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Geologist predicts deep aquifer water 
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By John Heiser
An estimated 150 people attended the Protect Our Wells 
(POW) meeting at the Black Forest Community Center 
March 14 that featured Dr. Bob Raynolds, a geologist 
with the Denver Museum of Nature and Science and a 
faculty member of the Colorado School of Mines. Rayn-
olds presented data showing that water levels in the Den-
ver Basin are suffering signifi cant declines, on the order 
of 30 feet per year, or an inch a day.

The Denver Basin is a system of bedrock aquifers 
that extend from north of Denver to south of Colorado 
Springs. Unlike the common misperception of an un-
derground lake, Raynolds said the water is held in the 
microscopic pore spaces within the porous rocks. He 
demonstrated this by pouring coffee on a sample of sedi-
mentary rock. The coffee was absorbed immediately. He 
suggested audience members might like to try extracting 
the coffee from the rock. 

Portions of the Denver Basin lie beneath the northern 
part of El Paso County east of the Front Range. The four 
Denver Basin bedrock aquifers—the Dawson, the Den-
ver, the Arapahoe, and the Laramie-Fox Hills—supply 
most of the water for the Tri-Lakes area, all of the water 

for Black Forest, and much of the water for the Falcon and 
northeastern El Paso County areas. The city of Colorado 
Springs is considering increasing its use of Denver Basin 
water, especially during droughts. Water providers and 
private well owners in Adams, Arapahoe, Denver, Doug-
las, Elbert, Jefferson, Morgan, and Weld counties also 
draw water from the Denver Basin aquifers.

Many Front Range water providers, including Tri-
Lakes area water districts and municipalities, tap into the 
Arapahoe aquifer within the Denver Basin. Raynolds cit-
ed well data showing that, depending on the area where 
the measurement is taken, the Arapahoe aquifer is drop-
ping 20 to 54 feet per year. He suggested that if the rate 
of decline continues or worsens, as is widely expected, 
many of the 1,000- to 2,000-foot-deep high-volume com-
mercial wells used by Front Range water providers could 
fail within the next few decades. He added that even now, 
it is diffi cult to fi nd water when drilling wells in areas 
around the towns of Parker and Elizabeth that lie near the 
eastern boundary of the Denver Basin.

Raynolds also predicted, “The west side of El Paso 
County is going to start to have water problems, and the 
problems will then move east.”

(Continued on page 2)
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Left: Geologist Dr. Bob Raynolds. Top: One of Raynolds’ slides showing the drop in water levels within the deep 
aquifers. Right: An estimated 150 people attended the March 14 presentation at the Black Forest Community Center. 
Dr. Raynolds’ slide provided by POW. Photos by John Heiser
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Raynolds’ research—funded by 
the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board, the National Science Foun-
dation, and the Parker Water and 
Sanitation District—examined re-

cords of numerous Front Range area 
water, oil, and natural gas wells, with 
particular focus on Douglas County. 
The research included the results of 
drilling the Kiowa well, a 2,000-foot 
core boring east of Castle Rock near 

Elizabeth. 
Raynolds uses a geological ap-

proach to modeling the aquifers. He 
has concluded that the water-bearing 
rock in the aquifers was deposited as 
alluvial fans formed near the end of 

the Cretaceous Period about 
65 million years ago, the third 
and last period of the Mesozoic 
Era, characterized by the devel-
opment of flowering plants and 
the disappearance of dinosaurs. 
The alluvial fans were formed 
by sediment deposited by rivers 
flowing east from the moun-
tains.

He discussed three of 
these fossilized alluvial fans: 
The Green Mountain alluvial 
fan near Denver, the Wildcat 
Mountain alluvial fan west of 
Sedalia, and the Pulpit Rock 
alluvial fan near Colorado 
Springs. To support his theory, 
he compared the geological 
characteristics of the Denver 
Basin formations to recently 
formed Andean alluvial fans 
in Bolivia.

Raynolds said the water in the 
deeper aquifers is tens of thousands 
of years old and is not being re-
charged by surface water. He added 
that the bottom of the Denver Basin 
aquifer, below the Laramie-Fox Hills 
aquifer, is formed by 8,000 feet of es-
sentially impermeable Pierre Shale.

Raynolds’ presentation included 
little information about the status and 
prospects for the shallower Denver 
and Dawson aquifers that are the 
source of water for many private 
wells but he did note, “I can’t find 
any physical boundary between the 
Dawson and Denver aquifers.” He 
characterized it as an administrative 
boundary. 

The Dawson/Denver aquifer is 
generally considered to be tributary, 
meaning it is recharged by surface 
water, although that recharge may 
take decades or longer. Raynolds 
noted that from his research, the 
Dawson/Denver aquifer is apparently 
not connected in any significant way 
to the lower aquifers. 

Raynolds said that an obstacle 
to confronting the problem of the 

declining water levels in the 
deep aquifers is that Front 
Range water providers are 
scattered and small. To help 
address that issue, local water 
providers have formed several 
organizations. One of those, 
the El Paso County Water 
Authority, was founded in 
1998. It is composed of about 
20 water system operators 
in El Paso County including 
the towns of Monument and 
Palmer Lake, the Donala Wa-

WATER (Cont. from page 1)
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ter and Sanitation District that serves 
Gleneagle, the Forest Lakes Metro-
politan District intended to serve the 
Forest Lakes area west of I-25 near 
Baptist Road, the Triview Metro-
politan District that serves Jackson 
Creek, and the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District. 

The County Water Author-
ity commissioned a water report 
intended to help members meet water 
demands through 2020. The report 
was issued in fall 2002 and is avail-
able on the county’s Web site at http:
//adm.elpasoco.com/planning/water_
report.asp.

The host for the March 14 meet-
ing, Protect Our Wells (POW), also 
known as the Denver Basin Aquifers 
Private Well Owners Association, is a 
nonprofit, citizen-based group formed 
to advocate the interests of private 
well owners. POW President Larry 
Stanley said the group was formed 18 
months ago in response to concerns 
that the County Water Authority’s 
2002 report failed to adequately ad-
dress the prospects for private wells. 
POW’s goals are to advocate and pro-
mote the unified interests of private 
well owners at the local and state 
levels, gather information about the 
status of Denver Basin groundwater 

supplies and advocate their conser-
vative use, and educate private well 
owners about Denver Basin ground-
water. POW has proposed that each 
private well owner be assessed a fee 
of $10 per year to help fund private 
well water level data collection and 
analysis.

Near the end of the meeting, four 
of the five candidates for Board of 
County Commissioner District 2 made 
s t a t e -
m e n t s 
and re-
sponded 
to ques-
t i o n s 

from the audience. Present were 
Doug Bruce, Bernie Herpin, Mar-
garet Radford, and George Ross. 
Candidate James Day was absent. 
Tom Huffman is the current county 
commissioner for District 2. The Tri-
Lakes area lies within District 1, cur-
rently represented by Commissioner 
Wayne Williams, whose term is not 
up until 2006. 

WATER (Continued from page 2)

Below: Slides from Raynolds’ presentation giving nomenclature, terminology, 
and annual declines for specific wells.

Slides provided by POW
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ATTENTION!
Baptist Road will be 

CLOSED
in both directions from Struthers Road to 
Jackson Creek Parkway on Friday, April 
2nd from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. and Saturday

April 3rd from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
The purpose of the closure is to allow for burying a sewer 
line in Baptist Road as quickly as possible, thus, not hav-

ing part of the road closed for up to 10 days.
Possible Alternate Routes

• Northgate Road to Gleneagle Drive to Baptist Road
• Higby Road to Rollercoaster Road to Baptist Road

Information provided by the Triview Metropolitan District, 488-6868

(Continued on page 4)
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**********
For more information on Protect 
Our Wells, contact POW President 
Larry Stanley at 495-7825 or visit 
www.protectourwells.org.

Raynolds’ presentation is available 
online at www.protectourwells.org. 
Under “Resources,” click on “presen-
tations” and then “Bedrock aquifers in 
the Denver Basin: A finite resource.”

Articles describing Raynolds’ re-
search have been published in Rocky 
Mountain Geology, Vol. 37, No. 2, and 
Vol. 38, No. 1. Those are available as 
a double issue for $25 (including ship-
ping) from the University of Wyoming, 
Department of Geology and Geophys-
ics, P.O. Box 3006, Laramie, Wyo. 
82071-3006. For further information, 
call (307) 766-3386 or visit http://
pubs.gg.uwyo.edu/.

The report prepared by the El 
Paso County Water Au-
thority is available online 
at http://adm.elpasoco.com/
planning/water_report.asp.

WATER (Cont. from page 3)
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County planning commission meeting Mar. 15
By Steve Sery

There were three items of particular interest to 
residents of Northern El Paso County at the March 
meeting of the El Paso County Planning Commis-
sion.
Request by Maria and Stevan Zarkovacki for a 

two-lot minor subdivision on 40.23 acres
The property is zoned RR-3 (minimum 5-acre lots). 
It is located between Hodgen and Higby roads and 
east of Roller Coaster. The proposed lots would be 
10 acres and 28.36 acres in size. It was unanimously 
recommended for approval.
Request by Lynn Spear for partial vacation of 

roadway right of way

The property is located adjacent to Highway 105 
between Monument and Palmer Lake. The El Paso 
County Department of Transportation had no ob-
jection, and an adjoining property owner had his 
concerns satisfied at the meeting. It was unani-
mously recommended for approval.

Struthers Ranch Phases II 
and III Final Plats

The Struthers Ranch development ad-
jacent to Chaparral Hills, Gleneagle, 
and the Falcon’s Nest subdivision: This 
was a request for approval of final plats 
for Phases II and III, to include 104 
single-family homes. The final plat of 

Phase I was approved by the El Paso County Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) in January. Ad-
jacent residents of Chaparral Hills once again asked 
for denial, citing the urban density of 7,500-square-
foot lots adjacent to 5-acre lots. The planning com-
mission had previously recommended denial of the 

(Continued on page 6)
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sketch plan and preliminary 
plan; however, the BOCC 
approved both. This time, 
although there had been no 
changes from the preliminary 
plan, the final plats were rec-
ommended for approval by a 
vote of 4-3. 

