserve fund is cur-
rently more than sufficient to 
cover recurring shortfalls in 
sales and use tax revenue 

• Commercial construction 
within BRRTA may actually 

yield an increase in sales tax 
revenue that might lead to 
an increase the debt reserve 
fund 

Williams asked Denslow to re-
duce the budgeted 2015 general 
fund line item for accounting, 
sales tax administration, fees, 
and district management expens-
es to the same figures used in the 
2014 budget.

The 2015 BRRTA budget 
was unanimously approved as 
amended by Williams.  The 2015 
BRRTA appropriation resolution 
was unanimously approved as 
presented.

Manager’s items
The board unanimously approved 
the 2015 annual administrative 
matters document that includes 
numerous routine BRRTA op-

erational items such as meeting 
schedules, posting locations, 
board member names, and the 
designated election official.  The 
2015 CliftonLarsonAllen engage-
ment letter was also unanimously 
approved.

Baptist Road West 
capital projects update

Some of the items regarding 
construction on Baptist Road on 
the west side of I-25 that were 
discussed by Irvine were:
• A county road construction 
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bid was advertised on Oct. 22 for bids 
to be submitted by Nov. 18 for a De-
cember award

• Construction will start in February 
2015 and conclude in March 2016

• The estimated total project cost is 
$11.35 million, which includes the 
$8.35 million construction estimate

• The total current available funding 
total is $8.63 million with a potential 
to receive more PPRTA supplemental 
funding

• The county was successful in securing 
the $1 million Energy Impact Assis-
tance Grant from the Department of 
Local Affairs (DOLA)

• This DOLA grant will be adminis-
tered by the Pikes Peak Rural Trans-
portation Authority (PPRTA)

• The PPRTA contribution to this proj-
ect is $6.88 million

• The BRRTA contribution is $750,000 
and has been transferred to PPRTA

• A $900,000 contract for construc-
tion management/ inspection/testing 
services was awarded to CH2M Hill 
using a request for proposal selection 
process

• The Union Pacific Railroad has ap-
proved the design for the new bridge 
to be built over the railroad track

• The county is still awaiting receipt 
of the draft construction and mainte-
nance agreement for the bridge from 
the railroad

• The county’s utility reimbursement 
agreement for Mountain View Electric 
Association along with the requisite 
easements and license agreements are 
being finalized

• Property acquisition for needed right-
of-way from the Willow Springs and 
Dellacroce properties and utility ease-
ments from the Dellacroce property 
has commenced

• The Preble’s mouse habitat 404 permit 
work for the construction area has 
been completed

• The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) provided comments 
to the project submittal for A Condi-
tional Letter of Map Revision for the 
floodplain modification

• The county has responded to these 
FEMA comments and is awaiting ap-
proval from FEMA 

• The county is exploring possible op-
portunities to incorporate donated art 
in the center of the Baptist Road/Old 
Denver Road roundabout with Betty 
Konarski and Sky Hall of Tri-Lakes 

Views because no county funding is 
available 
Williams suggested that another 

$500,000 could be taken from BRRTA’s 
general fund balance if a low construction 
bid was submitted since there are no other 
planned BRRTA construction projects.  

Exclusion of BRRTA road 
use fee proposed by county

Lori Seago of the El Paso County Attorney’s 
Office presented “a broad conceptual pro-
posal” for exclusion of the current BRRTA 
impact fee on development.  She proposed 
having the county take over BRRTA’s 
administrative and operational functions 
through an intergovernmental agreement 
between BRRTA and the county.  

Seago said that landowners of incor-
porated property within the boundaries of 
BRRTA service area have been charged 
two different impact fees by both BRRTA 
and the county since 2012, when the new 
county fee was created.  The county 
charges landowners a road impact fee at 
the subdivision stage and then reimburses 
the landowners as they install roads.  Seago 
asked the BRRTA board to consider paying 
off its bonds using sales tax revenue and no 
longer collecting any more road use fees as 
BRRTA approaches the end of its foresee-
able road building program.  

Williams added that up to $75,000 in 
currently outsourced BRRTA administra-
tive costs could be avoided, but the county 
would also have to fund the annual BRRTA 
audit and self-insure BRRTA against any 
lawsuits or liability risks with no other 
available revenue stream.  He expressed 
concern that owners of new Monument 
Marketplace buildings would avoid the 
BRRTA road use fees, giving them an 
unfair advantage over the existing Market-
place property owners and that other com-
mercial property owners will delay con-
struction to see if they can avoid BRRTA 
road use fees.    

The board scheduled a special meeting 
of the BRRTA board at 2:30 p.m. in Monu-
ment Town Hall on Dec. 19 for further con-
sideration of this issue and possible reduc-
tions in expenditures to the 2015 budget.  

Potential grocer move to 
Baptist Road discussed

Dave Meyer, a development manager for 
Equity Ventures of Denver, discussed a 
potential move of the Natural Food Grocer 
store to a new 15,000-square-foot retail 
store on the vacant 1.7 acre lot adjacent to 
the northwest corner of westbound Baptist 
Road and the existing right-in, right-out 

three-quarter stub access between Jack-
son Creek Parkway and I-25 exit 156.  

Meyer requested approval of a modi-
fication of the existing Baptist Road me-
dian to allow cars to exit south from this 
existing stub access across three lanes 
with no new traffic signal to make a left 
turn onto eastbound Baptist Road toward 
the Jackson Creek Parkway intersection.  
All previous requests from a succession 
of now bankrupt owners of this property 
have been rejected by BRRTA and the 
county for safety reasons.  

Meyer said that Natural Food Grocer 
is going through the subdivision and re-
zoning process with the Town of Monu-
ment, as well as U.S. Fish and Wildlife.  
The new store would be the first one built 
on the vacant 42-acre site on the west side 
of Jackson Creek Parkway between Bap-
tist Road and Blevins Buckle Trail, which 
was formerly called Rowdao Drive (http:
//www.ocn.me/v7n3.htm#bot0205 ).  

Meyer’s major concern was that east-
bound customers exiting the site would 
have to go west on Baptist Road toward 
the I-25 interchange and find a place to 
make a U-turn if they wished to go east on 
Baptist Road.  He reviewed some options 
for changes to the existing Baptist Road 
median.  He did not say how these median 
modifications might be funded or what 
government entity should fund them.  

Consultant traffic engineer Jeff Hods-
don of LSC Transportation Consultants 
Inc. stated that the median is 30 feet wide 
with enough room for a vehicle to “find 
refuge” after waiting for a gap in west-
bound traffic to safely enter and wait in 
the median for a second gap in eastbound 
traffic to “finish the two-stage left turn.”  
.  

Hisey asked if CDOT was still op-
posed to this proposal due to the stub road 
being so close to the adjacent intersection.  
Hodsdon said CDOT’s limit was 520 feet 
and Jackson Creek is 750 feet to the east.  

Williams asked if this was a request 
for temporary or permanent change to 

the median.  Meyer said it was probably 
temporary.  

Williams cited the bad example of 
too many traffic signals being installed 
on Woodmen Road by the county, which 
resulted in the county having to go back 
and remove several of them.  

Williams noted that BRRTA paid 
the previous property a fee of $800,000 
as a financial settlement for permanent 
acceptance of this diminished access to 
westbound Baptist Road from the existing 
stub road on the south end of the 42-acre 
property.  

Developer Mark McPherson stated 
that the land was “purchased out of 
bankruptcy by the current owner,” and 
he was unaware of this $800,000 BRRTA 
payment.  McPherson said the project 
is $450,000 over budget and the current 
landowner gave his client a discount to 
reduce the project’s budget overage to 
$325,000.  He listed numerous significant 
unforeseen construction problems on the 
site.  

Hodsdon said that his study only cov-
ers the Natural Food Grocers store operat-
ing in isolation on the 42-acre site and did 
not take into account any other additional 
traffic that might be created if any other 
stores are built on this large vacant com-
mercial property.  

After an hour of discussion during 
which Williams pointed out numerous 
county examples of why this Natural Food 
Grocers proposal would create substantial 
and costly long-term traffic problems, no 
final decision was made regarding the 
Natural Food Grocers request.  

The board scheduled further discus-
sion of the Natural Foods proposal as an 
agenda item during a special meeting of 
the BRRTA board at 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 19 
in Monument Town Hall.  
The meeting adjourned at 4:49 p.m.

**********
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.  Lisa Hatfield can 
be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

past 18 years – Thank You!

We wish you a Happy Holiday Season!
Now offering recycling!

By Larry J. Oliver
Transportation updates, park im-

provements, and the county budget out-
look were the primary topics presented 

at the Northern El Paso County Coalition 
of Community Associations (NEPCO) 
membership meeting on Nov 22.

André Brackin, county engineer, 
gave an update of northern El Paso 
County transportation projects for 2015. 
Brackin explained that the Pikes Peak 
Regional Transportation Authority 
Capital Program revenue collection ends 
Dec. 31. However, an extension renewal 
of the program goes till December 2024. 
District 1 projects that are part of this ex-
tension include:
• Monument Hill Road: County Line 

Road to Woodmoor Drive; project 
estimate: $3.96 million.

• Highway 105: I-25 to Highway 83; 
project estimate: $18.31 million.

• Deer Creek, Base Camp, Micro-
scope: Monument Hill to Woodmoor; 
project estimate: $200,000.

• Beacon Lite Road: Highway 105 to 
County Line Road; project estimate: 
$4.36 million.

• Black Forest Road: Woodmen Road 
to Research Parkway (Joint Project); 
project estimate: $12.40 million.
Other capital projects include: North-

gate Road/Struthers Boulevard drainage 
improvements; Struthers Boulevard/
Gleneagle Drive Roundabout, and Gle-
neagle Transportation Enhancement 
Project.

Tim Wolken, county Community 

NEPCO, Nov. 22

County projects, budget 
outlook outlined
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Tri-Lakes Economic Develop Corporation Annual State of the Region, Nov. 20

Efforts to improve business outlook
By Allison Colburn

The Tri-Lakes Economic Development Corp, (TLEDC) is 
composed of volunteers whose mission is to expand the 
economic base of the Tri-Lakes region. On Nov. 20, three 
speakers at the third annual State of the Region luncheon pre-
sented information on current economic efforts at the local, 
regional, and state level.

Sam Bailey, the Regional Industry Development man-
ager at the Colorado Office of Development and International 
Trade (OEDIT), emphasized the importance of maintaining 
and expanding statewide industries and businesses. OEDIT 
is tasked with creating a positive business climate in Colora-
do, something that inevitably affects local business climates. 
Bailey announced the creation of Colorado Insite, the first 
online statewide asset map. The application, which can be 
found on OEDIT’s website, markets sites and buildings to 
prospective or current business owners.

Al Wenstrand, chief business development officer of 
the Colorado Springs Regional Business Alliance, spoke on 
matters regarding the economic climate of Colorado Springs 
and the surrounding communities. He expressed particular 
concern regarding Colorado Springs’ tendency to focus 
mainly on attracting outside business rather than fostering a 
culture that supports new and existing business. Wenstrand 
explained that, while attracting outside business is impor-
tant, overemphasis on non-local business is damaging to the 

region’s economic development.
Danette Lilija, president and chairman of the board for 

the TLEDC, Lilija talked about TLEDC’s current operational 
programs. The programs include initiatives to bring in out-
side business as well as developing business at the local level. 
TLEDC plans to work with the county and local communities 
to create a competitive business climate. 
The group intends to market the Tri-Lakes region to prospec-
tive stakeholders as a business-friendly region. Lilija also 
mentioned that TLEDC is looking for community members 
with a passion for TLEDC’s mission who would like to be-
come a volunteer board member.

