
Our Community News needs you now!
For 15 years, our volunteers have provid-
ed unbiased reporting on important local 
issues, including real estate development, 
fi re departments, school districts, and 
water availability. We have provided a 
platform for advertising local businesses 
without competition from larger markets. 
We have published letters to the editor to 
allow you to express your opinions on 
events in the Tri-Lakes area.

Now we fi nd that we have more tasks 
than we have volunteers. Some vital jobs 
where we could use your help:
• Ad sales coordinator. We are look-

ing for one dedicated volunteer who 
loves OCN. Commitment is about 45 
hours a month and is very busy the 
second half of each month. 

• Bookkeeping assistant. 
• Reporting on local meetings, what 

they talked about and what they de-
cided.

• Counting and lifting tubs of papers 
to take the mailing to the post offi ces 
and stacks of papers to local busi-
nesses once a month. 

• People with strong arms and backs 
to help load and unload mailing tubs 
from a truck at two locations (three 
hours a month)

• Driving rental truck to various post 
offi ces and the printing plant once a 
month. 

• Preparing post offi ce paperwork, tub 
labels, subscription labels, etc. once 
a month.

• Backup managing editor, keeping 
track of content and word counts and 
preparing the new content spread-
sheet each month. 

The time and skills involved vary greatly 
from job to job. OCN will provide what-
ever equipment and training you need. 

Please join us today! Meet a group of 
interesting and committed people. Learn 
new skills—use your enthusiasm and cre-
ativity to benefi t your community and cel-
ebrate unfi ltered information.

Please call Managing Editor Lisa 
Hatfi eld at 339-7831, or email  editor@
ocn.me to see what you can contribute. 
Contact us today! We are waiting to hear 
from you. If you can spare some time to 
help ensure that OCN continues to pro-
vide a vital service to our wonderful Tri-
Lakes community, please contact us by 
Saturday, Jan. 16.

Above: Our 2014 crop of volunteers 
included, from left, Nancy Wilkins, 
Mike Wicklund, Wayne Claybaugh, 
RaeJean Claybaugh, Lisa Hatfi eld, 
Allen Alchian, James Howald, Jackie 
Burhans, Harriet Halbig, John Heiser, 
Chris Pollard, Arjun Gheewala, Janet 
Sellers, Mark Aggers, and Bernard 
Minetti. Photo by Wayne Claybaugh.

By James Howald
The last meeting of the Palmer Lake 
Town Council in 2015 brought 
changes to the town’s staff, and ex-
pressions of gratitude to volunteers 
for their efforts. Town Attorney 
Larry Gaddis, who had announced 
his intention to retire earlier in 
2015, received an award of appre-
ciation for his service to the town. 
The town’s new attorneys were in-
troduced to the board. Fire Chief 
Margo Humes also received an 
award of appreciation.

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Dec. 28

In 2016, CDOT may help pay 
off BRRTA revenue bond debt

By Jim Kendrick
At the Dec. 28 Baptist Road Rural Trans-
portation Authority (BRRTA) regular 
board meeting, BRRTA District Manager 
Elaine Johnsen, who is the funding opti-
mization manager for the El Paso County 
Budget Administration, and Mark An-
drew, who is the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) Region 2 North 
program engineer, formally advised the 
BRRTA directors that CDOT had tenta-
tively approved a second reimbursement 
payment of $12.51 million to BRRTA in 
early 2016 to pay for all I-25 Baptist Road 

interchange expansion construction costs. 
This second state payment will al-

low BRRTA to redeem all its remaining 
privately-held revenue bond debt a decade 
early, before the end of 2026 as currently 
scheduled. The rest of the money that will 
be used to redeem BRRTA’s remaining 
existing revenue bond debt for BRRTA’s 
fi nancing of expansion of the state’s I-25 
Exit 158 will come from BRRTA’s existing 
debt service fund, which was budgeted to 
have a starting balance for 2016 of $2.38 
million. The fi nal total cost of recalling 

See pages 23-27 for details of these 
and many other local events.

● Wescott FPD Christmas tree chip-
ping, Sat., Jan. 9, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

● El Paso County’s annual Christmas 
tree recycling program (TreeCycle), 
Sat.-Sun., Jan. 9-10, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

● El Paso County Hazardous Materi-
als & Recycling Collection Facility, 
Sat., Jan. 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

● NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Jan. 9, 10 
a.m.-noon. Water Commissioner.

● Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee 
Meeting, Mon., Jan. 11, 6:30-8:30 
p.m.

● Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Jan. 13
● Chess Nuts, Wed., Jan. 13, 5-9 p.m.
● Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, 

Tue., Jan. 19, 3-7 p.m.
● Palmer Lake Historical Society: 

Annual Potluck Dinner and Member-
ship Meeting, Thu., Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m.

● Monument Library: Computer 
Help Lab, Fri., Jan. 22, 9-10 a.m. 

● Warriors Ice Fishing Tournament, 
Sat., Jan. 23, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

● Monument Library: Homeschool 
Books/Materials Exchange/Give-
away, Mon., Jan. 25, 1-2 p.m.

● LPHS/UNC Joint Concert with 
LPMS Symphonic Band, Wed., Jan. 
27, 7-9 p.m.

● Monument Library: Bonfi ls Blood 
Center Community Blood Drive, 
Sat., Jan. 30, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

● PRHS/LPHS/LPMS/MA Com-
bined Concert, Tue., Feb. 2, 7-9 p.m.

● CERT Training, Thu.-Sat., Feb. 4-6
● RMMA Concert, Sat., Feb. 6, 7 p.m.
● Heartsaver CPR/First Aid Class, 

Sat., Feb. 27, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.  ■

Local Events
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Happy New Year! from the volunteers at 

In this issue

Above: Palmer Lake Mayor Nikki McDonald 
presents outgoing Town Lawyer Larry 
Gaddis with an Award of Appreciation. 
Photo by James Howald.

This year marked the 82nd Anniversary of the Yule Log Ceremony in Palmer 
Lake. The ceremony on Dec. 13, in memory of lifelong Yule Logger Harry 
Krueger, featured bagpipers, a hammered dulcimer player, carols, story telling, 
wassail drinking, and of course the hunt for the Yule Log. The ceremony began 
with an invocation, then the trumpet call sent log hunters to the trail in search 
for the hidden Yule Log. Once back to the Town Hall, the Yule Log Ceremony 
commenced. The Yule log and Kindling log were set ablaze and log hunters 
enjoyed sharing in a warm cup of wassail. Above: Kurt Voelker carries in the 
kindling log for the fi re. The kindling log is half of last year’s Yule Log that is 
saved to start the fi re. Caption by Audrey Burkart. Photos by Molly Porter. See 
additional photos of the Yule festivities on page 22.

(Continuted on page 2

(Continued on page 7)

Palmer Lake Town Council, Dec. 11

Town Attorney Larry Gaddis 
retires; Fire Chief Margo 

Humes departs

An important 
message for 
our readers
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all the remaining BRRTA revenue bonds 
ahead of schedule is not known at this 
time. The board unanimously approved 
the proposed fi nal draft of the CDOT reim-
bursement agreement. 

Some of the BRRTA revenue bonds 
that totaled $21.5 million had already been 
redeemed using CDOT’s fi rst payment to 
BRRTA of $3 million in May 2011. John-
sen said this proposed second $12.51 mil-
lion CDOT repayment:
• Would allow early redemption of the 

remaining BRRTA revenue bonds. 
• May allow termination of the existing 

BRRTA-voter-approved temporary 
20-year one-cent sales tax as early as 
July 1, 2016, because Colorado taxes 
can only start/stop on Jan. 1 or July 1.

• May allow BRRTA to cease opera-
tions sooner than 2026 

The board then unanimously approved a 
resolution to adopt the amended fi nal 2016 
BRRTA budget and appropriation resolu-
tion that included this CDOT $12.51 mil-
lion reimbursement. The beginning total 

fund balance was $2.916 million, total 
2016 budgeted revenues were $13.253 
million, total 2016 budgeted expenses 
were $15.219 million, and total ending 
2016 fund balance was $950,269. The debt 
service fund beginning total fund balance 
was $2.436 million, total 2016 budgeted 
revenues were $13.253 million, total 2016 
budgeted expenses were $15.196 mil-
lion, and total ending 2016 fund balance 
was $432,853, assuming a full repayment 
of bond principal and accrued interest by 
June 30. 

There was no public comment during 
the open portion of this budget hearing. 
Note: The BRRTA board consists of two 
Town of Monument elected offi cials and 
three elected El Paso County offi cials. The 
current members are Monument Mayor 
Pro Tem Jeff Kaiser (Chair), Monument 
Mayor Rafael Dominguez, County Com-
missioner Darryl Glenn, County Commis-
sioner Dennis Hisey, and County Assessor 
Steve Schleiker. Glenn did not attend this 
meeting. 

The county staff members now per-
forming tasks for BRRTA as an additional 
duty at no cost to BRRTA––in return for 
BRRTA giving up its road use fee revenue 
stream to induce more rapid development 
of the Baptist Road corridor by suspending 
BRRTA’s road use fee for new construc-
tion––are Elaine Johnsen, Sales and Use 
Tax Manager Brian Olson, Finance Man-
ager Nikki Simmons, Sr. Assistant County 
Attorney Lori Seago, and Assistant Coun-
ty Attorney Kenneth Hodges. Olson and 
Hodges did not attend this meeting. 
(See ocn.me/v15n1.htm#brrta, ocn.me/

v15n2.htm#brrta, and ocn.me/v15n6.
htm#brrta0508 for more details.) 
Background on BRRTA projects 

BRRTA and the Pikes Peak Rural Trans-
portation Authority (PPRTA) have par-
ticipated in funding numerous Tri-Lakes 
region road building projects:
1.  BRRTA’s fi rst project was construc-

tion of a westbound Baptist Road de-
celeration lane ($20,000) at the Leath-
er Chaps Road intersection while 
Baptist Road was still a two-lane road 
in 2001. 

2.  In 2002, El Paso County and BRRTA 
started formal planning for the wid-
ening of Baptist Road from I-25 Exit 
158 east to Desiree Drive. At the same 
time the county started separate coor-
dinated planning for the widening of 
Struthers Road south of Baptist Road 
by the county. After the creation of 
the Pikes Peak Rural Transportation 
Authority (PPRTA) in November, 
2004, most of the funding for these 
simultaneous construction projects 
came from PPRTA. 

3. BRRTA and El Paso County, with 
substantial temporary funding from 
PPRTA (later reimbursed), next ex-
panded the state’s I-25 Baptist Road 
interchange. 

4. El Paso County, BRRTA, and PPR-
TA are currently widening Baptist 
Road west of I-25 from the Valero 
truck stop to Hay Creek Road, with 
a roundabout at Old Denver Road, 
as well as building a bridge over the 
BNSF railroad tracks; the bridge will 
initially serve about 78 houses off of 

BRRTA (Cont. from page 1)

Best
Dog

MonumentÊPlazaÊ#203
719-648-9122

www.bestdogltd.com &Êwww.facebook.com/BestDogLtd

Dog Training and Dog Walking Using 
Positive Training Methods

$5 Off! 1st Dog Walk
~ with this coupon ~

Good until 2/29/16
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Hay Creek Road. The bridge 
opened for traffic on Dec. 
23, 2015. 

BRRTA also works with the 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Gov-
ernments, as well as the state, to 
obtain capital project funding. 

Background on CDOT 
reimbursement

BRRTA was established in a No-
vember 1997 election to improve 
Baptist Road’s traffic safety, 
operations, and capacity. Only 
two BRRTA residents, retired 
Army Col. Phillip Weinert 
and Joan Weinert of King-
swood, voted in this contro-
versial election that produced 
a unanimous vote of 2-0 for 
BRRTA’s creation. (ocn.me/
v3n1.htm#plank, ocn.me/
v3n2.htm#plank) 

PPRTA was established 
in a November 2004 election. 
The member governments 
are the cities of Colorado 
Springs and Manitou Springs, 
El Paso County, and the town 
of Green Mountain Falls. The 
original 10-year lifespan of 
PPRTA was extended another 
10 years––through 2024––in 
a November 2012 election. 
PRRTA has financed its road 
construction debt with two 
sequential temporary 10-year 
one-cent sales taxes within its 
service area. (pprta.com) 

The Town of Monument’s 
Board of Trustees chose not to 
be part of PPRTA in 2004 
because the town’s eastside 
residents would be paying a 
BRRTA sales tax. 

The El Paso County 
Department of Transporta-
tion staff has administered 
BRRTA and PPRTA road 
construction projects that 

have improved Baptist Road and 
Struthers Road. BRRTA had to 
reimburse PPRTA for “cash ad-
vances” after PPRTA had paid 
$900,000 of BRRTA’s costs for 
engineering and land acquisition 
for Baptist Road widening. 

PPRTA has contributed sub-
stantially to Baptist Road wid-
ening improvements and loaned 
BRRTA money to pay some of 

its expenses when BRRTA’s sales 
tax revenues, which did not begin 
until July 1, 2007, were initially 
insufficient. Since then, BRRTA 
has reimbursed PPRTA for all its 
loans. 

On Aug. 11, 2006, the 
BRRTA president, County Com-
missioner Wayne Williams, an-
nounced that the state Trans-
portation Commission would 

I-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers 
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 

10 am to 7 pm Sunday 

719-481-0708 

 Over 1,100 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines 
 500 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers 
 Fine Cigars • Wide Variety of Spirits • Walk-In Wine Cooler 

* Excludes purchases of kegs, cigarettes & other sale items. Expires 11/30/15. 



Page 4 Vol. 16 No. 1Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

be considering an intergovernmental agreement between 
CDOT and BRRTA on Aug. 17 regarding state reimburse-

ment for privately-owned revenue bond financing of Bap-
tist Road interchange improvements. 

On Aug. 28, 2006 BRRTA unanimously certified the 
language for the November ballot initiative for a tempo-
rary one-cent BRRTA sales tax to finance the I-25 Baptist 
Road expansion and unanimously approved an intergov-
ernmental agreement for the CDOT to reimburse BRRTA 
for its proposed revenue bond financing of Baptist Road 
interchange improvements. 

BRRTA voters approved a $21.5 million sales tax rev-
enue bond issue financed by a temporary 20-year one-cent 
sales tax within the BRRTA service area in the Nov. 6, 
2006 election. 

Originally, the new PPRTA service area in unincorpo-
rated El Paso County surrounded but excluded the BRRTA 
service area. When BRRTA later annexed additional ser-
vice area to capture sales taxes from adjacent new devel-
opments where property owners would be using Baptist 
Road heavily, PPRTA and BRRTA created an intergovern-
mental agreement (IGA) to split revenues 50-50 for these 
overlapping areas that was approved on March 27, 2008.

These BRRTA tax revenue bonds were finally sold by 
BRRTA’s bond agent in June 2008 and the temporary one-

cent sales tax was initiated in July 2008 even though all 
the needed right of way had not yet been transferred to 
BRRTA. At that time the expected interest costs over the 
full 20 years were about $17 million, for a total BRRTA 
bond debt cost of $38.5 million. 

During a special meeting on Oct.3, 2008 the BRRTA 
board voted unanimously to select the $12.6 million bid 
from Lawrence Construction Co., of Littleton, for the 
expansion of the I-25 Baptist Road interchange to widen 
the ramps and bridge over the interstate. Lawrence had 
previously expanded the I-25 Highway 105 interchange 
at Exit 161. The state’s existing two-lane Baptist Road 
bridge over I-25 was demolished to make room for the 
county’s eastbound span after construction of the county’s 
westbound span was completed. 

All aspects of the expansion of the state’s Baptist Road 
interchange had to be approved by CDOT even though the 
department did not pay for the bridge and ramp widen-
ing. The state would not accept ownership for the new in-
terchange bridge until after construction was completed 
due to a lack of any available state highway maintenance 
funds throughout the expansion construction period. The 
costs for resolving all construction-related contingencies, 
which the state would have borne as a cost of construction 
if CDOT had actually constructed the bridge itself, were 
added to the basic total Lawrence contract cost for a total 
estimated construction cost of about $16 million, which 
the state then formally agreed to pay to BRRTA in a May 
2008 CDOT-BRRTA reimbursement IGA. 

After the I-25 Baptist Road interchange expansion 
was completed by Lawrence in the spring of 2010, it was 
formally approved by CDOT as meeting state standards. 
BRRTA and the county then transferred ownership of the 
interchange to the state. 

Recent progress in BRRTA-CDOT 
negotiations 

During a special meeting of the BRRTA board that was 
held on June 29, 2015 at the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) offices in Denver, BRRTA repre-
sentatives asked CDOT representatives to provide a more 
definitive state reimbursement schedule for the $16 mil-
lion that BRRTA paid for the construction of the state’s 
expanded I-25 Baptist Road interchange. (ocn.me/v15n8.
htm#brrta0729) 

At the Aug. 14, 2015 BRRTA meeting, Johnsen said 
she had next met with CDOT Project Manager Dan Hunt, 
CDOT’s project engineer and manager for coordinating 

the Baptist Road interchange expansion with BRRTA and 
the county, to figure out the bottom line reimbursable con-
struction cost. (ocn.me/v7n1.htm#brrta, ocn.me/v15n9.
htm#brrta0814) 

At the Dec. 28, 2015 BRRTA meeting, Johnsen noted 
that the directors needed to approve the final CDOT reim-
bursement agreement as negotiated on Oct. 25, 2015 by 
CDOT staff and BRRTA’s county staff before the amended 
2016 BRRTA budget and appropriation could be approved 
in a public hearing. She stated that every vendor for the 
I-25 Baptist Road Interchange expansion has been paid 
and every other requirement has been covered. Therefore, 
the total cost of the expansion project has been fully de-
fined. 

Andrew then also reported to the BRRTA directors in 
his letter of Nov. 23, 2015 that on Oct. 25, 2015 an agree-
ment “was obtained on the final pending payments that 
will satisfy the balance owed from CDOT to BRRTA. It 
was also understood that the final payments described be-
low are sufficient to pay off the remaining Revenue Bonds 
in conjunction with current revenue sources and revenues 
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Furnished Studio Apartment For Rent 
Totally clean and neat. Great quiet location in the woods near Fox Run 
Park. North end Colorado Springs near I-25 and Baptist Road. Separate 

entrance, kitchen, and bath. New bathroom and kitchen. Laundry in  
the garage. N/S. N/P. Single adult only. Available now. $995/month 

includes utilities and laundry. One-year lease. $800 deposit and full 
background check required. On-street parking. Call, Text, or Email:  
Karen (303) 868-3255 go2karenlinamen@yahoo.com 
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held in reserve designated for the bond payments.” 
Andrew’s letter stated, “CDOT and BRRTA entered 

into an IGA in May 2008, which states CDOT will reim-
burse BRRTA for all eligible costs related to the recon-
struction of the interchange. This project was originally 
funded by BRRTA using Revenue Bonds to pay for the 

Above: On Dec. 28, the Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority (BRRTA) approved its 2016 budget and 
appropriation that included a proposed second reimbursement in early 2016 from the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) of $12.51 million to BRRTA. When this proposed payment is combined with CDOT’s 
first payment to BRRTA of $3 million in May 2011, all the construction-related costs BRRTA paid for the state 
to expand the I-25 Baptist Road interchange (Exit 158) expansion will have been reimbursed as promised by 
the state in May 2008. Seated clockwise are County Assessor Steve Schleiker, County Commissioner Dennis 
Hisey, Monument Mayor pro-tem Jeff Kaiser, Monument Mayor Rafael Dominguez, County Finance Manager 
Nikki Simmons, County Funding Optimization Manager Elaine Johnsen, Sr. Assistant County Attorney Lori 
Seago, CDOT Region 2 North Program Engineer Mark Andrew, and engineering manager for the county’s 
Public Services Department Jennifer Irvine. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

The Indoor Market inside Grace Best 
School will open every third Saturday: 
Jan 16, Feb 20, Mar 19 and Apr 16. Many 
new vendors plus all your old favorites! 
Local honey, jams, pastries, cheese and 

more! For information,  
call 592-9420. See you there! 

Monument Hill  
Farmers Market 
66 Jefferson Street  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

719-481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION 
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH 

 

A Great Gift !

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor 

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team 
*Indoor Arena 

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
         *Dressage

Parish House Baroque Concert 
Saturday, February 6, 2016, 7 p.m. 

 

An early music ensemble featuring historical 
instruments and local musicians. Together, 

the musicians have over 35 years’ 
experience in early music and historical 

tuning, temperament, and improvisation. 
Parish House Baroque aims to engage 

audiences through sumptuous and lively 
performances, as well as thoughtful 

educational opportunities.  
Parish House Baroque is ensemble-in-

residence at the First Lutheran Church in 
downtown Colorado Springs. 

 

Concert location:  
Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church, 20256 
Hunting Downs Way. Directions: Southwest 

of Highway 83 and County Line Road/Palmer 
Divide Ave., East of Kings Deer. 