The Struthers Ranch 
developer also requested 
elimination of a condition 
that has been in the approved 
plans since first proposed 
over three years ago. The 
condition required that before 
building permits would be is-
sued for Phases II and III, the 
developer must complete—or 
prove that funding is available 
to complete—Struthers Road, 
also known as Jackson Creek 
Parkway, from the south 
boundary of the development 

to the present intersection of 
Baptist Road and Jackson 
Creek Parkway. This would 
require construction of a 
bridge over Preble’s meadow 
jumping mouse habitat on the 
Struthers Ranch parcel. 

The Struthers Ranch de-
veloper and the county have 
been negotiating this condi-
tion for several years. At one 
point, it was announced that 
the county would build the 
bridge and the developer 
would build the road. Later, it 
was announced that the devel-
oper would build the bridge 
or culvert and four lanes 
of Struthers Road/Jackson 
Creek Parkway immediately 
adjacent to the property, and 
the county would build the 
remainder of the road.

Although the county 
staff were not clear on what 
the final resolution would 
be, it appeared the developer 
has agreed to build a culvert 
and two lanes of a portion 
of the road adjacent to the 
property, and county taxpay-
ers will pay for construction 
of the remainder of the road 
adjacent to the parcel and ap-
proximately three-fourths of 
a mile of road north to reach 
Baptist Road. 

The planning commis-
sion voted 4-3 to recommend 
denial of removal of this con-
dition.

Wal-Mart
Wal-Mart was scheduled for 
a hearing before the planning 
commission on March 23, but 
the hearing has been delayed 
until April 27 at the earliest. 
The segment of Struthers 
Road discussed above would 
improve access to the pro-
posed store, should it be ap-
proved.

**********
The county planning com-
mission normally holds 
hearings on the third and, if 
necessary, the fourth Tues-
day of each month. The next 
hearing will be April 20. The 
agenda will be posted at http:/
/adm.elpasoco.com/planning/
Agendas/PC/PC-Agn.asp. 
The hearings begin at 9 a.m. 
in the 3rd floor hearing room 
of the county building, 27 E. 
Vermijo, Colorado Springs.

For more information 
on these and other projects 
within the county, contact the 
planning division at 520-6300 
or visit www.elpasoco.com/
planning. You may submit 
comments or questions to the 
El Paso County Planning Di-
vision, 27 E. Vermijo Avenue, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
80903.

By Safeway & Monument 
Medical Center. 550 Hwy 

105, Suite 100, Monument

719-488-3545

By Radio Shack and Pack 
& Ship. 481 Hwy 105, 
Suite 203, Monument

719-488-5764

The way life was

meant to beFearless
Fearless

Join us Easter SundayI2
5

Hwy. 105

W
oo

dm
oo

r

Deer CreekX



N

Tri-Lakes Chapel  1750 Deer Creek Rd.  Monument  481.3600
Services at 8:15 a.m., 9:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

PC (Continued from page 5)



Page 6 Vol. 4 No. 4 Page 7Sat., April 3, 2004

Monument Board of Trustees meeting Mar. 15
By Jim Kendrick

The Monument Board of Trustees (BOT) unani-
mously approved the appointment of Joshua Baron 
to the five-person Police Advisory Committee 
on March 15, increasing the active membership 
to four. The traditional voting locations of Town 
Hall and Creekside Middle School were officially 
approved for the April 6 BOT election, as were 
the nominated judges for the 12-hour sessions. No 
candidates applied for write-in eligibility, so any 
write-in votes submitted will be ignored. Monu-
ment Police Chief Joe Kissell received unanimous 
approval of an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) 
for mutual aid between the Monument and Palmer 
Lake Police Departments. The Palmer Lake Town 
Council (PLTC) still has to approve the IGA at its 
next meeting in April. Trustee Dave Mertz was 
absent.

Baron, a member of the Monument Police Ex-
plorers program for nearly a year, was endorsed by 
Chief Joe Kissell and all the officers of the depart-
ment. He hopes to become a police officer. 

The public hearing on the Jackson Creek 
Market Village preliminary plat was postponed 
due to the developer’s decision to reconsider the 
design of private roads in the 40-unit townhouse 
development. Town Planner Mike Davenport said 
the continuance was requested after the developer 
learned the town rejected a request by the Monu-
ment Villas residents to take over ownership of the 
Villas’ private roads. 
Request for reimbursement: Gayle Wade, owner 
of Monumental Miniatures and Toys at 274 Wash-
ington St., made her final appeal to the BOT regard-
ing her request for partial reimbursement from the 
town for a ruptured 42-year-old water service line 
in front of her business. Public Works Supervisor 
Tom Wall and Town Manager Rick Sonnenburg 
had reviewed her reimbursement request and con-
cluded that the town bore no responsibility for the 
broken pipe that was buried about a foot inside her 
property from a town-installed curb stop. The leak 
was discovered on Feb. 14 to be on the property 
owner side of the standard curb stop shutoff valve. 
The ruptured length of pipe was repaired by Feb. 
16 at a cost of about $2,000 to Wade. She still has 
to pay to replace the destroyed landscaping. The 
town’s liability insurance carrier, Colorado Inter-
governmental Risk Sharing Agency (CIRSA), also 
reviewed her request and found no liability. CIRSA 
cited Colorado Regulatory Statute 24-10-106, 
Immunity and partial waiver, saying her circum-
stances did not fit any of the allowed exceptions to 
the statute.

Wall had inspected the excavated broken pipe 
before it was removed and replaced, and it appeared 
to him to have ruptured due to normal corrosion. 
However, the town did move the new replacement 
shutoff valve and protecting curb stop box they 
had installed, at no expense to Wade, several feet 
toward her building, to ensure that the weight of 
her customer’s cars would not affect her portion of 
the water service line. Trustees said they could not 
agree to approve her appeal. Wade withdrew the 
appeal and thanked the BOT for giving her the time 
to speak and Public Works for installing the new 
shutoff valve and curb stop box. 
Town alley within Front Range Storage prop-
erty vacated: The town owned an alley that fell 
within Sally Beck’s property that spans from 
Second Street to Third Street, east of Beacon Lite 
Road. The 20-foot alley runs north-south parallel 
to Beacon Lite from Second to Third on the west 
edge of her property, between Front Range Storage 
and all the adjacent properties with frontage on that 
block of Beacon Lite. Town Attorney Gary Shupp 
prepared the 13-page ordinance conveying owner-
ship of the alley to Beck, based on concurrence by 
all the staff supervisors that the town had no use 
for this land. Beck has maintained the alley without 

assistance from the town since 1981. The ordinance 
passed unanimously.
Police departments create new IGA: This IGA 
between the Monument and Palmer Lake Police De-
partments allows officers to act with 
full police powers in the other town’s 
jurisdiction when their assistance is 
requested. However, the officers will 
remain under the supervision of the 
primary police department official 
in charge of the scene. The IGA also 
defines the methods to be used by 
the dispatcher at the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Office for passing requests 
for mutual aid, similar to those used 
for the North Group fire districts. 
This new IGA is more comprehen-
sive than the previous Memoranda 
of Understanding and will be voted 
on by the PLTC at its next meeting in 
April, after the trustee election.
Well 7 payment: An interim pay-
ment of $48,196.25 to AmWest, Inc. 
for work on the town well 7 rehabili-
tation project was approved unani-
mously. This well is on the north side 
of Highway 105 by the parking lot 
for the Santa Fe Trail.
Recommended highway projects: 
Sonnenburg said he had coordinated 
with Davenport, Wall, and Triview 
Metropolitan District General Man-
ager Ron Simpson to prepare a list 
of 11 projects to be submitted to the 

Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG) 
for incorporation in the PPACG 2025 Transporta-
tion Plan. The BOT approved this list unanimously, 
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Proceeds benefit the 

2004 Uganda Missions Project

Tickets will be available at the door
or at the Monument Veterinary Clinic

1024 W. Baptist Rd. (King Soopers Center)

For more information, call 598-6688.
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with one change: The Second Street railroad over-
pass project was moved from tenth to first priority. 

This list will be the same in the soon-to-be-issued 
PPACG 2030 Transportation Plan. None of the 11 
projects is expected to be funded in the next few 
years.
Landscape yard on Dellacroce property: The 
El Paso County Planning Division requested com-
ment from the town on the proposed construction 
of a landscape material yard on the Dellacroce 
property on either side of Woodcarver Road, south 
of Baptist Road and west of the interstate. It was 
discovered by town staff during comment prepa-
ration that most of the property on the southeast 
corner of Woodcarver and Baptist (2.81 acres) lies 
within the Monument town limit, contrary to the 
position taken by county planning that none of the 
property was part of the town. Davenport said the 
Monument boundary on the county assessor’s map 
was wrong. However, the town’s maps, the Forest 
Lakes Commercial Center boundary map, and the 
county’s zoning maps show this as town property. 
This discovery led the staff to recommend that the 
county also require the owner be notified that any 
portion of the business falling within the town 
boundary must be approved by the BOT. The staff 

listed concerns about Woodcarver Road’s adequa-
cy regarding expected traffic increases, drainage 
adequacy, and the appearance or attractiveness of 
the business. The motion to forward these concerns 
to county planning passed unanimously.

