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By Kate Pangelinan
The July 13 Monument Planning 
Commission meeting featured 
involved discussions about pro-
posed changes to the town’s land-
scape ordinance. According to 
Town Planner Larry Manning’s 
summary located on the town’s 
website, these changes would 
encourage the planting of na-
tive Coloradan grasses, limit the 
number of trees Monument citi-
zens and businesses are required 
to maintain, and allow the use 
of products like synthetic turf. 
The goal of these rule alterations 

would be water conservation, 
because the town is dedicated 
to preserving its water supply 
so that it will be able to support 
current and future citizens. See 
http://monumenttownco.minute-
sondemand.com/ for the July 13 
meeting packet containing Man-
ning’s staff report, information 
on what xeriscaping is (and is 
not), and the proposed changes 
to the current town landscaping 
ordinance.

It was decided that before 
voting, members of the commis-
sion needed time to mull over the 

potential changes to their town, 
as well as how it would be best to 
transition into any changes at all. 
Some commissioners expressed 
concerns about what a decrease 
in overall living greenery might 
mean for Monument, and ques-
tioned finer points of the land-
scape ordinance—for instance, 
whether scrub oak/gamble oak 
would constitute a “tree” rather 
than a “bush,” and whether trees 
should be handled differently ac-
cording to their susceptibility to 
fire. They also discussed imple-
menting these new rules across 

Monument in a gradual manner, 
if changes are approved by the 
Board of Trustees. Spence sug-
gested that homeowners should 
be notified and given the chance 
to understand what the changed 
ordinance would mean for them 
and their property. 

In the end, the Planning 
Commission voted unanimously 
to postpone further discussion, 
and therefore voting, on these or-
dinance changes to their regular 
August meeting. The previous 
ordinance from 2014 will also 
be discussed to give these new 

changes context, so that the Plan-
ning Commission might choose 
between parts of each proposi-
tion.

**********
The next Monument Planning 
Commission meeting will be at 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 10 
at 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Meetings 
are normally held on the second 
Wednesday of the month. Infor-
mation: 884-8017 or http://www.
townofmonument.org/meetings/. 
Kate Pangelinan can be reached 

at katepangelinan@ocn.me. 

By James Howald
In July, the Palmer Lake Town 
Council met twice: on July 14 
and 28. At the July 14 meeting, 
the board debated issues related 
to marijuana businesses, heard a 
presentation from Town Attorney 
Maureen Juran on planned ballot 
initiatives, listened to a presenta-
tion from a resident on watershed 
planning, and granted a business 
license.

At the July 28 meeting, the 
board began discussion of an ad-
ditional water tank and named 
members of the town’s Planning 
Commission.
Board returns to debate 
on marijuana fees and 

licenses
Juran proposed to the board that 
the town change its method of 
setting fees for marijuana busi-
nesses. Currently, those fees are 
set in the town’s code; Juran said 
it would be simpler to switch to 

resolutions to set those fees. That 
would allow the town to write a 
unified fee schedule that would 
allow fees to be defined in one 
place, and would require fewer 
updates to the town’s code books, 
which were expensive to per-
form.

The board voted unanimous-
ly to make the change suggested 
by Juran.

Following the vote authoriz-
ing the use of resolutions to set 
fees, the board debated a resolu-
tion to increase the application 
and annual licensing fees on 
marijuana businesses to $500 and 
$5,000, respectively. This resolu-
tion provoked a lengthy debate 
among the board members and 
spokespeople for marijuana busi-
nesses.

Both Juran and Town Ad-
ministrator Cathy Green-Sinnard 
pointed out that fees, unlike tax-
es, had to be based on services 

Palmer Lake Town Council, July14 and July 28

Board raises fees for 
marijuana businesses, 

sees need for additional 
water tank

Monument Planning Commission, July 13

Proposed changes to landscape ordinance continued
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PROMONTORY POINT 
* Why Wait for New?* Killer Front 
Range Views* Monarch by Clas-

sic* 6Bed/ 5Bath/ 3Car* 4,547 Sq. 
Ft.* Open Floor Plan* Finished 
Walkout Basement w/Wet Bar* 
Theater Room* Move-in-Ready* 
Covered Composite Deck* Fully 
Landscaped* Primo* $519,900* 

B’MOOR BLUFFS ESTATES  
*Unique, Open Ranch* 3,845 Sq. 
Ft.*4-5 Bed/3 Bath/3 Car* Eat-In 
Kitchen/Hearth Room* Master w/
Huge Sitting Area* WalkOut Low-
er* Family & Rec Rooms* SD12* 

California Closets* Extremely 
Private Yard* City Lights Views*  
A/C* 10 Min. to City* $499,000*  

WOODMOOR 
* Sprawling 70’s Rancher* 4Bed/ 

3Bath/2Car* Updated Kitchens and 
Baths* Like-New Hardwood* Vault-

ed/Beamed Ceilings* Large .64 
Acre lot* Tons of Trees & Privacy* 

2 Wood Moss Rock Fireplaces* 
Killer Deck & Patio* Unfinished 
Lower* 4,628 Sq. Ft.* $350,000  
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It is a Seller’s Market         
In Certain Prices/Areas 
and a Buyer’s Market in 
Others.  Call me for Help 
with Your Goals!....Mark 

BROADMOOR PERFECTION 
* Luxurious Broadmoor Bluffs* 2-
Story* 6Bed/5Bath/3Car* Main 

Level Master* Simply Gorgeous* 
Music Loft* Symphony Homes* 

Gourmet Kitchen* Theater* Game 
Room* Wet Bar* All Hardwood* 
5,414 Sq. Ft.* Privacy* SD-12* 

$575,000* 

     
     

  Sold
 

SPRINGLAKE GEM 
* Classics Never Fade* Perfectly 
Maintained* 4Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car* 

2,567 Square Feet* Peaceful and 
Private Yard* Exquisite Sun Room* 

* Updated Master Suite* Fenced 
Yard* Smell the Roses* Large, 

Heavily Manicured 1/3 Acre Lot* 
Walk to School* SD–12* $425,000* 

CORDERA EXECUTIVE HOME 
* Walk to School* 5,191 Sq. Ft. by 

Symphony* Well Loved* 5Bed/ 
5Bath/3Car* Massive Kitchen/ 

Great Room* Huge Theater & Rec 
Room* Wet Bar* Spa-Like Master* 
Walk-Out+ High Quality Finishes* 

Large Composite Deck* Front 
Range Views* SD-20* $699,000* 

     
     

Sold
 


