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By Jim Kendrick
On July 10, the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility Joint 
Use Committee (JUC) unani-
mously approved allowing en-
gineering consultant Tetra Tech 
to start work on the phosphate 
removal expansion project be-
fore the design and construction 
contract is approved. 

Facility Manager Bill Burks 
distributed Tetra Tech’s draft 
engineering report that describes 
short- and long-term planning 
to meet new state nutrient treat-
ment restrictions in state Control 
Regulation 85 and Regulation 
31.17. 

Burks reported receipt of 
two reimbursements in June 
from the state’s $80,000 nutri-
ent planning grant for a total 
of $62,821, which helped the 
facility to achieve a net surplus 
in June of $17,952. The facil-
ity had previously received a 
state nutrient planning grant 
reimbursement of $3,185 in May. 
Tetra Tech has charged $66,019 
for nutrient planning so far this 
year. 

The Tetra Tech report pro-
jected $23 million in costs for 
short-term technically feasible 
nutrient removal equipment in-
stallation. No longer-term costs 
were listed because the equip-
ment needed to meet the nutrient 
limits that the EPA is demanding 
of Colorado does not yet exist. 

Tetra Tech consultant engi-
neer Steve Tamburini will brief 
the JUC on the report at the 
next JUC meeting on Aug. 12 to 
finalize the design and construc-
tion contract for the phosphate 
removal expansion. Environ-
mental attorney Paul Anderson, 
a colleague of Tad Foster, the 
facility’s environmental attor-
ney, will also be invited to the 
meeting to monitor Tamburini’s 
presentation. 

The Tri-Lakes facility oper-
ates as a separate public utility 
and is jointly owned, in equal 
one-third shares, by Monument 
Sanitation District, Palmer 
Lake Sanitation District, and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District. The three-member JUC 
acts as the board of the facility 
and consists of one director from 
each of the three owner districts’ 
boards: President Don Smith 
of Monument, Vice President 
Rich Strom of Woodmoor, and 
Secretary/Treasurer Ken Smith 
of Palmer Lake. Several other 
members of the three district 
boards, as well as district man-
agers and district staff also at-
tended the meeting. Strom and 
Smith are new members of the 
JUC. 

Financial report
Burks noted that no payments 
were made in June to Tetra Tech 
for planning and design of the 
phosphorus removal equipment 
to be installed at the facility. 
In June, Monument received a 
credit for $10,807, Palmer Lake 
received a credit for $11,913, 
and Woodmoor received a bill 

for $4,768. 
The June financial report 

was unanimously approved as 
presented. 

Plant manager’s report
Burks noted that the plant had 
been running efficiently. Aver-
age removal of biosolids and 
total suspended solids were each 
at 99 percent. The permit limit 
is 85 percent for each. The EPA 
awarded the Tri-Lakes facility 
for setting a national standard 
for efficiency and effectiveness 
when the activated sludge pro-
cess equipment was designed 
and installed in 1998. 

In June 2012, the Colorado 
Water Quality Control Com-
mission created new regulatory 
requirements for phosphate and 
nitrate/nitrite/ammonia removal 
by wastewater treatment fa-

cilities. The statewide costs were 
high—several billion dollars—
for the unattainable nutrient lim-
its imposed by the EPA that Gov. 
John Hickenlooper imposed 
the mandate on only the largest 
facilities that processed over 2 
million gallons per day. 

The Legislature, at Hicken-
looper’s request, created a state 
grant program for nutrient treat-
ment expansions at these largest 
plants (out of 391 wastewater 
treatment plants in Colorado) to 
help pay for trying to meet this 
EPA requirement. The require-
ment for the smaller plants was 
deferred. 
(See http://www.ocn.me/
v12n7.htm#juc and http:
//www.ocn.me/v13n8.htm#grant 
for more details.)

In the facility’s May Dis-
charge Monitoring Report, the 
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