 

Tickets for adults are $10 online at 
www.rmmaonline.org or $12 at the door.  

Students with ID, and children  
12 and under are FREE.  

For information, contact Coleen Abeyta at 
630-8165 or Coleen.Abeyta@gmail.com 

LR: Elisa Wicks, Terri Moon, Pam Chaddon, and Eric Wicks 
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By Audrey Burkart
The Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee met Dec. 14 to reform 
what has been for years an inactive group in the commu-
nity. The purpose of the meeting was to provide an idea of 
what the committee does, as well as establish a committee 
that has potential to make change and help direct the future 
of land development in the area. The committee aims to 
form and maintain working relationships with the county, 
towns, and in the Tri-Lakes area with the ultimate goal of 
reviewing current land use requests. 

The revival of the committee was initiated by Jerry 
Hannigan and Allison Catalano. Hannigan was part of the 
original committee that made the 2000 plan; Catalano saw 
a need for a Tri-Lakes group that had a say in land devel-
opment in the area and created the Grow Smart Monument 

group on Facebook. 
The committee first reformed in 1996 to rework the 

1983 comprehensive plan for the Tri-Lakes area. Ulti-
mately, the committee wrote and printed the 2000 compre-
hensive plan. The newly formed committee first intends to 
elect members, and then will look into maintenance and 
changes needed for the comprehensive land use plan. 

Hannigan described the Tri-Lakes area as “south of 
County Line Road, west of Highway 83, east of the na-
tional forest, and north of Colorado Springs and the Air 
Force Academy.” Land development begins when the 
developer creates an initial land use request to El Paso 
County. The Land Use Committee would like to evaluate 
requests based on the comprehensive plan formed by the 
committee, and then provide input on requests.

Originally, the committee structure had two tiers of 
organization. The first is an executive committee that 
overlooks the entire committee, formed from a chair, 
vice chairs, and fellow members. The second tier has two 
groups: the sub area committees and the topical commit-
tees. The sub area committees were initially 12 subcom-
mittees formed based on 12 neighborhood zones in the 
Tri-Lakes area. Per questions from meeting attendees, 
the neighborhood subcommittees will likely change due 
to growth in the area since 2000. The topical committees 
consist of 12 more subcommittees based upon interest in 
area functions such as parks, trails, and visual res; water 
waste; transportation; and historic resources. 

The hope is that the overall committee will be very 
large, perhaps hundreds of members. Core members and 
volunteers would compose the subcommittees and execu-
tive committee. 

**********
The next meeting of the Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee 
is scheduled for 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 11 at 
the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 166 Second St. in 
Monument. This meeting will be a working group meet-
ing, though any citizens interested in joining are welcome.

Audrey Burkart can be contacted at 
audreyburkart@ocn.me.

reconstruction of the interchange with the understanding 
that CDOT would eventually pay back BRRTA for these 
costs. The interchange was completed in the fall of 2009. 
In May 2011, CDOT paid an initial amount of $3,000,000 
toward the balance and $1,083,000 was also budgeted and 
adopted in the current STIP [Statewide Transportation 

Improvement Program] and TIP [Transportation Improve-
ment Plan] as an interim payment. On October 22, the 
CDOT Transportation Commission approved a final pay-
ment in Transportation [Commission] Contingency Funds 
(TCC Funds) for the amount of $11,431,169 bringing the 
total approved payments to $15,514,169.” He said, “We 
have the money budgeted. We just have to finalize the final 
agreement” and will need a request for payment of $12.51 
million from BRRTA after the final agreement is signed 
by all parties. 

The total amounts that CDOT has agreed to reimburse 
were:
•	 $13.36 million for construction costs
•	 $527,000 for utility costs
•	 $1.62 million for contract management
Note: As previously agreed, no state reimbursements will 
be made to BRRTA for any of the accrued interest or ad-
ministrative costs for the $21.5 million bond issue. (ocn.
me/v11n1.htm#bot1220)

Andrew’s letter also stated that “CDOT’s goal is 
to make final payment to BRRTA sometime in January, 
2016” and the “final encumbering document will likely 
contain an amendment to close the IGA.” However, he 
told the board it would be better to expect state approval to 

take about six weeks to get the state comptroller to sign it. 
Johnsen asked the board to schedule a special BRRTA 

meeting to formally approve the final payoff agreement. 
The date set for this meeting was Jan. 8 at 1 p.m. Some of 
Andrew’s final comments on lessons learned were:
•	 Thanks for letting CDOT borrow $15.5 million to 

build the interchange. 
•	 Sorry it took so long. 
•	 We’ve got an interchange that looks great. 
•	 I think this was a success.
•	 Don’t obligate money when you don’t know where 

it’s coming from. 
Hisey added that there were great savings made by avoid-
ing the use of federal funds. 

The board unanimously approved the draft proposal 
letter as presented by Andrew. 

**********
The meeting adjourned at 4 p.m. The next regular board 
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 12 at 2:30 p.m. at the coun-
ty’s Citizen Service Center, 1675 W. Garden of the Gods 
Road in the Academy Conference Room. Meetings are 
normally held on the second Friday of the second month 
of the quarter. Information: 520-5547 or 520-6386. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

Above: Allison Catalano, left, and Jerry Hannigan 
answer questions on how the Tri-Lakes Land Use 
Committee was previously formed and how they 
foresee the future of the committee changing. Photo 
by Audrey Burkart.
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Citizens’ Land Use Committee reviving

325 Second St. Suite Y, Downtown Monument 
 

(719) 487-8660 

Let me rock 
your style! 

 

One of the most 
important things for 
looking young is a 
modern haircut.  
I specialize in the 

latest color trends and  
textured razor cuts. 

Arlene Nelson 

COUNSELING 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST MA 

MARY SENOUR 
 

Marriage • Family • Adolescents  
Substance Abuse • Body Image  

Coping Skills • Coaching 
236 N. Washington St., Monument  

 

(719) 331-4312  Email: senour71@gmail.com  

Heartsaver 
CPR/First 
Aid Class 

Sat., Feb. 27, 8 am-4 pm 
Open to everyone; includes 

CPR/AED for infant, child, and adult; 
conscious choking; and all areas of First Aid. 
To reserve a spot, call Carley at (719) 481-4622 and 

pay $25 (required in advance) for the cost of the 
certification card and a CPR face mask.  

Reservations are due by Thu., Feb. 25, 5 pm. 
See http://tlumc.org for directions to Tri-Lakes United 
Methodist Church, 20256 Hunting Downs Way, SW of 
Hwy 83 and County Line Road. Info: epg@tlumc.org. 

Tammie’s Cleaning Service  
 
 

Dependable and honest with  
an old-fashioned work ethic!  My mission is  

to provide a quality service to you and your home.  
I charge reasonable rates and provide quality service 

with a personal touch to meet your needs!  

 
 

(719) 648-4725  

Let Me Do Your Dirty Work! 
 

Have a Happy New You!  
Therapeutic Massage 

Craniosacral Therapy 

Mind & Body Talk Therapy  

Call or text 719-963-7013 
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Mayor thanks Gaddis for his 
work as town attorney

Mayor Nikki McDonald presented Gaddis 
with a plaque thanking him for his 37 years 
as the town’s attorney, pointing out that for 
20 of those years she had been mayor. In 
his goodbye to the council, Gaddis said 
that it had been “a real privilege” to serve 
the town, and remembered when he had 
also served as the town attorney for Monu-
ment. Gaddis commended the current and 
previous trustees for their commitment to 
the town’s best interests. Gaddis also in-
troduced his wife, Barbara Gaddis, and his 
legal assistant of 20 years, Angelika M. 
Bush, to the council.

New attorneys sworn in
Town Clerk Bob Radosevich swore in 
Maureen Juran and Jill Hassman of Wid-
ner Michow & Cox LLP following a unan-
imous vote to approve them as the town’s 
new attorneys. 

Outgoing Fire Chief Humes 
thanked

Fire Trustee Rich Kuehster presented 
Humes with an award of appreciation for 

her time leading the town’s Fire Depart-
ment, and said Humes had raised the de-
partment’s level of professionalism during 
her tenure. Humes then gave Trustee for 
Economic Development Judith Harrington 
an award for excellence in service to the 
Fire Department for Harrington’s work to 
earn the town its Firewise certification.

Other volunteers honored
Harrington presented Cindy Powell with 
an award in the form of a fire hydrant for 
Powell’s work writing grant proposals for 
the town, fundraising for the Palmer Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department, and improv-
ing the town’s fire station. Powell, in turn, 
thanked Joe Schriner, owner of Rent-A-
Honey Handyman Service, for the work he 
had donated to the town repairing the fire 
station’s bathroom.

Parks and Recreation Trustee Paul 
Banta thanked the team working to eradi-
cate noxious weeds, and said he would 
have an award for them at the next Town 

Council meeting.
Town to acquire brush truck

During his committee report, Kuehster 
proposed to the council that the town pur-
chase a used brush truck for sale in Florida 
for $55,000. The Fireman’s Protective As-
sociation had offered the town an interest-
free loan for $20,000 to help purchase the 
truck, Kuehster said, the loan to be repaid 
with funds earned by renting the truck to 
the Forest Service and with revenues from 

the recent tax increase. The council voted 
unanimously to make the purchase.

The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be at 6 p.m. Jan. 14 
at Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings 
are normally held on the second Thursday 
of the month. Information: 481-2953.

James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Monument Board of Trustees, Dec. 10

2016 budget approved; local 
senior needs gap discussed

 Palmer Lake TC (Cont. from page1)

236 North Washington St., Monument, CO 80132 • langinvestmentservices.com

Unbiased, independent advice.

Investment strategies for 
both bears and bulls.

Build a investment strategy that’s meant to perform.
Call Matthew Lang at (719) 481-0887.

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
Fixed insurance products and services offered through CES Insurance Agency.

When you choose Lang Investment Services, you get a partner dedicated to protecting and growing 

your assets over the long haul. Our personalized investment strategies can help protect your money 

in a sluggish bear market while helping prepare for growth when the bulls begin their run. With a 

turbulent stock market arrives, it’s important to make sure your portfolio is prepared for the bumpy 

ride ahead.

Strategic Asset Management • Tax Advantaged Investing • Retirement Planning
Insurance • Investment Guidance • Consulting

Above: Fire Trustee Rich Kuehster 
presents outgoing Palmer Lake Fire 
Chief Margo Humes with an Award 
of Appreciation. Photo by James 
Howald.

Above: Jill Hassman, left, and 
Maureen Juran are Palmer Lake’s 
new town attorneys. Photo by James 
Howald.

By Lisa Hatfield
The Dec. 10 Monument Board of Trust-
ees meeting was rescheduled from Dec. 7 
so that a quorum could be reached. At the 
meeting, the trustees approved the 2016 
budget with a brief discussion of updating 
the Comprehensive Plan. They approved 
a new Qdoba restaurant and inline retail 
establishment south of Ent Federal Credit 
Union and a Verizon cell phone installa-
tion on the roof of Tri-Lakes Printing. 

They also heard a detailed report 
about the financial and social impacts of 
the increasing size and dependency of the 
senior citizen population in the Tri-Lakes 
area, with some suggestions for neces-
sary action. 

Trustees Kelly Elliott, Jeff Smith, 
and Becki Tooley were absent.
2016 budget items approved

Town Treasurer Pamela Smith and Town 
Manager Chris Lowe presented the final 
2016 budget, which has been available to 
the public since Oct. 5. The report noted 
that total budgeted revenues for 2016 are 
$13.65 million, “which is an 8.1 percent 
increase from 2015 revenue. Total bud-
geted expenditures for 2016 are $13.31 
million, which is a 30 percent increase 
in expenses from 2015, however this in-
crease is largely attributable to $400,000 
for the sidewalk project and approxi-
mately $1.4 million in 2A funds that are 
budgeted, but reserved for projects not 
yet identified. Finally, full staffing and 
increased costs for employee benefits ac-

count for the bulk of this increase.”
Lowe’s report said the budget “identi-

fies and addresses several needs and meets 
statutory requirements for a balanced bud-
get…. This budget does not have major 
capital improvements (CIP) or projects, 
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however, it does allow flexibility to begin 
the planning for possible projects in both 
the General and Water funds. The develop-
ment of a new, long-term CIP will be im-
portant to this and future budgets.”

The budget is fiscally responsible, 
Mayor Pro-Tem Jeff Kaiser said, noting 
that the public still needs to become ac-
tively involved and provide input about the 
priorities as the town continues to make 
decisions. No public comment was made 
either for or against the budget. “It is never 
too early to bring something up for next 
year’s budget,” Smith said.

The trustees unanimously approved 
both the 2016 town budget and an ordi-
nance appropriating money for the various 
funds within the budget.

The board also unanimously approved 
a resolution to certify the property tax mill 
levy to the El Paso County Assessor’s Of-
fice at 6.255 mills. Smith explained this 
was a one-time reduction of 0.034 mills 
from the 2015 budget. She said the mills 
went down because of development and 
assessed valuation.

Town comprehensive plan 

update
Lowe mentioned that the budget included 
funds for a review of the town compre-
hensive plan and that it was “now on Mr. 
Manning’s plate.” Planning Director Larry 
Manning wrote the following in his memo 
to the trustees:

“The town manager and I have dis-
cussed the expressed need to expedite the 
update of the Comprehensive Plan for the 
town. We are in concurrence that this is a 
priority. We are in the process of review-
ing the Comprehensive Plan Update dated 
December 2003 and other associated docu-
ments in order to assess the update needs. 
This will aid in the development of a Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP) to solicit bids to 
do the work. It is our goal to have the RFP 
ready to send out by the end of January.

“Other plans that are often updated 
and included in the Comprehensive Plan 
are the Three Mile Plan and a plan for 
parks, trails, and open space. The Three 
Mile Plan identifies future growth for an 
area three miles out from the perimeter of 
the existing city limits. There is an exist-
ing document called the Annexation Policy 
Map dated Nov. 30, 2001 that can serve as 

a basis of the update. There was an effort 
in 2015 to update the 2003 Parks, Trails 
and Open Space plan called the Town of 
Monument Parks Improvement Plan.

“It is anticipated that several public 
input meetings will take place as part of 
the process. The input of staff, the Plan-
ning Commission, and the Board of Trust-
ees will also be important. Funds have 
been budgeted in the 2016 budget for this 
scope of work.”
Rooftop cell antenna approved

Planner Kate Brady presented an ordinance 
approving a rooftop wireless cell antenna 
as a conditional use for Verizon Wireless 
at 15706 Jackson Creek Parkway, which is 
Tri-Lakes Printing. She said no cell phone 
tower would be visible at all; the rooftop 
antenna will be fully screened by adding 
slightly higher parapets on top of building. 

The item was approved by the Monu-
ment Planning Commission 6-1 on Nov. 
12, including the condition that the height 
of the building could not be increased in 
the future without returning through the 
public hearing process. See www.ocn.me/
v15n12.htm#mpc-1112. 

The application was approved unani-
mously by the trustees.
Qdoba and inline retail center 

approved
Manning presented ordinances for a final 
plat and a final PD site plan for the Jack-
son Creek Commerce Center Filing 3, on 
the vacant portion of the northeast corner 
of Jackson Creek Parkway and Leath-
er Chaps Drive. The site will include a 
3,000-square-foot Qdoba restaurant and 
9,600-square-foot inline retail center (strip 
mall - www.ocn.me/v5n4jccc.htm, www.
ocn.me/v7n9.htm#bot0820) on about 2 
acres that is zoned Planned Multi-Use De-
velopment (PMD) along the east boundary 
of the parcel. He said the buildings will 
be no more than 24 feet at highest point, 
although the zoning would have allowed 
buildings twice that tall.

At the Nov. 12 Planning Commis-
sion meeting, the final plat was approved 
by 5-2 vote, and the final PD site plan was 
approved by a 4-3 vote. Except for ques-
tions about traffic safety, the various other 
concerns voiced by the dissenting planning 
commissioners were not echoed by the 

trustees. See www.ocn.me/v15n12.
htm#mpc-1112.

Howe and Kaiser both asked 
questions about traffic studies. Man-
ning said he had reviewed all the past 
traffic studies for the intersection. 
He said the traffic study originally 
assumed that area would include all 
retail businesses instead of an office 
building, so the traffic has not been 
as busy as anticipated. Therefore, the 
existing concrete “pork chop” at Old 
Forest Point and Leather Chaps Drive 
can be safely removed to change the 
intersection from the current right-in, 
right-out only configuration to a full 
movement intersection with a stop 
sign.

The trustees approved both the 
final plat and final PD site plan unani-
mously. Architect Kristen Albers said 
the next step for the project was to 
work with the Pikes Peak Regional 
Building Department.

Liquor license renewed
Mike Clemente of NY Boys LLC 
represented Borriello Brothers Real 
NY Pizza in applying for a hotel and 
restaurant liquor license renewal. The 
renewal could not be done adminis-
tratively because the Colorado De-
partment of Revenue Liquor Enforce-
ment Division notified the licensee 
that an underage purchaser obtained 
alcohol there on Sept. 1. 

Borriello Brothers had already 
agreed to a 10-day suspension, five 
to take place from Nov. 23 to Nov. 
27 and then another five days of sus-
pension to be held in abeyance for a 
period of one year pending no further 
violations of the Colorado Liquor 
Code during this one-year period, 
Town Clerk Cynthia Sirochman’s re-
port noted.

After asking questions of Clem-
ente, the trustees approved the renew-
al unanimously.
Gaps in services for seniors 
will increase without every-

one’s planning
Greg Coopman presented the trustees 
with information about senior needs 
in the Monument community at the 
invitation of Mayor Pro-Tem Jeff 
Kaiser. Coopman, who is vice presi-
dent of a “large home health com-
pany,” described the “silver tsunami” 
approaching El Paso County and the 
Tri-Lakes area and the gaps in ser-
vices that will be needed to support 
them. 
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The population over age 65 is expected 
to triple in El Paso County by 2040, from 
72,000 seniors now to 200,000, Coopman 
said. El Paso County is “leading the entire 
nation” in the rate its population is aging. 
This is not due to an influx of seniors from 
other places but instead resulting from the 
aging of the current baby boomer popula-
tion, he said.

He warned that, in addition to normal 
living costs to be paid for in retirement, 
the average senior citizen will also need 
a minimum of $250,000 to pay for addi-
tional out-of-pocket medical costs includ-
ing skilled nursing care, assisted living, or 
nursing home care. He said 70 percent of 
people turning 65 can expect to use some 
form of long-term care during their lives. 
Currently 80 percent of all care is being 
provided by unpaid family caregivers, he 
said. 

However, 78 percent of seniors have 
saved less than $250,000 and are not fi-
nancially prepared for living costs during 
retirement, much less the additional long-
term health care costs. Coopman said 40 
percent of baby boomers have “hardly any 
money saved at all.” 

Ironically, the vast majority of seniors 
say they would like to stay in their homes 
as long as they can. “The only barrier to 
‘aging in place’ is financial,” he said, since 
all services that seniors might need would 
come to their home, for a price.

He explained that Medicaid insurance 
will not pay for long-term care costs, and 
there is no state or federal program in place 
to fill in the gaps. He said the number of 
senior citizens who cannot pay for their 
care but still do not qualify for Medicaid 
includes 30 percent of seniors now and 
will increase to 90 percent of seniors in the 
next decade. 

Coopman said that to become eligible 
for Medicaid, the only program that would 
pay, individuals have to first completely 
exhaust their own financial assets. The 
“best thing” that can happen to them then 
is to go in and out of the hospital system, 
“spending down” all their savings so they 
can become eligible to live in Medicaid-
eligible long-term-care facilities, which 

are “bad.” He said, “We are going to have 
a real problem in next 10-12 years. It is 
heartbreaking.”

Mayor Rafael Dominguez asked about 
Colorado House Bill 15-1033, signed into 
law in June, concerning long-term strate-
gies to address Colorado’s aging popula-
tion. Coopman said very limited funding is 
available, but that bill might spark conver-
sations and a road map to create a solution 
about long-term care and its costs. 

Because of the change in demograph-
ics in our area, he said communities need 
to plan for the aging of the current baby 
boomer population by focusing on age-
friendly communities. Areas of focus in-
cluded:
•	 Outdoor space and buildings that 

are pleasant and safe, contain green 
space, seating areas, smooth pave-
ment, elevators, escalators, ramps, 
wide doorways

•	 Access to public transportation, ride 

sharing
•	 Housing adequate to safety and well-

being
•	 Social participation in intergenera-

tional activities and community cen-
ters to combat isolation and loneliness 
detrimental to health

Above: At the Dec. 10 Monument 
Board of Trustees meeting, Greg 
Coopman presented the trustees 
with information about senior needs 
in the Tri-Lakes Community. He 
warned that 40 percent of baby 
boomers have “hardly any money 
saved at all,” and he said that 
Medicaid insurance will not pay for 
long-term care costs, and there is 
no state or federal program in place 
to fill in the gaps. See the Board of 
Trustees article for Coopman’s ideas 
to create “age-friendly” communities 
and for a list of local resources for 
both senior citizens and caregivers. 
Photo by Lisa Hatfield.
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•	 Respect and social inclusion to combat “ageism” in-
cluding encounters between generations

•	 Opportunities for volunteer civic participation and 
paid employment

•	 Practical information available to the community 
family caregivers about services that are available 
such as home health care, clinics, respite care and 
day care centers, palliative care, health and social 
services

•	 Meals programs and nutritional guidance
•	 Creating a caregiver workforce so providers can be 

consistent
The Tri-Lakes area has no senior living option of any type, 
but there are 61 in El Paso County, Coopman said.