Allison Colburn can be reached at 
allisoncolburn@ocn.me.

By Jackie Burhans
On Nov. 10, the Woodmoor Improvement Association 
(WIA) board discussed the 2015 budget, approved a small 
increase in annual dues, and agreed to set aside $100,000 
in an emergency fund. Board members also discussed 
road maintenance and postponed updating the governing 
documents until a new board is formed.

2015 budget
President Jim Hale requested approval of the 2015 budget, 
which the board has reviewed in work sessions. As part 
of the 2015 WIA budget, the board proposed a 3 percent 
increase in the annual dues. The budget including the 
dues increase, which will result in an additional $7.02 per 
home for a total of $241.02 per year, was unanimously 
approved. 

The projected income for 2015 is about $883,000, 
including the variable income from fees and rentals, with 
expenses estimated at $895,000 for a shortfall of $12,000 
to be covered from a carryover from the 2014 budget. The 
2015 budget can be found at the WIA website at http://
www.woodmoor.org/pdf-files/financials/2015Budget.pdf.

Emergency fund
Hale proposed establishing an emergency fund of $100,000 
to cover any unforeseen emergencies. He recalled a situ-
ation in 2009 where the Barn had a mold problem and the 
WIA had to cover $100,000 above the insurance payment 
to relocate and to do extensive mitigation and restoration 
work. This fund would prevent the need for a special 

assessment, but use would require board approval. The 
board would define the types of allowed expenses to be 
limited to insurance gaps, settlements, and catastrophic 
expenses rather than to cover overspending. 

Board member Mark Ponti noted that the $100,000 
would come from existing funds. Hale explained that this 
money had accumulated over many years in the WIA’s 
operating account and they now want to designate it for 
emergency funding and put it into a CD to better manage 
this money. The motion to establish the fund was unani-
mously approved.

A resident asked for an explanation of the need for a 
dues increase given that WIA has money to set aside for 
this emergency fund. Hale noted that WIA also has a re-
serve fund that is currently overfunded but it is projected 
out over 20 years to have a shortfall, so it has to contribute 
more to the reserve fund in the following years per a re-
cent reserve study. 

WIA has spent money over the past few years on de-
ferred maintenance on the Barn including furnaces, A/C, 
roof, siding, deck and parking lot—without needing a 
special assessment. For five of the past 10 years, the board 
has not raised dues, which results in $500,000 less than 
would have been assessed. Money is needed to add to the 
reserve fund for the future as well as to fund other items 
such as a small bonus pool for employees who don’t have 
a lot of other benefits. 

Other business
Highlights from the board member reports include:
• Hale reported that the Highway Advisory Com-

mission has sent forward a 2015 road maintenance 
plan to the county commissioners including some 
improvements to roads in Woodmoor.

• Hale noted that the board will defer any decisions 
on changing the governing documents until the new 
WIA board forms next year. 

• Chief Operating Officer Matt Beseau reported on 
the Community Association Institute (CAI) seminar 
he attended on Nov. 11 on marijuana and manager 
licensing. The primary focus was on condos with 
shared venting, recommending working with attor-
neys, and tracking upcoming legislation. 

• The CAI seminar covered a law requiring homeown-
ers association managers to be licensed next year 
subject some requested revisions. Beseau is sched-
uled to complete the test by Dec. 9.

*************
The board of the WIA usually meets at 7 p.m. on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month in the Barn at 1691 
Woodmoor Drive, Monument. Due to holidays, the next 
meeting will be on Dec. 17. Meeting minutes can be found 
at: http://www.woodmoor.org/content/admin-bod-meet-
ing-minutes.html once approved.

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Services Department director, described Ballot Issue 1A 
and park improvement projects. Wolken said that 1A gave 
the county permission to retain and expend $2.04 mil-
lion for maintenance and improvements at regional parks, 
trails, open space, nature centers, and open space acquisi-
tion. Projects utilizing these funds include:

• Pineries Open Space Project, Volmer and Shoup 
Roads. $600,000 (first phase)

• Black Forest Regional Park Renovation Project, 
Milam and Shoup Roads. $200,000

• Elephant Rock Open Space Project, adjacent to 
the New Santa Fe Trail / south of Palmer Lake. Cost to be 

determined.
• Countywide Trail Improvements. $145,000
Other planned projects include Fox Run Regional 

Park, $100,000, and New Santa Fe Trail Improvements, 
$50,000. �

Woodmoor Improvement Associate Board of Directors, Nov. 10

2015 budget has small dues increase and emergency fund
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By the Staff or Covered Treasures Bookstore
These enchanting new books are sure to bring smiles 
to the children in your life. Why not add a few to your 
Christmas list? 

Everything I Need To Know About Christmas I Learned 
From a Little Golden Book
By Diane Muldrow (Random House) $9.99
This Little Golden 
Book—for both 
adults and chil-
dren—looks be-
yond the holiday 
traffi c, hordes of 
visiting relatives, 
and excessive 
spending and 
eating to return 
to the simple joys 
of the season and 
the true meaning 
of Christmas.

The Fabulous World of Mr. Fred
 By Lil Chartrand (Fitzhenry & Whiteside) $10.95
Mr. Fred was Pierrot’s fi rst real friend. Every day, they sat 
together on a park bench and read from Mr. Fred’s invis-
ible book—tales of mermaids and dragons—that he had 
shared many years ago with his son. One day, Mr. Fred 
isn’t on their park bench anymore, but Pierrot discovers 
that all of his stories have been written down. Now, as a 
grown man, Pierrot takes his son on those same amazing 
adventures.

My New Friend Is So Fun!
By Mo Willems (Hyperion Books) $8.99
Old friends Gerald the Elephant and Piggie are back for 
another “teaching moment.” Gerald is careful. Piggie is 
not. Gerald worries so that Piggie does not have to. Gerald 
and Piggie are best friends. Brian Bat and Snake are also 
best friends. But what happens if one of the best friends 
fi nds a new friend? 

Blizzard
By John Rocco (Hyperion Books) $17.99
One winter day it started to snow, and it did not stop until 

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Great gift books for children 

November Weather Wrap

Letters to Our Community

November was much colder than normal overall, with 
about normal precipitation.  A record cold arctic air out-
break helped to push temperatures well below average for 
the month, with mild air and windy conditions to end the 
month.  Unfortunately, we just missed out on the higher 
amounts of snowfall with each storm that moved through, 
with the heaviest snow falling just a 100 miles or so north 
and south of us each time.

November started off about as expected with mild 
and breezy conditions on the 1st and 2nd to low clouds, 
fog, and a few fl urries on the 3rd.  Temperatures reached 
into the mid-60s with westerly winds on the 1st, about 
10° warmer than normal.  The cold that moved in behind 
the departing storm early on the 3rd kept temperatures in 
the 30s and 40s that afternoon.  This storm just missed 
us, moving about 100 miles too far north to really have a 
big effect on us.  Keep in mind, November is typically our 
driest month, with plenty of days with gusty winds as we 
transition from fall into winter.

A record cold air mass moved in during the second 
week of the month.  The inital cold front moved through 
around 11a.m. on the 10th.  Temperatures were mild 
ahead of the front, reaching the upper 50s to low 60s that 
morning.  This air mass was directly from arctic regions, 
as the temperature drop showed.  By 5 p.m. that evening, 
we were at 11°F, a drop of 50°F in six hours.  

Cold air continued to pour in from the north over the 
next few days, which allowed record levels to be reached.  
The high temperature on the 11th reached 17°F before an 
even colder push moved in.  Temperatures continued to 
slowly fall that afternoon, reaching the low single digits 
by midnight.  Temperatures continued to fall through that 
morning, with that 2°F temperature becoming the warm-
est we would see until the afternoon of the 13th.  Temper-
atures reached into the teens below zero before midnight 
of the 12th and stayed cold through the 13th.  The high on 

the afternoon of the 13th only reached 9°F.  
The cold air mass fi nally began to move out of the re-

gion to the east on the 14th.  Highs that afternoon reached 
the upper 40s, reaching above freezing for the fi rst time 
around 9:30 a.m. on the 14th—that’s almost four days be-
low freezing.  It was very unusual, because we normally 
rebound pretty quickly along the Front Range as westerly 
winds generally kick out the cold air within a day or two.  
Also unusual was the time of year this air arrived—pretty 
early compared to normal.  In fact, several record low 
maximum highs and record low temperatures were set all 
along the Front Range.  

Snowfall was minimal, with most areas around the 
Palmer Divide accumulating 2-3 inches during the cold 
snap.  Heavier snowfall occurred on the west side of 
Colorado Springs, down through Pueblo and southern 
Colorado and up in the foothills west of Boulder and Fort 
Collins.  

The brief warm-up on the 14th was short-lived how-
ever, as another cold front moved through on the morn-
ing of the 17th.  This air mass wasn’t quiet as cold but 
still much colder than normal for mid-November.  Tem-
peratures were in the single digits above and below zero 
from the 14th through the 18th, with another 1-2 inches 
of snowfall accumulating on the 15th.  The cold patter 
fi nally broke on the 18th, with highs reaching normal 
levels and slightly above by the 20th.  High temperatures 
climbed through the mid-40s on the 18th, the upper 40s 
on the 20th and 21st, peaking out in the mid-50s on the 
22nd.  

As usual however, the warmest temperatures oc-
curred on the west/southwesterly winds ahead of the 
next cold front.  This cold front moved through during 
the early morning hours of Sunday the 23rd, with snow 
fi lling in quickly.  By sunrise that morning, another 1-2 
inches of snow had fallen.  Cold air and a strong northerly 

fl ow continued to affect the region through that evening, 
and this allowed another band of snow to develop that 
afternoon.  This brief but heavy snowfall capped things 
off with another 2 inches of snow, making for a slippery 
commute that evening.  

Temperatures warmed slowly over the last week 
of the month, starting with highs in the low 40s on the 
25th and 26th, then warming quickly over the next few 
days.  Highs reached the upper 50s to low 60s from the 
27th through the 29th as mild air moved in from the west. 
Winds also kicked up at times over the last few days of the 
month.  A fi nal cold front then moved through during the 
early afternoon of the 30th.  The cold air with this front 
was very shallow, however, so the air mass slowly pro-
gressed from the lower elevation to the top of the Palmer 
Divide, with the highest elevations feeling the cold last.  
Low clouds fi lled in behind this front and a few fl urries 
fell to end the month.

November 2014 Weather Statistics
Average High   46.1° (-2.9°)

100-year return frequency value max  55.5° min 38.5°
Average Low   16.0° (-4.7°) 

100-year return frequency value max  27.5° min  14.1°
Monthly Precipitation 0.41” (-0.20”)

100-year return frequency value max 3.80” min  0.16”
Monthly Snowfall 7.9” (-1.3”)
Highest Temperature 66° on the 1st and 9th      
Lowest Temperature -15° on the 13th     
Season to Date Snow  9.0” (-13.4”) 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 10.74” (+0.52”)

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 1019 (+6)
Cooling Degree Days 0 (0)

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 35.  
Disclamer:  The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the views of 
OCN even if the letter written is an OCN volunteer

Firefighter frustrated with OEM move
I’m a former fi refi ghter who attended the fi rst two Board 
of Commissioners hearings on the rushed and hurried 
transfer of the Offi ce of Emergency Management from 
the Sheriff’s Offi ce to the county organizational struc-
ture. 

Commissioner Littleton was the only to vote against 
this short-noticed and highly-controlled process and deci-
sion of cramming the system into the organizational chart 

and then trying to scratch up a budget for what they were 
trying to pull off.

