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Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, Dec. 18

Board celebrates awards and achievements of district
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service academy nominations 
among graduates, and last year 
graduates were offered more 
than $14 million in scholarships. 
ACT scores are among the high-
est in the state.

Communications update
Community Relations Manager 
Robin Adair briefed the com-
mittee on her department’s 
recent activities involving im-

provement of the district’s goal 
of informing all groups, such 
as students, parents, business-
people, and other stakeholders 
of the district’s activities and 
programs.

Adair said that a survey will 
appear on the website inviting 
all parties to register their opin-
ions and offer participation in 
the district’s activities.

Among the goals of the de-
partment is the need to stream-
line communications by reduc-
ing the number of calendars and 
other sources of information 
available. 

Adair distributed a list 
of communications channels 
including social media, postal 
mail, print and broadcast adver-
tising, press conferences, and 

other means of informing the 
public and internal groups of 
developments and activities.

She emphasized that com-
munication is a fluid process and 
that it is critical to maintain an 
ongoing relationship with vari-
ous focus groups going forward.

**********
The District Accountability 

Advisory Committee meets at 

7 p.m. on the second Tuesday 
of each month. Locations vary. 
The next meeting will be on Jan. 
13 at Lewis-Palmer Elementary 
School, 1315 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument.

Harriet Hal-
big may be reached at 

harriethalbig@ocn.me.

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 

Board of Education celebrated 
a number of achievements by 
its schools and individuals at its 
Dec. 18 meeting.

Superintendent Karen Brofft 
announced that four of the dis-
trict’s schools were named James 
Irwin Schools of Excellence by 
the Colorado Department of Edu-
cation. These were Lewis-Palmer 
High School, Palmer Ridge High 
School, Prairie Winds Elemen-
tary, and Monument Academy. 
This award recognizes academic 
achievement.

Among the individuals hon-
ored were Stephanie Johnson, 
English learner facilitator, whose 
program received the English 
Learner Proficiency Assess-
ment Excellence Award, which 
includes a monetary award, and 
Kathryn Holley, a world lan-
guage teacher at Lewis-Palmer 
High School who recently re-
ceived national board certifica-
tion.

Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School Band Director Michael 
Mozingo was chosen as one of 
“50 directors who make a dif-
ference” by School Band and 
Orchestra Magazine. 

Brofft also announced that 
the district has been Accredited 
with Distinction for the fifth con-
secutive year. She said that the 

district’s scores were second-
highest in the state. She thanked 
Director of Assessment and Gift-
ed Education Lori Benton for all 
of her effort in maintaining this 
distinction.

Brofft also mentioned that 
the Colorado Department of 
Education rated Palmer Ridge 
High School as one of the top 10 
in the state. Lewis-Palmer High 
School was rated 14th.

Palmer Ridge High School 
Principal Gary Gabel introduced 
the school’s cross country coach, 
Kelly Christensen, who intro-
duced his 4a state championship 
team.

Superintendent’s update
Brofft reported briefly on the 
board’s ongoing strategic plan-
ning into such matters as cur-
ricula, online assessments, and 
programs. She said that some 
of the planning was prompted 
by Palmer Ridge graduates who 
wished they had more technol-
ogy experience before attending 
college.

Among concerns of the 
board were legislation regarding 
assessments, school safety, the 
Public Employees Retirement 
Association, and protection of 
digital student data.

Brofft said that she hoped 
that the governor’s proposed 
budget would withstand chal-
lenges by the Legislature.

Assistant Superintendent 
Cheryl Wangeman reported that 
a safety and security audit is 
underway. She said that discon-
tinuance of the federal school 
lunch program at the high school 
level is going well, with sales of 
school lunches increasing due to 
the larger portions.

Wangeman also reported 
that there is now a map of re-
unification sites to be used in the 
event of school evacuations and 
that custodial personnel will do 
deep cleaning of district facili-
ties over winter break to avoid 
spread of flu.

Instructional technology 
update

Wangeman reported that she, 
Benton, and Director of Cur-
riculum, Instruction and Profes-
sional Development Sheila Bev-
ing have studied the district’s 
technology resources with 
regard to online assessments, 
the district’s website, and the 
district’s Internet system.

Wangeman pointed out that 
the district has not had a tech-
nology director for a number of 
years, and creation of this posi-
tion is under consideration. An 
audit firm has been retained to 
evaluate the situation beginning 
in January. She said it is hoped 
that the district’s new website 

would be online by August.
The district will also pur-

chase a license that will orga-
nize all Board of Education 
information to make it more 
easily accessible to the public. 
This information would include 

background on board resolutions 
and PowerPoint presentations. 
In this way everyone could see 
the information available to the 
board during its meetings.

(Continued on page 21)