Resident Michele Mills asked if could be possible to 
require developers include more facilities for seniors in 
their plans. Dominguez and Kaiser explained that the town 
has given incentives several times in the past to developers 
who expressed interest in building a senior care facility, 
but the plans fell through. Coopman agreed that from a 
business standpoint, it’s hard to build a market around a 
population that does not have the money to pay for the 
services. See http://www.ocn.me/v13n4.htm#bot0311 for 
background on one past local project.

Planning Director Manning said he recently met with 
a developer who expressed interest in extending the cur-
rent approval on the books for a senior facility between 
Grace Best Education Facility and Beacon Lite Road. The 
ideas in discussion would probably be able to be approved 
administratively, he said.

Resident Myron “Red” Stephens said that he and 
Chuck Roberts and the Senior Alliance have been working 
for years to get a building for seniors in the Tri-Lakes area. 

Stephens encouraged area residents to shop at (and 
donate items to) the Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
Thrift Store at 790 Highway 105, which benefits the Tri-
Lakes Senior Citizen Program. For details, see www.
trilakeshap.org/ or call (719) 488-3495. 
Note: The HAP Senior Citizens Center is usually open 1-4 
p.m. Monday through Friday in the modular building at 
Lewis-Palmer High School at 1300 Higby Road. It is de-
signed to encourage intergenerational interaction as well 
as provide a focus for senior activities including visiting, 
games, dancing, crafts, and a monthly foot care clinic. 

HAP publishes a free monthly newsletter called 
Senior Beat. For a subscription, write to SeniorBeat@
TriLakesSeniors.org or call (719) 488-3495.

Kim Whisenhunt, operations manager for Tri-Lakes 
Cares, said the organization helps seniors too. Tri-Lakes 

Cares exists to provide a safety net for low-income house-
holds in the Tri-Lakes region and to help those households 
willing and able, to work toward self-sufficiency. All prof-
its from the Hangers to Hutches Thrift Shop at 245 Jeffer-
son St. benefit Tri-Lakes Cares operations and programs, 
and donations are welcome. For information, call (719) 
481-4864 or see https://tri-lakescares.org/. 

Resources mentioned include:
•	 Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Agency on 

Aging (719) 471-7080
•	 Innovations in Aging Collaborative www.innova-

tionsinaging.org 
•	 Federal Administration on Aging see longtermcare.

gov 
•	 Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP): Se-

nior services and support and Community Health and 
Wellness. 1300 Higby Road. (719) 488-3495.

•	 Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) Thrift Store, 
790 Highway 105. See www.trilakeshap.org or call 
(719) 464-6873. Donations welcome.

•	 Tri Lakes Cares, 235 N. Jefferson St. Call (719) 481-
4864 or see https://tri-lakescares.org/. 

•	 Hangers to Hutches Thrift Shop, 245 N. Jefferson St., 
benefits Tri-Lakes Cares operations and programs. 
Donations welcome. 

•	 Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors 
and Senior Safety Handyman Services (719) 488-
0076 www.trilakes-mcts-sshs.org/

Coopman said, “Many of these folks are fiercely indepen-
dent and will tell you they don’t need any help. But very 
rarely is that true.” He said the most important thing is for 
the dialogue to be opened up and avenues of communica-
tion to be established with senior citizens.

Checks over $5,000
The consent agenda was unanimously approved including 
the following checks over $5,000: 
•	 CIRSA, deductibles due on liability insurance claims 

− $9,552
•	 CIRSA, deductibles due on liability insurance 

claims, $6,866 overage for 2015 will be taken from 
other line items in police, public works, and adminis-
tration budgets − $6,003

•	 Forsgren Associates Inc., relocate bulk fill water sta-
tion − $7,047

•	 Forsgren Associates Inc., water rate and fee study 
2015 − $9,813

•	 Forsgren Associates Inc., Second and Front Street in-
tersection redesign − $5,874

•	 Berkadia Finance Co., annual debt payment on 1979 
GO water bond − $6,475

•	 U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1997 rural water 
loan − $20,168

•	 Wells Fargo Capital Leases, semi-annual lease pay-
ment on #401 PW, WEF and Police Equipment − 
$22,432

•	 Wells Fargo Capital Leases, semi-annual lease pay-
ment on #402 PW and WEF − $39,071

Top Selling Agent 

Tri-Lakes 
Terrific 
Buys! 

0 Hermosa Ave, Palmer Lake, Vacant 
building site that could accommodate 
two homes, sold separately or 
together. End of cul de sac, walk to 
hiking trails, loads of privacy, pine 
trees and wildlife, city utilities available. 
Picture your new home here! .33/acre 
lot $67,500 or .29/acre lot $62,500 or 
both for $130,000.  

New Homes*Lots*Resale*Repo’s 

455 Clio Ave, Palmer Lake 
AFFORDABLE 3 BED/2 BATH 
HOME. Serene setting in the lower 
"glen" of Palmer Lake.  Loads of 
wildlife, easy access, pond and 
creek across the street.  Large rear 
deck, fenced back yard, spacious 
master bedroom with 5 piece bath, 
open great room.  Hurry on this one! 
$189,900.   

719 487-1777 www.COList4Less.com 

America’s Leading Discount 
Real Estate Brokers 

There is a better way 
Chess

Nuts

Interested in playing chess?
Want to share your interest?

5 to 9 PM, Jan 13 & 27

(On Lewis-Palmer HS
campus next to

the stadium)

Tri-Lakes Senior Center

Any age. Any skill.
No cost. No obligation.

Bring a board and pieces
if you have them.

Visit for more information.www.TriLakesHAP.org/chess
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Trustees’ comments
•	 Kaiser asked Lowe about the status of legal advice on 

the town’s six-month moratorium on clinics initiated 
Aug. 24. “The clock is ticking,” he said. See www.
ocn.me/v15n9.htm#mbot0824.

•	 Trustee John Howe congratulated the town and Com-
munity Liaison Madeline VanDenHoek on the Dec. 5 
tree lighting program in Limbach Park, which about 
400 people attended. It included caroling and a visit 
from Santa Claus.

•	 Kaiser thanked the Public Works Department for the 
lights on the trees in downtown Monument.

Public comments
•	 Allison Catalano of Grow Smart Monument asked if 

the trustees were aware of an auto dealership intended 
to be built at crest of Monument Hill, which is in El 
Paso County, not the town of Monument. She encour-
aged the town and county to work together. Note: To 
see upcoming Board of County Commissioner agen-
das, see http://bcc.elpasoco.com/Pages/TuesdayCur-
rentAgenda.aspx. Also check for “Thursday” agen-
das.

•	 Catalano also asked for citizens to attend the Dec. 14 
Land Use Committee at YMCA. See related article 
on page 6.

•	 Lisa Hatfield asked for Tri-Lakes citizens to be vol-
unteer “stranded motorists” to help the county ex-
ercise called Operation Deep Freeze on Jan. 9. This 
blizzard scenario will include nine participating first 

responder agencies and hundreds of volunteers.
•	 Resident Michele Mills thanked Public Works Direc-

tor Tom Tharnish for listening to her “ranting and 
raving” about why the town wants to increase water 
rates. She hoped that more public input on why such 
a drastic increase could be heard. 

Town Manager Lowe said the water rates issue would be 
discussed again at the Jan. 4 Board of Trustees meet-
ing but would not yet be an action item then. Note: 
The topic was discussed at length at the Oct. 5 meet-
ing—see www.ocn.me/v15n11.htm#mbot1005.

•	 Mills asked if it was the developers or the taxpayers 
who were in charge of fixing Jackson Creek Parkway 
where it is narrow and bumpy north of Baptist Road.

Lowe explained that maintenance of that section of Jack-
son Creek Parkway south of Higby Road is not un-
der town maintenance but is under the purview of 
Triview Metropolitan District, which provides roads, 
water, and sanitation to Jackson Creek, Promontory 
Pointe, and soon Sanctuary Pointe.

He said developers do pay impact fees to either Triview 
or the town, depending on the jurisdiction, which help pay 
for road widening if that is indicated by traffic studies.

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
**********

The Monument Board of Trustees usually meets at 6:30 
p.m. on the first and third Mondays of each month at Mon-
ument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 19. Call 884-8017 or see 

www.townofmonument.org for information. 
To see upcoming agendas and complete board pack-

ets for the Monument Board of Trustees, see http://monu-
menttownco.minutesondemand.com and click on Board 
of Trustees.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Left: Town Manager Chris Lowe, left, and water 
engineer Will Koger of Forsgren Associates 
presented a new water rates increase plan for 
consideration at the Jan. 4 Monument Board of 
Trustees meeting. The trustees plan to vote on the 
proposal at the Tuesday, Jan. 19 meeting. It could 
include an 8 percent increase each year for the 
next six years, and it is designed to make the water 
enterprise fund solvent again and build reserves for 
necessary capital improvements. See the upcoming 
Feb. 6, 2016 issue of OCN for the details on both 
meetings. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 4

Water rate increases discussed

New year, new beginnings!
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Triview Metropolitan District, Dec. 8

Snowplowing discussed; 2016 budget and  
water rates increase approved

By Lisa Hatfield
At the Dec. 8 meeting of Triview Metropolitan District, 
the directors worked on a Winter Roads Standards descrip-
tion to help residents understand what to expect from road 
maintenance crews during blizzards. They also approved 
the 2016 budget, voted on a water rates increase, and heard 
about a crime spike in Monument.

President Robert Fisher and Vice President Reid Bo-
lander were excused.

Triview is a Title 32 special district within the town of 
Monument that provides roads maintenance, open space 
maintenance, water, and sanitation services to the resi-
dents of Jackson Creek, Promontory Pointe, and Sanctu-
ary Pointe.

Snowplowing information  
for residents

During a recent blizzard, a Promontory Pointe resident ac-
tually jumped in front of a moving snowplow to complain, 
and it was lucky he was not killed, District Manager Val-
erie Remington told the board. 

Because so many district residents have unrealistic 
expectations of what it is like to live on the Palmer Divide, 
with its unique weather conditions at 7,100 feet elevation, 
the board began discussing the first draft of the Winter 
Roads Standards, which will be designed to help residents 
understand what service levels are reasonable or possible 
during various levels of severity of winter events. The goal 
is to reduce the number of angry phone calls to the district 
by educating the public ahead of time.

The final version of these Triview standards will ex-
plain how “snow plowing” is not the same as “snow re-
moval,” for example. And it will describe road categories 
including primary streets (arterial and connector streets), 
and secondary streets (residential). 

The standards will answer frequently asked questions 
such as who is responsible for clearing sidewalks (Answer: 
residents, according to a Town of Monument ordinance), 
what to do when a snowplow pushes snow into your drive-
way or sidewalk, and what to do in a medical emergency 
where you have to get out even though the snow might be 
blowing horizontally. 

The board will continue to work on the document in 
January.

2016 budget approved
The directors held a public hearing for 2016 proposed 
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budget, but no members of the public were 
in attendance. Then, after a brief discus-
sion about final dollar amounts, the direc-
tors unanimously approved a resolution 
approving the 2016 budget, appropriating 
money for all the funds, and certifying the 
mill levy, which remains at 35 mills.

The board included the 2 percent wa-
ter rates increase it approved unanimously 
in a separate agenda item later in the meet-
ing. Remington noted that $300,000 went 
into a reserves line item in the enterprise 
fund (for emergency repairs).

The following 2016 budget amounts 
do not reflect a few other small changes 
discussed at the meeting:
General Fund
•	 Budgeted revenue − $5.03 million
•	 Budgeted expenditures − $4.07 mil-

lion
•	 Transfers to enterprise and capital 

funds − $783,200
Water, Wastewater and Reuse Enter-
prise Fund
•	 Budgeted revenue − $2.73 million
•	 Transfer from general fund − 

$220,000
•	 Budgeted expenditures − $2.73 mil-

lion
Capital Projects Fund
•	 Budgeted revenue − $1.75 million
•	 Transfer from general fund − 

$563,200
•	 Budgeted expenditures − $1.92 mil-

lion
Water rates increase approved

No members of the public attended the 
public hearing on the proposed increase 
in water rates. The directors unanimously 
approved a 2 percent increase for residen-
tial tiered volumetric rates and a similar 2 
percent increase in commercial and irriga-
tion use. Residential water and wastewater 
base rates did not change. The increases 
will take effect March 1.

Triview’s water attorney, Chris Cum-
mins of Felt, Monson & Culichia LLC, 
said there are differences in how Triview 
produces water and what it costs com-
pared to Donala and other water districts, 
but Triview “will continue to have to have 
at least these moderate rate increases to 
meet fixed costs, which are going up.” Di-
rector Bob Eskridge agreed, saying, “Wa-
ter has to pay for itself.”

Checks over $5,000
The following checks over $5,000 were 
approved unanimously:
•	 A Green Image, fertilizer and surge 

weed control – $7,165
•	 ORC Water Professionals, October 

and November payments – $11,000 
•	 John Hurley, second of two payments, 

mill and overlay, remove and replace 
asphalt – $52,242

•	 Kempton Construction, Sanctuary 
Pointe transmission line progress 
payment – $159,902

Operations and  
manager’s reports

Remington reported back to the board 
about the $54,000 quote she obtained to 
contract out the district’s billing. After 
some discussion, the board voted instead 
to continue to have it done by Triview Bill-
ing Manager Joyce Levad, who just com-
memorated her 10-year anniversary with 
the district, but they authorized Remington 
to advertise for a part-time office support 
staff member. 

Director Eskridge said that it made 
sense to get help for Levad, who is bill-
ing 1,450 accounts every month. The 
consensus was that the district anticipates 
growth of 50 to 100 accounts this year 
as The Vistas expands, and the construc-
tion of Sanctuary Pointe is just beginning. 
This part-time position was not approved 
in payroll line item of the 2016 district 
budget or the 2016 district appropriation 
resolution. However, with a total general 
administrative and operations budget of al-
most $900,000, the directors agreed they 
could find the money.

Cummins reported that he was almost 
done with one water augmentation case for 
the district. He then asked the board for 
authority to file a new water augmenta-
tion plan application to provide access to 
the Sanctuary Pointe water by utilizing a 
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By Lisa Hatfield
The Dec. 8 meeting of the Tri-Lakes 
Wastewater Facility (TLWWTF) Joint Use 
Committee (JUC) included discussion of 
the total phosphorus removal tertiary treat-
ment chemical clarifier expansion project.

TLWWTF operates as a separate joint 
venture public utility and is owned, in 
equal one-third shares, by Monument San-
itation District (MSD), Palmer Lake Sani-
tation District (PLSD), and Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District (WWSD). 
The three-member JUC acts as the board 
of the facility and consists of one direc-
tor from each of the three owner districts’ 
boards

MSD was represented by its treasurer, 
Don Smith, who is also the JUC president, 
and District Manager Mike Wicklund. 
PLSD was represented by its Secretary/
Treasurer Ken Smith and District Man-
ager Becky Orcutt. Director at Large Rich 
Strom and Assistant District Manager 
Randy Gillette represented WWSD. Other 
board and staff representatives of the three 
districts also attended.

Report on construction
Tri-Lakes Facility Manager Bill Burks re-
ported that construction was progressing 
smoothly on the total phosphorus removal 
tertiary treatment chemical clarifier expan-
sion project. 

This project is being completed so 
that TLWWTF will comply with the state 
Control Regulation 85 total phosphorus 
discharged effluent limit starting Nov. 1, 
2019. Compliance testing will start in mid-
2016. The restrictions in Reg. 85 only ap-
ply to the 45 largest publicly owned waste-
water treatment facilities in Colorado, 
those rated at over 2 million gallons per 
day (MGD) of treatment capacity. The Tri-
Lakes facility is rated at 4.2 MGD, though 
the average flow normally does not exceed 
1.2 MGD.

Burks said the total of $1.08 million 
in state grant money from House Bill 13-
1191 has now been paid to TLWWTF to 
assist in the design and construction of 
the total phosphorus expansion to meet 
the otherwise unfunded state mandates for 
Control Regulation 85 improvements. The 
total budget for the project is $3.642 mil-
lion.

Burks said Aslan Construction’s con-
struction invoice total for the phosphorus 
removal expansion through the end of 
2015 was $1.17 million. All $27,777 of 
Tetra Tech’s engineering invoices through 
the end of 2015 had also been received, he 
said. 

Burks said that TLWWTF is handling 

the requirement for phosphorus removal 
slightly differently than other wastewater 
treatment facilities by keeping the nitrifi-
cation process as a separate step. 

The treated effluent discharged from 
TLWWTF is already of higher quality than 
Monument Creek. Adding this new chemi-
cal phosphorus removal process will fur-
ther improve the effluent to “almost drink-
ing water quality,” Burks said.
Easement discussion continues

The members discussed the pending situ-
ation between the TLWWTF and a neigh-
boring property owner with regards to an 
easement needed from the homeowner for 
access for the construction project which is 
already under way. They voted for Wick-
lund to try to come to a resolution with 
the owner, who is a resident of Monument 
Sanitation District.

District manager’s reports
Wicklund said that an engineer working 
with the town of Monument, Will Koger 
of Forsgren and Associates, spoke with 
him recently about the town’s possible 
water reuse plan. Wicklund said his advice 
was to treat the town’s effluent directly 
near TLWWTF’s effluent discharge point 
instead of building a new pipeline to the 
north to pump the town’s treated effluent 
into Monument Creek north of Monument 
Lake. Wicklund said his alternative would 
save the town money and avoid the com-
plications of gaining state approval for 
an extra discharge permit. In either case, 
Monument would still have to build a new 
drinking water treatment facility to process 
the effluent for drinking water quality re-
use.

Orcutt and Gillette did not present re-
ports.

Plant manager’s report 
Burks said the plant effluent flow averaged 
1.12 million gallons a day (MGD) in Octo-
ber, with a daily maximum of 1.30 MGD. 
Influent flow was 27 percent of flow capac-
ity, and influent waste was 42 percent of 
organic capacity for October.

He summarized the facility’s monthly 
discharge monitoring report for October, 
required by the state, and said all sampled 
parameters were easily within permit lim-
its. The plant is also testing for total phos-
phorous nutrients but is not yet required 
to report those results to the state in this 
report. Total phosphorus is reported sepa-
rately to the state each month to comply 
with Reg 85. 

Colorado Wastewater Utility 
Council report

MSD environmental compliance coordi-
nator Jim Kendrick reported on the Dec. 
1 meeting of Arkansas and Fountain Co-
alition for Urban River Evaluation (AF 
CURE). AF CURE was formed by the 11 
wastewater treatment entities in the Monu-
ment and Fountain Creek watershed as a 
project of the Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority in 2012, and it receives manage-
ment assistance from the Pikes Peak Area 
Council of Governments. The members 
of AF CURE in both El Paso and Pueblo 
counties have developed a collaborative 

water-quality monitoring plan. The group 
collects, analyzes, and shares data from 
water samples throughout the watershed, 
and has developed a white paper outlining 

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee, Dec.8
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portion of the Northgate supply. The board voted unani-
mously to do so.

Crime level spike
Remington said Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk want-
ed to inform the public of a “crime level spike” in early 
December. He said 12 vehicles were broken into and one 
was stolen when the owner left it running to warm it up. 
She said Shirk made recommendations to citizens, includ-

ing:
•	 Do not leave cars running unattended.
•	 Leave nothing of value in sight in your vehicle.
•	 Always close your garage door.
•	 Lock the interior door to your garage.
•	 Lock car doors.
•	 Call 9-1-1 if you see suspicious behavior.
The meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 5 p.m. on Jan. 12 at 16055 
Old Forest Point, Suite 300. Meetings are normally held 
on the second Tuesday of the month. Information: 488-
6868.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.
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By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 10, the Donala Water and Sanitation District 
unanimously approved five resolutions for the 2016 bud-
get, 2016 appropriation, and setting both Donala 2016 
property tax mill levies (unchanged), and water/wastewa-
ter rates as presented without comment or revision. The 
2016 budget included a 4 percent across the board increase 

for the tiered water use fee structure, but no increases in 
the $30 monthly wastewater rate or the $25 monthly water 
service rate. 