Any public comments were limited to three minutes, 
which frustrated us all, including the sheriff’s emergency 
commander who was working with Sheriff-elect Bill El-
der and a historic goodwill transition team of law enforce-
ment, fi re service and citizens’ preparation groups, poised 
to move out and fi x the broken system as close to the best 
as we would ever get.

Of course, all the county bureaucracy reps were 
given as much time to speak as they needed after the 
decision was made and our three minutes were so quickly 
spent. This was called a “working group,” by the way, and 
they were the operators who worked it all while we were 
fast-tracked.

In light of the way all this was handled, I ask, “Which 

disaster preparation group had the truest goodwill and 
the single mindedness to do the most effective job for us 
all?”

I made certain to let the board and those offi cials and 
citizens in the gallery know that no amount of hurried and 
mysterious reshuffl ing will ever create an environment of 
trust, functionality and hope for us all.

I also indicated that the fi re service members in this 
county are not at all happy to have their leader, Bill Elder, 
removed from the emergency management responsibili-
ties and sponsorship of their collaborative efforts.

Firefi ghters know best who they can trust and work 
with, and this county board will have a hard pull to gain 
the goodwill, openness, and trust that Bill Elder has got-
ten from the fi re chiefs.
Robert Unger   �Tammie�s Cleaning Service  

Dependable and honest with  
an old-fashioned work ethic!  My mission is  

to provide a quality service to you and your home.  
I charge reasonable rates and provide quality service 

with a personal touch to meet your needs! 

(719) 648-4725 
Let Me Do Your Dirty Work! 
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By Janet Sellers
Illusion is the first of all pleasures.—Oscar Wilde

Is it art, or is it an illusion, or is it an illusion of art? Is it 
an art gallery, an illusion, or the illusion of an art gallery? 
From holiday shops to big-budget movies (Tron) to Prada, 
Hermes, Godiva chocolates and more, pop-up shops are 
popular and lucrative all over the world. The short-term 
shops live for a day to up to three months to make the 
most of a season or a brand in a popular or fun location, 
usually with lots of foot traffic. And they are lucrative. 

The pop-up shops phenomenon has hit the Front 
Range in towns and storefronts, and it is quite popular 
here, too. Pop-up shops use a “shared economy,” meaning 
that they add to a current retail merchant with unusual 
merchandise, or beautify an otherwise empty retail space. 
They allow for great flexibility in ideas and a smaller in-
vestment of time and money. Some pop-ups are for art 
and retail, some are created by real estate firms and the 
like. It’s all about the moment and offerings. 

I first heard about them a few years ago, and I thought 
they were something like a craft mall or craft festival, but 
not at all. They are much more than that. They are top-
flight products and nice venues with an ephemeral time-
line. Many pop-up shops go from city to city or have an 
annual schedule (Halloween, winter holidays, Valentine’s 
Day, spring and summer shops).

Online artsy craftsy goodies at Etsy online, nice as it 
is, don’t really compare to the art and products available 
at a pop-up art shop, as many pop-ups are fine art and 
gallery works, and one can take their purchases home the 
same day. These pop-up venues usually have an elegant 
feel and particularly nice works.

The genre of sudden pop-ups as shops reminds me of 
the trendy underground clubs, when a music and dance 
venue is up for just one night, with a sought-after “in the 
know” required to know enough to attend, or at least have 
friends who know the whereabouts of such happenings. 
The fleeting nature of these events has made them all the 

more desirable and memorable. Worldwide, pop-up shops 
have become a nice mix of keeping local storefronts 
beautiful and busy, while offering local artisans a place to 
exhibit and sell their works. 

Our local Tri-Lakes art venues have that ephemeral 
joys’ flavor as well in their changing art exhibits and stu-
dio visits. The fine art expectation puts an extra classy 
spin on items that are original and unusual and locally 
made. For a taste of the “now” in local art, be sure to en-
joy these venues, and keep your eye out for pop-up shops 

as you drive around town enjoying the lights and festive 
decor. You can check the Facebook page “Local Holiday 
Pop Up Shops” (lists Front Range places) so you don’t 
miss out!

So get your local art gifts while you can—they are 

originals and limited editions that, once they’re gone, 
they’re gone! Here are some last minute ideas—go to 
these December art shows with a nod to great gifts:

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TCLA) member show 
runs through Jan. 3, with a wide variety of fine art, col-
lectable pottery, sculptures, photography, jewelry, and of 
course, music events. TCLA, 304 Highway 105, Palmer 
Lake.

Bella Art and Frame hosts a group of eight photog-
raphers in the show, “Snow Softly Falling,” expressing 
the beauty of the winter months. The gallery also has its 
niche walls of their member artists filled with fine art in 
paintings, sculptures, jewelry, fiber art, photography, and 
a gift shop, too. Bella Art and Frame, 183 Washington St., 
Monument. Through Dec. 24.

Wisdom Tea House art exhibit, “The Nature of Se-
crets” oil and acrylic alla prima paintings by Laura Reilly. 
Alla prima (Italian for “first attempt”) is a technique in 
which artists start and finish a painting in one go, and 
must paint wet over wet paint, usually oil, requiring a fast 
way of working, offering the urgency and excitement of 
a one-shot finish. Through Jan. 3. Wisdom Tea House, 65 
Second St., Monument. 

Monument School of Fine Arts: Artists and students’ 
Pop Up Holiday Shop—an ad hoc art show and gallery for 
art, vintage style crafts. Visit the above-mentioned Face-
book page for all info on venues and dates. The locations 
will vary in the Tri-Lakes area. 

Janet Sellers is a local artist and art teacher. 
Her paintings and public art sculptures are on view 
in Colorado cities. She can be reached via OCN at 

JanetSellers@OCN.me.

Photo credit correction
The photo for the weed eradication picture in the No-
vember issue of OCN was by Terri Watson, not Janet 
Sellers. Watson created the idea of “adopt a spot” and is 
instrumental in ongoing efforts for noxious weed eradica-
tion in Palmer Lake. �

it was halfway up the front door. At first it was fun. But 
four days later when the snowplows still hadn’t come, ra-
tions were running low. Someone had to take action. This 
beautiful picture book shows how one resourceful boy 
triumphed over a fearsome blizzard. Rocco is a survivor 
of the infamous Blizzard of ‘78 that covered his Rhode 
Island town with 40 inches of snow when he was a boy. 

My Grandfather’s Coat
By Jim Aylesworth (Scholastic) $17.99
When Grandfather came to America, he had almost 
nothing. But he worked hard, became a tailor, and made 
himself a handsome coat. He wore it, and he wore it, until 
it was all worn out. So what did he do? He snipped and 
he clipped and he stitched and he sewed, and out of all 
the still-good cloth of his coat he made himself a smart 
jacket. How many wonderful things can Grandfather 
make out of that old, frayed coat? Barbara McClintock’s 
heartwarming pictures celebrate the clever recycling of a 
beloved coat that lasts through four generations—until it 
becomes this story.

Spirit Animals Series
By Tui T. Sutherland (Scholastic) $12.99
In Book 5 of this “Read the book. Unlock the game” 
series, readers meet four young heroes and follow their 
quest to save Erdas. As the four navigate the crystal 
waters of the Hundred Isles, hounded by pursuers who 
always seem to know just where to find them, the team 
can’t help but suspect each other. There’s a spy in their 
midst, and before this mission is over, a deadly trap will 
close around them.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul
By Jeff Kinney (Amulet Books) $13.95
The latest in this beloved series finds the Heffleys on a 
journey that starts off full of promise but quickly takes 
several wrong turns. Gas station bathrooms, crazed 
seagulls, a fender bender, and a runaway pig—not exactly 
Greg’s idea of a good time. But even the worst road trip 
can turn into an adventure, and this is one the Heffleys 
won’t soon forget.

I Am Malala
By Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick (Little, 
Brown) $17
In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, 
Malala’s powerful story shows how one young person can 
make a difference. At the risk of nearly losing her life, 
Malala stood up for education and changed the world. She 
has become an international symbol of peaceful protest 
and was the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize nominee.

The saying, “A book is a present you can open again 
and again,” is especially true for children. They enjoy 
rereading favorite stories and admiring colorful illus-
trations over and over. Until next month, and next year, 
happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures Bookstore can be con-
tacted at books@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Nov. 20

Jedediah Smith, early mountain man
By Tom VanWormer

Members and friends of the Palmer Lake Historical Soci-
ety enjoyed listening and learning from Dave Wallace, a 
noted re-enactor and former high school history teacher, 
about the mountain men in the Rocky Mountains from the 
time of the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1803-4 until the 
late 1840s when the frontier line of America moved west. 

At the society’s November meeting, Wallace intro-
duced Jedediah Smith, who was dressed in his buckskins 
and moccasins with his animal-based hat. He also brought 
the tools of his trade to allow the audience to learn about 
the importance of these early multi-tools and his ability to 
adapt these tools to survive for many years in the wild.

Very early on in the beaver pelt trade, the mountain 
men and the buyers from the outposts along the Missis-
sippi River realized that too much time was wasted when 
the mountain men would transport their pelts back to 

civilization, sell them, get into trouble in civilization, 
and then return to the mountains to start trapping again. 
So the buyers would go each summer into the mountains 
with their wagons, supplies, and trade goods to a ren-
dezvous to cut down the trapping time and allow a week 
for the mountain men to see old friends, get rip-roaring 
drunk, and become rich for a very short time.

It turned out that Jedediah as a mountain man had 
multiple wives who would habitat with him based upon 
which Indian tribe he was living with at the time. The 
Indian wives were a joint survival tool in addition to a 
spouse. They were usually daughters or close relatives of 
the chiefs of the tribe with a duty to “ensure Jedediah did 
nothing to damage the tribe.” The wives generally would 
not leave tribal lands, so when Jedediah would move on, 
the wife remained with her tribe. 

Jedediah always ensured his wives had a good sup-

ply of steel tools, trade goods, and lots of brightly colored 
cloth so they could exhibit an exalted position among the 
women of the tribe. This trait ensured his position of trust 
with all the tribes in whose territories he trapped and en-
sured the chief was an ally over the years.

The audience, consisting of Cub Scouts, interested 
seniors, and a large group in-between, was treated to a 
large number of tall tales, refreshments and a very de-
tailed question and answer time along with a chance to 
be photographed with the tools of Jedediah’s trade. This 
was the last presentation for the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society until 7 p.m. on Jan. 15 at the Palmer Lake Town 
Hall for the Annual PLHS/LVM Potluck and election of 
the officers of the society. The members and visitors are 
asked to provide the vegetables, side dishes, and desserts 
while the society will provide the meat. �

Above: Maggie Williamson, owner of Bella Art and 
Frame, is pictured with the shop’s December art 
show, “Snow Softly Falling.” Williamson recently 
was awarded Citizen of the Year by the Town of 
Monument. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Art Matters

Pop-ups and pleasures: gifts in art
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Left: With the help of the 
Plumbers & Pipefitters 
Union Local 58 and the 
American Legion Post 
9-11, Legacy Sertoma 
recently was able to 
send a $1500 check to 
Homes For Our Troops.  
Pictured (L-R) Dave 
Cooper representing 
Local 58, Legacy 
Sertoma President Jim 
Fitzpatrick, and Col 
(Ret) Janet Ferrin of 
Post 9-11. Photo by 
Legacy Sertoma Club.