Staff Reports
Pegasus Transit is withdrawing the Monument 
Express shuttle bus service to and from downtown 
Colorado Springs in April due to lack of ridership.
Police: Kissell reported that nine officers earned 
certificates after attending the eight-hour training 
class, “First Responder Operations Clandestine 
Laboratory Training.” Two officers from the Colo-
rado Springs Metro Vice and Narcotics Unit taught 
this class on dealing with methamphetamine labs. 
James Mitchell is Monument’s newest police of-
ficer. He previously served with the Teller County 
Sheriff’s Office, then the Cripple Creek Police 
Department. His prior experience and training 
include highway and over-the-counter drug inter-
diction, SWAT, and interview and interrogation 
techniques. Total staffing is now two sergeants, 
eight full-time officers, one part-time officer, and 
one investigator, in addition to Kissell. The new 

2004 Chevy Impala police car 
was purchased through the 
State Patrol 1122 program, 
rather than the state bidding 
method, to save money. In Feb-
ruary, total cases were 95 and 
total summons were 63.
Public Works: Wall reported 
that a mainline water break 
along North Monument Road 
was repaired and water ser-
vice restored to customers by 
evening. 
Planning: Davenport reported 
that the Board of Adjustment 
would meet on March 18 to 
consider Colorado National 
Bank’s request for a variance 
to the maximum allowed height 
for a sign. An application for a 
Greater Outdoors Colorado 
grant for Limbach Park was 
submitted on March 3.
Town Manager: Sonnenburg 
reported that the town’s wa-
ter lawyer had not provided a 
response regarding the status 
of the town’s Substitute Wa-
ter Plan. The town has filed 
a water lawsuit to change the 
current date of its water rights 
to an earlier one that coincides 
with the year the state charged 
the town with maintaining 
Monument Lake (1893). The 
town is seeking the right to 
use this higher priority water 
right basis to divert water from 
Monument Creek to fill the 
lake, if and when the drought-
devastated creek flow rate 
increases. 

The low bid from Audio 
Analysts for a new Town Hall 
recording system that includes 
public address was approved 
unanimously. The system 
specification was revised last 
month to add a telephone con-
nection interface for absent 
trustee BOT participation, and 
then rebid.

The meeting adjourned at 
7:08 p.m. 

12

Come to Tall Pines 
Ranch and enjoy 
building your home 
where the streets are 
wide and the pines 
are tall. You’ll fi nd 
privacy, peace and 
plenty of space in 
natural settings at 
prices from $175K.

Bud Burgstahler
(719) 460-6900

Beth Vickstrom
(719) 636-2424

BOT MAR. 15 (Continued from page 7)
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Monument Planning Commission meeting Mar. 10
By John Heiser

At its March 10 meeting, the Monument Planning 
Commission heard pre-application presentations 
on proposed construction of two additional build-
ings at the Soc n’ Roll and planning for a 140-acre 
mixed residential and commercial development on 
the Wahlborg property adjacent to Highway 105 
east of Knollwood Drive. The commission held 
hearings on the Kerr annexation and on the change 
in use of the St. Peter’s Parish Education Center to 
be a K-5 elementary school. 

Soc n’ Roll expansion 
pre-application presentation

Steve Yates, president and co-owner of Soc n’ Roll, 
presented a proposed expansion of the facility to 
include two additional buildings. Both would be 
further from Old Denver Highway than the exist-
ing building and about 8 feet lower. Yates said they 
would be similar in appearance to the existing 
building. One would be used for expanded activi-
ties, and the other might be leased for storage. 

Commissioner Lowell Morgan said, “The only 
real concern is traffic. There have been close calls 
there because there aren’t any turn lanes.” 

Mike Davenport, town planner and assistant 
town manager, said that a 
variety of technical reviews, 
including traffic impact, 
would be done prior to the 
project coming before the 
planning commission for a 
hearing.

Village Center at Wood-
moor 

pre-application presenta-
tion

Jerry Haire of Pinnacle 
DesignWorks presented a 
master site development plan 
for a mixed residential and 
commercial development on 
the 140-acre Wahlborg prop-
erty along Highway 105 east 
of Knollwood Drive. 

The plan showed 
330,000 square feet of com-
mercial space in 16 buildings 
on 48 acres, about 19 acres 
of patio homes, with a total 
of 95 to 150 units, 48 lots of 
high density (7-plus dwelling 
units per acre) single-family 
houses, 112 lots of low den-
sity (2-3 dwelling units per 
acre), and about 37 acres of 
open space and trails. 

The largest of the com-
mercial pad sites is 100,000 
square feet. Haire showed 
a design for that build-
ing, which he described as 
having historic cues and 
a “village feel.” The com-
mercial and higher density 
residential portions are clos-
est to Highway 105, with 
the lower density residential 
portions on the south side of 
the parcel. 

If the project is approved, 
Haire said the Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict would supply water and 
sewer service. Access to the 
project would be provided 
from Knollwood Drive and 
from a new intersection op-
posite the existing church. 

Bob Mooney, chair of 
the planning commission, 
said he has concerns about 

the density, especially the 48 lots of high density 
single family houses on 6.5 acres.

Davenport said the annexation hearing on the 
Wahlborg property will be held April 19. He added 
that a planning commission hearing on the project 
plans is expected in May, with a hearing before the 
Board of Trustees in June.

Kerr Annexation
John Kerr, of Present Perfect Gifts, submitted 
an annexation petition on Jan. 2 for a wholesale 
business to be located on the northeast corner of 
Second Street and Mitchell Avenue, west of the 
railroad tracks. JKerr Properties, LLC is buying 
the 1.28-acre lot from the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company. 
Kerr presented a plan for a 12,000-square-foot 
building that could be divided into an 8,000-
square-foot space for Kerr’s wholesale business 
and a 4,000-square-foot space for a tenant or future 
retail business. 

Access to the property in the latest plan would 
be entirely from two driveway openings on Mitch-
ell Avenue. Kerr estimated that in addition to daily 
UPS deliveries, there would be two or three large 
diesel truck trips per week. He said he anticipates 

eight to 12 employees would work in the facility.
John Wilson, representing neighbor Dolores 

Wilson, expressed concern about potential drain-
age from the property. Davenport replied that state 
law requires that development of the property not 
result in increased drainage flows on adjacent prop-
erties. It was agreed that Wilson could consult with 
the town’s engineer and the applicant’s engineer to 
satisfy himself that drainage issues are being prop-
erly addressed.

The planning commission unanimously voted 
to recommend approval of the plan.

ONSTRUCTIONC
CONNECTION

OLORADOC

REALTORS
RON & DONNA ANDERSEN

481.1900

CONSTRUCTION
CENTRAL COLORADO BUILDERS, INC

481.3088

FINANCING
CONNIE HANKINS

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

481.0008

Co n n e c t i n g
you to the best 
in the businesswww.coconstructionconnection.com

FLOORING
NATIONWIDE FLOOR &
WINDOW COVERINGS

487.7767

APPLIANCES
DALE NOLT

BUILDERS APPLIANCE CENTER

667.1800

CABINETRY
COLORADO CABINET

DESIGN& SALES

559.0123

All in the Family
(but better).

Do you ever wish your
brother was a realtor? That
you knew someone in the
flooring business? Do you
wish someone in your
family sold furniture or
cabinets? Wish you knew
a mortgage lender or a
builder? Where do you go
for new appliances? How
do you know who to trust? 
Well, you can trust the
Construction Connection. 

They�re almost like 
family�but better!

We all need connections.
Let us be yours.

C o l o r a d o
Construction
Connection.

INTERIOR DESIGN
SUSAN�S PLACE AT TWIN PINE

488.9866

(Continued on page 10)
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St. 

Peter’s Parish Education Center
Davenport reviewed some of the history of the 
project, which was originally proposed as an el-
ementary school and then revised and approved as 
a parish education center with a maximum of 60 
students. The church is now seeking a change in 
the use to allow a K-5 elementary school. 

Davenport said the town’s initial technical 
analysis of the project was done when 
it was still proposed as an elementary 
school. Part of that analysis included 
review of a traffic study dated March 
15, 2001. 

Davenport said, “In the middle of 
the process, the parish decided to limit 
the use to an education center with no 
changes to the site or the building.”

Father Bob Jaeger and architect Bri-
an Bucher addressed the commission. 
Bucher said the project was always de-
signed as a parochial school. He said the 
decision to limit the initial use was “a 
nice stepping-stone. It led to a smoother 
process. As a community service, the 
church only asked for a partial use at 
that time.”

Mooney referred to the Colorado 
model education standards for physical 
education. He asked how playground 
space would be provided. Bucher said 
the paved parking lot south of the church 
could be used. Mooney noted that the 
children would have to cross the alley to 
reach the parking lot.

Mooney asked where children 
would be dropped off and picked up so 
as to minimize impact on the neighbors. 
Bucher replied that the parking lots on 
the other side of First Street would be 
used. He said crosswalk striping would 

be added and crossing guards would be used to 
improve safety.

Since an estimated 80 people attended the 
hearing, Mooney asked those wishing to speak 
in favor or opposed to the project to avoid stating 
something already covered and limit their remarks 
to three minutes. 

Perry Park resident Martin Redicer said, “This 
is where my daughter goes. It beats the alternatives 
in Larkspur.”

Woodmoor resident Randolph Licht said, “It is 
a real boon to Monument. It brings people to bond 
with Monument. It is good all the way around for 
Monument.” He asked for a show of hands of those 
in the audience who favor the project and noted 
that 50 to 75 people raised their hands.

Former Lewis-Palmer School Board member 
Tommie Plank said she sees that the revised use 
can be very beneficial by relieving growth strains 
on the Lewis-Palmer school district and by offer-
ing choice to parents and students. But she said she 
also has serious concerns about plans for traffic 
management (e.g., staggered starting and stopping 
times relative to Grace Best Elementary School 
on Jefferson Street), the likely extent of on-street 
parking, and whether the children will want to use 
the hard surfaced playground. She said, “Physical 
education is important. Children don’t get enough 
exercise.”

Peggy McFarland, director of the education 
center, said they currently have 68 children from 
Perry Park to Briargate. She said, “I am proud of 
the academic excellence of our school.”

Joan Puckett, owner of a rental property ad-
jacent to the church property, expressed concern 
about traffic on the alley that crosses the parcel 
adjacent to the south side of the education center 
building. She said traffic on the alley is an intru-
sion on her renters. She asked that measures be 
taken to require that parents use the parking lot to 

MON PC (Continued from page 8)
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drop off and pick up children.
In response to the concerns 

about the use of asphalt park-
ing lots for physical education, 
Jaeger said, “I always played 
on asphalt, as do the children 
at many public schools.” Re-
garding concerns about traffic, 
he said, “We will have people 
directing traffic.”