Director Bill Nance’s absence was excused. 
District General Manager Kip Petersen reported that 

2015 revenues through the end of November were 23 per-
cent less than the total amount budgeted for drinking water 
operations for the year due to 2015 being a wet year with 
reduced summer irrigation peak sales. He also reported 
that total 2015 district expenditures through November 
were 19.42 percent less than the total amount budgeted for 
the year, due primarily to two very expensive well repairs 
and some planned capital projects being deferred until 
2016, when the district will take fuller advantage of a low 
interest state loan from the Colorado Water Resources and 
Power Development Authority. Wastewater revenues and 
expenses for Upper Monument Creek Regional Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility through November were similarly 
low, down 31.49 and 29.09 percent respectively for the 
totals budgeted for 2015. 

There were no public comments during the open por-
tion of the public hearing. Board President Bill George 
said, “Congratulations to the general manager and all staff 
involved in the budget preparation with such flexibility.” 

Director Bob Denny asked Petersen to explain the fol-
lowing factors that Petersen used in preparing this 2016 
budget proposal in a newsletter to Donala’s property own-
ers:
•	 The line item for bond construction projects increased 

from $750,000 in 2015 to $1.8 million in 2016. 
•	 Water revenue was decreased for 2016 by $300,000. 
•	 Property tax revenue was increased by $13,000 based 

upon the actual assessed values received from El 
Paso County. 

•	 Auto tax revenue was increased by $10,000 based on 
2015 figures through October.

•	 Total expenditures were increased from $9.09 mil-
lion in 2015 to $10.28 million in 2016 

•	 Three 9 percent rate increases by Mountain View 
Electric Association from June 30, 2015 to July 1, 
2016 will result in a cumulative 29.5 percent rate in-
crease in just 12 months. 

•	 Colorado Springs Utilities will increase the rate it 

charges Donala by 4.9 percent for transporting and 
treating Donala’s Willow Creek Ranch renewable 
surface water for direct distribution to Donala cus-
tomers. 

•	 Tap fee revenue from development will be signifi-
cantly less than in 2015. 

•	 Vendor rates were budgeted to increase by about 2.5 
to 3 percent in 2016. 

•	 The budget includes only five new tap fees in 2016, 
with none from the 41 platted new home sites in the 
former Gleneagle golf course property until 2017. 

It is still the Donala board’s goal that annual drinking wa-
ter and wastewater revenue should be sufficient to pay all 
annual costs of drinking water and wastewater services 
respectively so that each operation can become self-sus-
taining and achieve enterprise status. 

Two 2016 water contracts approved
The board unanimously approved an annual agreement 
for month-to-month water service for 2016 with Colo-
rado Springs Utilities (CSU) for transport and treatment 
of Donala’s renewable surface water from Willow Creek 
Ranch near Leadville. Currently CSU transports Donala’s 
water that is stored in the federal Department of the Inte-
rior Bureau of Reclamation’s Pueblo Reservoir in CSU’s 
existing pipeline to a CSU water treatment plant. After 
treatment by CSU, this now-potable water is transported 
to an interconnection with Donala’s distribution system for 
direct delivery to Donala’s water customers. Currently this 
is the only source of district drinking water as all Donala 
groundwater wells have been turned off to optimize use 
of Donala’s stored water in the reservoir. Donala’s 1041 
permit for using CSU’s Southern Delivery System is still 
being delayed due to CSU’s unrelated and still unresolved 
stormwater issues with Pueblo County. 

There were three changes to the agreement with CSU, 
which were also approved by the Colorado Springs City 
Council:
•	 Donala’s Willow Creek Ranch surface water return 

flows now belong to Donala instead of CSU as before.
•	 As long as Donala only uses its own renewable Wil-

low Creek Ranch surface water and no CSU supple-
mentary treated water, Donala will no longer have to 
abide by CSU’s restricted schedule for irrigation dur-
ing the summer months.

•	 If there is a future Donala problem with Donala’s cur-
rent approval for using its renewable Willow Creek 
Ranch surface water by either the Bureau of Recla-
mation or Pueblo County, the CSU contract will only 
be temporarily suspended until Donala meets their 
conditions, rather than terminated/cancelled.

The board also unanimously approved an annual 2016 
excess capacity storage contract with the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, as presented, for storage of up to 499 acre-feet 

water-quality concerns in the region.
Kendrick said on Dec. 1, there was more discussion 

about how to achieve state resegmentation of Monument 
Creek into separate upper (rural) and lower (urban) sec-
tions, since previous sampling for temperature, E. coli, 
and other wastewater constituents would better show 
where Monument Creek is or is not impaired for each con-
stituent. 

Kendrick described the 2016 AF CURE budget of 
$226,383 which is divided among the 11 members. TLW-
WTF’s share for 2016 will be $21,105. A portion of this 
share helps pay for base fees including the Brown and 
Caldwell engineering consulting firm fees, the Colorado 
Monitoring Framework Watershed Group membership, 
Colorado Data Sharing Network, and Pikes Peak Regional 
Water Authority membership. 

Wicklund said AF CURE discussed changing its 
method of cost allocation in 2017, perhaps using designed 
flow capacity of wastewater plants as a yardstick. If this 
happened, Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) and the City 

of Pueblo would likely be assessed increased costs.
Kendrick said CSU representative Mark Shea advo-

cated that other organizations, particularly stormwater en-
tities within the watershed, join AF CURE to help pay for 
treatment of large amounts sediment that they are adding 
to Monument Creek and Fountain Creek. Possibilities in-
clude the towns of Palmer Lake, Monument, and Manitou 
Springs; El Paso County stormwater, the U.S. Air Force 
Academy; and Fort Carson. Shea also noted the contribu-
tion CSU had already made to the effort by providing data 
to AF CURE.

Kendrick said that Shea explained how huge amounts 
of sediment in the runoff from the Waldo Canyon fire burn 
scar continue to affect the survival of macroinvertebrates 
in the streams. Kendrick stated this sediment issue is creat-
ing “mission creep” for wastewater entities and a growing 
AF CURE budget, as well as making the resegmentation 
debate with the state’s Water Quality Control Division 
more complicated with regard to metals and E. coli.

Kendrick also summarized a report from the facility’s 

environmental attorney Gabe Racz of Vranish & Raisch 
LLP, at the Nov. 18 Division’s Basic Standards stake-
holder meeting. He said Racz gave an exhaustive sum-
mary about experiences from Colorado and Wisconsin on 
how ambiguous and variable stream temperature results 
are, how undefined the causes of this variability are, and 
that solely regulating wastewater treatment plant effluent 
temperature will not control stream temperatures in this 
alpine desert region when ambient daily air temperatures 
are much higher than the unrealistic and unattainable lim-
its set by the EPA and the Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Department.

The meeting adjourned at 12:17 p.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Jan. 12 at the 
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility, 16510 Mitchell 
Ave. Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of 
the month and are open to the public. For information, call 
Bill Burks at (719) 481-4053.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Dec. 10

2016 budget approved with 4 percent water rate fee increase
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of Donala’s renewable Willow 
Creek Ranch surface water in the 
Pueblo Reservoir at a total an-
nual cost of $29,560, an increase 
of 3.2 percent. This series of an-
nual contracts with Reclamation 
allows Donala to store its renew-
able water on a space-available 
basis if the reservoir has not al-
ready been filled with surface 
water owned by the water entities 
that are part of the Fryingpan-
Arkansas Project. Donala is not 
a member of this project and its 
stored water is part of a category 
called non-project municipal and 
industrial water. (www.usbr.gov/
projects/Project.jsp) 

Petersen stated that very high 
snow melt flows resulting from 
the current El Niño wet weather 
pattern are forecast in Colorado 
in 2016 and are reflected in the 
wording in this contract. The to-
tal amount of stored project water 
in the Pueblo Reservoir is expect-
ed to be so high in 2016 that the 
amount of storage volume avail-
able for non-project water like 
Donala’s may be very limited 
or eliminated entirely. Donala’s 
2016 storage contract with Recla-
mation states that if Reclamation 
determines that there is no room 
for some or all of Donala’s non-
project water, Reclamation will 
evacuate Donala’s water from 
storage at its sole discretion to 
make room for more storage of 
project water. This stored Donala 
water will be “spilled” (drained) 
from the reservoir into the Arkan-
sas River and lost to Donala. 

As a result of this 2016 fore-
cast, Donala is currently using 
up as much of its stored water 
in the reservoir as possible––its 
groundwater wells are turned 
off––to limit the potential loss 
of unused stored water this sum-
mer if Reclamation makes room 
for the project’s water entities 
that may have a very unusual op-
portunity to actually use all their 
owned permanent storage capac-
ity. During this wet period, the 
market for use of this spilled res-
ervoir water by Colorado agricul-
tural interests downstream of the 
reservoir has dried up. 

Petersen also stated that even 
if Donala was able to supply 499 
acre-feet of Willow Creek Ranch 
surface water to use all its excess 
capacity non-project water stor-
age allocation, the level of the 
Pueblo Reservoir would only rise 
about a tenth of an inch. 

Manager’s report
Petersen advised the board that 

the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Administration (FEMA) 
had given tentative approval at 
the local level for a total project 
award of $71,887 to Donala for 
repair flood damage to the sec-
ondary dirt access road to the 
Upper Monument Creek Region-
al Wastewater Treatment Facil-
ity that goes under the adjacent 
railroad track trestle to the north 
of the plant perimeter fence. The 
cost share is 75-25 percent for the 
FEMA award, which means that 
FEMA will pay up to $53,908 in 
reimbursement. 

Petersen reported that the re-
construction will strengthen the 
adjacent banks of Jackson Creek 
and allow for a freer flow of water 
under the railroad trestle. Future 
flood waters will be directed onto 
a hardened road under the trestle, 
then redirected back into Jackson 
Creek just above its confluence 
with Monument Creek. Future 
flooding cannot be prevented in 
this area, but this design will pre-
vent a total failure like the one last 
spring. The construction needs to 
be completed before the Preble’s 
meadow jumping mice that may 
be living in the protected mouse 
habitat that surrounds the facility 
on three sides come out of winter 
hibernation. 
Note: The vulnerability of this 
secondary access road has long 
been identified as a risk. When 
the facility was expanded in 
2005, Donala gained approval 
for and constructed an at-grade 
railroad crossing so that the fa-
cility staff would not be entirely 
dependent on this vulnerable 
dirt access road. In addition, the 
width of this secondary dirt road 
between the existing railroad 
trestle supports is too narrow to 
allow disposal trucks through it 
that are large enough to transport 
waste sludge away from the plant 
economically nor the construc-
tion equipment that will be used 
during the facility’s next planned 
future facility expansion to ac-
commodate Triview Metropoli-
tan District’s continuing growth 
beyond its own currently owned 
wastewater treatment capacity. 
(ocn.me/v5n8.htm#donala ,ocn.
me/v5n11.htm#dws, ocn.me/
v5n12.htm#dwsd)

Petersen distributed an email 

from Donala customers Bob and 
Val Ferguson thanking Donala 
for the “great job you have done 
cleaning the property” of the 
former Gleneagle golf course 
maintenance building and “even 
cutting weeds along your side of 
the creek,” which they said was 
“a first” since they moved here 12 
years ago. This new Donala prop-
erty is located on the west end of 
Palm Springs Drive. Donala re-
cently purchased the property to 
increase the district’s storage fa-
cility capacity. (ocn.me/v15n10.
htm#dwsd0917) 

The board approved a reso-
lution appointing Office Assistant 
Ginnette Ritz as the designated 
election official for the May 3, 
2016 election. 
Note: The meeting started with 
the Pledge of Allegiance to a new 
U.S. flag presented to Donala 
by Director Dave Powell. Board 
President Bill George said this 
new agenda item will continue to 
a part of all future Donala meet-
ings. 

The meeting was adjourned 
at 3:36 p.m.

**********
The next board meeting will be 
held at 1:30 p.m. on Jan. 21 in the 
district conference room at 15850 
Holbein Drive. Information: 488-
3603 or www.donalawater.org. 
Meetings are normally held on 
the third Thursday of the month. 
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.
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Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, Dec. 17

Board continues discussion of academic standards, 
reviews curriculum and technology
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Schedule
Thu., Feb. 4, 6-10 pm
Fri., Feb. 5, 6-10 pm

Sat., Feb. 6, 8 am-4 pm
Classes are FREE 

and will include Introduction 
to Disaster Preparedness, 

Domestic Animals in 
Disasters, Terrorism, Disaster 
Psychology, Medical, Search 
and Rescue, Fire Safety, Live 
Fire Extinguisher Training, 

and Tabletop Disaster 
Exercise

Schedule
Thu., Feb. 4, 6-10 pm
Fri., Feb. 5, 6-10 pm

Sat., Feb. 6, 8 am-4 pm
Classes are FREE and will 

include Introduction to 
Disaster Preparedness, 
Domestic Animals in 

Disasters, Terrorism, Disaster 
Psychology, Medical, Search 
and Rescue, Fire Safety, Live 
Fire Extinguisher Training, 

and Tabletop Disaster 
Exercise.

By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Education of the Lewis-
Palmer D-38 School District continued its 
discussion of academic standards, recog-
nized school achievements, and received 
updates on technology, curriculum, and as-
sessments at its Dec. 17 meeting.
Academic standards discussion

During the November meeting, the board 
instructed Superintendent Karen Brofft to 
determine the cost and capability to revise 
the district’s academic standards to omit 
reference to Common Core. The options 

were to simply omit the wording and fol-
low state standards, to create a new district 
set of standards with the participation of 
teachers and community members which 
exceeded the requirements of Common 
Core, or to wait to implement changes be-
cause the Colorado Department of Educa-
tion will begin to review its standards in 
2016 as part of a regular cycle.

Brofft reported that she and other 
members of the administration spent 20 
hours analyzing the question of whether 
and how to alter academic standards in re-
sponse to objections to Common Core. She 
reminded the board that Common Core 
only addresses English language arts and 
math. 

Brofft referred to the history of the 
question, pointing out that in 2009 the 
state created its own workplace readiness 
program as part of competing for Race to 
the Top funding. If the district were to cre-
ate its own standards, they must meet or 
exceed the state standards, but the district 
cannot eliminate any of them, she said. 

Teachers use the standards to plan les-
sons and select materials and spent many 
hours restructuring their curriculum to 
incorporate the requirements of Common 
Core.

Brofft said that to remove offensive 
standards and replace them with the dis-
trict’s would be difficult. Deciding which 
elements are offensive would be challeng-
ing.

The option of creating standards with 
a committee of parents and teachers would 

offer additional challenges. It would be 
necessary to train the citizens and parents 
involved to understand current standards 
which the district needs to meet or excel. 
Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for spe-
cial education students would also need to 
be altered to align with the new standards.

Brofft said that this would probably be 
a three-year process and may require a Re-
quest for Proposals if the district wished to 
consider basing its new standards on those 
of another state. She estimated that the cost 
of such a process would exceed $1 million 
and reminded the board that the Colorado 
state standards could change at any time.

Board President Mark Pfoff com-
mented that the district’s performance 
data is strong under the current standards 
and therefore is not an incentive to make 
changes.

Director Sarah Sampayo said that she 
would like to determine what the specific 
objections are to Common Core, asking if 
there is a way to explain it to the public. 
She recommended the formation of a com-
mittee of volunteers to address concerns.

Brofft said that the district would 
still need to balance the cost. Having a 
dialogue is a good idea, but teachers did 
a tremendous amount of work to make the 
current standards fit with the district’s stu-
dents. She said that we must also consider 
the work that would not be done while ad-
dressing this issue.

Brofft said that of the teachers sur-
veyed, 80 percent are satisfied with the 
current standards and 60 percent did not 
wish to create new ones.

Recent federal legislation known as 
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
also will change the approach to standards, 
as it requires states to implement account-
ability systems by the 2017-18 school year 
and prohibits the use of funding to encour-
age changes at the state or district level. A 
positive aspect of this law is that it allows 
more local control over curriculum and 
standards.

After additional discussion, board 
Secretary Matthew Clawson asked Brofft’s 
opinion on the recommended course of ac-
tion.

Brofft said that she thinks the district 
should wait because it could spend a great 
deal of time and funding on an action that 
may need to be reversed. 

Clawson asked whether there would 
be significant changes were a Republican 
to be elected president in 2016. Brofft re-

plied that a new president would select the 
new secretary of education but changes 
happen slowly, as No Child Left Behind 
remained in force throughout the Obama 
administration although it was proposed 
by George W. Bush.

Responding to the suggestion of form-
ing a new public committee, Vice President 
Sherri Hawkins pointed out that the district 
already has Building Accountability Advi-
sory Committees and the District Account-
ability Advisory Committee to serve as a 
conduit for citizen concerns. 

Pfoff and Treasurer John Magerko 
agreed that this mechanism is already in 
place and would serve the desired purpose.

No formal action was taken.
Superintendent update

Brofft commented that the recent legislator 
visit was valuable and that she was able to 
meet with Rep. Alec Garnett on the subject 
of data privacy. He was interested to learn 
that the district vets all apps used by the 
district.

Brofft reported that the official count 
of special education students is reported 
in December and that the district met all 
indicators.

She is working with focus groups re-
garding graduation requirements by look-
ing at five years of data.

Assistant Superintendent Cheryl 
Wangeman recognized Fleet Manager Ted 
Kruger, saying that the new buses have ar-
rived. She also said that district officials 
consult bus drivers when determining 
whether to delay or close schools. On oc-
casion, parents have been called to bring 
their children to an alternate bus stop due 
to lack of plowing.

Wangeman also said that she sug-
gested putting high school media students 
in touch with the No Methadone in Monu-
ment group in an effort to expand their vis-
ibility in the community.

Financial audit review
Shawn Sonnkalb of CliftonLarsonAllen 
LLP addressed the board regarding the 
recently completed audit of the district’s 
books.

Sonnkalb thanked Wangeman and her 
staff for their cooperation. He found no 
misstatements in the audit and the district 
received an award for the quality of its 
work.

Only two points were brought up in 
the report. The first is that there has been 
a change in debt disclosure regarding the 
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Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA). The 
district must now list this as a liability. 

Pfoff commented that the district has no choice but to 
contribute to PERA. State statutes require that all districts 
contribute and the amount can change at any time.

The second point Sonnkalb mentioned was that ex-
penses must be reported when work is done, not when it is 
billed. This is especially true when work is done at the end 
of the fiscal year.

Sonnkalb confirmed that the district has a balanced 
budget and all exceptions simply involved reporting. The 
bond rating should not be affected.

The board voted to approve the audit and instructed 
Wangeman to forward it to the Colorado Department of 
Education (CDE).

Technology update
Director of Technology Liz Walhof reported on new uses 
of technology in the arts, including the use of touch screens 
in kindergarten and the introduction of digital portfolios in 
the middle school so students can share their work and 
determine with whom it is shared. At the high school level, 
students can blog privately about art and the blog can be 
seen only within the classroom.

Regarding data privacy, Walhof reiterated that Wange-
man had attended CDE sessions on the subject and found 
that the district is the only one in the state that vets apps 
before use. 

She also said that there appears not to be concern 
about student privacy using Google products. There are 
ways to share information between devices or to opt out 
of that possibility. Work is being done to omit ads from 
the screen.

Walhof also said that the recently received library 
grant is being used to subscribe to Britannica Online. 

Assessment update
Director of Assessment and Gifted Education Lori Benton 
provided results for district Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) assessments. 
She said that the statute requires standards-based educa-
tion and now uses the five ratings for performance. Of 
these, “met” or “exceeds” are most desirable.

She said that students rated “approaching meets” can 
be moved into the higher category through individual help. 

Students take grade level tests although many are taking 
more advanced classes, especially those in math.

Scores are compared with those of other districts, in-
cluding more than 100 students per grade level. Because 
PARCC involved several states, results are comparable to 
nationwide assessments. District 38 did well, but partici-
pation rates make it hard to determine where it rates.

Benton said that in this district, assessment is not a 
way to view the end of a process, but a way to check prog-
ress.

Curriculum update
Director of Curriculum and Professional Development 
Sheila Beving reported on the process of selecting new 
curriculum offerings and that materials must be approved 
by parents, Building Accountability Advisory Committees 
and District Accountability Advisory Committee.

She said that her department is now studying the areas 
of math and social studies particularly. Vertical alignment 
of math is being conducted at the middle and high school 
levels.

The current civics test is 10 years old and is being 
evaluated.

She outlined plans for reviews in the coming year, 
among them the development of a material adoption pro-
cess, including how often materials are reviewed, antici-
pated to be every three to five years.

Magerko requested information on contracts for ma-
terials.

Director of Student Services and Personnel Bob Fos-
ter presented a first reading of several board policies. Sug-
gestions were made and no action was taken.

Sampayo inquired whether emails between board 
members were confidential and whether board members 
must notify the superintendent of plans to visit schools.

The board determined their responsibilities regarding 
representation on committees and other responsibilities.

Recognitions
Brofft recognized Palmer Lake Elementary School Princi-
pal Peggy Griebenow for having her school honored as a 
National Title I Distinguished School for closing achieve-
ment gaps. Only 100 schools nationwide receive this hon-
or.