Lights. Camera. Action. “It takes a village”—or in this case a theater company. 
Palmer Ridge High School Bear Necessity Theatre Company presented Hello 
Dolly! on Nov. 13, 14, and 15 at the Palmer Ridge High School auditorium . 
The crew—choreographers, musicians, producers, directors, chorus members, 
costume designers, sound designers, actors, singers, dancers, stage managers, 
light crew, stage crew, construction crew, stage run crew, tech crew, props crew, 
makeup crew—performed with a smile and delighted the audience. Palmer 
Ridge students not only designed and built the sets but also hustled to make 
set changes as necessary, accommodating the numerous actors, singers, and 
dancers on stage. The live orchestra added another element of professionalism. 
Photos by Michael Justice.

By David Futey
On Nov. 8, the Western Museum of Min-
ing & Industry (WMMI) hosted Noel 
Maurer, associate professor of Interna-
tional Affairs and International Business 
at George Washington University. In 
2010, Maurer authored the book The Big 
Ditch, which describes the multifaceted 
political history of the Panama Canal. 
This year marks the 100th anniversary of 
the canal’s completion, and controversy 

still remains over historic and present day 
United States involvement. 

Maurer described France’s initial 
development of the canal in 1881 and how 
it treated it as a mining project, which 
eventually led to construction failures. 
The U.S. took over the project in 1904 
and completed it in 1914 at about double 
the original cost estimates. Workers from 
Barbados provided the majority of the 
physical labor required, with oversight by 
U.S. managers. Arguments were waged 
then and today on its economic and stra-
tegic value. 

Due to the Canal Zone, Panama saw 
little financial benefit until the 1950s. 
The first commercial shipping did not 
occur until July 1920, with California 
oil being the primary major cargo being 
shipped to eastern U.S. cities. The canal’s 
value to shipping decreased overtime as 
U.S. trucking and railroads provided 
more cost effective ways to haul freight. 
The U.S military saw no benefit because 
naval fleets would still be required in 
both oceans for response time. 

Maurer also described present-day 
impacts, including the proposed canal 
through Nicaragua, with support from 
China, and the potential geopolitical 
impact. 

Information on upcoming events at 
the WMMI is at www.wmmi.org. 

David Futey can be reached at 
davidfutey@ocn.me.

Political history of the Panama Canal 

Hello Dolly 

Above:  Author Noel Maurer and 
WMMI manager David Futey share 
a light moment prior to Maurer’s 
presentation on the political history of 
the Panama Canal. Photo by Bruce 
Temkin.

Snapshots of Our Community
Homemakers celebrate Thanksgiving

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Grant to HAP
At its November board meeting, Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
recognized Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) members Donna Wagner, chair of 
the Grants Committee, and Geri Bush and Gail Wittman, 2013 co-presidents, for 
the club’s recent grant of $3,000, which allowed HAP to re-carpet and refurbish 
its Senior Center. HAP Treasurer Colleen Garwood said, “TLWC is a superior 
organization, known for its support of area nonprofits. TLWC’s grant enhances 
our ability to provide important services and support for Tri-Lakes seniors.” 
At its Nov. 17 meeting, HAP also recognized Eagle Scout candidate Dalen 
Babalyan for his Scout project coordinating and completing the Senior Center 
re-carpeting. Dalen is a junior at Discovery Canyon High School and a member 
of Troop 6, which is led by Scout Leader Eric Wetherby. From left are Eagle 
Scout candidate Dalen Babalyan, Gail Wittman, HAP President Dave Betzler, 
Donna Wagner, and Geri Bush. Photo below provided by HAP.

Left: The Monument 
Homemakers celebrated 
Thanksgiving on Nov. 
6 by hosting a feast for 
firefighters from the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District. The 
group also collected 
food items to donate 
to Tri-Lakes Cares for 
Thanksgiving baskets for 
local families and made 
gift boxes for the American 
Indian children and elderly 
men and women of One 
Nation. Photo by Janet 
Sellers.

Legacy Sertoma Makes Donation to 
Homes For Our Troops
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Above: ALS (Lou 
Gehrig’s disease) is 
diagnosed in about 
5,600 people in the U.S. 
each year.  The ALS 
Ice Bucket Challenge 
fundraiser has gone 

viral on the Internet 
at www.alsa.org, 
generating contributions 
for ALS research. 
Logan Aggers, left, 
and Cole Aggers, far 
right, really enjoyed 

dumping a bucket 
of ice water on OCN 
volunteers Lisa Hatfield 
and Mark Aggers, 
center, on Nov. 9 as 
part of the challenge 
on behalf of former 
Tri-Lakes Tribune 
reporter Lisa Collacott. 
Earlier this year her 
husband, John, set 
up a Facebook page 
devoted to his wife 
called “Lisa Collacott’s 
Journey to Victory.” 
People who would 
like to use U.S. mail to 
make a donation can 
send a check to: The 
ALS Association, Gift 
Processing Center, 
PO Box 6051, Albert 
Lea, MN 56007. Photo 
by Kristen Aggers.

By Kate Wetterer
Army SPC Matthew Spang and his fam-
ily will be the recipients of a specially 
built wheelchair-friendly home in Monu-
ment, courtesy of Homes for Our Troops 
(HFOT). HFOT is a nonprofit organiza-
tion devoted to building specially modi-
fied houses for the most severely injured 
American veterans wounded after the 
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 

Celebrating the Spang family’s new 
home and hoping to garner support for 
their cause, HFOT hosted a Community 
Kick-Off event Nov. 21 at the Inn at Palm-
er Divide. Spang spoke at the event, along 
with Tim McHale, president of HFOT, 
Ashley Twigg, the community coordina-
tor, and others. 

Spang was injured on his second 
deployment, with the 130th Engineers in 
Afghanistan. On July 12, 2011, his vehicle 
was hit by two explosive devices, resulting 
in the loss of both his legs below the knees 
and intense damage to his right hand. 
Spang hopes to return to school to finish 
his bachelor’s degree, spend time with his 
two children, and participate in a variety 
of sports. 

HFOT houses are given to veterans 
free of cost and mortgage. The point is to 
create a safe space that adjusts to a veter-
an’s particular needs rather than forcing 
them to work around the inconveniences 

of unmodified buildings. Over 115 adjust-
ments are made to house plans, including 
widened doorways to provide enough room 
for wheelchairs, pull-down shelves, and 
wheelchair-accessible showers. 

McHale explained that whenever they 
promise to build a house, HFOT makes 
sure to have all the funds lined up so the 
project will succeed. The finest materials 
are secured to build a home that will last, 
with minimal upkeep. Veterans are asked 
to choose where they would like this home 
to be built. Sprang chose Monument for 
his family, and the land has already been 
cleared. 

Since all funds for Spang’s home are 
secure, this kickoff’s fundraising ven-
tures were primarily intended to gather 
resources for future building projects. 
HFOT has built 116 homes for veterans 
as of July 2014, and it hopes to keep going 
until all eligible soldiers are equipped with 
homes that suit their needs. Visitors were 
urged to consider donating to HFOT in 
some capacity, whether through funds or 
volunteer efforts.

HFOT relies on personal recommen-
dations to promote its cause. Only 9.8 
percent of revenues from fundraisers goes 
to advertising, leaving 90.2 cents of every 
dollar to go toward building homes. More 
information about Homes for Our Troops 
can be found online at: www.hfotusa.org. 

Kate Wetterer can be reached at 
katewetterer@ocn.me.

Wounded veteran given home in Monument

Above: Army SPC Matthew 
Spang and his children listen 
to friends and project-related 
speakers at the HFOT Kickoff 
Celebration. Photo by Kate 
Wetterer.

Legacy Sertoma supports Tri-Lakes Cares

Above: Denny Myers, Legacy Sertoma Treasurer, presents Haley Chapin, 
Executive Director of Tri-Lakes Cares, with the Club’s Holiday Donation while 
member Dorothy Myers and Erin Taylor, Tri-Lakes Cares Development Manager, 
look on.  Photo provided by Legacy Sertoma Club.

Kiwanis supports Tri-Lakes Cares

Above: The Monument Hill Kiwanis Club presented the proceeds of this year’s 
Empty Bowls Dinner and Silent Auction to Tri-Lakes Cares Executive Director 
Haley Chapin (second from right) and Silent Auction Director Jo Weilbrenner 
(second from left). The Nov. 8 event featured musical entertainment from 
area schools, groups, and soloists. Donations from local merchants and 
citizens netted Silent Auction proceeds of over $7,500. Over 80 gallons of 
soup, donated by area restaurants, were served along with over 100 desserts, 
breads, and beverages donated by local churches and businesses. The 
Lewis-Palmer and Palmer Ridge High School Key Clubs, Tri-Lakes Women’s 
Club, District 38, Lewis-Palmer High School custodial and kitchen staffs, and 
local artists also helped run the event. Also pictured are Anne Shimek, left, 
a local potter who donated her bowls and coordinated the donation of over 
1,000 additional bowls, Harry Brandon (center), current president of the 
Monument Hill Kiwanis, and RF Smith, right, 2014 Empty Bowls director. 
Photo by Warren Gerig.

ALS Ice Bucket
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They were some of the 500 people who attended the “Hon-
oring the Honorable” Veterans Day Ceremony at Monu-
ment Academy on Nov. 11. Young Marine Sgt. Reid Luna 
gave a presentation on the purpose and symbolism of the 
Table of Remembrance on display to honor soldiers miss-

ing in action. The band and choirs played “You’re a Grand 
Old Flag,” “O, America!” and “Armed Forces—The Pride 
of America.” Retired Air Force Maj. William Frier, the 
keynote speaker for the ceremony, is a third-generation 
graduate from West Point who pioneered a Spanish-lan-

guage instruction broadcast at the Air Force Academy. He 
told the gathered veterans, Monument Academy students, 
and families, “Live your life for the benefit of many, not 
for yourself. This is the spirit of duty, honor, and country I 
have seen so often in my fellow military veterans.” 

Honoring the honorable Veterans Ceremony at Monument Academy 

Above:  Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Dona Hildebrand, left, who served in Korea, 
Vietnam, and Germany, and Navy Vietnam veteran Judy Pohlod were charter 
members of the Women in Military Service for America Memorial in Arlington, 
Va., and were guests at its dedication in 1997. 

Above:   Retired Army Col. Kenneth F. Keller. In his last assignment, he 
was stationed at Camp Smith, Pacific Command Headquarters, Hawaii, 
where he was serving as the Nuclear Warfare Planning officer. Photos by 
Lisa Hatfield.



Page 28 Vol. 14 No. 12Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME Page 29Saturday, December 6, 2014

Palmer Lake Star – “Salute and Shine for Veterans” Veterans Day 

Above: Janet Ferran and Tom Weyer were the special guests from Monument 
American Legion Post 9-11 at the Palmer Lake Fire Department Veterans star 
lighting ceremony on Nov. 11. Ferran is a retired lieutenant colonel who served in 
the Air Force for 22 years, including developing and operating command, control 
and communications systems, and serving at NORAD and in Korea as a squadron 
commander. On Veterans Day, she also was representing her husband, retired 
Marine Lt. Col. Tom Ferran, who couldn’t be at the ceremony because he was in 

California battling pancreatic cancer. Tom was a Marine scout/sniper in Vietnam 
in 1966-67 and received numerous combat awards, including two Purple Hearts. 
Janet told the audience that Nov. 11 was also their 19th wedding anniversary, 
so it was a special honor for to her to also light the Palmer Lake Star for her 
husband. Photo on left provided by Palmer Lake Fire Chief Margo Humes and 
photo on right provided by Jack Anthony.