Mooney asked if the alley 
might be vacated for public use. 
Bucher said, “That is an option, 
but there are issues of fire access 
and access to utilities.”

Mooney asked how many 
students there would be. Bucher 
said the rooms are designed for a 
maximum of 20 students. He said 
that since there are 14 rooms, the 
maximum number of students is 
280 even though the application 
requested 60 preschool and 300 
K-5 students.

Planning commis-
sioner and former board of 
trustees member Lowell 
Morgan said, “We are suf-
fering from institutional 
memory loss. The bottom 
line is traffic. The project 
was initially presented as a 
school. There was an outcry, 
and they backed off. The 
traffic report was revised to 
account for 60 children: 30 
in the morning and 30 in the 
evening. That was the traffic 
study we used for approval. 
That is what it was approved 
under. We didn’t see the 
original study.”

Davenport replied, “The 
town’s consultant reviewed 
the original study.”

Morgan said, “It was 
approved on 60, not 360, 
students. We and the board 
of trustees have never seen 
the original traffic study. 
We are making a judgment 
based on a one-page let-
ter from Janet Hruby [the 
town’s traffic consultant]. 
Traffic is important. This 
is a 100-year-old neighbor-
hood. It was not made for a 
large flux of cars.”

Commissioner Tom 
Donnellan made a motion 
to continue the hearing to 
April 14 to allow time for 
the planning commissioners 
to review the original 2001 
traffic study. The motion 
passed 4-2, with Mooney 
and commissioner Ed DeL-
aney opposed.

At Davenport’s request, 
the commission agreed 
to advertise the board of 
trustees’ hearing prior to 
the planning commission 
producing a recommenda-
tion. Davenport later said 
that action would reduce the 
delay in holding the board 
of trustees hearing from a 
month to about two weeks.

**********
The Monument Planning 

Commission normally meets 
on the second Wednesday of 
each month. 

The next meeting will be 
April 14, with a work session 
at 5:30 p.m. encompassing two 
pre-application presentations, 
and a meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

One item on the agenda 
for the meeting will be con-
sideration of a comprehensive 
update to the zoning and subdi-
vision regulations. 

The meeting will be held at 
Grace Best Elementary School, 
66 Jefferson St. 

For additional information, 
contact Mike Davenport at 481-
2954.

We Do
What the

Others Can‛t!
We repair CRACKS up to 24 Inches 

(and Chips too).
Cracks get dirty over time; repair immediately for best results.

Most repairs are FREE to you!
Insurance companies pay the total cost for 

preventive repairs by waiving your deductible.
Even $500.00-$1,000.00 deductibles are waived!

Conveniently located at the King Soopers at Baptist Road and Castle Pines Parkway 
and the East side of Big O Tires in the Monument Safeway Shopping Center

If you have liability insurance only,  we gladly accept your personal check made payable to...

A Chick & A Windshield
 P. O. Box 1313, Monument, CO 80132

719-487-8900

Come See What Makes Us Unique! 

NOW HIRING, CALL FOR DETAILS

 Spring 
Cleaning
for Your 

Hands & Feet
Spa manicure and pedicure 

$40 (reg. $55)

PresentsPresents
 Spring 

Cleaning
for Your 

Hands & Feet
Spa manicure and pedicure 

$40 (reg. $55)

Good through 4/30/04

MON PC (Continued from page 10)
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By Jim Kendrick
With the addition of three new members, the ros-
ter for the Monument Police Advisory Committee 
(PAC) is now complete. The new members are 
John Stearns, Ginger Cullen, and Joshua Baron. 
Co-chair Gasper Blea directed the meeting; Chair-
man Dan Gilliana was absent. The meeting was 

largely an orientation for the new members. Trustee 
George Case, a former PAC member for six years, 
also attended to provide background, as did Police 
Chief Joe Kissell. Case’s son, Bruce, also attended; 
he is a Monument Police Department Explorer.
Introductions: New and old members reviewed 
their backgrounds. 
• Baron has lived in Monument for 11 years and 

moved up to the committee from being an 
Explorer. 

• Stearns was assigned to the Air Force 
Academy in 1995 and moved to Monument 
as a civilian one year ago. He was a police 
explorer in California until joining the Air 
Force and currently works with the El Paso 
County Sheriff’s Office as a fire marshal in the 
Arson Services Department. He is a certified 
paramedic, Firefighter I, Fire Officer I, and Fire 
Inspector I. 

• Cullen has lived in El Paso County for 27 
years and moved to Monument in September 
2000. She worked for the Colorado Springs 
Police Department for 18 years in a number of 
criminal, financial, investigative, and human 
relations positions. 

• Blea worked for the U.S. Forest Service for 
18 years in many states across the country, 
and his last position with them was here in 
Monument starting in 1985. He was a volunteer 
for Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection 

District for three years before taking a full-
time position and has now worked there for 15 
years. His father was a chief of police. 

• Kissell worked a full career in the Colorado 
Springs Police Department before taking his 
current position in Monument, replacing Al 
Sharon.

Kissell then reviewed the resolution that created 
the committee and its bylaws. The three newly 
appointed members will be renewed in July for 
regular two-year terms. He explained that the com-
mittee reports directly to the Board of Trustees 
(BOT), not to him.
Old Business: Case recommended that the new 
members become familiar with the work the com-
mittee had done previously on getting a new police 
station on the ballot. The measure was not included 
in the November 2003 election as hoped because 
one of the filing process dates was inadvertently 
missed. If there is to be a ballot issue for funding 
for a new police department building, it will have 
to wait until November 2005 because of TABOR 
limits. However, Case urged the new members to 
become familiar with all the documentation in 
the committee archives, to be effective advocates 
for the police personnel; he said the police station 
building is the worst in the state. 

Blea and Kissell discussed the recent decisions 
by the BOT to create a combined Town Hall/Police 
Department building. They said that combining 
police functions and town administrative func-
tions although lowering construction costs would 
disqualify the building for most commonly sought 
police grants. Currently, there is insufficient justi-
fication for an auxiliary police station in Jackson 
Creek by the new Monument Marketplace.

Kissell advised the committee that the two 
weapons of mass destruction exercises that are 
to be funded by the Department of Homeland 
Security will be held on May 10 and Aug. 14 at 8 
a.m. in Palmer Lake. He described the new inter-
governmental agreement (IGA) on mutual police 
aid that has just been signed by all the required 
officials from the towns of Monument and Palmer 
Lake. The IGA establishes procedures for provid-
ing mutual backup assistance and clearly specifies 
that all the workman’s compensation and other 
legal issues that arise for an officer will be paid 
for by their own departments. Kissell noted the 
very good working relationships the department 
has with the Tri-Lakes and Woodmoor/Monument 
Fire Protection Districts.

The committee approved a bi-monthly sched-
ule for the rest of 2004. Kissell reviewed all the 
major decisions that have been made by the BOT 
since the last PAC meeting in November. The 
committee concurred that projects approved by 
the BOT since then, as well as known projected 
construction projects, will not overload them. 

Kissell explained to the committee the nature 
of two traffic citations that citizen William Lam-
din received, which precipitated his numerous let-
ters to the editor to several newspapers, as well as 
to Monument trustees, town staff, and PAC mem-
bers. Lamdin’s first ticket resulted from not wait-
ing for the car in front of him to make a left turn 
from eastbound Second Street onto Highway 105. 
He crossed two double yellow lines and cut off the 
turning driver in front of him. Just after he left his 
court hearing for that citation, he ran a stop sign 
and made a U-turn on Second Street, which re-
sulted in his second citation. These circumstances 
differ markedly from those described in the many 
letters of complaint he has written. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. The next 
meeting is at Town Hall on May 26 at 7 p.m.

Monument Police Advisory Committee meeting Mar. 31

TT he Housing Market is Hothe Housing Market is Hot
Is it Time to Sell Your Home?Is it Time to Sell Your Home?

Mark Rudolph
Stuart Scott, Ltd.

Your North Colorado Springs 
Resident  Real Estate Expert

mrudolph@stuartscottltd.com
(719) 578-8801 ext. 122

(719) 492-3974 Cell

Call Me For  a Free Market 
Analysis of Your Home’s 

Value

9454 Bur Oak Lane
$185,000 ($875.00/ Month**)
Move-in Late May

NEW BUILD HOME * 3 Bed/ 3 Bath /2 Car * Cotton-
wood Meadows * Stucco, Rounded Corners, Hard-
wood and Tile all Standard *  Tremendous Quality 
for the Money * Carleton Building Co. * 

You can Own these Homes 
With Nothing Down for the 
Indicated Monthly Payment 

Melanie Selee
Loan Officer

Waterfield Financial Corp.
(719) 499-8061

13350 Desiree Drive
Gleneagle

$335,000  ($1,633.75/ Month**)
AN ARTIST’S MASTERPEICE

* Impeccable Gleneagle Rancher * 
Clean and Bright * 6 Bed/ 3 Bath /3 
Car * 3,300 Finished Square Feet * 

Views * This Home has it ALL* 

3490 Whimbrel Lane
Quail Ridge 

$210,000 ($1,157.00/ Month**)

IMMACULATE CONDITION
* Very well Maintained 3 Bed/ 3 Bath /2 
Car * Huge Corner Lot * Walking Dis-
tance to Elementary School * Hard-

wood Floors * Great Mountain Views *

2405 Shaw Ave.
$92,500 ($476.00/ Month**)

INVESTORS SPECIAL
South West Area * 2 Bed-
room /1 Bath * Consistent 
Rental Income Source *

PENDING AND SOLD LISTINGS
19225 Lincoln Green Lane  (Woodmoor)   $290,000    Sale Pending
6325 Spurwood Drive (Valley at Erindale)  $410,000   Sale Pending

806 Cresta  (Skyway Park)  $300,000  Sale Pending (My Buyer and Seller)
415 Craig Ct.  (Woodland Park)  $310,000  Sale Pending (My Buyer)

9482 Bur Oak Lane   (Cottonwood Meadows)  $202,400   Sold-52 Days
11010 Belvidere Drive (Green Mountain Falls)  $185,000   Sold-3 Days
395 Darlington Way   (Broadmoor Spires)   $630,000    Sold– 32 Days

15330 Steinbeck Lane   (Gleneagle)    $320,000    Sold– 74 Days
15330 Copperfield Drive  (Gleneagle)  $310,000   Sold (My Buyer)- 52 Days

**Payments above are based upon an 80% 1st mortgage and a 20% 2nd mortgage for no money 
down. Closing costs and pre-paids can be paid by Seller or Buyer's own funds. The 1st mortgage is 
based upon an interest only rate of 3.875%, 5 Year ARM with 1% origination fee. The 2nd mortgage 
is based upon a rate of 8.25% that is fixed for 30 years, due in 15. Rates are subject to change due to
daily market fluctuations. The 1st mortgage carries a soft pre-payment penalty. No Pre-payment pen-
alty options are also available that will yield a higher rate. For other loan options, please inquire.
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Monument Candidates’ Statements
By Jim Kendrick

Monument will hold its election for the Board of 
Trustees (BOT) and mayor on April 6 from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. at two locations. Residents living on the 
west side of I-25 should cast their votes at Town 
Hall, 166 Second St. Those residing on the east 
side of I-25 vote at Creekside Middle School, 1330 
Creekside Drive. 