During board comments, Clawson announced that 
Paul Lewis of Palmer Ridge was the Gazette’s top hockey 
coach and that the Palmer Ridge cheer squad won the 4A 
championship.

Citizens’ comments
Michael O’Hare, Amy McKenzie, Ivan Anthony, Cheryl 

Darnell, and Tammy John shared concerns about Common 
Core and data privacy. O’Hare also said that the Monu-
ment Academy wishes the board to support the construc-
tion of a new playing field.

The cost of the field would be about $100,000.
Tom Chapman praised the D-38 grounds, mainte-

nance, and custodial staffs for their hard work during 
weather emergencies.

Tony McKenzie addressed the board regarding sub-
stitution for P.E. credits. He requested that the topic be on 
the next meeting agenda. He reminded the board that CDE 
does not mandate P.E.

**********
The Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer D-38 meets at 
6 p.m. on the third Thursday of the month at the district’s 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. The next 
meeting will be on Jan. 21.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at  
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: Members of the full-day and half-day kindergarten classes at Lewis-Palmer Elementary School 
performed “You’re a Grand Old Flag” and led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Lifting Spirits Adult/Senior Day Service 
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Caregivers, find out how to 

make your life easier. 
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755 Highway 105 
(719) 488-1415 

liftingspirits@qwestoffice.net 
www.liftingspiritscare.net 

Above: Superintendent Karen Brofft, left, 
congratulates Palmer Lake Elementary Principal 
Peggy Griebenow for receiving a National Title I 
Distinguished School for 2015. Photo by Harriet 
Halbig.

We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service

PLEASE CALL FOR RATES...  (719) 491-4811

  Call for details!
We deliver it to you-dependable and courteous service

www.sharpestcut.com/fi rewood.html

Sharpest Cut  719-491-4811

   FIREWOOD SALE!   FIREWOOD SALE!
We deliver it to you-dependable and courteous service

Specializing in  
Residential Cleaning  

  
 

Overwhelmed? 
Want your home spic and span? 

 

Call Stacy today!  
(719) 930-2178  
www.agiftoftime.us 

 

Weekly ▪ Bi-weekly ▪ Monthly ▪ Move-outs ▪ Move-ins. Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Dec. 1

Board approves 2016 budget
By Jennifer Green-Lanchoney

The 2016 budget and 2016 appropriation were unanimous-
ly approved at the Dec. 1 Donald Wescott Fire Protection 
District Board of Directors meeting. The budget shows a 
$200,000 increase for 2016. The district will also be roll-
ing about $140,000 into the reserve funds from 2014 and 
2015. The 2016 budget includes an increase in the training 
budget and a $79,000 salary increase. 

Wescott salaries will be increased by 7 percent for en-
try-level firefighters and EMTs. The entry-level salary will 
increase from $35,400 to $37,878. Some positions, like 
paramedic, will be increased at a higher rate to keep com-
petitive with other organizations. Wescott paramedics are 
contracted with the station to be put through school and 

then work for Wescott when they complete their educa-
tion. Chief Vinny Burns explained that keeping competi-
tive wages could entice them to stay beyond their contract 
with the station. Adjusting paramedics’ pay meant also ad-
justing officers’ pay to stay in line with a tiered pay scale. 
The highest increase is at 19 percent for lieutenants. Chief 
Burns also implemented step raises in the budget to be cal-
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Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Dec. 16

Board approves office space proposal, discusses WPS manual

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Dec. 8

2016 budget approved 

culated into pay. 
Director Harland Baker raised concerns about rais-

ing the operational budget to accommodate the salary 
increase. However, the increase in revenue ultimately al-
lowed the board to justify the salary increase. Wescott will 
also stay relevant with other districts’ salaries with this 
increase, said Burns. 

The board also approved a $5,800 deposit in the vol-
unteer pension fund. The state will match about 90 percent 
of the amount in the pension fund at the end of the year. 

Some savings are seen in the 2016 budget as well. 
Stacey Popovich, Wescott administrative assistant, 

worked on worker’s compensation insurance rates, and 
the price went from $75,000 in 2015 to about $58,000 in 
2016. 

Administrative
The board unanimously approved the October financial 
statements and meeting minutes. The November and De-

cember financial statements will be presented at the Jan. 
19 meeting. 

Run report
Assistant Chief Ridings gave the October and November 
run report, indicating a 24 percent increase in the number 
of calls received in October and November of 2015 over 
October and November 2014. The increase is due to the 
number of American Medical Response runs, said Rid-
ings. The total fire loss in the district in November was 
$400, which resulted from a microwave fire. 

Chief’s report
Chief Burns reported a four-day rapid intervention team 
training. The team trained on rescuing a firefighter if he or 
she were trapped in a burning building. Chief Burns said 
that working with other organizations in the area made a 
positive training environment, and Wescott will seek out 
other training opportunities. 

Chief Burns also informed the board of a need to fix 

a flooding issue in his office. The flood mitigation servic-
es for Fire Station 1 will cost about $17,980. The board 
agreed that this work must be done and approved the use 
of funds to fix this ongoing issue. 

Four-year terms expiring
The four-year terms of district Directors Bo McAllister 
and John Fredell expire in 2016. They must inform the 
newly appointed election official, Stacey Popovich, of 
their intention to run for office again. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 p.m.
********** 

The Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board of Di-
rectors’ next meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Jan. 19 at Sta-
tion 1 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Please call 488-8680, a non-
emergency number, for more information, or visit www.
wescottfire.org. The district is also on Facebook.

Jennifer Green-Lanchoney can be contacted at  
JenGreen-Lanchoney@OCN.me. 

By Bill Kappel
Temperatures were almost exactly normal during Decem-
ber, while snowfall was above average. This allowed a 
nice snowpack to build during the month and of course 
resulted in a white Christmas.

During the first week of December winter took a brief 
break, with dry conditions from the 1st through the 5th. 
Temperatures started the month off below normal, with the 
snow on the ground helping to keep the air cooler than 
would otherwise have been realized. Highs were in the 

low to mid 30s on the first, then low 40s on the 2nd and 
3rd. A quick-moving storm approached the region on the 
4th and that allowed the wind to kick up a bit. This helped 
mix out some of the cold air, and temperatures rebounded 
nicely into the low 50s. As this system rolled through on 

By Lisa Hatfield
At the Dec. 8 meeting of the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District (TLMFPD) Board of Directors, the 
board approved year-end financial resolutions and the 
2016 wage schedule, and asked more questions of poten-
tial bond and mill levy consultant George K. Baum & Co.

Director Bill Ingram was absent and Director Larry 
Smith was excused.

Budget resolutions and new wage  
schedule approved

Fire Chief Chris Truty presented the following items, and 
all were approved unanimously: 
•	 A resolution approving the 2015 amended budget, 

which the board had already approved in Novem-
ber, but the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) 
requested that it be formally submitted in resolution 
format. 

•	 An adjustment to the 2016 final budget figures that 
were presented at the November meeting to reflect a 
recent change to El Paso County’s 2015 final property 
valuation and assessment for the fire district; the final 
valuation translated to a $6,042 reduction in property 
tax revenue. 

•	 Appropriation of money to the various funds listed in 
the budget. 

•	 A resolution levying property taxes for the year 2016, 
set at 11.5 mills.

•	 The 2016 fee schedule with no changes from 2015.
•	 The 2016 wage schedule. The Firefighter 1 salary 

of $36,620 will become the “base rate” upon which 
all other salaries are computed using the formulas 

described in this new schedule. See www.ocn.me/
v15n9.htm#tlmfpd0826 article for a discussion of the 
rationale.

•	 A resolution approving purchase of 2016 Dodge pick-
up truck to replace the battalion chief’s vehicle. 

TLMFPD attorney Maureen Herr Juran of Widner Mi-
chow & Cox LLP made a few modifications to the reso-
lution wording to make sure details of Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights (TABOR) rules were followed to the letter.

Levy consultant contract discussed again
Alan Matlosz, senior vice president of George K. Baum & 
Co., answered questions for the directors about the details 
of services his firm would provide the district to help with 
the decision about holding a possible mill levy or bond 
levy election in 2016 or 2017. Paul Hanley, another vice 
president of George K. Baum, already addressed the di-
rectors in August and presented a lot of information about 
mill levies and bond levies, and the directors voted to hire 
Baum then. See www.ocn.me/v15n9.htm#tlmfpd0826. 

However, since then, in trying to write up a contract 
with them, Truty has had questions about the details of 
the services they would provide and their actual cost, and 
Matlosz’s comments about the timing of the election con-
flicted with Hanley’s statements on that topic to the board 
in August. After Matlosz answered questions at this meet-
ing, Truty summarized. “This is a little different from the 
last time we talked.” After a long discussion about federal 
rules and payments, the consensus of the directors was to 
persevere in working out the details with Baum. Truty and 
Matlosz will meet to finish the discussion.

Chief’s report

Truty’s comments included:
•	 Congratulations to all four new firefighters who 

graduated from the academy on Nov. 20. All four are 
on shift now.

•	 The district will be discussing its potential role and 
how it would respond in an active shooter event such 
as the recent shootings in Colorado Springs and San 
Bernardino, Calif. 

•	 Members of TLMFPD attended Officer Garrett 
Swasey’s funeral service after he was killed by an 
active shooter on Nov. 27.

•	 TLMFPD officers attended a training session by 
Mark Smith called “Mission Critical Solutions on 
Leadership and the Impact of Officers on an Organi-
zation’s Culture.”

•	 Self-nominations for board members will open on 
Jan. 1. Four TLMFPD board member positions will 
be open for re-election in May.

Deputy Chief Randy Trost said the district assisted at the 
town’s Dec. 5 tree lighting ceremony by delivering Santa 
in the tower ladder and passing out firefighter helmets to 
kids.

The meeting went into executive session at 7:24 p.m. 
to meet with legal counsel for the district for advice on 
imposition of impact fees.

**********
Meetings are usually held the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, and the next meeting will be at 6:30 p.m., Wednes-
day, Jan. 27 in the Monument Town Hall at 645 Beacon 
Lite Road. For information, contact Jennifer Martin at 
719-484-0911.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

By Jackie Burhans
At the Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) board 
meeting on Dec. 16, the board approved a request to re-
organize the office space in the Barn and discussed the 
updated Woodmoor Public Safety (WPS) training manual. 

WIA/WPS office space proposal
The board discussed reconfiguring the office area in the 
Barn to create a file room, move file cabinets out of the 
main offices and purchase storage lockers for Woodmoor 
Public Safety staff. WPS Chief Kevin Nielsen noted that 
the WIA offices are overcrowded and filled with storage 
cabinets. The proposal is to build a wall in what is now a 
conference room on the lower level to create a file room 
and move the cabinets to that location. In addition, the 
proposal is to purchase large storage lockers to place in the 
break room so that the 8 WPS officers and four office staff 
will be able to store personal items such as hats, gloves, 
boots, and extra uniforms. Currently there is no room to 
store these items in the one shared office. 

The plan to acquire storage lockers dates back to 1999 

but has never been implemented. The bid to do this work 
totals $4,500. After discussion about the number of times 
file cabinets are accessed, the ongoing effort to scan docu-
ments, and where the money would come from in the bud-
get, the board voted unanimously to approve this proposal. 

New WPS training manual
WPS Chief Nielsen also reported that he has put together a 
new internal training manual that covers WPS procedures. 
It also includes a training log for new officers to follow. 
Nielsen asked that the board approve this new manual so 
that it can be added as a separate document to the WPS 
standard operating procedures, which will allow it to be 
changed separately. 

President Jim Hale asked if the board could have the 
next month to review and consider for approval at the Jan-
uary meeting. Approval of the new training manual was 
postponed until the January regular meeting. 

Board report highlights
•	 Annual dues invoices have been mailed out to be fol-

lowed shortly by ballots for the upcoming board elec-
tion.

•	 Nielsen reported that mail thefts have been occurring 
in Woodmoor. WPS has provided information on 
how to protect your mail at https://www.woodmoor.
org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Mail-Theft.pdf

•	 There is a proposal to reconfigure parking at Tobog-
gan Hill from six to 18 spaces.

•	 The Annual Meeting of WIA will be held on Monday, 
Jan. 25, 2016 at the Lewis-Palmer Middle School. 
Sign-in will start at 6:30 pm.

**********
The WIA Board of Directors usually meets at 7 p.m. on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Barn at 1691 
Woodmoor Drive, Monument. The next regular meeting 
will be on Jan. 27. WIA board meeting minutes can be 
found at: http://www.woodmoor.org/meeting-minutes/ 
once approved and posted.

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

December Weather Wrap
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By Bill Kappel
Record wet May

Precipitation was recorded on every day in May, with 
an astounding 12.49 inches of total precipitation for the 
month. The constant, and sometimes heavy, precipitation 
led to severe flooding throughout the region. Several states 
including Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas 
recorded their wettest May on record.

Record warm and dry  
September and October

Temperatures were above average almost every day during 
September and October. Our first widespread sub-freezing 
temperatures weren’t recorded until the second week of 
October, about two weeks later than normal. During Sep-
tember, very little precipitation fell, with just over a 10th 

of an inch recorded for the entire month. Only a trace of 
snow was recorded in October as well.

Heavy, wet snow on May 9
A strong storm system produced heavy, wet snow and 
strong winds on May 9, adding to the already exasperated 
flooding problems in the region from the record rainfall. 
Travel was severely affected, with many roads closed 
around the region.

Snowy start to the year
Several snowfalls affected the region in January and Feb-
ruary, with both months recording snowfall totals well 
above normal. During the two-month period, just over 50 
inches of snowfall accumulated. No single storms record-
ed more than a foot of snow, but there were nine periods 
which recorded an inch or more.

Heavy snow in November
Two big snowstorms affected the region in November, 
with 4-8 inches on the 11th and 1-2 feet on the 16-17th. 
This was quite a change after the dry and warm September 
through October period. In addition, November is normal-
ly one of our driest months, so the snow and cold during 
the month was quite a change from normal.

Cool, wet summer
High temperatures failed to reach above 90°F for most lo-
cations above 7,000 feet throughout the summer. In addi-
tion, precipitation was above normal in both June and July, 
adding to the already wet conditions from May.
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.  

Top weather events of 2015

the 5th, some snow developed that afternoon, with gener-
ally under an inch accumulating over a two-hour period. 
Temperatures were also held down that afternoon, only 
reaching about 40°F before the snow started to fly.

The second week of December was mild and windy. 
Temperatures were 15-20 degrees warmer than average 
from the 7th through the 11th. Highs reached into the low 
to mid 50s from the 9th through the 11th. The windy, mild 
conditions also helped keep overnight lows warm as well, 
staying above freezing on the 8th and 10th. A big change 
finally moved in late in the week, with an initial cold front 
moving through just after noon on the 11th. Temperatures 
cooled the rest of that afternoon and evening, with snow 
developing during the morning of the 12th. Snow and 
blowing snow continued through the evening hours, with 
4-5 inches accumulating in most areas. Temperatures re-
mained below normal on the 13th as the storm departed 
the region.

Winter made a strong appearance during the week of 
the 14th as a powerful but quick-moving storm affected 
the region on the 15th. Ahead of the storm on Monday the 
14th, temperatures warmed to slightly above average lev-
els, reaching the mid-40s that afternoon. The leading edge 
of the storm system and its cold front moved through late 
that evening, with some flurries developing before mid-
night. The storm wound up nicely over the eastern Plains 
of Colorado overnight and by the next morning heavy 
snow and strong winds were occurring. Travel was diffi-
cult most of that day as 6-12 inches of new snow accumu-
lated. The storm moved out quickly however, and by late 
afternoon was just about done. Clearing skies that night 
allowed temperatures to plummet, with most areas drop-
ping to zero and slightly below. 

The air mass remained cold over the next couple of 
days, with high temperatures stuck in the 20s and teens 
through the 17th. We finally broke out of the cold air dur-

ing the morning of the 19th, as westerly winds pushed the 
cold air east and helped mild conditions return. This was a 
classic “Chinook” setup, where westerly winds downslope 
off the mountains and temperatures warm at the same time 
the air mass dries out. Temperatures maxed out in the low 
50s on Saturday the 19th, even with over a foot of snow on 
the ground and the weak December sun angle. Tempera-
tures remained mild through the next night and morning, 
before a weak system dropped through and produced a 
quick round of light snow the next afternoon. Only about a 
half inch fell, but it did provide a fresh coating and cooled 
temperatures back to normal.

The week of Christmas started off mild and ended up 
cold. Highs were in the low to mid-40s on the 21st and 
22nd, ahead of an approaching storm. The cold front with 
this storm moved through during the evening of the 22nd, 
but there was very little moisture to work with until the 
next morning. Light snow fell during the morning and 
again in the evening on the 23rd and temperatures were 
about 10 degrees colder. Cold air then settled in for the 
next couple days, with highs on reaching the upper 20s 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. In addition, some 
light snow fell at times on Christmas Day, making for just 
about perfect conditions. Even colder air continued to fil-
ter in that afternoon, and highs only reached the mid-teens 
on the 26th with light snow falling during the morning. 
Christmas weekend ended with temperatures reaching the 
mid-20s on the 27th, about 10 degrees colder than normal. 
Overall, most of us accumulated 1-3 inches of new snow, 
adding to the nice snowpack that has been around since 
mid-November. 

Cold air stuck around through the remainder of the 
month, with high temperatures failing to reach above 
freezing from the 28th through the 31st. There was plenty 
of sunshine each day, but the cold air mass and weak sun 
angle didn’t allow temperatures to warm much. Highs 

reached the low 30s on the 28th, then only low to mid-20’s 
on the 29th-30th. A final surge of cold air moved in late on 
the 30th, holding highs in the mid- to upper teens on New 
Year’s Eve. In addition, a few flurries developed during 
the early afternoon hours of the 31st.

A look ahead
January can see the coldest temperatures of the year, but 
there is often a proverbial “January thaw” where mild tem-
peratures make a brief appearance. Precipitation is on the 
low side, with amounts generally less than an inch. The 
month experiences numerous sunny and windy days, with 
quick shots of snow in between. 

December 2015 Weather Statistics
Average High 		  37.1° (-1.2°)

100-year return frequency value max 50.5° min 32.6°
Average Low 		  13.4° (+1.1°)

100-year return frequency value max 22.4° min 5.4°
Monthly Precipitation	 1.22” 

(+0.23”, 19% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 2.82” min 0.00”

Monthly Snowfall	 20.1” 
(+2.6”, 13% above normal)

Highest Temperature	 55° on the 10th 
Lowest Temperature	 -4° on the 27th 
Season to Date Snow 	 53.1” 

(+13.4”, 25% above normal) 
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)

Season to Date Precip.	 11.20” 
(+0.12”, 1% above normal) 

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days	 1233 (+6)
Cooling Degree Days	 0 (0)
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

Support Our Community. Shop Tri-Lakes!
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Letters to Our Community
Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 27.

Disclaimer:  The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the views of OCN 
even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer

Woodmoor residents are 
national tennis champions 

Congratulations to Woodmoor residents Kevin Kavanah 
and Skip Wells on winning the 2015 National Champion-
ship for the U.S. Tennis Association’s Men’s Doubles 55 
and over 9.0 League.

Kevin and Skip were representing the 10-person team 
from Colorado, which won the state championship, fol-
lowed by the regional championship, and ultimately the 
national title. Their victory at the Nationals was in Arizona 
last month, culminating in a year-long endeavor with this 
team.

Kevin and Skip were the only two players on the team 
that played every match in the State, Regional and Nation-
al Championships. “It was quite a thrill to be part of this 
team, and more fulfi lling than any individual accomplish-
ment in tennis we’ve achieved. We collectively set a goal 
last year to win the national championship knowing many 

hurdles could occur on that journey and we were fortunate 
to prevail over every obstacle thrown at us,” they said.

The competition is composed of the best players from 
every section of the USTA. It took incredible team chem-
istry and selfl ess contributions from the team members 
(including the non-playing team captain who traveled to 
every match and scouted every opposing team) affording 
the Colorado team a vital competitive advantage over the 
other teams across the country. En route to the champion-
ship, the team defeated teams from Utah, Montana, Idaho, 
Texas, Southern California, Minnesota, South Carolina 
and New Jersey.

“Honestly, the entire experience was intense, thrilling 
and fulfi lling but winning was likely a once-in-a-lifetime 
moment,” said Kevin. “I am honored to have been a part 
of a team with a laser focus to compete and win. National 
Champion has a nice ring to it for each of us.”

Both Kevin and Skip regularly play tennis at The 
Country Club at Woodmoor.
 Keegan Bennett
Director of Athletics
The CC at Woodmoor
■

Above: Kevin Kavanah and Skip Wells. Photo 
courtesy of Kevin Kavanah

By the staff at Covered Treasures
Look to your health; and if you have it, praise God, and 
value it next to a good conscience. —Izaak Walton 

If 2016 is the year you’d like to improve your health, 
physically or mentally, there are some books to help you 
along the way—and some of them are just plain fun.