Palmer Lake Chili Supper at Palmer Lake Town Hall

Left: Three generations of the Brayden 
family enjoy the meal with firefighter Kelli 
Erhardt at the annual Palmer Lake Chili 
Supper on Nov. 29 at the Palmer Lake 
Town Hall. It was the family’s 15th year 
attending. The annual event is the largest 
fundraiser for the Palmer Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department, with this year’s proceeds 
going to purchase fire protection gear. The 
Palmer Lake Restaurant group provided 
food and support. The event included hay 
rides, singing by the Palmer Ridge High 
School choir, and a visit from Santa Claus. 
The night was capped off with the lighting of 
the Palmer Lake Star, which was built in 1935 
and is lit by 92 40-watt LED bulbs purchased 
by the Green Panthers Environment Club of 
Palmer Lake Elementary School. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.

Scenes from Monument Safe Trick or Treat
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Community Coming Together Thanksgiving, 
sponsored by Rosie’s Diner

The third annual Community Coming Together Thanksgiving, sponsored by Rosie’s Diner, the Town of Monument, and the Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership, 
took place on Nov. 27 at Rosie’s Diner. The 140 guests were all local residents who otherwise would not have been able to share a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. 
Donations came from contributors including Wells Fargo, Peoples Bank, 1st National Bank of Monument, Integrity Bank, Griswold Home Care, Mountain View Electric 
Association, Tri-Lakes Cares, Safeway, Sysco Food Services, Village Inn, Texas Roadhouse, Turbo’s Mobile RV Service, Monument Motors, JJ Tracks, Goodwill 
Industries, Big Opposable Thumb, The Grout Mechanic, Legacy Sertoma, The Ladies of Kershaw & Associates, Tri-Lakes Printing, and Leonard Himes. Pictured are 
Rosie’s Diner and other area restaurants’ workers who donated their time to prepare the meal. Businesses, organizations, and individuals who would like to be a part 
of Community Coming Together in 2015 should contact Madeline at the Town of Monument (719 884-8013) or see www.TriLakesHAP.org/CCT. Photos by Merrilee 
Orcutt.

Support Our Community! 
Shop Tri-Lakes.
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By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates 
or times are often changed after publication.  Please 
double-check the time and place of any event you wish to 
attend by calling the information number for that event.

December Menu
Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red

Dec. 10:  Raspberry chipotle pork, roasted potatoes, 
salad
Dec. 17:  Artichoke chicken, brown rice, salad
Dec. 24:  No lunch (Merry Christmas!)
Dec. 31:  No lunch (Happy New Year)
Rolls and butter are served with each meal except sand-
wiches. Dessert is also provided. 

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m. at 146 Jefferson St., Monument 
(the School District 38 Administration Building, “Big 
Red”). $3 voluntary donation. Entertainment follows 
lunch. For more information, call Judy, 487-9067. An ac-
tivity of Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership. Meals 
are provided by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer Lake; Nikki 
McDonald, executive chef, 481-3307.

Found: binoculars
Binoculars were found on the New Santa Fe Trail. For 
more information, call 488-5544.

Volunteers needed for county’s Highway 
Advisory Commission and Community 
Corrections Board, apply by Dec. 12

The Highway Advisory Commission is seeking one at-
large representative and one associate member. Members 
will advise the Board of County Commissioners and the 
Transportation and Fleet Division on matters involving 
policy and philosophy relating to the Department of 
Transportation’s operations and activities. The Correc-
tions Board is seeking three citizen-at-large representa-
tives. Members will advise the commissioners on com-
munity programs that provide supervision of offenders 
being diverted from prison as well as offenders who are 
transitioning back into the community after prison. The 
volunteer application is located at www.elpasoco.com. 
Click on the “Volunteer Boards” link. For more informa-
tion, call 520-6436 or visit www.elpasoco.com.

Santa on Patrol toy drive ends Dec. 19
Monument Police Chief Jacob Shirk and the Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Department will deliver toys to children 
in the Tri-Lakes area Dec. 20 and they need the commu-
nity’s support. Please drop off new, unwrapped toys or 
gift cards by 5 p.m., Dec. 19, to Monument Police Depart-
ment, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.; Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Department fire Stations 1, 2, and 3 or the department’s 
administration building, 166 Second St., Monument. Any 
family in need or with questions may call Jennifer, 484-
0911.

Academy North Gate bridge work 
through summer 2015

Two bridges outside the U.S. Air Force Academy’s North 
Gate will be under repair starting Nov. 29 and continuing 
through August 2015. To ease congestion, the academy 

will make the gate a one-way, entrance-only road in the 
mornings. From 7-9 a.m., no outbound traffic will be al-
lowed through the north gate, and travelers exiting the 
Academy during those hours will have to use the south 
gate.

Tri-Lakes Cares needs help 
from the community

Each year, Tri-Lakes Cares runs the annual holiday food 
program because many families in this community aren’t 
able to provide a Thanksgiving and Christmas meal for 
their loved ones. They do this by collecting food from the 
Harvest of Love food drive that is hosted by the Kiwanis 
and School District 38, and by purchasing the food that 
is still needed. Funding for the holiday food program is 
greatly reduced this year compared to last year, and there 
is an urgent need for help to raise additional funds. Donat-
ed money will be used to buy gift certificates for turkeys 
so that everyone in our community can enjoy a traditional 
holiday meal. To donate, call Julie Seeger, program man-
ager, 481-4864 x104.

Donations and volunteers needed for 
Feed the Children event, Dec. 13

El Paso County’s 14th annual Feed the Children event is 
a one-day event just before Christmas where the families 
already receiving help from the Department of Human 
Services are able to enjoy a day of celebration and receive 
food, toys, books, and toiletries. Last year about 5,000 
of the neediest people in our community were served. 
There is still a need of monetary donations. If you able 
to donate, please contact Rebecca Jacobs at 444-8191 or 
at RebeccaJacobs@elpasoco.com. Volunteers are needed 
also. To sign up go to http://dhs.elpasoco.com/Pages/
FeedTheChildren.aspx. 

LEAP—Help for heating bills
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) is 
a federally funded program that provides cash assistance 
to help families and individuals pay a portion of winter 
home heating costs. The eligibility period for LEAP runs 
through April 30. Application packets will automatically 
be mailed to residents who received LEAP assistance last 
year at the address where they were living at that time. To 
find out if you qualify for LEAP, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP 
(1-866-432-8435) or visit www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap.

St. Peter Catholic School enrolling 
for preschool-eighth grade

The school offers full and half-day preschool, Core 
Knowledge Curriculum with small class sizes, Christ-
centered education. NCA accredited, state licensed, 
financial aid available. Call or visit: 124 First St., Monu-
ment; 481-1855; www.petertherock.org.

Free transportation and safety 
services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free trans-
portation and safety services to Tri-Lakes seniors. If you 
need a ride to a medical appointment, grocery shopping, 
or the local senior lunches, a volunteer driver will be hap-
py to help you. The number to call is 488-0076 to leave a 

message for the dispatcher. If you are in need of grab bars 
in the bathroom, a ramp to your door, or repair of stairs 
or railings, please call Cindy Rush, 488-0076, and leave 
a message.

2015 Colorado Gardener Certificate 
training program, apply by Jan. 5

Colorado State University Extension is now accepting 
registrations for the 2015 Colorado Gardener Certificate 
training program. Home gardeners and parks department, 
school district, and golf course maintenance personnel as 
well as landscape professionals will benefit from this 
training. Classes will be held Thursdays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Jan. 22 through March 26 at the El Paso County Exten-

Our Community Notices

December library events

Families invited to Cookies and Crafts 
By Harriet Halbig

Children’s and family programs
Monument’s Family Fun program for December is Cook-
ies and Crafts. On Saturday, Dec. 13 from 2:30 to 4, 
Friends of the Library will provide large cookies to be 
decorated with sprinkles and frosting. Other crafts will 
also be offered.

The Legos Club will meet on Saturday, Dec. 20, from 
10 until 11:30. Bring your creativity and we will provide 
the Legos and Duplos.

Programs for teens and tweens
Tweens ages 9 to 12 are invited to make a colorful clay-
mation-type “critter” (or two) in a fun workshop called 
Clay Critters on Thursday, Dec. 18 from 4 to 5 p.m. This 
program is exclusively for tweens, please. Registration is 
required at 488-2370.

Programs for teens
AfterMath is a free math tutoring program on Mondays 
from 3:30 until 7 p.m. This program is open to all ages 
from elementary school through adults. Experienced 
tutors are available to help all those who attend. Bring 

your homework and drop in for some help. The program 
is available every Monday through mid-May with the ex-
ception of school and library holidays. Tutoring will not 
be available on Dec. 22 and 29 and Jan. 5. 

Interested in finding Magic the Gathering players to 
interact with? Join us every Monday night from 7 to 8:45. 
Teens and young adults are invited to bring your cards to 
play, trade, and enjoy.

Programs for adults
Local video producer Jim Sawatzki will present excerpts 
from his latest film, Rarefied Air: Historic Artists of the 
Pikes Peak Region, on Saturday, Dec. 6 at 4 p.m. This is 
the only art history film about our area.

Enjoy listening to seasonal harp music played by 
talented local harp students on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 
10 to noon. 

The Monumental Readers will meet from 10 un-
til noon on Friday, Dec. 19 to discuss Oliver Twist by 
Charles Dickens. All patrons are welcome to attend this 
monthly book group.

On the walls of the library during December will be 

works by the Front Range Modern Quilt Guild. In the dis-
play case will be a collection of Night Before Christmas 
books owned by Linda Ross.

Palmer Lake Library programs
The Palmer Lake Book Group will meet at 9 a.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 5. All patrons are invited to attend this monthly 
book group. Please call 481-2587 for the latest selection.

All fiber artists are welcome to join the Fibernistas, a 
group that meets on Thursdays from 10 until noon. Bring 
your project and enjoy the company of fellow crafters. All 
skill levels are welcome.

December’s Family Fun program on Saturday, Dec. 
20 at 10:30 will be Colossal Cookies. All are invited to 
combine icing, sprinkles, and holiday cheer with cookies 
provided by the Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library.

Please note that all Pikes Peak library facilities will 
be closed all day on Dec. 24 and 25 and Jan. 1. Libraries 
will close at 4 p.m. on Dec. 31. Happy holidays from the 
library!

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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sion Office, now located at 17 N. Spruce St (near I-25 and 
Bijou). Space is limited and available on a first-paid basis. 
For more information, visit the Horticulture page of the 
website http://elpasoco.colostate.edu  or call Julie at (719) 
520-7690.

CASA volunteers needed
Become a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate). 
CASA offers a volunteer opportunity like no other. As 
appointed representatives of the court, CASA volunteers 
are empowered to make a lifelong difference in the lives 
of abused and neglected children. Learn more at http://
www.casappr.org/volunteer-colorado-springs/ or contact 
Kelly at 447-9898, ext. 1033 or kellyp@casappr.org.   

Grant writers needed for Palmer Lake
The Awake Palmer Lake Committee is looking for grant 
writers to help with the next Great Outdoor Colorado 
(GOCO) grant application to improve the park at Palmer 
Lake. The grant could be worth $300,000. See http://
awakepalmerlake.org for more information or contact the 
Park and Recreation trustee at parks@palmer-lake.org.

Help chart Colorado’s transportation future
The Colorado Department of Transportation invites citi-
zens to get involved in planning the future of the state’s 
transportation system by visiting the website, www.color
adotransportationmatters.com. 

Free Senior Safety Handyman Services
Senior Safety Handyman Services is a unique program 
funded by the Pikes Peak Area Agency on Aging. It is 
designed to help seniors (age 60 and over) in northwest 
El Paso County with safety-related handyman projects. 
Dedicated, paid contractors and volunteers install grab 
bars, wheelchair ramps, railings, steps, etc., to help 
seniors to continue to live independently in their own 

homes. For service, call 488-0076 and leave a message 
for Cindy Rush. For more information, visit TriLakes-
mcts-sshs.org.

