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stead of being used by the district, 
unless district voters vote in favor of 
a TABOR waiver in November 2016 
to let the district collect, retain, and 
spend that revenue. See www.ocn.me/
v16n6.htm#tvmd0517. 

•	 Property tax and special ownership 
tax revenue is not keeping up with the 
debt service schedule of $3.2 million 
each year.

•	 For the water enterprise fund, projec-
tions show the ending balance being 
in the negative as early as 2017.

•	 The directors will need to make deci-
sions prioritizing what maintenance 
and capital improvement projects to 
take on, and how much staff to hire in 
the future. 

Water attorney Chris Cummins of Mon-
son, Cummins & Shohet LLC said that 
Triview’s rates and fees, which at first 
glance appear to be competitive with other 
districts, are really misleadingly low, be-
cause Triview also has to manage not only 
water and sanitation but also roads, drain-
ages, and parks.

Valerie Remington said the results of 
a water rates study done “a while ago” in-
dicated that the district needed to start in-
creasing rates by 3.5 percent each year, but 
“the district has not kept up with that rec-
ommendation.” Note: Triview approved a 
2 percent increase in December 2015, and 
the consensus then was it was not enough 
to meet fixed costs. See www.ocn.me/
v16n1.htm#tvmd1208. 

Director James Otis said he was afraid 
4 percent increases for the next five or 
more years would not be enough. Melville 
said the first thing to do was prioritize the 
capital projects lists and their cost-saving 
break-even points. “We also carry a high 

debt load, with a low water rate, and we 
are tight on employees. I worry that is 
where we are,” he said.

Otis asked about the reuse fee line 
item in the draft budget. Valerie Reming-
ton said some of the work was done a long 
time ago for the district to be able to take 
treated effluent from the Upper Monu-
ment Creek Wastewater Treatment Facil-
ity (UMCRWWTF) and reuse it for open 
space irrigation. However, the district 
would have to invest more money to finish 
the rest of the infrastructure to make this a 
reality in Triview, and so far the board has 
not approved this expense.
Note: UMCRWWTF reuse water provided 
irrigation for the Gleneagle Golf Club, in 
Donala, in the past. And if developed for 
Triview, this would be a completely dif-
ferent reuse system than another system 
involving the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility being discussed with Town 
of Monument and Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation district.

The board consensus was that water 
rates and tap fees would be topics of dis-
cussion in the coming months. Regular 
board meetings and the extra capital proj-
ects and budget planning workshops are 
open to the public. Timeline tentatively 
scheduled:
•	 Aug. 9 – regular board meeting
•	 Friday, Aug. 12, 2 p.m. – capital im-

provements workshop
•	 Saturday, Aug 13, 9 a.m. – budget 

workshop
•	 Sept. 13 – board decision needed on 

specific suggested amount of water 
rates and fees increase so information 
can be posted for the October hearing

•	 October 11 – preliminary 2017 budget 
to board, and public hearing on water 

rates
•	 Nov. 8 – board vote on water rates 

increase
•	 January 2017 – new water rates 

could go into effect
Checks over $5,000

The directors unanimously approved 
the following disbursements over 
$5,000:
•	 JDS-Hydro, Sanctuary Pointe 

pump station − $8,324
•	 JDS-Hydro, SP storage tank − 

$6,045
•	 Donala, quarterly wastewater − 

$102,027
•	 ORC, contract O&M − $5,580 
The board went into executive ses-
sion at 9:06 p.m. to conference with 
the district’s attorneys regarding legal 
advice on specific legal questions. Val-
erie Remington told OCN that no votes 
or announcements were made after the 
executive session. The meeting ad-
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