Mayor Betty Konarski is not running for re-
election. She has stated that she might move to 
California to live closer to family before a second 
term would be completed. Byron Glenn, an incum-
bent trustee whose term is not expiring, is running 
unopposed for mayor. Trustee Glenda Smith is term 
limited. Six candidates are running for five trustee 
positions. However, because Glenn is an incumbent 
trustee, he will have to resign at the April 19 BOT 
meeting and then be sworn in as mayor along with 
the five elected trustees. Glenn’s trustee position 
would then be available to be filled by appointment 
or the new BOT could advertise for other volun-
teers. The three elected trustees with the most votes 
will serve for four years, and the other two electees 
will serve for two years. Dave Mertz and George 
Case were recently appointed to the BOT and must 
be elected to continue in office.

Our Community News (OCN) offered each can-
didate the opportunity to respond to two questions. 
They were asked to limit their answers to about 300 
words. Candidate Leon Johnson did not respond to 
OCN’s request. 

The questions are:
1. What in your background would help you as a 

trustee?
2. What do you think are the two greatest issues 

facing the town, and what would you propose 

the town should do to deal with them?
George Brown

1. I was elected as a result of the recall. I be-
lieve that I, along with town employees, the mayor, 
and fellow trustees, have made 
great progress in the last year and a 
half. I would like to be a part of the 
new board to provide continuity to 
achieving the goals, objectives, and 
vision that is currently in place.

2. Water availability—for daily 
use, the lake, and infrastructure 
needs—is a statewide issue, espe-
cially given the drought conditions 
that we continue to experience. 
Town members participate in vari-
ous statewide forums and in com-
munity groups formed to lobby 
for solutions. Plus we have water 
resource professionals working on 
behalf of the town to fight for our 
water rights in the court system and 
to get water to the lake. The prob-
lem is compounded when current 
conditions show very little runoff 
from snowmelt. The lake cannot 
be filled without water from snow-
melt. We will be faced with water 
conservation restrictions again 
this year. As far as infrastructure 
needs, there are active projects 
to provide for much-needed well 
improvements and the adding of 
an additional well to meet town 
growth.

The other issue is infrastruc-

ture needs for Old Town. There is a “needs analy-
sis” currently being completed for the first phase, 

(Continued on page 14)

HAVE YOU BEEN TO 2-WATTS CREATIVE?
**POTTERY CLASSES ** ADULT GLAZING CLASSES
** FUNDRAISERS ** CUSTOM WORK
KIDS PAINTING CLASSES: EVERY SATURDAY FROM 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 or 
4:00 p.m.!  Drop-ins are welcome, but reservations are appreciated. Fee is $20 per session.  Ceramic piece 
and all materials supplied.

HAVE A 2-WATTS BIRTHDAY PARTY!
=Party Room For 1.5 to 2 Hours =Table Cloth 
=Balloons For Each Child =Extra Table For Cake and Presents
=Birthday Child‛s Keepsake Plate =Glazing & firing of each child‛s piece

SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM!! AVAILABLE ALL SUMMER 
LONG!
Each camp is five 2-hour sessions ** Cost is $110 and includes all materials ** 
Just bring your imagination and have fun!
The camp will be from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m., Monday through Friday.  Call for a schedule of dates.  Parents can 
attend with their kids for the same price!  For kids 6 years old to adult.   Our program will familiarize students

with clay, slip, bisque, glaze, resist, and acrylic paint.  We will also be teaching painting techniques.

Lowest prices in the Monument/Colorado Springs Castle Rock Area * No Appointment Necessary!

Your Hometown Ceramic Shop Hours:
253 Washington Street Tuesday –Thursday, 10 a.m.–9p.m.
Monument, CO  80132 Friday & Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

2WATTSCREATIVE.COM Phone: 488-0889
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which will provide storm drainage. The analysis 
includes not only Old Town, but other parts of town 
as well. The plan is to put in the storm drainage in 
Old Town in 2005. Once completed, then gutter and 
curb can be constructed. Although, I must say fis-
cal responsibility is also extremely important. The 
town employees, mayor, and trustees have worked 
hard to get the town’s financial viability to an ac-
ceptable point. We are in the black (not red), have 
audited financials, and meet guidelines for budget 
submittal. We need to continue to balance current 

revenues to needs. 
George Case

1. I have lived in the town of Monument ap-
proximately 14 years and have a history of relatives 
who have lived in the town from the early ‘60s. I 
have seen a lot of changes. I have worked with the 
Boy Scouts in the past, served on the Police Ad-
visory Committee for five to six years, and I was 
appointed to the Board of Trustees four months ago 
to replace Doug Warner. I want to be more involved 
with the future of the town and do right for the 

community. 
2. Growth: What I plan on doing 

is following the master plan once it is 
approved and addressing issues as they 
come up. For example, I am concerned 
about the storm drainage of the town. 
I would like the board to look at the 
studies that have been done or get new 
studies and do small sections at a time 
to stop erosion and flooding in the 
town; and to figure out ways to do it in 
a timely fashion, and to be economical 
for the town, and look at a long-range 
plan down the road. 

I also want to work on a new po-
lice station for the town of Monument, 
whether it is a new police station/town 
hall, or work on the police station that 
is there now to make more room for the 
police officers. As the town is grow-
ing, we have more police officers to 
create a safer environment for all.

Gail Drumm
1. My youngest daughter once said 

to me, “You think too much!” I like to 
think things through and listen to all 
sides before making decisions. I like 

to see the “big picture.” For a number of years, I 
have been involved in a leadership capacity with 
several organizations. This experience will be use-
ful, as I now have the time to consider and analyze 
problems facing the town of Monument. During my 
time on the homeowners’ association board, I’ve 
worked with Monument town officials and build-
ers, and this has helped me to gain some insight 
about leadership here and what the citizens want. I 
have no specific agenda other than to help create a 
town that people want and to do so in the best way 
possible. While I was traveling the last few years, I 
began wondering exactly why I like certain towns. 
I came up with a few simple and interesting reasons 
for preferring certain towns over others: Seniors 
like living there or they retire there because of 
lower taxes; the downtown areas are inviting and 
you feel safe being there, even at night; churches 
are mixed in well with homes on the main streets; 
the town is organized so that you feel comfortable 
even if you haven’t been there before; and the town 
has a friendly feel to it. I would like to do what I can 
to keep Monument’s future on this path.

2. Infrastructure in the downtown area needs to 
be upgraded. The east side of I-25 is overburdened 
with their infrastructure debt. The downtown area 
should be more “user friendly” for businesses and 
people. The streets and sidewalks could be upgrad-
ed along with an upgraded park area, which would 
make it a delight to go downtown and spend the 
day or evening shopping, eating, and just walking 
around. The mission used to attract people into the 
downtown area ought to be more along the lines of, 
“Come into town and stay awhile.”

Care should be taken with the east side in 
order to keep it “friendly” to the people who live 
there. Monument needs the businesses being de-
veloped on the east side; however, I think the town 
leaders on both sides of the interstate dropped the 

ball in explaining how Wal-Mart could af-
fect the community. As a result, Wal-Mart 
has decided to simply move across the street 
from where Monument would have liked it. 
Since the new site is outside of the city lim-
its, Monument won’t get the benefits from 
the sales tax but will still have to fix the 
problems on Baptist Road.

More money needs to be put up front 
on developing Jackson Creek from the 
developers so they are not saddled with any 
more debt to pay off.

Keep Monument, Monument. Seven 
years ago, I started planning to move out 
of Denver. I had the time to check out 
communities from Greeley and Ft. Col-
lins all the way to Colorado Springs. After 
three years of searching, it became quite 
evident that Monument was the place for 
me. Monument had a definite feel to it that 
other towns did not. It had a small town at-
mosphere, yet it was modern enough to be 
functional for today. This is still true about 
Monument, and I believe this is the reason 
most of us like it here. Therefore, we need 
to approach growth decisions with the idea 
of preserving the small-town quality of life. 
We need to be reasonable with retail fran-
chises and limit incompatible industries, 
and we should encourage the development 
of housing and businesses we’ll be proud 
of in 50 years. Even though there are two 
sides of Monument, divided by the highway, 
I believe people who live on both sides want 
Monument to stay Monument.

Byron Glenn
1. I have a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Civil Engineering from San Diego State 
University and am licensed as a professional 
engineer in the state of Colorado, with 18 
years of experience. Throughout my career, 
I have managed design teams of four to 10 
individuals and projects with multimillion 
dollar budgets. I have extensive experience ����������������
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Outer Space
Think Spring!

Patio Furniture from
Davis & Shaw 

is on sale!