Get volunteer help for your nonprofit
Due to popular demand, the Lewis-Palmer School District 
is adding a list of volunteer opportunities to its Youth Ac-
tivities Directory online. If your nonprofit has a need for 
volunteers for a one-time project or an ongoing effort and 
can use volunteers under age 18, obtain a directory listing 
form on the district website www.lewispalmer.org under 
the community tab. Nonprofits may list their volunteer 
needs in the directory free of charge. For information, 
contact Robin Adair, P.O. Box 40, Monument, CO 80132; 
call 785-4223 or email radair@lewispalmer.org. 

Volunteer drivers needed for 
seniors’ transportation service

Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors is a 
nonprofit, grant-funded organization that provides free 
transportation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60 years old and over. 
The program needs additional volunteer drivers. For 
information, email browneyesmlk@hotmail.com or call 
Mary Ketels, 481-2470, or Faye Brenneman, 481-2527, or 
leave a message with the dispatcher, 488-0076. 

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center programs
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Senior Citi-
zens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School Sta-
dium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m., Tue.-
Fri., and earlier for scheduled activities. The facility has a 
lounge, craft room, game room, and multipurpose room. 
Programs include pinochle, National Mah-jongg, line 
dancing, tea time, bingo, and more. Ping-pong, Wii video 
games, puzzles and board games, refreshments, a lending 
library, computers with Internet connections, and an in-

formation table are also available. For information about 
programs for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org. 

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information 
for local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior 
lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
in Monument. It also contains the schedule of the classes 
and events for the month at the Senior Citizens Center. 
To subscribe, send an email with your name and mailing 
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat 
can also be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Attention Tri-Lakes residents 
with medical conditions

If you have a medical condition or a physical disability, 
please contact Jennifer at Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District, 484-0911, to register for emergency as-
sistance if evacuation is required. �

By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, 
dates or times are often changed after publication. 
Please double-check the time and place of any event 
you wish to attend by calling the info number for that 
event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S  
• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Com-

mittee Meeting, Tue., Dec. 9, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 
Bill Burks, 481-4053. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board 
Meeting, Tue., Dec. 9, 5 p.m., 16055 Old For-
est Point, Suite 300, Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Dec. 9, 7 p.m., Palmer 
Ridge High School, 19255 Monument Hill Rd., 
Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each month, location 
varies. Info: 488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meet-
ing, Wed., Dec. 10, 10 a.m., 120 Middle Glen-
way. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-
2732.

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Council, 
Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board 
Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m., 166 
Second St., Monument. Normally meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, 
www.tlmfire.org.

• Palmer Lake Liquor Licensing Authority 
& Medical Marijuana Authority and Town 
Council Combined Workshop and Regular 
Meeting, Thu., Dec. 11, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) or 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd 
Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meet-
ing, Tue., Dec. 16, 9 a.m., 2880 International 
Circle (off Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 
1st & 3rd Tue. (if required) each month. Info: 
520-6300, http://adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/
agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meet-
ing, Met Dec. 2, no additional meeting in De-
cember. Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Normally 
meets 3rd Tue. each month at 7 p.m. Info: 488-
8680.

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Dec. 17, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire 

Our Community 
Calendar

For information, contact John Heiser at (719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.
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Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0711.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Dec. 17, 6 p.m., at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) or www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Dec. 17, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Dec. 18, 8:30 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-4886.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Dec. 18, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
488-4700.

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Public 
Rate Increase Hearing, Fri., Dec. 19, 10 a.m., 1845 
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Normally meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

• Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority 
(BRRTA) Meeting, Fri., Dec. 19, 2:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 105). 
Info: 884-8017.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
All branches close for Christmas and New Year’s

• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glen-
way. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Aftermath, every Mon. (ex-
cept Dec. 22 & 29), 3:30-7 p.m. Free drop-in math 
assistance for students of all ages. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:30-
11 & 11:15-11:45 a.m. For ages 3 and up. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 4:
15-5:15 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws 
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 
9:30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 
1). Rhymes & rhythms for one- and two-year-olds. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Creative Music Concepts, 
Sat., Dec. 13, 12:15-1:15 p.m.  Children’s music & 
movement class. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Family Fun–Cookies & 
Crafts, Sat., Dec. 13, 2:30-4 p.m. Decorate a Christ-
mas cookie or two and make a giant sparkling snow-
flake for your Christmas tree. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Storytime en Español, Wed., 
Dec. 17, 5:15-5:45 p.m. For children of all ages. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Tween Program: Clay Critters, 
Thu., Dec. 18, 4-5 p.m. Make a colorful claymation-
type “critter” (or two) at this fun workshop for ages 
9-12. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Family Program–LEGO 
Club, Sat., Dec. 20, 10-11:30 a.m. Duplos for the 
littles ones, Legos for the rest. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Family Fun–Colossal 
Cookies, Sat., Dec. 20, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Cookie 
decorating for grades K and up. Cookies, frosting, 
and sprinkles provided. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 
66 Lower Glenway. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Big Bang Theory Teen TV 
Marathon, Sat., Jan. 3, 1-5:30 p.m. TV-PG episodes 
of Big Bang Theory early seasons and snacks for 
teens ages 12-18. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids 
Web at www.ppld.org features resources for school 

reports and homework, Tumblebooks––free on-
line read-along books, and a Fun & Games link. A 
“grown-ups” link has information about local school 
districts, home-schooling, and more.

Adult programs
• Monument Library: Magic: The Gathering Club 

Meeting, every Mon., 7-8:45 p.m. Teens and young 
adults meet to play Magic in a safe, casual atmo-
sphere. Library: Monument Library - 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Drive Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Socrates Café, every Tue., 1-3 
p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into philos-
ophy, religions, spirituality, and the common threads 
among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Senior Chats, every Wed. (ex-
cept Dec. 24), 10 a.m.-noon. All seniors are welcome 
to share conversation and a cup of coffee in this casu-
al discussion group. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Class-
es. Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wed. mornings for beginner computer users. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Thu., 10 a.m.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Gl-
enway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Why detox? Sat., Dec. 6, 1:
30-2:30 p.m. Find out if detoxing would help you. 
Learn how to protect yourself from the unwanted 
toxins we are all exposed to. By Michelle Eads M.D. 
(Limited to first 40 people.) Phone 687-8752 to sign 
up. The seminar will be canceled if there is insuffi-
cient interest. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Rarefied Air, Sat., Dec. 6, 4-5:
30 p.m. Local video producer Jim Sawatzki will pres-
ent excerpts from his latest film, “Historic Artists of 
the Pikes Peak Region,” our area’s only art history 
film. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: AARP Smart Driver Course, 
Thu., Dec. 11, 1-5 p.m. Sign in 15 minutes prior to 
class. Any aged person may attend, but the insur-
ance discount only applies to those age 55 and older. 
Court-directed persons are welcomed; instructors 
are authorized to sign off related court documents. 
Cost: $15 AARP members, $20 for non-members. 
Pre-class reservations are requested but a few walk-
ins might be accepted. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Drawing for Total Begin-
ners, Fri., Dec. 12, 10 a.m.-noon. Maker/Artist in 
Residence, Deb Ross, will teach drawing basics 
using pencils and markers to complete one or more 
drawings. Registration is required. Patron must by 
16 years of age or older. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Dec. 15, 9:
30-11 a.m. Get inspiration and structure for writing 
your memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. each 
month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Dec. 19, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & Craft-
ers, Fri., Jan. 2, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to share ideas, 
get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 24/
7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded presen-
tations, a schedule of Library events, children’s story 
times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

W E E K LY  A N D  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meet-

ing, every Sat., 8 a.m., Mozaic at the Inn at Palmer 
Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Guests are wel-

come to the weekly meetings that feature speakers on 
a variety of topics. Info: Bill Healy, 278-8393.

• Free Tai Chi in the Park, every Sat., 9-10 a.m., 
weather permitting, Fox Run Park, Stella Drive 
entrance. Minimal instruction. Look for instructors 
wearing baseball hats, and grass signs posted, “Get 
your Qi On.” Info: 232-1618 or 232-1619.

• Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game 
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot 
Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholar-
ships and other community support activities. Info: 
481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.com/
bingo.htm.

• Calvary Fellowship Monument: Saturday Evening 
Service, every Sat., 6 p.m., 238 Third. St., Monu-
ment. Info: Pastor Tony Magar, 290-1748.

• Holy Trinity Anglican Church Sunday Worship, 
8:30 a.m.; teaching & community time (preschool-
adult), 10 a.m.; family service with children’s church, 
10:45 a.m. 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Nursery available all 
morning. Info: 505-8021, www.HolyTrinityAnglican
Church.org.

• Tri-Lakes Reformed Church Sunday Worship, 9:
45 a.m., Woodmoor Community Center, 1691 Wood-
moor Dr., Monument. Info: www.trilakesreformed.or
g.

• Fuel Church New Church Service at Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School, every Sun., Donuts and coffee, 10 
a.m.; Main Service, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Non-denomi-
national. Info: info@fuel.org, www.fuelchurch.org.

• Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. Fam-
ily of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. 
Info: 481-0431.

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30 
pm, Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo. 
Springs. All proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-
Lakes Community. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.

• Senior Lunches, every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st 
Thu. each month and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Protection District Administration Complex, 
166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine 
at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. 
Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie 
Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Transmission Meditation: Group Meditations every 
Mon. & Thu., 7 p.m., in Palmer Lake. The simplest, 
most potent way to serve humanity and help trans-
form our world. Dynamic aid to personal growth. 
Info: 303-494-4462, TransmissionMeditation.org.

• Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-
11:30 a.m.,  17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
Members and non-members are welcome. Seniors, 
come socialize and have coffee and snacks in the 
front lobby. Sign up to bring snacks. Free. Info: 630-
2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.

• Yarny Birds Stitch Group, every Tue., 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m., 790 Hwy 105, #C, Palmer Lake. An open group 
for knitters, crocheters, and fiber arts of any type. 
Classes starting soon. Info: 377-0403, yarnbirdfiber
s@gmail.com.

• Monument Hill Country Club: Kids eat free at the 
Pub, every Tue., 5-9 p.m., 18945 Pebble Beach Way, 
Woodmoor. One free kids meal from the kids menu 
with the purchase of one adult entree meal. Info: 884-
7241, www.monumenthillcc.com.

• Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every 
Tue., 7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church, (formerly the 
Tri-Lakes Chapel) 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. 
Info: Kay, 481-9258.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., luncheon meeting 
at Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., (off Voy-
ager Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting speakers 



Page 34 Vol. 14 No. 12Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME Page 35Saturday, December 6, 2014

and programs; all are welcome. Info: Call Garrett 
Barton, 433-5396, Bill Bristol, 481-3366, www.glen
eaglesertoma.org.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., noon-1 
p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free blood 
pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation re-
quested. Info: 484-0517.

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night 
Fellowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 
6-7:30 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument 
(Corner of Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). 
Info: 488-9613, gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, 
www.trilakeschurch.org. 

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

• A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 
481-0431.

• Monument Community Yoga, Sat., Dec. 6, 13, and 
every Sat. in Jan., 9 a.m., Woodmoor Community 
Center, 1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. All levels. 
Cost: cash donation. Info: BePresentYogaLLC@gma
il.com.

• Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery: First Saturday 
Prayer Day, Sat., Dec. 6, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 3190 
Benet Lane, Colo. Springs. Social time with coffee 
followed by prayer, reflection, teaching. Meets 1st 
Sat. each month. Info: www.benethillmonastery.org, 
633-0655.