Eating on the Wild Side
By Jo Robinson (Little, Brown and Co.) $16
For 400 generations, we’ve 
unwittingly been selecting 
plants that are high in starch 
and sugar and low in many 
essential nutrients. Robinson 
shows how to regain vita-
mins, minerals, fi ber, and 
antioxidants by choosing 
modern varieties that ap-
proach the nutritional con-
tent of wild plants but also 
please the modern palate. 
She tells how to select these 
new varieties and includes 
recipes, as well as tips on 
food handling, and garden-
ing. Based on years of scien-
tifi c research, this book will forever change the way we 
think about food.

The life-changing magic of tidying up: the Japanese art 
of decluttering and organizing
By Marie Kondo (Ten Speed Press) $16.99

Despite constant efforts to declutter your home, do papers 
still accumulate like snowdrifts and clothes pile up like 
a tangled mess of noodles? Maybe the KonMari Method 
is the answer for you. With its revolutionary category-by-
category system, it leads to lasting results. With detailed 
guidance for determining which items in your house 
“spark joy”—and which don’t—this book will help you 
clear your clutter and enjoy the unique magic of a tidy 
home—and the calm, motivated mindset it can inspire. 

Healing Ways: An Integrative Health Sourcebook
By Matilde Parente, M.D., F.C.A.P. (Barron’s) $14.99
Massage or pills? Acupuncture or surgery? Prescription 
drugs or nutritional therapy? It doesn’t have to be an ei-
ther/or scenario. Learn how to use conventional medical 
therapies in combination with Complementary and Alter-
native Medicine (CAM) for the best of both worlds. Dis-
cover how to be a better health consumer; how to decide 
which CAM methods are right for you and how to talk 
to your doctor about them. Take charge of your life—and 
your health—with this new approach to wellness. 

You are a Badass: How to Stop Doubting Your Greatness 
and Start Living an Awesome Life
By Jen Sincero (Running Press) $16
In this refreshingly entertaining how-to guide, Sincero 
serves up 27 bite-sized chapters full of hilariously inspir-
ing stories, sage advice, and easy exercises to help you 
identify beliefs and behaviors that stop you from creating 
a life you totally love. By the end of the book, you’ll un-
derstand why you are how you are, how to love what you 
can’t change, and how to change what you don’t love. 

Year of Yes: How to Dance It Out, Stand in the Sun and 
Be Your Own Person
By Shonda Rhimes (Simon & Schuster) $24.99
With three hit shows on television and three children at 
home, Rhimes, an introvert at heart, had lots of good rea-
sons to say no when invitations arrived. When Shonda 
began her “Year of Yes” project, there were terrifying 
public “Yeses”—giving the commencement address at 
Dartmouth, and appearing on Jimmy Kimmel Live. There 
were excruciating private “Yeses”—start taking her health 
seriously, and force herself to have diffi cult conversations 
about relationships and situations. Profound, impassioned 
and laugh-out-loud funny, this book reveals how saying 
yes changed—and saved—Rhimes’s life, and inspires 
readers to change their own lives with one little word: yes.

The Gratitude Diaries: How a Year Looking on the 
Bright Side Can Transform Your Life
By Janice Kaplan (Dutton) $26.95
On New Year’s Eve, Kaplan makes a promise to be grate-
ful and look on the right side of whatever happens, real-
izing that how she feels over the next 12 months will have 
less to do with the events that occur than with her own 
attitude and perspective. Getting advice at every turn from 
psychologists, academics, doctors, and philosophers, she 
brings readers on a smart and witty journey to discover the 
value of appreciating what you have. 

Until next month, happy reading.
 The staff at Covered Treasures Bookstore can be reached 

at books@ocn.me.

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

New ideas for a New Year

January Library Events

Snow Fest of Games and Crafts open to all
By Harriet Halbig

Family programs
The Family Fun program for January is the Snow Fest of 
Games and Crafts at 2:30 on Saturday, Jan. 9. All ages are 
welcome to join a winter-themed bash with crafts, games, 
and stories.

Tween Time for January is a chance to design and 
bake your own erasers of Sculpey polymer clay. The pro-
gram will be on Friday, Jan. 15 from 4 to 5. Registration is 
required at 488-2370.

The Lego Club will meet on Saturday, Jan. 16 from 
10 to 11:30. We provide the Legos and you bring your cre-
ativity.

The Fourth Friday craft program will be Friday, Jan. 
22 from 4 to 5. Make foam and craft stick critters to use as 
bookmarks, puppets, or decorations.

There will be a Homeschool Books/Materials Ex-
change/Giveaway on Monday, Jan. 25 from 1 to 2. Give or 
take, just participate! Lots of free books and materials will 

be offered for your use. There will be crafts or an activity 
for the kids. Please register (noting the number in your 
group) as space in the meeting room is limited. Please 
bring only a box or two and take home anything you’ve 
brought that isn’t selected.

Teen programs
AfterMath free math tutoring will resume on Monday, Jan. 
11 from 3:30 to 7. Experienced math tutors will assist stu-
dents of all ages with their math questions. Please note 
that this program is only available on Mondays when the 
schools and library are open. In January, AfterMath will 
be available on the 11th and 25th due to closure for Martin 
Luther King Day.

Adult programs
The Monumental Readers will meet from 10 to noon on 
Friday, Jan. 15 to discuss M’olakai
by Alan Brennert. All patrons are welcome to attend this 
monthly book group.

Artwork by students of Palmer Ridge High School 

will be on the walls of the library and in the display case 
during January.

Palmer Lake Library events
The Family Fun program for January will be on Saturday, 
Jan. 16 at 10:30 and features bear stories. Do you know 
how many kinds of bear there are in the world? How many 
different bears live in North America? Only one kind of 
bear lives in Colorado. Learn what they eat, how they live 
and make a bear mask to take home. Susan Permut, volun-
teer naturalist at Castlewood Canyon State Park, will tell 
bear stories and help you with the mask.

Artwork in the Palmer Lake Library during January 
will be Ceramic Stars made by students from Palmer Lake 
Elementary School.

Please note that all Pikes Peak Library District facili-
ties will be closed on Monday, Jan. 18 in observance of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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By David Futey
On Jan. 2, the Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI) hosted its annual Geology Day. Visitors had a 
variety of activities to choose from during their visit. The 
Gold Prospectors of Colorado taught visitors how to gold 
pan and provided demonstrations on sluicing techniques; 
Richard Sweeney of Pilot Mining demonstrated mod-
ern assaying processes to separate minerals; the Colo-
rado Springs Mineralogical Society and their Pebble Pup 
program offered a hands-on digging activity, provided 
information on fossils, rocks, and minerals along with 
free mineral samples; Florissant Fossil Beds provided 
information on the geology and history of the park; and 
museum staff operated their historic steam engines and 
provided guided tours of exhibits. 

**********
If you missed this day, the museum will offer a Science 
Day on March 12. Information on that event and other 
upcoming events at the museum is at www.wmmi.org. 

David Futey can be reached at davidfutey@ocn.me.

Western Museum of Mining & Industry, Jan. 2

Museum hosts Geology Day
Right: A member of the Gold 
Prospectors of Colorado 
demonstrates sluicing, a process 
to separate heavier minerals such 
as gold from lighter materials, at 
the WMMI Geology Day. Below 
left: Autumn Ascano, a volunteer 
with Florissant Fossil Beds, 
explains the geology and history 
of the park to a visitor. Below 
center: WMMI tour guide Ken 
Aron explains the operation of 
the 35-ton Corliss engine.  Below 
right: In the museum’s library, 
hands-on activities were available 
and visitors learned about fossils 
and formation of minerals, and 
could select a mineral to take 
home. Photos by David Futey.

Art Matters

Artist inspirations: of cows, long walks and coffee
By Janet Sellers

“Every artist was first an amateur.” —
Ralph Waldo Emerson

January is a great month to hunker down and read or draw 
pictures. The cold weather and emptiness after the holi-
days just begs us to go inside ourselves and connect with 
our imagination. It is a time to rebalance ourselves and our 
life direction. We all have ways that we get in touch with 
our creative feelings, and there is a way to get creative in 
less than five minutes.

A popular Huffington Post article “18 Things That 
Creative People Do Differently” by Carolyn Gregoire 
(which generated 5 million views and 500,000 Facebook 
shares in one week), has inspired her to write book on the 
subject with psychologist Scott Barry Kaufman titled, 
Wired to Create. Their research indicates, of all things, 
that when taking a shower one taps into deep insights 
more so than at one’s job or workplace. 

So many artists and innovators live in serial paradoxes 
with their abilities stimulated by, as the book aptly points 
out, “mindfulness and daydreaming, seriousness and play, 
openness and sensitivity, and solitude and collaboration – 
to show that it is by embracing our own contradictions that 
we are able to tap into our deepest creativity”.

If hopping in the shower is, for the moment inconve-
nient, other creativity boosters such as daydreaming, tak-
ing time for solitude, seeking out new experiences, mak-
ing time for play, nurturing emotional sensitivity, turning 
challenges into opportunities for growth (aka turning fail-

ure into success), and achieving mastery are tops on the 
list. Other activities that stimulate creative imagination are 
running, walking the dog, and drinking coffee at a busy 
cafe as the Impressionists did, as well as taking a class 
with others on a creative subject. Even looking at kittens 
and puppies or just photos of baby animals boosts creativ-
ity and productivity as well. (Per a Hiroshima University 
study in Japan a few years ago.)

It seems that doing something out of one’s common 
habit offers the novelty part of our minds a chance to ex-
plore and discover more to enjoy. Nikola Tesla said that 
his most creative thoughts came to him while on a leisure-
ly stroll with a friend. Gertrude Stein was inspired while 
driving her car. She was most inspired by looking at cows, 
and would drive the countryside looking for the perfect 
cow to observe each day. She wrote for 30 minutes a day. 
Arguably creativity is quite a necessity these days, as our 
era of creative innovators make visual games, electronics, 
and special-effects movies to the tune of billions of dollars 
and millions of loyal customers.

As I sit enjoying the sunshine from my sunny window 
surrounded by bright red geraniums and a poinsettia—and 
even some ripe red tomatoes in a pot—I feel glad. While 
the cold weather may keep us indoors quite a bit, let’s take 
an artful chance on our creative senses and do something 
with our imagination. We can start a sketchbook, take a 
class, visit with friends and artful places, or just take a 
friend for a ride and enjoy the beautiful local scenery from 
the warmth of the car. 

Art around town this month
Wisdom Tea House exhibit, “The Language of Art” with 
Marie Simpson, Kathleen Nalley and Carol Groesbeck, 
through Jan. 16; 65 Second St., Monument
Bella Art and Frame, ongoing resident artists show with 
over a dozen fine artists in painting, sculpture, mixed me-
dia, glass, jewelry, and more. 183 Washington St., Monu-
ment
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) Call for Artists, 
Jan. 16 – Final Entries/Registration Due to TLCA for “Vi-
sions of Light” photo show. Online application at www.
TriLakesArts.org.
Public art news: The El Paso County Commissioners ap-
proved an installation of a sculpture at the Baptist Road 
and Old Denver Highway roundabout site. This is the first 
roundabout to have art for the entire I-25 corridor, mak-
ing it a significant installation and visible landmark for the 
intersection. Tri-Lakes Views (TLV) has been approved to 
commission the art, and is currently seeking sponsorship 
for the proposed sculpture to be created by Reven-Marie 
Swanson. For sponsorship details, contact TLV President 
Sky Hall at (719) 491-3638 or at skyhall@mac.com, or 
fundraising Chair Dr. Betty Konarski at (719) 481-2769 or 
bkonarski@earthlink.net.

Janet Sellers is a Colorado artist and art teacher; her 
artworks and public art sculptures are in exhibitions in 
city and museum venues in Colorado, and of course, the 
Tri-Lakes area. Sellers lives in Woodmoor. She can be 

reached at JanetSellers@OCN.me.

By Al Walter
Join the Palmer Lake Historical Society on Thursday, Jan. 
21, at 6:30 p.m. for its annual pot luck dinner and mem-
bership meeting at the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent, Palmer Lake. At the annual business meeting, 
the outgoing president will provide the membership an 
overview of the Historical Society’s activities and present 

the Board of Directors’ nominees for president, vice presi-
dent, secretary, and treasurer for 2016 for a vote by the 
membership. Nominations for the four officer positions 
will also be accepted from the floor. The elected officers 
serve a one-year term and must be members of the Histori-
cal Society. 

Following the business meeting, attendees are invited 

to enjoy an old-fashioned pot luck dinner. Baked ham, cof-
fee, and tea will be provided. Please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. As a special treat, local artist and musi-
cian Joe Bohler will amaze with his skills on the piano. 
This event is free to the public. For more information, visit 
the Historical Society’s website at www.palmerdividehis-
tory.org or call 719-559-0837.  ■

Palmer Lake Historical Society

Pot luck, membership meeting set for Jan. 21
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By Harriet Halbig
The North Pole at Tri-Lakes Craft Show 
sponsored by Monument Hill Kiwanis 
was held on Saturday, Dec. 5 at Grace 
Best Community Center.

Program Manager Bob Nissen said 
that the fair featured 69 vendors and was 
attended by over 1,600 individuals. Those 
attending donated 413 pounds of food, 
$365, and two boxes of toys to benefit Tri-
Lakes Cares.

The cookie walk sponsored by Tri-

Lakes United Methodist Church offered 
7,000 cookies from which to select, priced 
by the pound to benefit local charities. 
Several thousand dollars were raised.

District 38 singers and musicians and 
other local musicians entertained during 
the event.

All proceeds go to fund the School 
District 38 granting program.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: Singers from Lewis-Palmer Middle School entertained during the craft 
fair. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Above: On Dec. 5, Jacob Cheeseman, right, of Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
Troop 17 organized an Eagle Scout service project to build feral cat feeding 
stations for the Humane Society of the Pikes Peak Region. Seventeen boys 
primarily from BSA Troop 17 along with a handful from Palmer Ridge High School 
National Honor Society gathered in a chilly garage and spent the day assembling 
kits that were created ahead of time by Cheeseman and his uncle. After nailing 
together the feeding stations, the boys then primed them so that they could 
be painted and delivered to the Humane Society on Dec. 18 for distribution to 
community cat colonies where they are used to feed feral cats and to attract them 
so they can be vaccinated and spayed or neutered. Jasper Howald is at left. 
Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Community members gathered for the annual Yule Log Potluck dinner Dec. 8 at 
the Palmer Lake Town Hall for a night of preparations for the Yule Log festivities 
to follow that weekend. The night began with a potluck dinner. Next, the group 
split up into groups to make the traditional Yule Log pins. Above: From right, 
Ryder Voelker, Cavan Porter, Kyah Voelker, and Kurt Voelker work on carving 
notches in the sticks for the bow tying. Photos by Molly Porter. Captions by 
Audrey Burkart.

Above: Josh Porter, the Cutter of the Log, and Sara Lundeen Plott, the finder of 
this year’s Yule Log, work together to cut the Yule Log in half. One half of the log 
was burned as this year’s Yule Log while the other half is saved for next year’s 
kindling log. Photos by Molly Porter. Captions by Audrey Burkart.

Above: The Tri-Lakes Community Handbell Choir held its 14th Annual Christmas 
Concert, a free community concert directed by Betty Jenik. The concert consisted 
of the Tri-Lakes Community Handbell choir (pictured above), the Monument 
Community Presbyterian Handbell Choir, the Four Winds Recorder Ensemble, 
the Tri-Likes United Methodist Church Brass, Sweet Harmony Women’s Acapella 
group, and sing-along Christmas songs. The Tri-Lakes Community Handbell 
Choir will perform again for the Southern Colorado Handbell Concert at the 
Colorado Springs City Auditorium on Feb. 20. Photo by Rebecca Burkart.

Above: Santa with Blake Cossaboom during Santa on Patrol. Police Chief Jake 
Shirk thanked the Tri-Lakes residents, Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, and 
Walmart who collected and donated toys and money so that hundreds of local 
children in need could personally receive a gift from Santa on Patrol on Dec. 
19, the Saturday before Christmas. Shirk started this program in 1993 in Aurora 
when the shopping malls received death threats against Santa. Now he and the 
Monument Police and several local fire departments help this “hidden segment 
of our society” right here in our own community. He said so many donations 
were made this year that he had extra gifts to give to Tri-Lakes Cares, and he 
appreciates how the community stepped forward. Photos by Shauna Arrington 
of Arrington Photography.

North Pole at Tri-Lakes Craft Fair, Dec. 5

Snapshots of Our Community
Yule Log Potluck Dinner, Dec. 8

Yule Log Hunt, Dec. 13

Handbell Concert, Dec. 12

Santa on Patrol, Dec. 19

Cheeseman organizes service project
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By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication.  Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the information number for that event.

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red
Jan. 13: Raspberry chipotle chicken, roasted potatoes, 

salad
Jan. 20: Beef brisket sandwich, baked beans, coleslaw
Jan. 27: Tuna on a croissant, avocado, chips

Rolls and butter are served with each meal except 
sandwiches. Dessert is also provided. 

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m. at 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment (the School District 38 Administration Building). 
$3 voluntary donation. Entertainment follows lunch. For 
more information, call Judy, 487-9067. An activity of Tri-
Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership. Meals are provided 
by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer Lake; Nikki McDonald, ex-
ecutive chef, 481-3307.

Apply by March 15 for  
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club 2016 grants 

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) grant application for 
2016 will be available Jan.15 to Mar. 15 on the TLWC 
website, www.tlwc.net. Eligible organizations include 
nonprofit and public service organizations and public 
schools that serve the Tri-Lakes area. Special program and 
project requests are welcomed. The application package 
includes the instructions as well as other important quali-
fying information. Completed applications can be mailed 
to Tri-Lakes Women’s Club, Attn: Grant Committee, PO 
Box 669, Monument, 80132 with a postmark no later than 
March 15, 2016. For more information, contact the com-
mittee chair at donnamwagner@comcast.net or visit www.
tlwc.net.

Town of Monument seeks Planning 
Commission alternate member

The Board of Trustees of the Town of Monument is ac-
cepting applications for a Planning Commission alternate 
member. Candidates must be at least 18 years of age, be a 
U.S. citizen, and have lived within the Town of Monument 
for at least the last 12 consecutive months. If interested, 
submit an application to the Development Services De-
partment, 645 Beacon Lite Road, Monument, CO 80132. 
To request an application or more information, contact the 
Town of Monument at 481-2954 or e-mail Larry Manning 
at Lmanning@tomgov.org.

Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee seeks 
volunteers, Jan. 11

The Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee is being reinvigorated 
as a result of the current resurgence in local development 
activity. The group was established by the 2000 Tri-Lakes 
Comprehensive Plan and receives a copy of development 
applications submitted to the town and county. The com-
mittee then has the opportunity to provide comments on 
proposed developments in the Tri-Lakes area while it is 
still early enough in the process to have a chance at in-
fluencing the direction of growth. Ideally, this group 
should include representatives from across the Tri-Lakes 
area. With all the development going on, citizens should 
be aware of the existence of this vehicle for community 

involvement in the process. The next meeting is Jan. 11, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., at the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 
166 Second St., Monument. For more information, contact 
Jerry Hannigan, hannigan.and.assoc@gmail.com.
Register now for CSU Extension Single-Day 

Landscaping/Gardening Classes
For landscape professionals and home gardeners who want 
to focus on a particular topic, single-day classes provide an 
opportunity for in-depth education. These research-based 
classes are taught by Colorado State University Extension 
faculty. Classes will be held on Thursdays, beginning Jan. 
14, at the El Paso County Extension office, 17 N. Spruce 
St. (west of I‑25 at Bijou exit). See a list of classes at 
http://elpasoco.colostate.edu/ and click on ‘Horticulture.’ 
Register online at http://EPCExtension.eventbrite.com

Volunteer needed for county’s DHS 
Advisory Commission, apply by Jan. 15

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seeking 
a community-minded citizen volunteer from District 1 to 
serve on the Department of Human Services (DHS) Advi-
sory Commission. Applications are due by Jan. 15. The 
volunteer application is located at www.elpasoco.com. 
Click on the “Volunteer Boards” link. For more informa-
tion, call 520-6436 or visit www.elpasoco.com.

Volunteers needed for county’s Fair & 
Events Complex Advisory Board

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seeking 
community-minded citizen volunteers to serve on the Fair 
& Events Complex Advisory Board. Applications are due 
by Jan. 15. The volunteer application is located at www.
elpasoco.com. Click on the “Volunteer Boards” link. For 
more information, call 520-6436 or visit www.elpasoco.
com.