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO
Susan L. Miner, asid

for an appointment call

719.488.9866

USAN�S PLACES AT TWIN PINE
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in land development including site 
feasibility, planning and zoning, 
along with extensive design expe-
rience in earthwork, drainage and 
flood control, roadways, sanitary 
sewer, water systems and land 
acquisitions. I have served on the 
Monument Board of Trustees the 
past 21⁄2 years, Baptist Road Rural 
Transportation Authority the past 
two years, Pikes Peak Regional 
Building Commission the past two 
years, and the Tri-Lakes Econom-
ic Development Committee. I also 
currently sit on the Crystal Valley 
Metropolitan District board in 
Castle Rock, giving me hands on 
experience with special districts.

2. There are many issues that 
will continue to face the town as 
it begins to expand its boundary 
and grow in population. Growth 
is necessary for a diverse and 
strong economy. The developers, 
residents, and town leaders must 
work actively together to ensure 
this growth is well planned to 
meet the needs of the town and the 
Tri-Lakes area, and to keep our 
natural environment as pristine as 
possible. 

Water is, and will be for some 
time, a critical issue. Water supply 
and demand will always need to 
be in the forefront of the minds 
of the board members and town 
residents. Water use and future 
supplies should be continually 
planned for the long-range out-
look, with these plans capable of 
being redefined and updated to 
keep the town viable, safe, and 
secure.

Our police department is in 
serious need of a larger opera-
tions facility—to protect potential 
evidence in line with law en-
forcement standards and judicial 
requirements, provide adequate 
office space for the police offi-
cers and administration staff and 
public assistance, and a larger pro-
tected area for the patrol cars. The 
previous board has been looking 
at potential ways to finance a new 
Town Hall and Administration 
Building, which would be large 
enough for the police department, 
administration, water personnel, 
and a facility where residents 
and businesses of the Tri-Lakes 
area can meet for lunch or special 
meetings and gatherings.

Dave Mertz
1. My 31⁄2-year tenure on the 

Planning Commission has allowed 
me to accomplish what I consider 
significant strides for Monument. 
We adopted a Comprehensive 
Land Use Master Plan, which 
will now serve our community 
as a visionary document for fu-
ture growth. A precedence has 
been established with developers 
through the course of scrutinizing 
applications and integrating open 
space, trails, and parks at every 
achievable opportunity. Account-
ability is now at a higher standard. 
This development awareness has 
significantly aided me in my du-
ties as trustee. Allow me to ad-
vocate on your behalf as we shape 

our town’s vision for tomorrow. 
2. It was certainly the quaint 

bedroom community environment 
that drew many to the Tri-Lakes 
region. It’s this same quaintness 
that has lured developers to capi-
talize on real estate opportunities. 
Growth is inevitable; however, 
there are many steps that we can 
take to ensure it’s done in a man-
ner that preserves the qualities 
that attracted us to Monument. 
The Comprehensive Land Use 
Master Plan and update of our 
Zoning and Subdivision Regula-
tions will serve as the foundation 
for this effort. I will hold develop-
ers accountable to smart growth 
principles and strongly advocate 
for the integration of open space, 
trails, and parks.

The perception of a bipar-
tisan board (historic downtown 
versus Jackson Creek) continues 
to linger. This perception may 
worsen as committee representa-
tion from Jackson Creek increases 
with the expansion of homes in the 
area. The town is currently faced 
with many significant issues that 
require objectivity (i.e., historic 
downtown preservation, creation 
of a focal point at Monument 
Lake, establishment of a cultural/
sports center, and commercial de-
velopment of Interstate 25’s corri-
dor). It’s imperative that our town 
issues are decided without any 
partisan affiliations. My loyalty is 
to the constituents of Monument, 
and I will advocate for the town’s 
best interest as a whole.

Frank Orten
1.  I have a degree in account-

ing and have successfully worked 
as a trustee for two years and have 
worked in business as a manager 
for 24 years.

2.  I think the two greatest 
issues facing the town are fiscal 
responsibility and revitalizing the 
historic downtown area.

For fiscal responsibility, I 
would continue the success we 
have had the past two years in 
returning the town to a conserva-
tive financial approach. 
The past two audits 
have received unquali-
fied opinions from the 
external auditor (the 
best you can have) and 
positive cash has been 
carried into the next 
year. The town staff is 
directly responsible for 
this success and should 
be thanked.

To revitalize the 
downtown area, I 
would like to see curbs, 
gutters, and sidewalks 
put in. This is easy to 
talk about and hard to 
fund. With the new 
retail development in 
the town, we will be 
receiving new sales tax 
revenue, and I support 
using some of these 
funds to invigorate the 
downtown area.

Fabulous lot on lake side of Palmer Lake!!
Quiet area, trees, views of the lake, mountains,
and city lights!! Nearly 1⁄2 acre!! MODULARS OK.
SOIL TESTS DONE! A MUST SEE AT ONLY
$74,900!!

MLS #392989

Cute and cozy in Palmer Lake!! 3 br, 2 ba
rancher boasts large living room with fireplace,
eat-in kitchen with tile floors, large family room,
fenced rear yard with views and more!! $2,500
carpet allowance. A must see!! Only $175,000!!

MLS # 390262

Country living at its best!! Over 5 ac. horse
property in Canterbury!! 3,800 sq. ft., 4 br, 4 ba,
gourmet kitchen w/eating area, great rm, formal
dining rm, main level office/study, rec. rm, and
more. Barn, garden shed, partially fenced. A rare
find in pristine condition!! Only $449,000!!

MLS #393850

Million $$$ views from  Palmer Lake hillside!!!
Fabulous log home with 3 br, 3 ba, great room w/
fireplace, finished walk-out lower level with rec.
room and bar, room for 4th br, gourmet kitchen w/
granite countertops, hardwood floors. Over 1⁄2 ac.
double lot!! Backs to Nat. Forest! Only $249,900!!

MLS #393653

Woodmoor’s finest!! Fabulous views from .89
acre corner lot! Over 3,800 sq. ft., 5 br, 4 ba, fin-
ished walk-out lower level with bar and sunroom,
formal living rm, formal dining rm, main level fam-
ily rm, large gourmet kitchen with eating area.
Shows like a model home! Only $325,000!!

MLS #394420

One level living in Palmer Lake!!! Over 3,000
sq. ft., 4 br, 3 ba, great room, formal dining room, 
gourmet eat-in kitchen, main level laundry, main
level master with 5-piece master bath. 1⁄4 acre lot
with views!! THIS IS THE HOME YOU’VE BEEN
WAITING FOR!!! Only $249,900!!

MLS #394436
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Triview metro meeting Mar. 24
By John Heiser

At its regular meeting March 24, the Triview 
Metropolitan District Board of Directors dis-
cussed the status of the Marketplace and Jackson 
Creek Market Village projects and cancelled the 
planned May 4 election since only two candi-
dates applied for the three open positions. 

Aside from directors Steve Stephenson and 
Martha Gurnick, no other Triview district resi-
dents were present.

Monument development status
Ron Simpson, manager of the Triview district, 
reported that he was told by Mike Davenport, 
Monument assistant town manager and town 
planner, that the final version of the updated 
Monument comprehensive plan is being printed 
and will also be available on CD-ROM. 

Based on concerns highlighted at the Febru-
ary Triview board meeting, the developer of the 
Jackson Creek Market Village project—former-
ly known as the Academy View project, east of 
the King Soopers shopping center—has revised 
plans to widen the internal roads from 30-foot 
to 40-foot right-of-ways, with 30 feet of asphalt 
paving and 3-foot sidewalks on either side. Al-
though the rights-of-ways are wider than origi-
nally proposed, they still do not meet Triview’s 
50-foot standard or the town’s 60-foot standard. 
Simpson said the plan needs further revisions 
to incorporate 5-foot sidewalks and to exclude 
parking on the hammerhead cul-de-sacs. He also 
noted there are concerns that the long, straight, 
sloped walkway to the King Soopers shopping 
center will attract skateboarders.

As noted last month, the applicant is seeking 
Planned Development (PD) zoning that is a vari-
ant of Planned Unit Development (PUD) zoning. 
Variances or waivers such as the one required 
allowing narrower roads are termed “modifica-
tions” and are part of PD zoning approval.

Monument Marketplace status
Rick Blevins, of Marketplace developer Vision 
Development, Inc., reported as follows:
• Utilities along the extension of Jackson 

Creek Parkway are completed.

• Utilities along the extension of Leather 
Chaps should be completed by the end of 
April.

• Construction of curb and gutter is nearing 
completion, and paving can begin about 
April 1. 

• The project is on schedule for Home Depot 
to deliver store equipment by April 12, with 
substantial completion of all construction, 
including parking lot paving, by May 20.

Jason Spielman of Nolte and Associates, sit-
ting in for Chuck Ritter (Nolte’s engineering 
consultant for the district), said construction 
of the sewer line to serve the Marketplace has 
encountered crossing of nine fiber optic cables 
within Baptist Road. Due to the number and lo-
cation of the cables, the portion of the sewer line 
along Baptist Road will be installed using direc-
tional drill boring rather than trenching. Baptist 
Road will be closed in both directions between 
Struthers Road and Jackson Creek Parkway Fri-
day night and Saturday night, April 2 and 3 from 
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

Well A4
Spielman said the project is under way to con-
nect raw (untreated) water from the new well A4 
in the Arapahoe aquifer to the reuse system to 
supply water for irrigation this summer. 

Simpson noted that this past summer, irriga-
tion of Creekside Middle School playfields and 
the roadside landscaping consumed 3.3 million 
gallons per month. He predicted consumption 
would be higher this summer due to irrigation 
of landscaping at the Marketplace and other new 
construction.

In response to a question from Stephenson, 
Spielman said the water will be chlorinated but 
will not be treated for iron or magnesium con-
tent.

Simpson said that in case of an emergency, 
such as sudden water shortage or fire, water from 
A4 could be switched to the potable water sys-
tem. He said connecting the water to the nearest 
existing water treatment plant would cost about 
$250,000, which he categorized as an unneces-

sary expense. Triview plans 
to build a third water treat-
ment plant near well A4.

Simpson added that 
bids for equipment for well 
A4 are due March 26. Due 
to the short schedule for 
completing the connection 
of A4, the board authorized 
Simpson to spend up to 
$140,000 for the equipment.