• Craft Club, Sat., Dec. 6, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Fairfield Inn 
& Suites, Mt. Herman Room, 15275 Struthers Rd. 
Ages 15 and up; each month features a fun, easy to 
follow paper craft. All supplies provided. Fee varies 
by project. Meets 1st Sat. each month. Info: Linda, 
375-8991, Lindacarpy@gmail.com.

• Black Forest AARP Christmas Lunch, Sing-
along, & Meeting, Wed., Dec. 10, noon, Black Forest 
Lutheran Church, 12455 Black Forest Rd. All ages 
welcome. Entrée is catered. Last name A-K, bring 
side dishes; L-Z bring desserts. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or aarpchapter1100bla
ckforest.weebly.com.

• HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Dec. 10, 
Senior Center located across the street from the Tri-
Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School 
campus. A registered nurse examines your feet and 
provides toenail trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. 
visit; limited financial assistance is available for 
qualifying applicants. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info & appointments: call the Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation, (303) 698-6496.

• Candlelight Yoga at Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts, Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 304 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Pause, meditate, and medicate with 
wine and chocolate truffles after yoga. Cost: $20 
in advance, $25 at the door. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0475, info@TriLakesArts.org, 
www.trilakesarts.org.

• Civil War Roundtable, Wed., Dec. 10, 7 p.m., Mon-
ument Sanitation District Conference Room, 130 
2nd St., Monument. Open to all, no prior knowledge 
needed. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: Leon Ten-
ney, lwt1862@comcast.net. 

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Dec. 11, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Mon-
ument, after the noontime senior lunch. Come for 
lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Prizes! 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 
488-3037. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Dec. 11, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Dec. 11, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Dec. 13, 9 a.m., 
Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. A variety of art programs are of-
fered after the social gathering and business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

• Monument Community Yoga, Sat., Dec. 13, and 
every Sat. in Jan., 9 a.m., Woodmoor Community 

Center, 1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. All levels. 
Cost: cash donation. Info: BePresentYogaLLC@gma
il.com.

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recy-
cling Collection Facility, Sat., Dec. 13, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., 3255 Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 
2nd Sat. each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 
p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, common recyclable 
items, household hazardous waste, various electron-
ics, and TVs up to 19-inch diagonal. Now accepting 
documents for shredding, up to two legal paper-sized 
boxes, from private households. Bring a nonperish-
able food item for Care and Share. Info: 520-7878, 
http://adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/
Solid_Waste_Management

• Alzheimer’s Support Group, Sat., Dec. 13, 10-11:30 
a.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 
2nd Sat. each month. Info: LaVonne Putman, 488-
2557. 

• Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Radio Association), No meeting in December. 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105. All amateur radio operators or those interested 
in becoming amateur radio operators are welcome. 
Normally meets 3rd Mon., 7 p.m. Info: Joyce Witte, 
488-0859, Joycewitte@gmail.com. 

• Drummers! Mon., Dec. 15, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga 
Pathways, Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Free and open to the public. Bring any 
kind of drum or other hand percussion instrument. 
Beginners welcome! Usually meets 3rd Mon. each 
month. Verify date & time: Char, 488-3138.

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, 
Mon., Dec. 15. Meets 3rd Mon. each month for sup-
port, information, field trips, and special events. Info: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TLHESGmembers or 
tlhesgmembers-owner@yahoogroups.com. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Dec. 16, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Voluntary do-
nations welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Irene C., 484-0517.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Tue., Dec. 16, 5 p.m., 
Police Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block off Academy 
on Kelly Johnson near Chapel Hills Mall), Commu-
nity Room just inside main entrance. A DVD will 
play 5-6 p.m.; meeting starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns 
and success stories and talk to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. No charge, no products sold. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2230.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Dec. 16, 
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: Joe Carlson, 488-1902.

• Ladies Auxiliary to V.F.W. Post 7829, Wed., Dec. 17, 
6:45 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Wood-
moor Dr., Monument. New members welcome. If you 
are a female relative of a veteran who served on for-
eign soil during war or other military action, you may 
be eligible. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Kathy 
Carlson, 719-488-1902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society, No meeting in 
December. Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Free and open to the public; refreshments 
served after the program. Normally meets 3rd Thu. 
each month, 7 p.m. Info: Pat McCarthy, 659-1363; 
www.palmerdividehistory.org.

• Tri-Lakes Lions Club, Thu., Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m. so-
cial, 7-8 p.m. meeting, Sundance Mountain Lodge, 
1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: David Prejean, 434-7031.

• Indoor Holiday Craft and Gift Market, Sat., Dec. 
20, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Grace Best Education Center, 66 
Jefferson St., Monument. The famous Monument 
Hill Farmer’s Market moves indoors for a holiday 
gift and craft event. More than 40 vendors, including 
antiques, food, gifts for people and pets, local honey, 
and more! Info: 592-9420.

• Little Log Kitchen Free Meal, Sat., Dec. 20, noon, 
133 High St., Palmer Lake. Sponsored by Little Log 
Church every 3rd Sat. Info: 481-2409.

• Senior Social, No meeting in December. Fellowship 
Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 
Black Forest Rd. Normally meets 4th Wed. each 
month, 1-4 p.m. Info: aarpchapter1100blackforest.w
eebly.com.

• MOMS Club of Monument/Palmer Lake Monthly 
Meeting, Fri., Jan. 2, 10 a.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 1st Fri. each month. 

Info: monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com.
• Monument Community Yoga, Sat., Jan. 3, and 

every Sat. in Jan., 9 a.m., Woodmoor Community 
Center, 1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. All levels. 
Cost: cash donation. Info: BePresentYogaLLC@gma
il.com.

• Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery: First Saturday 
Prayer Day, Sat., Jan. 3, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 3190 
Benet Lane, Colo. Springs. Social time with coffee 
followed by prayer, reflection, teaching. Meets 1st 
Sat. each month. Info: www.benethillmonastery.org, 
633-0655.

• Craft Club, Sat., Jan. 3, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Fairfield Inn 
& Suites, Mt. Herman Room, 15275 Struthers Rd. 
Ages 15 and up; each month features a fun, easy to 
follow paper craft. All supplies provided. Fee varies 
by project. Meets 1st Sat. each month. Info: Linda, 
375-8991, Lindacarpy@gmail.com.

• Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an 
autoimmune disease and want to connect with 
others, you are welcome to join this group. Info: 
dmbandle@hotmail.com.

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Sup-
port Group. Location varies. For information, call 
Carolyn, 488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 
4mga@4-mga.org. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Kiwanis’ 9th Annual North Pole at Tri-Lakes 

Arts and Crafts Fair, Sat.-Sun, Dec. 6-7, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Grace Best School, 66 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment. Browse hundreds of handcrafted items perfect 
for holiday gifts and stocking stuffers. Holiday music 
by various D-38 school groups throughout the day. 
Admission is free with nonperishable food items, 
toys, or cash donations for Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: 
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org, or contact Bob Nis-
sen, 351-6481, Bob@mifigroup.com.

• Monument’s Small Town Christmas, Sat., Dec. 
6, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Celebrate the season with a visit 
from Santa and Mrs. Claus along with activities 
for children, open houses, and other special events 
in Historic Downtown Monument. Info: 425-8889, 
info@monumentmerchants.com.

• Wescott Fire Department Santa Patrol, Sat., Dec. 
6: 10 a.m., Antelope Trails; 10:40 a.m., Big R; 11:10 
a.m., Ridge Pointe Apts; 11:40 a.m., Bella Springs 
Apts; 12:10, Angel Mist Park. Santa and Mrs. Claus 
will visit in their fire truck. Info: 201-4131.

• Grand Opening: Alpaca Yarn Barn at Tompkins 
Alpaca Pride, Sat., Dec. 6, 13, & 20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
19710 Oslo Grove, Black Forest. Info: 499-2440, 
www.tompkinsalpacapride.com.

• Psychic Fair and Christmas Sale at The Open Door 
Books and Gifts, Sat., Dec. 6, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 251 
Front St., Suite 8, Monument. Info: 487-9076.

• Book Signings at Covered Treasures Bookstore, 
Sat., Dec. 6, 11 a.m.- p.m., 105 Second St., Monument. 
Janelle Diller will sign her middle-grade reader chap-
ter series, “Pack-n-Go Girls Adventures.”  Darla Pel-
letier will sign her children’s picture book, Butterfly, 
Fly and I, which won this year’s EVVY Children’s 
Storybook award presented by the Colorado Indepen-
dent Publishers Association. Refreshments will be 
served. Info: 481-2665, www.coveredtreasures.com.

• Monument Tree Lighting & Holiday Food Drive 
for Tri-Lakes Cares (TLC), Sat., Dec. 6, 3-6 p.m., 
Limbach Park, Second & Front Streets, Historic 
Downtown Monument. Festivities include ice sculp-
ture carving, caroling, a dance performance, and 
a visit from Santa. Tree lighting at 5 p.m. Bring a 
donation from this list for TLC: large can of yams, 
pie crust mix, stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, gravy 
mix or can, cream of mushroom soup, canned fruit 
pie filling. Info: Madeline VanDenHoek, 884-8013, 
mvandenhoek@TownOfMonument.net.

• Breakfast with Santa at Monument Hill Country 
Club, Sun., Dec. 7, 9:30 a.m.18945 Pebble Beach 
Way, Woodmoor. Open to the Woodmoor Com-
munity. Take pictures with kids and families. After 
breakfast, kids can decorate a cookie, build a snow-
man, and create an ornament. Cost: Adults $9.95, 
Kids $4.95. Reservations required. RSVP & Info: 
884-7233, food@monumenthillcc.com.

• Palmer Lake Yule Log Pot Luck Dinner, Tue., Dec. 
9, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Circle. 
Please bring a potluck dish to share and place settings 
for your family. Info: 481-2953.

• 11th Annual 12-Day Costa Rica Rainforest Out-
ward Bound School Adventure Informational Meet-
ing, Thu., Dec. 11, 4 p.m., Community Room, D-38 
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Admin. Bldg, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Leader-
ship development for ages 15-18, with challenging 
outdoor activities, cultural experiences, and home 
stays. Registration deadline for the May 29-Jun. 9 
trip is Jan. 15. Info: Deb Breazzano, 495-6495 or 
breazzano@aol.com.

• A White Bluegrass Christmas with WireWood 
Station at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), 
Fri., Dec. 12, concert at 7 p.m.; doors open to dinner 
patrons at 5:45 p.m., dinner served until 6:30 p.m., 
doors open to concert ticket holders at 6:30 p.m., 304 
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Catering by Nikki. Concert 
Tickets Only: Advance $10 TLCA Members, $12 
Non-Members; Door $12 & $14. Dinner patrons must 
RSVP by 2 p.m., Dec. 10. Tickets & Info (including 
menu): www.trilakesarts.org, 481-0475.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Annual Christmas 
Party with Chuck Pyle, Fri., Dec. 12, opening act at 
7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. In lieu of snacks from the 
kitchen, there will be a desserts and holiday treats pot 
luck; no main dishes. Water, tea, coffee, and apple 
cider will be available at no cost. Cost: $10 general, 
$5 BRAS members, $5 nonmember students with 
ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, 
www.blackroseacoustic.org.

• Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery Advent Retreat 
with Ana Cloughly, OSB; Miracles: Gestures of 
Divine Presence, Sat., Dec. 13, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3190 
Benet Lane, Colo. Springs. Cost: $40. RSVP & Info: 
www.benethillmonastery.org, 633-0655.

• Monument’s Small Town Christmas Holiday 
Open House, Sat., Dec. 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Celebrate 
the season with refreshments, music, and holiday 
open houses in Historic Downtown Monument. Info: 
425-8889, info@monumentmerchants.com.