Four Monument trustee positions open
The Town of Monument Board of Trustees has four trustee 
positions open. Nomination petitions are now available 
from the town clerk’s office, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Petitions 
must be turned in by Monday, Jan. 25. Candidates must 
be at least 18, a registered voter, and must have resided 
within the incorporated limits of the Town of Monument 
for 12 consecutive months immediately preceding the date 
of the election, April 5. For more information, visit www.
townofmonument.org/departments/elections/

BOCC approves expenditures for the 
Gleneagle Pedestrian Improvement Project
At their Dec. 15 meeting, the Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) passed a resolution to recognize federal 
revenue and to appropriate expenditures in the amount of 
$126,920 (federal aid funds) to the Road and Bridge 2015 
budget for the construction of the Gleneagle Pedestrian 
Improvements Project. The project includes the instal-
lation of curb, gutter, and sidewalk along the west side 
of Gleneagle Drive between Jessie Drive and Wuthering 
Heights Drive. The pedestrian improvements will provide 
a community benefit and will also provide a safe route be-
tween Antelope Trails Elementary School and the adjacent 
neighborhoods. The project will be completed within the 
first quarter of 2016. 

Monument Academy’s  
“Green 4 Green” campaign

Monument Academy’s PTO has launched a fundraising 
campaign to provide a green, usable playing field at the 
school. The existing playground is a hard-packed dirt sur-
face that becomes unusable for several days after rain due 
to poor drainage. Even on dry days, the playground is a 
dusty, unforgiving surface full of indentations. Installing 
turf would make the field safer and more usable for recess, 
physical education classes, and sports. As a charter school, 
MA operates on less funding than other public schools but 
is required to meet or exceed district and state academic 
standards. Therefore, funding to construct a play area must 
be raised independently. The total projected funds needed 
are $150,000. MA PTO has scheduled a “Green 4 Green 
Tailgate Kickoff” live and silent auction for March 5. For 
more information or to contribute toward the campaign, 
please email MA PTO President Lance Goraczkowski, 
maptopresident@gmail.com.

Election judges needed
The Town of Palmer Lake is looking for five volunteers to 
serve as election judges in the upcoming election on April 
5, 2016. If you are interested, please contact the town of-

Our Community Notices

Legacy Sertoma and Monument Hill Kiwanis ring the bells
Left: Legacy Sertoma member Jim Fitzpatrick 
and his two granddaughters, Rachel and Sarah 
Fitzpatrick helped collect donations for the Red 
Kettle Christmas Campaign. The donations 
enable The Salvation Army to provide food, 
toys and clothing to over 6 million people during 
the Christmas season and help more than 34 
million Americans recovering from all kinds 
of personal disasters nationwide. The Red 
Kettle campaign, first started in San Francisco 
in 1891, has traditionally been the Salvation 
Army’s most prominent fund-raiser. The Legacy 
Sertoma group in Monument collected $3,965. 
Photo courtesy of Legacy Sertoma. 

Right: Monument Hill Kiwanis club supplied 
scores of volunteer Red Kettle bell-ringers in 
the Tri-Lakes area. Don Johnson mans the 
Red Kettle at a memorial service for deceased 
Kiwanian Bill Healy.  Attendees deposited 
$1000 to the Kettle to honor Bill a long time bell 
ringer and co-chairman of this year’s campaign. 

Monument Hill Kiwanis in association with 
Lewis Palmer School District 38, Key Clubs 
and Builders Clubs, and Kohls employees once 
again manned the Salvation Army Red Kettles 
at King Soopers, Safeway and Walmart.  This 
year Kiwanis raised a total of $45,003. Photo 
courtesy Monument Hill Kiwanis.

Snowplowing 
Contracts only. 20 yr. experience 
Call Jeff at Sharpest Cut 491-4811 

Booth Rental Available! 
Monumental Styles, an established, fun salon 
located in beautiful downtown Monument, is 
expanding! Rental options are now available 
for stylists, estheticians, massage therapists, or 
eyelash extension technicians. We offer the first 
month FREE and rent includes a receptionist as 
well as full salon amenities. Renters also sell 
their own retail products! Spaces include a 
room for $160/week, a chair for $130/week, 
and a small space for $50/week. Please call 
(719) 487 8660 for more information. We look 
forward to hearing from you! 
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fi ce at 42 Valley Crescent or call 481-2953.
Free Winter Survival Kit App

The free “Winter Survival Kit App” was 
developed by the North Dakota State Uni-
versity Extension Service and is designed 
to help anyone who frequently drives in 
winter weather and could become stranded 
during a storm. The app for iPhones and 
Androids can help pinpoint your location, 
call 911, notify friends and family of your 
situation, and even help you estimate how 
long you can run your vehicle to keep 
warm before you run out of fuel. You can 
download the app at www.ag.ndsu.edu/
extension/apps/winter-survival-kit. For 
information on what to carry in your ve-
hicle’s winter survival kit, go to the Offi ce 
of Emergency Management page on the El 
Paso County website: www.elpasoco.com.
Grow Smart Monument group 

forming
Grow Smart Monument is dedicated to 
preserving open space and trails, recre-
ational opportunities, natural resources, 
and community character. Across the U.S., 
access to parks and open spaces has be-
come a measure of community wealth; a 
tool for attracting businesses and residents 
by guaranteeing quality of life and eco-
nomic health. This group invites collabo-
ration with developers and civic organiza-
tions in creating a path to smart growth in 
our beautiful town. For more information, 
see the Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/groups/growsmartmonument/ or 
email growsmartmonument@gmail.com.

Tri-Lakes men’s a cappella 
singing group seeks singers

Singers are wanted for a unique men’s sing-
ing group that will feature close harmony, 
a cappella singing, somewhat in the style 
of the Four Freshmen and Vocal Majority. 
For more information, call John Hobson at 
368-7833, or Phil Zara, 481-3197.

Three steps to recycle right
Recycle all empty plastic bottles, cans, and 
paper. Keep foods and liquids out of the re-
cycling. Keep plastic bags out of the recy-
cling. These three steps have a big impact 
on getting the right things in the recycling 
bin. Did you know that plastic bags can 
shut down an entire recycling plant? So 
keep plastic bags out of the recycling and 
when in doubt, leave it out. For more in-
formation, visit recycleoftenrecycleright.
com.

SafeCare Colorado services 
now in El Paso County

Lutheran Family Services Rocky Moun-
tains (LFS) now provides SafeCare Colo-
rado Services in El Paso County. SafeCare 
Colorado offers proactive in-home, volun-
tary services that support at-risk families 
in understanding the health, development, 
and safety needs of young children. LFS 
home visitors will deliver the SafeCare 
curriculum to parents through weekly 
visits over a four- to fi ve-month period. 
The curriculum covers: Infant and Child 
Health, Home Safety, and Parent/Child In-
teraction. The goal of SafeCare is to build 
parental skills and consistently reinforce 
positive communication and problem-
solving skills—helping to prevent child 
abuse. For more information, contact 303-
217-5854, www.lfsrm.org.

Bustang and Park-n-Ride 
improvements

Bustang, the new interregional express bus 
service from the Colorado Department of 
Transportation, has begun. Along I-25, 
there are seven round trips per day, Mon. 
to Fri., from Colorado Springs to Denver, 
with a stop at I-25/Monument Park-and-
Ride. Single ride tickets from Monument 
to Denver’s Union Station cost only $9, 
$7.50 for seniors. Each coach is equipped 
with restrooms, bike racks, free Wi-Fi, 

power outlets and USB ports. Parking lot 
improvements include new asphalt paving, 
lighting, striping, signing, and new shel-
ters equipped with lighting and infrared 
heating units. For information or to buy 
tickets online, visit www.ridebustang.com, 
or phone 800-900-3011.

HAP needs volunteers
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partner-
ship (HAP) is a nonprofi t, all-volunteer or-
ganization that serves and supports seniors 
in our community. HAP currently needs 
volunteers, three hours a week; and active 
board members, eight to 10 hours a month. 
For more information, call HAP board 
president, Dave Betzler, at 205-7651.
Emergency Notification System

If you registered for the Emergency Noti-
fi cation System (reverse 911) prior to July 
2013, you may need to create a new ac-
count. Go to www.elpasoteller911.org and 
select “sign up” on the registration page. If 
you are able to log in using your existing 
user name and password, no further action 
is needed. If you get an error message in-
dicating your email or password is invalid, 
press the sign-up button and create a new 
account. If you need assistance, dial 785-
1971 and a staff member will return your 
call.
Free transportation and safety 

services for seniors
Mountain Community Senior Services of-
fers free transportation and safety services 
to Tri-Lakes seniors. If you need a ride to 
a medical appointment, grocery shopping, 
or the local senior lunches, a volunteer 
driver will be happy to help you. Call 488-
0076 to leave a message for the dispatcher. 
If you are in need of grab bars in the bath-
room, a ramp to your door, or repair of 
stairs or railings, please call Cindy Rush, 
488-0076, and leave a message.

Donate live trees for Black 
Forest burn area

If you are doing wildfi re mitigation, you 
might have good live trees to donate to 
Black Forest burned-out areas. The Black 
Forest Together (BFT) Tree Donor Pro-
gram is accepting live trees to be either 
transplanted in the Black Forest burn area 
or sold to support the cost of this program. 
Trees up to 12 inches in diameter (or up 
to 38 inches around) are ideal. The size of 
trees is measured at ground level. For more 
information, contact billmantia@aol.com.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center 
programs

The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Part-
nership Senior Citizens Center is next to 
the Lewis-Palmer High School Stadium 
(across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 
p.m., Tue.-Fri., and earlier for scheduled 
activities. The facility has a lounge, craft 
room, game room, and multipurpose room. 
Programs include bridge, pinochle, Na-
tional Mah-jongg, line dancing, tea time, 
bingo, and more. Ping-pong, Wii video 
games, puzzles and board games, refresh-
ments, a lending library, computers with 
Internet connections, and an information 
table are also available. For information 
about programs for seniors, visit www.
TriLakesSeniors.org. 

Senior Beat newsletter—
subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter 
is full of information for local seniors, 
including the daily menu of the senior 
lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays in Monument. It also con-
tains the schedule of the classes and events 
for the month at the Senior Citizens Cen-
ter. To subscribe, send an email with your 
name and mailing address to SeniorBeat@
TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also 
be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.
org. ■

Why advertise in OCN?
• OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the Tri-OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the Tri-OCN

Lakes area. We mail more than 16,300 copies every month and put 
another 700 copies in stacks throughout the area. OCN has the largest 
mailed circulation and the third-largest circulation among local news-
papers in El Paso County after The Gazette and The Colorado Springs 
Independent. We put copies of OCN into the hands of those people OCN into the hands of those people OCN
most likely to buy your products or services: local residents and busi-
nesses. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area newsOCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area newsOCN . For the past 14 
years, OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-OCN
Lakes area governmental entities and their deliberations and actions. 
Credibility is key during tough times. Advertising in a credible me-
dium typically rubs off on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN takes ads only from Tri-Lakes area businessesOCN takes ads only from Tri-Lakes area businessesOCN . In OCN, your OCN, your OCN
ad won’t be competing for attention with ads from Colorado Springs 
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the founding of OCN in OCN in OCN
2001 as a way to help local businesses like yours succeed. 

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication schedule help stretch 
your ad budget. OCN has one of the lowest ad costs per printed copy OCN has one of the lowest ad costs per printed copy OCN
of any local publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, your ad OCN is a monthly publication, your ad OCN
is out there for a month—more than four times longer than other local 
papers. Many of our advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN doesn’t use contracts. You aren’t tied down. Adjust your adver-
tising month-to-month to meet your changing needs. Our advertisers 
advertise with us because they see benefi t in it, not because they’re 
bound by a contract they signed months before. To reward frequent 
advertisers, OCN has a Frequent Advertiser Bonus (FAB) rewards pro-OCN has a Frequent Advertiser Bonus (FAB) rewards pro-OCN
gram. You earn up to 10% of your ad cost as a reward you can use to 
reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The more you advertise OCN advertising. The more you advertise OCN
with OCN, the more you save. Thanks to our FAB program, OCN, the more you save. Thanks to our FAB program, OCN OCN ad-OCN ad-OCN
vertisers have saved more than $41,000! 

• You are supporting a good thing. Your advertising dollars support a 
unique all-volunteer, Tri-Lakes-focused effort to present factual, com-
prehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area residents.

And the best reason of all: It works!
Melissa Riesling, LPC - “Advertising with the OCN has been terrifi c! I OCN has been terrifi c! I OCN

have so many people tell me ‘I saw your ad!’ The OCN is a very af-OCN is a very af-OCN
fordable way to promote your business in the community.”

Kerri Bohler, The Villa and B&E Filling Station Restaurant - “Thanks Kerri Bohler, The Villa and B&E Filling Station Restaurant - “Thanks Kerri Bohler, The Villa and B&E Filling Station Restaurant
for all you have done for us. Our ad with OCN was the best thing we OCN was the best thing we OCN
ever did for advertising. It outshines all the rest.”

Gehu and Jenny Gonzalez, Wash ‘n’ Roll - “...We are thrilled to be Gehu and Jenny Gonzalez, Wash ‘n’ Roll - “...We are thrilled to be Gehu and Jenny Gonzalez, Wash ‘n’ Roll
entering the new window cleaning season, and it has been a great 
experience to advertise with you! We feel happy to support OCN for OCN for OCN
how it enriches our community!”

Valorie Havercamp, Purple Mountain Jewelry - ”I want you to know 
that you are truly appreciated...as is all of the great OCN staff! OCN staff! OCN
Thanks to all for what you do for the community!”

Mary Sue Hafey, Fringe Benefi ts Custom Interiors - “Since I starting 
advertising with OCN years ago, it has helped brand my company 
while consistently increasing my exposure and sales!”

Paula Brady, Spa Medica - “OCN ads work!”OCN ads work!”OCN
Cathy Thompson, Johan Hair Studio - “OCN is my paper of choice for OCN is my paper of choice for OCN

advertising. The ads John has helped me design have provided a con-
stant stream of new clients. My ads have paid for themselves many 
times over! Thanks John!”

Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN work great for me. I tried 
other local papers and got no response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I OCN, I OCN
can work from home and make a decent living. All my work comes 
from my ads in OCN.”OCN.”OCN

Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school – “This is the best ad-Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school – “This is the best ad-Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school
vertising money I’ve spent! OCN is the best paper in town and read-OCN is the best paper in town and read-OCN
ers look forward to every issue. I have seen a big response to my ad 
in this paper. I do not need to advertise anywhere else as my other 
advertising is word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work to 
make this paper stand out from the rest in our community!”

For more information on advertising, go to www.ocn.me/
advertise.htm or contact John Heiser at (719) 488-3455 

or ads@ocn.me.
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By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N TA L  B O D I E S
●	 Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Commit-

tee Meeting, Tue., Jan. 12, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell 
Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 
481-4053. 

●	 Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Jan. 12, 5 p.m., 16055 Old Forest Point, Suite 
300, Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 
488-6868. 

●	 Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Tue., Jan. 12, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 
1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Now meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: 481-0711.

●	 D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Big Red, 146 Jeffer-
son St., Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each month, loca-
tion varies. Info: 488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org.

●	 Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Jan. 13, 10 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2732.

●	 Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Jan. 13, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.
com.

●	 D-38 Special Education Advisory Council, Wed., 
Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
D-38 Special Education Advisory Council, Wed., 
Jan. 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jef-
ferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 785-4208, cpetersen@lewispalmer.org.

●	 Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

●	 Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Jan. 14, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
2525.

●	 Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jan. 14, 
6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 (then 
press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.com.

●	 El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Jan. 19, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://adm2.
elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

●	 Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Jan. 
19, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 1st and 3rd 
Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

●	 Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Jan. 19, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.

●	 Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Jan. 20, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.
com.

●	 Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jan. 21, 10 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-4886.

●	 Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meet-
ing, Thu., Jan. 21, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., 
Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month except 
Nov. and Dec. Info: 488-3603.

●	 Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jan. 21, 6-9 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jeffer-
son St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
488-4700.

●	 Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Jan. 27, 6:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. 
Normally meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: Jennifer 
Martin, 484-0911, www.tlmfire.org.

●	 Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jan. 27, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

●	 Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jan. 28, 5:30 p.m., Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month, 6 p.m. Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.

●	 Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Feb. 
1, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

●	 El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 2, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://adm2.
elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

LO C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
All libraries close Jan. 18 in honor of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
●	 The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 

a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glen-
way. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

●	 The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Aftermath, every Mon., 3:30-
7 p.m. Free drop-in math assistance for students of all 
ages. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Mon. & 
Wed., 4-5 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:30-
11 a.m., 11:15-11:45 a.m. Ages 3 and up, with adult. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Chess Club, every Tue., 3:45-
5:45 p.m. Community beginners chess club for an in-
troduction to chess. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 
9:30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for one- 
and two-year-olds. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 
10:30-11 a.m. Ages 3 and up, with adult. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587, 
www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Snow Fest Family Fun, Sat., 
Jan. 9, 2:30-4 p.m. A winter-themed bash with crafts, 
games, and stories for all ages. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library Tween Time Make Erasers, 
Fri., Jan. 15, 4-5:30 p.m. Ages 9-12 design and bake 
Sculpey erasers. Registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & 
Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Family Program–LEGO 
Club, Sat., Jan. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. Duplos for the 
littles ones, Legos for the rest. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

●	 Palmer Lake Library Family Fun–Bear Stories, 
Sat., Jan. 16, 10:30-11 a.m. Bear Stories with Natu-
ralist Susan Permut. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Fourth Fridays Kids Crafts, 
Fri., Jan. 22, 4-5 p.m. Make foam craft stick critters. 
Suggested for ages 6 up, or at your discretion with 
parental help. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Homeschool Books/Materi-
als Exchange/Giveaway, Mon., Jan. 25, 1-2 p.m. 
Give or take, just participate! Lots of free books and 
materials for your use in homeschooling. Crafts or 
activities for the kids. Please register (noting # in your 
group) as space in the MO meeting room is limited. 
Please bring only a box or two, and take home any-
thing you’ve brought that isn’t selected. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & 
Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Girl Scout Monthly Meeting, 
Fri., Feb. 4, 4-5:15 p.m. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.

org.
●	 Monument Library: First Saturday Teen Movie: 

Akeelah and the Bee, Sat., Feb. 6, 1-3 p.m. In honor 
of Black History Month, watch Akeelah and the Bee, 
enjoy snacks and refreshments. No registration re-
quired. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids 
Web at www.ppld.org features resources for school 
reports and homework, Tumblebooks––free on-
line read-along books, and a Fun & Games link. A 
“grown-ups” link has information about local school 
districts, home-schooling, and more.

Adult programs
●	 Monument Library: Socrates Café, every Tue., 1-3 

p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into philos-
ophy, religions, spirituality, and the common threads 
among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Senior Chats, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. All seniors are welcome to share conver-
sation and a cup of coffee in this casual discussion 
group. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Beginning Computer Class-
es. Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wed. mornings for beginner computer users. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Yoga, every Thu. (except Jan. 
14), noon-1 p.m. Join PPLD’s first established yoga 
group at the Monument library. Classes are held fol-
lowing D-38’s calendar. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.
org.

●	 Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Thu., 10 a.m.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Gl-
enway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Jan. 15, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

●	 Monument Library: Computer Help Lab, Fri., Jan. 
22, 9-10 a.m. Come in every 2nd Fri. of the month for 
help with your computer questions! (Class postponed 
from 1/8/16). Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Jan. 25, 
9:30-11 a.m. Get inspiration and structure for writ-
ing your memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Bonfils Blood Center Com-
munity Blood Drive, Sat., Jan. 30, 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Feb. 1, 
9:30-11 a.m. Get inspiration and structure for writ-
ing your memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

●	 The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 24/7. 
See live simulcasts of programs, recorded presenta-
tions, a schedule of Library events, children’s story 
times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

W E E K LY  A N D  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
●	 Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 

Our Community Calendar
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18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. Guests are wel-
come to the weekly meetings that feature speakers on 
a variety of topics and a free hearty buffet breakfast. 
Join the 140+ men and women of the Tri-Lakes area 
who work together on a wide variety of projects to 
support our community. Info: Bill Healy, 278-8393.

●	 Monument Community Yoga, every Sat., 9 a.m., 
Woodmoor Community Center, 1691 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. All levels. Cost: cash donation. Info: 
BePresentYogaLLC@gmail.com.

●	 Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game 
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot 
Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholar-
ships and other community support activities. Info: 
481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.com/
bingo.htm.

●	 Watercolor Painting Demo, with art class after-
ward, every Sat.-Sun., 3-5 p.m. For watercolor art 
for fun and good health, join Janet Sellers and get 
free local scene coloring pages while she demos at 
local cultural, coffee, and food spots. RSVP & Info: 
janetsellers10@gmail.com, 357-7454.

●	 Holy Trinity Anglican Church Sunday Worship, 
every Sun., 8:30 a.m.; teaching & community time 
(preschool-adult), 10 a.m.; family service with chil-
dren’s church, 10:45 a.m. 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Nurs-
ery available all morning. Info: 505-8021, www.
HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org.

●	 Tri-Lakes Reformed Church Sunday Worship, ev-
ery Sun., 9:45 a.m., Woodmoor Community Center, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Info: www.trilakes-
reformed.org.

