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District Accountability Advisory Committee, March 18

Head of state school board group urges
overhaul of funding process
By Harriet Halbig
Ken Delay, executive director of the Colorado Association of School Boards, told the D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) that the state should
completely overhaul the school funding process.
Delay explained that the 1994 School Finance Act
and its predecessor the 1988 School Finance Act promise
that the state will fund adequate education for all students,
regardless of their location or wealth. To do this, the state
funds students in smaller rural districts at a higher rate
because their communities cannot benefit from economy
of scale in their purchasing and would be unable to maintain a sufficient infrastructure of technology, buses, etc.,
without assistance.
Another goal was that most districts would pay the
same mill levy, with per pupil funding adjusted by factors
for local conditions and funding split evenly between the
state and the local community. At present, the mill levy
rates vary from 2 to 27 in the state.
For many years, this balance was maintained, but

during the late 1970s an inflation rate near 20 percent,
caused rapid growth, a rise in real estate values and
exploding property taxes. Both residential and business
property taxes were assessed at 29 percent.
The result was the Gallagher Amendment, which
required that residential taxes equal 55 percent of revenue
and business taxes amount to 45 percent. Business taxes
then skyrocketed and caused resistance, which resulted in
the passage of the Taxpayers Bill of Rights (TABOR) in
1992. TABOR required that any tax increase, including
mill levies for schools, must be passed by a popular vote.
Any funding increase can only equal the previous year’s
revenue plus the percentage of growth for that year. As
a result, school districts must lower their mill levies in
times of rapid growth.
Consequently, during the rapid growth of the 1990s,
school districts had to lower their levies and couldn’t keep
the tax money collected without a vote to override TABOR restrictions. Parent activists responded in 2000 by
campaigning for Amendment 23, which requires a certain
funding level for education but doesn’t provide a source
for the funds.
Delay said that the reason TABOR and Amend-

ment 23 do not succeed in providing sufficient funds is
that they are based on classroom conditions in the 1980s
without the current level of technology, No Child Left
Behind, charter schools, and state assessments required
for today’s education.
He said that Colorado is the fifth lowest in taxation
on the state level and about average on the local level. The
state is becoming divided on the basis of local wealth,
and a complete overhaul of the school funding process is
necessary, Delay said.

Unified Improvement Plans discussed

Principal Chuck Stovall of Kilmer Elementary School
said that his school has received the John Irwin Award
for Excellence for the third year in a row, indicating its
performance is in the top 8 percent statewide.
Under its Unified Improvement Plan, the school rates
as “meets” in academic achievement, academic growth
and academic growth gaps. Growth gaps in math have
improved from “approaching” to “meets.”
Stovall said that the stability of his staff is a contributing factor to a “family feeling” in the building.
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Our Place, Your Place, Anyplace

Palm Sunday Worship
Sunday, April 13, 9:15 & 11:00 a.m. **

251 Front Street, Suite 8
Monument, CO 80132

Maundy Thursday Supper/Communion Service
Thursday, April 17, 5:45 p.m. / 7:00 p.m.

719.487.9076

Good Friday Prayer Vigil
Friday, April 18, 12:00-1:00 p.m. in Chapel

Easter Celebration & Worship
Sunday, April 20, 9:15 & 11:00 a.m. **
** 9:15—led by Praise Team; 11:00—led by Chancel Choir
238 Third Street, Monument, CO 80132
(719) 481-3902
www.mcpcusa.org

2014 Real Estate Sales are UP
Call me today to Buy or Sell

Pikes Peak Vi

ews!

Bent TreeUpdated
5700 sq ft home on lg.
treed lot. Pikes Peak
views. 5-6 bd., 4 ba. Slab
granite in kit, lots of hardwood floors. LL rec room,
FP & bonus room. Almost
4 acres. Brand new roof
included. AVAILABLE AT
NEW LOW PRICE
$589,500.
http://tour.circlepix.com/
home/U9B5SM

SPELLS I-SELL
Call me today to list your
home now. Inventory is
low and prices are up!
Email: andyellis2010@gmail.com

00
$349,0

Gleneagle15535 Jessie Drive
Like new 5 bed/4 bath home in a hard to
find location, backs up to greenbelt with
SW exposure. charming fireplace mantle in
great room. formal dining room, eat-in
kitchen w/slab granite, finished walk-out
basement. large master with 5-piece bath,
walkout lower level bedroom has huge
closet and full bath. List price $349,000.
r
essie D
15535 J

190 Winding Meadow Way.
Large Woodmoor home with perfect setup for extended family.
Over 4000 square feet, 3 car garage, backs to a natural area/
greenspace. Huge lot with Pikes Peak views. List price: $385,000.