• Grand Opening: Alpaca Yarn Barn at Tompkins 
Alpaca Pride, Sat., Dec. 13 & 20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
19710 Oslo Grove, Black Forest. Info: 499-2440, 
www.tompkinsalpacapride.com.

• Ribbon Cutting and Launch Party for 3 Hundred 
Days of Shine, Sat., Dec. 13, 3:30-4:30 p.m., 279 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument.  Info: Julie Matalus, 
481-3282, www.3hundreddays.com.

• Black Forest Community Club: Annual Christ-
mas Potluck, Sat., Dec. 13, 6 p.m., 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. (just N. of Shoup). Info: 495-3217, 
www.bfcommunityclub.org.

• Handbell Christmas Concert, Sat., Dec. 13, 7 p.m., 
Monument Community Presbyterian Church, 238 
Third St., Monument. Bells, chimes, organ, brass, 
recorders, and vocal selections. Free. Everyone is 
invited. Info: Betty Jenik, 488-3853.

• Bethlehem Inn, Sun., Dec. 14, 10:15 a.m., Cross-
roads Chapel, 840 North Gate Blvd. Experience the 
night Jesus was born as told by Mary. Info: 495-3200, 
www.crossroadsgleneagle.com.

• Annual Palmer Lake Yule Log Hunt, Sun., Dec. 14, 
1 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Trek up the mountain in search of the Yule Log. Hunt 
participants should arrive 11 a.m.-noon. The winner 
will ride the Yule Log back to town and get the first 
cup of wassail. Non-hunters can stay warm indoors 
with carols and stories by John Stansfield. Info: 481-
2953.

• Santa Visits the Woodmoor Barn, Sun., Dec. 14, 
3-6:30 p.m., 1691 Woodmoor Dr. Talk individually 
with Santa, visit with elves and see their workshop, 
visit the Nativity, sing along with Christmas carolers, 
enjoy games and refreshments--raffle drawings too. 
Cost: $5 per child, $10 per family. Proceeds benefit 
Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: 351-2607, suzie@conciergeon
tap.com.

• Gleneagle Festival of Lights & Hayride, Sun., Dec. 
14, 5-8 p.m., Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 13990 
Gleneagle Dr. (off the I-25 North Gate exit). Free to 
the public, children and their families are invited to 
an evening of caroling, hayrides, glow sticks, home-
made cookies, hot chocolate and coffee with Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus. Boy Scout Troop 194 will offer steaming 
bowls of chili for a nominal fee. Each hayride, com-
plete with sheriff escorts, will take approximately 25 
minutes through the Gleneagle neighborhood. Bring 
warm coats and blankets. Info: 505-8021.

• Holy Trinity Anglican Church: “Come to the 
Light” Music Performance by Clay Clarkson, Sat., 
Dec. 20, 7-8:30 p.m., 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Info: 505-
8021, www.HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org.

• Holy Trinity Anglican Church: Christmas Eve and 
Day Services, Wed., Dec. 24: 4:30 p.m., Teaching: 

The King Arrives; 7 p.m., Music: adult quartet; 11 
p.m., Candlelight Services. Thu., Dec. 25, 10 a.m., 
Single service; come casual, eat coffee cake; 13990 
Gleneagle Dr. Info: 505-8021, www.HolyTrinityAngl
icanChurch.org.

• Christmas Eve Dinner at the Villa Palmer Lake, 
Wed., Dec. 24, 4-8 p.m., 75 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
A special menu and live music. Reservations & Info: 
481-2222.

• Forestgate Presbyterian Church: Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service, Wed., Dec. 24, 7 p.m., 970 North 
Gate Blvd. Info: 495-5672, www.forestgate.org.

• Holy Trinity Anglican Church: Lessons and Car-
ols, The Big Story in Scripture, Sun., Dec. 28, 8:30 
& 10:45 a.m., 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Info: 505-8021, 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org.

• New Year’s Eve Dinner at the Villa Palmer Lake, 
Wed., Dec. 31, 5-9 p.m., 75 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. A 
special menu. Reservations & Info: 481-2222.

• New Year’s Eve 80s Prom at Pikes Peak Brewing 
Co., Wed., Dec. 31, 7 p.m.-1 a.m., 1756 Lake Wood-
moor Dr, Monument. DJs, video games, 3 Hundred 
Days of Shine cocktails, food by High Grade. Cost: 
$20 in advance, $25 at the door, $22 for buffet. Ticket 
info: 208-4098, info@pikespeakbrewing.com, www.
pikespeakbrewing.com.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Family Exploration Day: Geology, Sat., Jan. 3, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 
A). Learn about Colorado’s mineral formations and 
mining heritage, identify mineral specimens, see 
what it is like to run a mining company with ‘Cookie 
Mining,’ try your hand at ‘Keep What you Find Gold 
Panning,’ and spend some time with the two burro 
mascots, Nugget and Chism. Cost: $8 adults, $7 
military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 
3-12, free to children under 3 & museum members.  
Info: 488-0880, www.wmmi.org.

• Community Emergency Response Training 
(CERT) Class, Thu.-Sat., Jan. 29-31 (16 hours total), 
20256 Hunting Downs Way, Monument (SW of Hwy 
83 & County Line Road, east of Kings Deer). Are 
you ready to be helpful and self-sufficient in a local 
emergency if emergency responders can’t get to you? 
Free. Open to anyone aged 14 to 94. Taught by vol-
unteers from El Paso County Sheriff’s Office, hosted 
by Emergency Preparedness Group of Tri-Lakes 
United Methodist Church. RSVP & Info: André, 
epg@tlumc.org; Lisa, 339-7831. 

• Amateur Radio (ham) Licensing Class, Sat., Jan. 
31 & Feb. 7, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Black Forest Fire Sta-
tion One training room, 11445 Teachout Rd., Colo. 
Springs. The two-day course includes how to use 
ham radio, especially in emergency situations, live 
equipment demonstrations, radio and antenna rec-
ommendations, and more. Students will prepare 
to pass the Federal Communications Commission 
Technician License exam administered after class 
completion Feb. 7. Cost: $25, includes the FCC 
exam fee of $15.  The required textbook is the 
HamRadioSchool.com Technician License Course, 
available online at HamRadioSchool.com and at 
other online retailers. RSVP & Info: Bob Witte, 659-
3727 or bob@k0nr.com.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., noon-1 
p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free blood 
pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation re-
quested. Info: 484-0517.

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night 
Fellowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 
6-7:30 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument 
(Corner of Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). 
Info: 488-9613, gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, 
www.trilakeschurch.org. 

• Oakley’s Cafe & Bistro: Live music Wednesdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, 1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
See the ad in this issue for a BOGO coupon. Info: 
481-0808.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

• Villa: Martinis & Music every Thu., 5-8 p.m., 
(weather permitting). 75 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Happy Hour Tue.-Sun., 5-6 p.m. New small plates 
menu. RSVP & Info: 481-2222, www.TheVillaPalm
erLake.com.

• A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 

481-0431.
Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by 
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If 
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the 
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call (719) 339-7831 or 
send the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 
1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor 
on topics of general interest. We do not knowingly 
print letters that have previously appeared in sub-
stantially the same form elsewhere, and our editorial 
board limits each letter writer to a maximum of six 
letters per calendar year to ensure that OCN contains 
a variety of viewpoints. To submit a letter, please:
• Identify your submission as a letter to the editor.
• Include a suggested headline or title.
• Limit letters to 300 words or less.
• Include your full name, home address, and day 

and evening phone numbers.
• Email your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail it to 

P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.
• Send your letter at least 10 days before the “first 

Saturday of the month” when the paper is print-
ed.

If you have not received an acknowledgement of your 
letter, call Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at (719) 
339-7831. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy.
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Paula Brady, L.E., C.L.S. 

719-487-SKIN (7546) 
550 Hwy 105 in Monument 

In Medical Center  
next to Safeway 

spamedicausa.com 
Dennis Kotelko, M.D. 

Medical Director 

*Offers good through Dec. 31, 2014. 

SKIN & LASER Medical Spa 

Where science meets beauty 

SPA LA LA LA LA

Christmas Gift 

Certificates 

Give her something  
she will love� 

A Christmas Gift Certificate

FREE with your certificate  
of $50 or more: 

Red Light Anti-Aging 
Treatment or a Blue Light 

Acne Treatment ($50 value)* 

Christmas Chocolate Cherry 
European Facial: Reg. $79.00   

Sale $69.00*

Laser Hair Removal � Sunspots �
Spider Veins � Nail Fungus  �

Botox/Dysport $10.25 per unit �
Restylane/Juvederm Dermal 

Filler � VI Precision Plus Medical 
Peel � Relaxing Medical Facial �

Microdermabrasion �
Dermapen Microneedling

�Treating You, Your Pets and Home As My Own� 
Pet Sitting, Handyman And Personal Organization 

10% OFF Pet and House Sitting* 
$18+/Visit Midday Puppy Play Dates*

*Above offers are for new clients only. 
Some restrictions and conditions may apply. 

Offers expire Feb. 28, 2015.


	Lewis-Palmer Board of Education, Nov. 20: Citizens air concerns about Common Core and assessments
	Tri-Lakes Facility Joint Use Committee, Nov. 11: 2015 budget remainsa problem
	Lewis-Palmer D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee, Nov. 11: State representative-elect explains school funding
	Monument Sanitation District, Nov. 20: Tri-Lakes construction cost-sharing issues remain unresolved
	Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Nov. 13: District forming policy to offer non-potable water
	Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 3: Commercial parcel changed to residential; RV storage facility approved
	Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 17: Water dispute with Palmer Lake discussed
	Palmer Lake Town Council, Nov. 13: ProTerra development water plan augmented
	Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Nov. 18: Board receives offer to buy Station 3
	Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Nov. 19: New meeting location starts in January
	Community Wildfire Mitigation Plan meeting, Nov. 1: Work now to achieve a fire-adapted community
	Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Nov. 14: 2015 budget approved
	NEPCO, Nov. 22: County projects, budget outlook outlined
	Woodmoor Improvement Associate Board of Directors, Nov. 10: 2015 budget has small dues increase and emergency fund
	Tri-Lakes Economic Develop Corporation Annual State of the Region, Nov. 20: Efforts to improve business outlook
	November Weather Wrap
	Letters to Our Community
	Firefighter frustrated with OEM move

	Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore:Great gift books for children
	Everything I Need To Know About Christmas I Learned From a Little Golden Book
	The Fabulous World of Mr. Fred
	My New Friend Is So Fun!
	Blizzard
	My Grandfather’s Coat
	Spirit Animals Series
	Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul
	I Am Malala

	Art Matters: Pop-ups and pleasures: gifts in art
	Palmer Lake Historical Society, Nov. 20: Jedediah Smith, early mountain man
	Snapshots of Our Community
	Political history of the Panama Canal
	Hello Dolly
	Homemakers celebrate Thanksgiving
	Legacy Sertoma Makes Donation to Homes For Our Troops
	Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Grant to HAP
	Kiwanis supports Tri-Lakes Cares
	ALS Ice Bucket
	Legacy Sertoma supports Tri-Lakes Cares
	Wounded veteran given home in Monument
	Honoring the honorable Veterans Ceremony at Monument Academy
	Palmer Lake Star – “Salute and Shine for Veterans” Veterans Day
	Palmer Lake Chili Supper at Palmer Lake Town Hall
	Scenes from Monument Safe Trick or Treat
	Community Coming Together Thanksgiving, sponsored by Rosie’s Diner

	December library events: Families invited to Cookies and Crafts
	OurCommunity Notices
	Our Community Calendar