Stephenson asked about 
the prospects of completing 
the reuse system so water 
from the wastewater treat-
ment plant can be used for 
irrigation. Simpson replied 
that the district is short 
about $175,000 in equip-
ment needed to complete 
the connection. He also said 
a storage facility for reuse 
water is needed. The plans 
for the Marketplace showed 
a 100 acre-foot reuse water 
storage pond just north of 
the site. Simpson said, “We 
are in a much better posi-
tion to switch to reuse than 
almost anybody I know.”

WWTF expansion
The Waste Water Treatment 
Facility (WWTF) is jointly 
owned by the Triview dis-
trict, the Donala district 

“Giving your windows the worx”
* Windows
* Window Film
* Solar Shades
* Blinds / Plantation Shutters
* Knotted Wood Plantation Shutters
* Retractable Awnings

HunterDouglas SOLEX AWNINGS

(financing also available)

Come see and feel the difference window tint can
do for your home at the Goetzmann Custom
Model Home in Homestead at Jackson Creek,
630 Saber Creek Dr. Monument or the John Laing
models in Gleneagle

719-481-5634
1-877-GOT-TINT
Local

Proudly offering:

Call today for more 
information!

487-8572

16240 Old Denver Highway
www.socnroll.com

In-line Hockey
at Soc n’ Roll

Ages 5 and up
League starts April 20th

Registration deadline 
is April 10th



Page 16 Vol. 4 No. 4 Page 17Sat., April 3, 2004

serving Gleneagle, and the Forest Lakes Metro-
politan District, which currently does not have any 
users.

Spielman reported that the trip to Sequencing 
Batch Reaction (SBR) plants in California and 
Nevada in early March provided strong support for 
switching the WWTF to the SBR process. Simpson 
added, “There is very little question that SBR is 
preferable to expanding the current process.”

The mouse
Simpson reported that a 17.2-acre parcel has been 
found that can be placed in a conservation ease-
ment as part of the Preble’s meadow jumping 
mouse habitat conservation plans (HCP) needed 
to satisfy U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
requirements for the Wal-Mart site, the expansion 
of Baptist Road, and the 
extension of Jackson Creek 
Parkway. He said the FWS 
“blessed this property.” 

Simpson said an HCP 
has been submitted to FWS 
for the 5,000-foot sewer 
interceptor line to serve 
planned commercial and in-
dustrial projects west of I-25. 
Simpson reported that ac-
cording to the Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District, it will 
be eight months or more be-
fore they would be ready to 
participate in the project, the 
costs of which are to be split 
equally with Forest Lakes. 

Simpson suggested that 
the line be extended north 
of Baptist Road fairly soon. 
Blevins asked, “What’s the 
rush? There’s no develop-
ment plan, no user.” Simp-
son replied, “We need the 
interceptor.” 

Susemihl suggested that 
if there is a benefit to the 
district to put it in now and if 
Forest Lakes is not ready to 
pay their share of the costs, 
then a recovery agreement 
could be entered as a lien 
against Forest Lakes. 

Stephenson asked, “Why 
risk the relationship 
on something we don’t 
need.” Simpson replied, 
“It’s hard to sell blue sky 
without services. It helps 
to have something real 
and tangible.” Stephen-
son said, “I wouldn’t do 
anything that would of-
fend [Forest Lakes].”

2030 Transportation 
Plan

Simpson said that Irene 
Walters at Monument 
Town Hall helped pre-
pare the 25 pages of 
forms required from the 
district by the Pikes Peak 
Area Council of Govern-
ments (PPACG). The 
forms identify high pri-
ority road projects in the 
area. PPACG is involved 
in allocation of federal 
and state highway funds. 
Board President Kathy 
Walters expressed the 
district’s thanks to Irene 
Walters (no relation) for 
her help.

Election Cancelled
Only two candidates 

applied for the three open positions on the board. 
Charles Burns and Steve Stephenson were declared 
elected to four-year terms. Julie Glenn, wife of 
Monument Trustee Byron Glenn, was appointed 
to fill the position vacated by Linda Jones, who re-
signed last month. Peter Susemihl, attorney for the 
district, said Julie Glenn must be reappointed after 
May 4 in order to serve the remaining two years of 
Jones’ term. The Triview board now consists of the 
following four Jackson Creek residents:

Charles Burns
Martha Gurnick
Steve Stephenson
Julie Glenn

Of the four, only Gurnick has been voted into office 
by district residents.

Simpson reported that Jackson Creek resident 
and former Monument Planning Commission 
member Joe Martin has expressed interest in being 
appointed to fill the remaining vacancy on the five-
member board.

**********
The Triview Metropolitan District Board of Direc-
tors normally meets on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month, 4:30 p.m., at the district offices, 174 N. 
Washington St. 

The next meeting will be held April 28. 
For further information, contact the Triview 

Metropolitan District at 488-6868.

Read All About It
z Fortune Magazine, January 2004

For the 6th year in a row, Fortune ranked Edward 
Jones among the 100 Best Companies To Work 
For. The financial services firm took the #4 spot.

z Barron’s Magazine, January 2004
Barron’s reported that for more than the past 
seven years, the Edward Jones Model Stock 
Portfolio’s long-term track record beat the 
performance of the 14 other brokerage firms it 
surveyed.

z Forrester Research, July 9, 2003
Edward Jones was ranked among the best 
advocates for its customers according to the 
Winning the Changing Financial Consumer
study by Forrester Research. The firm, the 
highest-ranking brokerage named on the list, 
placed second in the customer advocacy ranking.

Jack Fry
Palmer Lake
481-4964

Brad Lundberg
Monument
481-0043

Donna O'Bryant
Gleneagle
487-0407

Leasha Larsen
Northgate
484-0257

Don’t miss out on one 
of two great ways to 
save for retirement: 

z Contributions to traditional IRAs grow tax-
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By Jim Kendrick
 The Palmer Lake Town Council 
(PLTC) endorsed Trustee Susan 
Miner’s recommendation that the 
town move forward on having its 
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire De-
partment (PLVFD) participate in a 
merger with Woodmoor/Monument 
Fire Protection District (W/MFPD) 
and Donald Wescott Fire Protection 
District (DWFPD)—not just the lat-
ter, as originally discussed. A special 
candidates’ night for citizens to hear 
and question all those running for 
trustee in the April 6 election was 
scheduled for March 25. Also, John 
McCarty, director of the El Paso 
County Department of Transporta-
tion, gave a presentation on facts, op-
tions, and the required decision time 
line regarding town participation in 

the projected Nov. 2 election issue on 
creating a countywide rural transpor-
tation authority (RTA). All trustees 
were present, and about 12 citizens 
attended the meeting.
Request for new business license: 
The council unanimously approved 
Charles Edmondson’s request for 
a new business license for Home 
Audio-Video at 780 Highway 105, 
Suite A. The business will focus on 
home theater design and installa-
tion. Trustee Randy Jones asked if 
sales would be made in the office. 
Edmondson said he might perform 
contract signing in the office as well 
as at people’s homes, but that it would 
not be a standard cash-and-carry type 
of retail operation. 

Committee Reports 
Trustee Cindy Allen, who is stepping 

down due to term limitation, said 
that customized trim repairs for the 
town’s gazebo would be performed 
by Rocky Mountain Trim, a local 
firm, and that replacement balusters 
are on order. She also requested that 
the town staff direct the contractor 
who dug a trench across the trail by 
the town tennis courts to restore the 
grounds and the trail to its original 
condition.

Trustee Chuck Cornell said that 
the town’s water levels are “not look-
ing good” and that water restrictions 
are likely. Allen said the town should 
announce these restrictions before 
the spring gardening season begins 
so citizens do not invest in plantings 
that may not survive limited water-
ing. Miner suggested immediately 
posting a notice in the post office.

Jones said he had nothing to 
report on roads. Allen asked if the 
planned striping for a crosswalk on 
Highway 105 had been scheduled. 
Roads Supervisor Bob Radosevich 
said that the Colorado Department 
of Transportation (CDOT) staff 
had not responded to his requests 
for information. Jeannine Engle 
reported that the Downtown Busi-
ness Owner’s Group was working 
with CDOT on the crosswalk as 
well as on obtaining a city limit 
sign by the County Line Road 
railroad crossing that would have 
room for directional arrows and 
advertising for the businesses 
along Highway 105. The cross-
walk will be adjacent to the park-
ing lot at O’Malley’s. She invited 
the trustees and trustee candidates 
to join the group at 3 p.m. on April 
6 for their monthly meeting at the 
Speed Trap Café. 

Trustee Eddie Kinney gave the 
police department report for Febru-
ary. There were a total of 103 calls 
for service, down 7 from January 
and down 14 from last February. 
He also said there were 2 custody 
arrests, 18 ongoing cases, 37 traffic 

citations, 7 traffic and dog warnings, 
and 3 dog citations last month. 

Several municipal fee changes 
were approved unanimously:
• $3 to $5: traffic accident and case 

reports, plus individual document 
search and retrieval

• $5 to $7: fingerprinting for town 
residents 

• $20 to $25: fingerprinting for 
nonresidents

• $15 to $20: inspecting, listening, 
or recording of any audio/video 
tape per hour, or portion thereof

• $0 to $5: inspection of Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN) 
within city limits for residents

• $8 to $10: inspection of 
VIN within city limits for 
nonresidents

• eliminated: the former $10 
inspection fee of VINs outside 
city limits for residents/
nonresidents

Kinney said the town received $9,000 
in reimbursement from its insurance 
policy for the totaled police vehicle. 
The town also received a gift of 
$1,000 that will help pay for a re-
placement Blazer. The trustees unan-
imously authorized up to $14,500 
for purchase of a used replacement 
vehicle, plus an additional $1,700 for 
purchase of a new roof-mounted light 
bar. All emergency equipment from 
the totaled Blazer will be transferred 
to the replacement.