●	 Catriona Cellars Sunday Brunch, every Sun., 
9:30-noon, 243 Washington St., Monument. Lunch 
and dinner Tue.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. RSVP & Info: 
481-3477.

●	 Cathedral Rock Church Sunday Service, every 
Sun., 10 a.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson 
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Info: www.cathedralrock-
church.org.

●	 Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. Fam-
ily of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. 
Info: 481-0431.

●	 Yin Yoga Classes, every Mon., 6:30-7:45 p.m., Yoga 
Pathways Studio, 755 Hwy 105, West End Center, 
Suite A (3⁄4 mile west of Safeway). A slow yoga prac-
tice; all levels welcome. First class always free. Info: 
Deb Harano, 338-8467; DimensionsYoga@gmail.
com.

●	 Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30 
pm, Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo. 
Springs. All proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-
Lakes Community. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.

●	 Senior Lunches, every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st 
Thu. each month and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Protection District Administration Complex, 
166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine 
at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. 
Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Ne-
alon, 488-3037. 

●	 Transmission Meditation: Group Meditations every 
Mon. & Thu., 7 p.m., in Palmer Lake. The simplest, 
most potent way to serve humanity and help trans-
form our world. Dynamic aid to personal growth. 
Info: 303-494-4462, TransmissionMeditation.org.

●	 Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI), 
open Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., daily guided tours at 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. (included in admission). Cost: $8 
adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 
children 3-12, free to children under 3 & museum 
members. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. 
(I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880, info@wmmi.org, 
www.wmmi.org.

●	 HAP Thrift Store, open Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
790 Suite D, Hwy 105 (between Palmer Lake and 
Monument). Jan. specials: 20% off all cookware 
and kitchenware.. Periodic 1/2 price sale on selected 
items. Every Wednesday, Every Month Senior Dis-
counts: 20% off everything for 62 years or older. All 
proceeds support Tri-Lakes Senior Programs. If you 
have furniture to donate, call 488-3495 for a pickup. 
Info: www.trilakeshap.org.

●	 Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-
11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
Members and non-members are welcome. Seniors, 
come socialize and have coffee and snacks in the 
front lobby. Sign up to bring snacks. Free. Info: 630-
2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.

●	 Yarny Birds Stitch Group, every Tue., 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m., 790 Hwy 105, #C, Palmer Lake. An open group 

for knitters, crocheters, and fiber arts of any type. 
Classes starting soon. Info: 377-0403, yarnbirdfi-
bers@gmail.com.

●	 Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every Tue., 
7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church, (formerly the Tri-
Lakes Chapel) 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. 
Info: Kay, 481-9258.

●	 The Villa Palmer Lake, 1/2 price bottles of wine 
(select wines, with entrée purchase) every Tue., open 
mic on Thu. Nights, 8-10 p.m. 75 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. RSVP & Info: 481-2222, www.theVillaPalmer-
Lake.com.

●	 Catriona Cellars Happy Hours, every Tue.-Sat., 
4-6 p.m., 243 Washington St., Monument. Enjoy dai-
ly features and $5 glasses of wine, or $5 off a bottle. 
Info: 481-3477, www.catrionacellars.com.

●	 Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., noon-1 
p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free blood 
pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation re-
quested. Info: 484-0517.

●	 Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night Fel-
lowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 6-7:30 
p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument (Corner of 
Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). Info: 488-9613, 
gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, www.trilakeschurch.
org. 

●	 Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

●	 A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 
481-0431.

●	 Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Jan. 9, 9 a.m., Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. A variety of art programs are offered 
after the social gathering and business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

●	 El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling 
Collection Facility, Sat., Jan. 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Sat. each 
month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m., accepts 
porcelain fixtures, common recyclable items, house-
hold hazardous waste, various electronics, and TVs 
up to 19-inch diagonal. Accepts documents from pri-
vate households for shredding, up to two legal paper-
sized boxes. Bring a nonperishable food item for Care 
and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management

●	 Alzheimer’s Support Group, Sat., Jan. 9, 10-11:30 
a.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 
2nd Sat. each month. Info: LaVonne Putman, 488-
2557. 

●	 NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Jan. 9, 10 a.m.-noon, New 
Monument Town Hall & Police Building, 645 Bea-
con Lite Rd., Monument. David Diedrich, Colorado 
Deputy Water Commissioner, will speak on the new 
Colorado Water Plan and what the future holds for 
water availability in our area. All are welcome to this 
meeting of local homeowners associations. Info: 481-
2723 or visit www.nepco.org.

●	 Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Jan. 13, Senior Center lo-
cated across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on 
the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A registered 
nurse examines your feet and provides foot care ad-
vice, toenail trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. 
Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. each month, by appoint-
ment only. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, 577-4448.

●	 Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, 
Wed., Jan. 13, noon, Black Forest Lutheran Church, 
12455 Black Forest Rd. All ages welcome. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or aarp-
chapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

●	 Chess Nuts, Wed., Jan. 13, 5-9 p.m., Tri-Lakes Se-
nior Center. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome. 
Drop in and leave when you want. Bring your own 
board and pieces if you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: www.trilakeshap.org/chess.

●	 Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Jan. 14, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Mon-
ument, after the noontime senior lunch. Come for 
lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Prizes! 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 
488-3037. 

●	 Bridge, Thu., Jan. 14, 12:30-3:30. Tri-Lakes Senior 
Center located on Lewis-Palmer High School cam-

pus. Walk-ins are welcome. Meets 2nd and 4th Thu. 
each month. Reservation suggested: call Roger and 
Syble, 488-2669. 

●	 Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Jan. 14, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 
Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members and 
visitors welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. 
Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

●	 Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Jan. 14, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

●	 Monument Hill Farmers Market Winter Indoor 
Market, Sat., Jan. 16, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Grace Best, 66 
Jefferson St., Monument. Many new vendors plus 
all your old favorites! Local honey, jams, pastries, 
cheese. Meets every third Sat. through April. Info: 
592-9420.

●	 Little Log Kitchen Free Meal, Sat., Jan. 16, noon, 
133 High St., Palmer Lake. Sponsored by Little Log 
Church every 3rd Sat. Info: 481-2409.

●	 Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Radio Association), Mon., Jan. 18, 7 p.m. All am-
ateur radio operators or those interested in becom-
ing amateur radio operators are welcome. Meets 3rd 
Mon. For meeting place and info contact Joyce Witte, 
488-0859, Joycewitte@gmail.com; or visit www.
W0TLM.com. 

●	 Senior Tea, Tue., Jan. 19, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Voluntary do-
nations welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Irene C., 484-0517.

●	 Caregivers Support and Brainstorming Open 
House, Tue., Jan. 19, 2-4 p.m., Lifting Spirits Adult 
Day Center, 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. 
Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Linda, (303) 
579-8114. 

●	 Fibromyalgia Support Group, Tue., Jan. 19, 5 p.m., 
Police Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block off Academy 
on Kelly Johnson near Chapel Hills Mall), Commu-
nity Room just inside main entrance. A DVD will 
play 5-6 p.m.; meeting starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns 
and success stories and talk to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. No charge, no products sold. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2230.

●	 Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Jan. 19, 
7 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members welcome. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Post Commander 
Joe Carlson, jcarlson@vfw7829.org, 488-1902, www.
vfw7829.org.

●	 Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Jan. 
20, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambas-
sador Dr., (off Voyager Blvd in Colorado Springs). 
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome. 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Garrett Bar-
ton, 433-5396; Duane Gritzmaker, 481-2424; www.
gleneaglesertoma.org.

●	 Drummers! Wed., Jan. 20, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga Path-
ways, Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy 105, Palm-
er Lake. Free and open to the public. Bring any kind 
of drum or other hand percussion instrument. Begin-
ners welcome! Usually meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Verify date & time: Char, 488-3138.

●	 VFW Auxiliary to Post 7829, Monument, Wed., 
Jan. 20, 7 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 
Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members wel-
come. If you are a male or female relative of a veteran 
who served on foreign soil during war or other mili-
tary action, you may be eligible. Meets 3rd Wed. each 
month. Info: Kathy Carlson, 488-1902, carlsonmkc@
aol.com.

●	 Tri-Lakes Lions Club, Thu., Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m. so-
cial, 7-8 p.m. meeting, Sundance Mountain Lodge, 
1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: David Prejean, 434-7031.

●	 Palmer Lake Historical Society: Annual Potluck 
Dinner and Membership Meeting, Thu., Jan. 21, 
6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent. Bring a side dish or dessert to share. Joe Bohler, 
renowned artist and piano player, will entertain. The 
program is free to the public. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: Pat McCarthy, 659-1363; www.palm-
erdividehistory.org.

●	 Craft Club, Fri., Jan. 22, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Fairfield 
Inn & Suites, Mt. Herman Room, 15275 Struthers 
Rd. Ages 15 and up; each month features a fun, easy 
to follow paper craft. All supplies provided. Fee var-
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ies by project. Info: Linda, 375-8991, lindacarpy@
gmail.com.

●	 Senior Social, Wed., Jan. 27, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 
Black Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

●	 Chess Nuts, Wed., Jan. 27, 5-9 p.m., Tri-Lakes Se-
nior Center. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome. 
Drop in and leave when you want. Bring your own 
board and pieces if you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: www.trilakeshap.org/chess.

●	 Bridge, Thu., Jan. 28, 12:30-3:30. Tri-Lakes Senior 
Center located on Lewis-Palmer High School cam-
pus. Walk-ins are welcome. Meets 2nd and 4th Thu. 
each month. Reservation suggested: call Roger and 
Syble, 488-2669.

●	 Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Jan. 29, Senior Center locat-
ed across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on 
the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A registered 
nurse examines your feet and provides foot care ad-
vice, toenail trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. 
Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. each month, by appoint-
ment only. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, 577-4448.

●	 St. Peter Catholic School Open House, Sun., Jan. 
31, 1-3 p.m., 124 First St., Monument. Find out what 
is offered for preschool through 8th grade. Info: 481-
1855, www.PeterTheRock.org.

●	 Lifting Spirits Adult/Senior Day Service Open 
House, Mon., Feb. 1, 1-4 p.m., 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, 
Palmer Lake. Caregivers, find out how to make your 
lives easier. Refreshments served. Meets 1st Mon. 
each month. Info: Linda, (303) 579-8114.

●	 Caregivers Support and Brainstorming Open 
House, Tue., Feb. 2, 2-4 p.m., Lifting Spirits Adult 
Day Center, 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. 
Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Linda, (303) 
579-8114. 

●	 American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Feb. 
2, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-8668, www.americanle-
giontrilakespost911.com.

●	 Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Feb. 
3, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambas-
sador Dr., (off Voyager Blvd in Colorado Springs). 
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome. 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Garrett Bar-
ton, 433-5396; Duane Gritzmaker, 481-2424; www.
gleneaglesertoma.org.

●	 Tri-Lakes MOMS Club Monthly Meeting, Fri., 
Feb. 4, 10 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 1st Fri. each month. Info: 
monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com, https://m.face-
book.com/MonumentMomsClub.

●	 Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Feb. 4, 11:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Department Administrative Building, 166 
Second St., Monument. Meets 1st Thu. each month 
except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due 
to bad weather. Newcomers welcome. For a ride to 
the meeting, call Faye Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP 
& info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, or Bev Wells, 488-
3327. 

●	 Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Feb. 4, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: pdq504@gmail.com.

●	 Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an autoim-
mune disease and want to connect with others, you 
are welcome to join this group. Info: dmbandle@ho-
tmail.com.

●	 Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Sup-
port Group. Location varies. For information, call 
Carolyn, 488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 
4mga@4-mga.org. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
●	 Wescott FPD Christmas tree chipping, Sat., Jan. 9, 

9 a.m.- 2 p.m. Wescott Station 3, 15000 Sun Hills Dr., 
Colo. Springs. Please remove all decorations includ-
ing tinsel before bringing trees to the station. Recom-
mended $5 donation. Info: 488-8680.

●	 El Paso County’s annual Christmas tree recycling 
program (TreeCycle), Sat.-Sun., Jan. 9-10, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., Baptist Road Trailhead (Old Denver Hwy just 
north of Baptist Road. You will need your own tools 
to load mulch if you want it. Please remove all deco-
rations from your tree before dropping it off. Recom-
mended donation: $5. Info: www.Treecyclecos.org.

●	 New Year’s Special: Learn-to-Skate Classes, next 

session starts Jan. 11, 5 & 5:45 p.m., with free prac-
tice 5:30-5:45 p.m., Colorado Sports Center, 16240 
Old Denver Hwy, Monument. Ages 3-adult, all lev-
els, 8 classes for $99, plus rental skates and USFS 
membership. Info: www.cosportscenter.com or con-
tact Deb, sk8coachdeb@gmail.com or 651-0360.

●	 Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee Meeting, Mon., 
Jan. 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 166 2nd St., Monument. 
Get involved: have input on proposed developments 
in the Tri-Lakes area to influence the direction of 
growth. Volunteers are needed from all parts of the 
Tri-Lakes area. Info: Jerry Hannigan, hannigan.and.
assoc@gmail.com.

●	 NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Ba-
sics, Thu., Jan. 14, 21, & 28, 6-8:30 p.m., location 
varies. This free six-week course is for parents and 
other caregivers of children and adolescents living 
with mental illness. Registration required. RSVP & 
Info: namicoloradosprings.org or call 473-8477. 

●	 NAMI Family-to-Family, Thu., Jan. 14, 21, & 
28, 6-8:30 p.m., location varies. This free 12-week 
course by the National Alliance on Mental Illness is 
for family members and friends of individuals with 
severe mental illnesses. Registration required. RSVP 
& Info: namicolordosprings.org or call 473-8477.

●	 Wisdom Tea House Holiday Afternoon Tea, Fri., 
Jan. 15, 65 Second St., Monument. Cost: $30. Closed 
for a winter break Jan. 17-31. RSVP & Info: 481-
8822, www.wisdomteahouse.com.

●	 Buffalo Grass Acoustic Society Open Stage fea-
turing Wayne Long & Arthetta Faye, Fri., Jan. 15, 
show starts at 7 p.m., free jam session starts at 5:30 
p.m., Cowboy Church of Peyton, 15504 Bradshaw 
Rd., Peyton. Cost: Adults, $5; Members, $3; Kids un-
der 16 free. Info: (719) 660 8037, www.buffalogras-
sacoustic.org.

●	 Beginning Psychic Medium Class at The Open 
Door Books and Gifts, Sun., Jan. 17, 1-4 p.m., 251 
Front St., Suite 8, Monument. Sarina Baptista will 
teach the class. Cost: $59. RSVP & Info: 487-9076.

●	 Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., Jan. 19, 
3-7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., No ap-
pointment needed, just walk in. Please bring driver’s 
license or ID. Info: 776-5714.

●	 National School Choice Week Event: Beyond the 
Copier--Meaningful ways to get involved in your 
child’s school, Wed., Jan. 20, dinner 5:30 p.m.; pro-
gram 6–8 p.m., 21 C Library, 1175 Chapel Hills Dr., 
Colo. Springs. Free to public. Presented by Parents 
Challenge, registration required. RSVP & Info: 
www.parentschallenge.org, 633-4500. Monument.

●	 NAMI Homefront, Wed., Jan. 20 & 27, 6-8:30 p.m., 
location varies. This free, six-session program by the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness is for families, 
caregivers, and friends of military members and vets 
with mental health conditions. Registration required. 
RSVP & Info: namicoloradosprings.org or call 473-
8477.

●	 NAMI Peer-to-Peer, Thu., Jan. 21 & 28, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., location varies. This 10-week recovery-focused 
educational program by the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness is for adults who wish to establish and 
maintain wellness in response to mental health chal-
lenges. Registration required. RSVP & Info: namico-
loradosprings.org or call 473-8477.

●	 Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Matt Flinner Trio, Fri., Jan. 22, opening act at 
7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black Forest Community 
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. The 
Bluegrass Ensemble at Colorado College. Cost: $10 
general, $5 BRAS members, $5 nonmember students 
with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.
net, www.blackroseacoustic.org.

●	 Warriors Ice Fishing Tournament, Sat., Jan. 23, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. (register on site 7:30 a.m.), Monument 
Lake. Have a fun morning fishing, win prizes, benefit 
our Wounded Warriors. Cost: 8-15 years old, $10; 16 
and older, $30; two adults 16 and older, $50. Active 
Duty Wounded Warriors, Free. Registration & Info: 
warriorsicefishing.com; Bill Miller, 291-3500.

●	 LPHS/UNC Joint Concert with LPMS Symphonic 
Band, Wed., Jan. 27, 7-9 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High 
School Auditorium, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument.

●	 PRHS/LPHS/LPMS/MA Combined Concert, 
Tue., Feb. 2, 7-9 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School 
Auditorium, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument.

●	 CERT Training, Thu.-Sat., Feb. 4-6, 6-10 p.m. Thu.-
Fri., 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat., 20256 Hunting Downs Way, 
Monument. El Paso County Sheriff’s Office and Tri-
Lakes United Methodist Church offer this free Com-

munity Emergency Response Training to everyone 
age 14-94. RSVP & Info: text or call 339-7831, epg@
tlumc.org.

●	 Rocky Mountain Music Alliance: Parish House 
Baroque, Sat., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes United 
Methodist Church, 20256 Hunting Downs Way, 
Monument. Cost: $10 online, $12 at door. Students 
with ID and children free. Tickets & Info: www.
rmmaonline.org, Coleen Abeyta, 630-8165, Coleen.
Abeyta@gmail.com.

●	 Heartsaver CPR/First Aid Class, Sat., Feb. 27, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m., Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church, 
20256 Hunting Downs Way (SW of Hwy 83 and 
County Line Road). Open to everyone. Cost: $25 in 
advance to cover certification card and a CPR face 
mask. Register by Feb. 25, 5 p.m., with Carley, 481-
4622. Info: epg@tlumc.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by lo-
cal governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations. 
We include events that are open to the general public and 
are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is 
available, complimentary calendar listings are included, 
when requested, for events advertised in the current issue. 
To have your event listed at no charge in Our Community 
Calendar, please call (719) 339-7831 or send the informa-
tion to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, 
Colorado 80132.

Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor 
on topics of general interest. We do not knowingly 
print letters that have previously appeared in sub-
stantially the same form elsewhere, and our editorial 
board limits each letter writer to a maximum of six 
letters per calendar year to ensure that OCN contains 
a variety of viewpoints. To submit a letter, please:
•	 Identify your submission as a letter to the editor.
•	 Include a suggested headline or title.
•	 Limit letters to 300 words or less.
•	 Include your full name, home address, and day 

and evening phone numbers.
•	 Email your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail it to 

P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.
•	 Send your letter at least 10 days before the “first 

Saturday of the month” when the paper is printed.
If you have not received an acknowledgement of your 
letter, call Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at (719) 
339-7831. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy.

Support Our Community.
Shop Tri-Lakes!
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ALL Types of Tree Trimming and Tree Removal 
• Wild Fire Mitigation 

• Timber Management   • Forestry 

• Stump Grinding   • Chipping 

• Tree Removal   • Tree Trimming 

• Scruboak Pruning and Removal 

• Young Tree Structural Pruning 

• Dead or Hazardous Tree Removal 

• Storm Damage Clean Up 

• Land and Lot Clearing 
 

488-1818 
www.atreeman.com   

FREE estimates 
Military or Senior 

Discounts 

Residing in the area  
for over 30 years. 

Fully licensed and insured. 

1/31/16. 

This little piggy had toenail fungus.

This little piggy 
had none. 

This little piggy 
had laser. 

This little piggy 
wishes he had 
some.

Pamper your piggies and kill the pathogens that 
cause fungus. Call for a FREE consultation. 

Mention this ad, get one laser treatment for two 
toes for only $99 or three treatments for all 10 toes 

for only $399 (reg. $900)! Offer valid through 3/1/16.

(719) 487-SKIN (7546)
For Men and Women.  

550 Hwy 105, Monument.  
Next to Safeway 

Gift Certificates Available
www.spamedicausa.com

Get Laser! 
Sale $99 and up!* 

Elba D’Asaro, RN, CLS 
719‐487‐SKIN (7546) 
550 Hwy 105 in Monument 

In Medical Center  
next to Safeway 

spamedicausa.com 
Dennis Kotelko, M.D. Medical Director 

 

Gift Certificates Available 
*Offers good through Mar. 1, 2016. 

SKIN & LASER Medical Spa 

Where Science meets Beauty 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 

CONSULTATION

Got Spots? 
 Sun Damage? 
Spider Veins? 
Hair Removal? 

Two laser hair removal 
treatments for any part of 
the body, only $499* (reg. 

$900) or an additional 
treatment for only $99*!  

Get Botox! 
$10.50 per unit*

Great for wrinkle reduction. 
New! Botox for migraine 
headaches and excessive 
underarm sweating!  

 
 
 

With any Juvederm, Restylane, 
or Botox treatment:  

Get a FREE $50 Red light  
anti‐aging treatment!* 
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