Miner reported 16 fire calls in 
February, bringing the total to 40 for 
the year. There were eight medical 
calls, two traffic accidents, one wild-
land fire, two public assists, two other 
calls, and one mutual aid call. Total 
mutual aid calls for 2004 are eight. 
Two Driver Operator 1 courses will 
be offered by PLVFD, one in March 
for its staff and one in April for North 
Group attendees. PLVFD hosted 
the countywide wildland refresher 
course.

Mayor Nikki McDonald re-
ported that $5,072 had been raised 

on Casino Night and that the 
Deuces Wild Company had 
provided all 10 dealers for 
free as a service to the town. 
Numerous suggestions to have 
casino nights more often will 
be discussed by the council 
after the April 6 election. She 
also noted that Jaqui Parker’s 
visioning committee, Palmer 
Lake Committee for Com-
munity Awareness, is averag-
ing eight to 14 attendees and 
will hand out fliers on network 
building at the election to in-
crease volunteerism. 

Citizen Bob Miner report-
ed on his recent appointment 
to the El Paso County Water 
Authority Technical Commit-
tee. He was also appointed 
the Palmer Lake representa-
tive to the Fountain Creek 
Watershed Plan, sponsored 
by the Colorado Conservation 
Board. The post was previ-
ously unfilled, and money for 
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the study ran out before the portion of 
the flood control document regarding 
the Palmer Lake area could be com-
pleted. Recent flooding issues and 
locations were discussed. The last 
major flood damage in town occurred 
in 1999 when a Greeley Boulevard 
culvert for Monument Creek was lost, 
damaging a sewer line and gas line.
Countywide rural transportation 

authority (RTA) proposal
McCarty said that the proposal was 
initiated 18 months ago by County 
Administrator Terry Harris at a 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Govern-
ments (PPACG) meeting. The Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
and Colorado Springs City Coun-
cil agreed to move forward on this 
joint proposal in August 2003. Their 
respective staffs have worked with 
PPACG to develop five city and five 
county “corridor projects.” These 
ten corridor projects are comprised 
of 25 individual city and 25 county 
construction projects. Road and 
bridge construction for these corri-
dors would be paid for by 55 percent 
of the 1-cent countywide sales tax. 
The highest priority county corridor 
project is comprised of five separate 
Baptist Road construction projects. . 

Of the remaining 45 percent of 
the collected tax monies, 35 percent 
would go to non-itemized road and 
bridge repairs (or replacement) and 
10 percent would support regional 
public transportation in and outside 
Colorado Springs.

The road and bridge construction 
portion of the tax (55 percent) would 
expire after 10 years, but there is an 
option in state law for voters to ex-
tend it for another limited period. The 
other 45 percent of the countywide 
sales tax would be permanent. The 
election for the ballot issue to cre-
ate this RTA is tentatively planned 
for Nov. 2. McCarty made the same 
presentation to Monument’s Board of 
Trustees in February.

The town can opt not to par-
ticipate and would not be subject 
to the tax or eligible to receive road 
maintenance funds from this RTA. 
If the town does participate, and 

the measure passes, every Palmer 
Lake taxpayer will pay the tax. If the 
measure passes, one elected official 
from the town will participate on the 
management committee that carries 
out the ballot issue mandate without 
the option of changing the list of 
projects or their prioritized ranking. 
The membership on this committee 
roughly parallels the membership 
of the PPACG board. The town can 
recommend alternative projects for 
consideration prior to the election, 
but must do so very soon if it chooses 
to participate. Alternatively, the town 
could set up its own RTA with at least 
one other municipality, such as Mon-
ument or Peyton, for 
example, and levy up 
to a 1-cent sales tax 
on these respective 
taxpayers.

Assuming all 
county towns par-
ticipate in the RTA, 
Palmer Lakes’ share 
for road mainte-
nance would be 
about $88,000 the 
first year. Because 
the town is not 
growing, its share 
could go down as its 
fraction of the total 
county population 
decreases. There is 
no fair share provi-
sion for capital road/
bridge construction 
or transit. Only this 
35 percent of the 
1-cent tax collected 
on sales within the 
town is guaranteed 
to come back. How-
ever, a significant 
portion of the sales 
tax generated within 
Palmer Lake is paid 
by nonresidents. 

If the PLTC votes 
not to participate in 
the RTA from the 
outset, Palmer Lake 
residents could later 
vote to join the RTA 

by town election in an odd-numbered 
year if a subsequent council changes 
its position. 

McDonald asked how the 
$88,000 could be spent. McCarty 
said the money could be spent on any 
maintenance of its choosing, but not 
on new roads or on road expansion. 
The PPACG staff would process bill-
ing paperwork the town would submit 
and then write checks to the town 
once the repair project documenta-
tion was processed.
Meadow Lane Extension: Trustee 
Randy Jones asked the council if it 
would be receptive to allowing him 
to trade land in an unpaved alley 

right-of-way for an equal amount of 
land around the edge of the wetlands 
within a parcel he would like to pur-
chase and develop. The parcel lies be-
tween Elephant Rock and the railroad 
tracks by Elephant Rock Trailer Park. 
He wants to build a 24-foot-wide 
roadway on top of this right-of-way, 
rather than across all but one end of 
the wetlands. Use of the unpaved al-
ley for the road was also requested by 
the Army Corps of Engineers. There 
was agreement that covenants would 
prohibit fences around the bound-
ary with the wetland, to preserve 
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its natural look. A developer asking 
a municipality about planning and 
zoning limitations or options for a 
proposed development is common, 
though it is unusual for a trustee to 
make direct appeals. Town attorney 
Larry Gaddis said that Jones would 
need to apply for replat that would 
show the changed lot boundaries 

before he could get formal approval. 
Trustees felt his proposal was feasi-
ble, clearing the way for him to begin 
the process of purchasing the land for 
development. Town Clerk Della Gins 
will write a letter to Jones stating the 
council’s opinion for future reference 
by the newly elected council and 
other agencies. 

There was also agreement among 
the other trustees, Jones, and Ra-
dosevich that Jones had resolved the 
culvert issue on Meadow Lane. Sue 
Coons, of Meadow Lane, appeared 
before the council in July 2003 to seek 
remediation of a drainage problem on 
her property. Apparently, the problem 
was caused by runoff from the new 

Elephant Rock Acres subdivision. 
Jones extended Meadow Lane and 
built two new houses there. He 
installed a culvert under Coons’ 
driveway, but that culvert filled 
with runoff from the construction 
site, causing water and sand to drain 
onto Coons’ property. A town water 
truck was sent to flush the culvert. 
Jones reinstalled the culvert so it 
would not clog again. Coons has 
not replied to town queries about 
any further problem. The trustees, 
with Jones recused, voted 6-0 that 
the matter was closed.

PLVFD 
Pre-Inclusion Agreement

Susan Miner reported on her 
committee’s review of the pro-
posal from the W/MFPD board. 
The committee included Cornell, 
PLVFD Chief Julie Lokken, former 
PLVFD firefighter Nick Casale, and 
current firefighter Kevin LaBella. 
Miner added that she and McDon-
ald, Lokken, and Trustee Brent 
Sumner attended a joint board 
meeting hosted by DWFPD and 
W/MFPD the previous evening. 
There the council and PLVFD were 
invited to join in a proposed merger 
of all three fire organizations as a 
single special district. Lokken sum-
marized the briefing that W/MFPD 
Board Secretary Russ Broshous 
gave on March 10. See the article 
on this joint meeting on page 26 for 
more details.

Palmer Lake taxpayers in-
corporated in the new fire district 
would have to vote to pay about 
7.1 to 7.3 mills to this new district 
to participate, and the single new 
board would be initially based on 
proportional representation. The 
town would be relieved of its cur-
rent budget of $48,000 for PLVFD 
but would lose its complete control 
over funding and policy. Long-
term staffing plans call for a goal 
of four personnel on call 24/7, two 
would be full-time and two would 
be volunteers. One of the four 
would be a paramedic.. This would 
likely require construction of a 
new station building. The current 
building, built in 1938 and expand-
ed in the 1950’s, cannot support 
overnight sleeping by crews, and 
bringing the building up to codes 
while modifying it to include over-
night accommodations would cost 
more than a new modular building. 
The financial reserves and prop-
erty of the PLVFD Association are 
not under the control of the Town 
Council and would not be subject 
to the merger. 

McDonald said, “There is a 
desperate need to support this 
merger.” She called for public 

meetings to educate citizens. Con-
sultants have identified the current 
underfunding of the department as 
a potential stumbling block to the 
merger. She said the town needed to 
approve a mill levy for fire and medi-
cal emergency services so PLVFD 
could join with the other two districts. 
Jones asked what 7 mills would mean 
to a residential taxpayer. Miner said 
it amounts to about $45 per $100,000 
of resale value, although the method 
to arrive at that number is much 
more complicated, using assessed 
values and percentages. The average 
residential tax bill for the new special 
district in Palmer Lake would be $90 
per year, or $7.50 per month. Miner 
added that the chiefs will begin work-
ing on operational issues, while the 
two boards and the town council will 
handle budgets, capital, and man-
power issues. 

Resident Gary Atkins asked if 
the new tax revenue would stay in 
town, in contrast to the construction 
and mass transportation portion of 
the proposed RTA tax; Miner said the 
station would stay in town. The mill 
levy tax collected from all residents 
in the new merged district, including 
those within the town limits of Palmer 
Lake, would go into the new district’s 
general fund. The rough draft of the 
merger plan acknowledges that a new 
station is needed to support 24/7 op-
erations, though it does not currently 
specify when or where in Palmer 
Lake it would be built. Atkins said a 
new station is needed. Resident Carl 
Goodwin noted McCarty’s request 
for town residents to contribute tax 
money to mass transit in Colorado 
Springs, saying that Palmer Lake vot-
ers should give the merger a higher 
priority. 

Gaddis said the elections for each 
issue would be at a different time—
November for the RTA issue and May 
2005 for the merger. In 2002, Palmer 
Lake residents rejected a 1-cent sales 
tax ballot measure to support the fire 
department.

The council unanimously ap-
proved Miner’s motion to move for-
ward with this negotiation and the 
division of council and operational 
responsibilities. 

Miner noted that she will not to 
run for reelection on April 6, so an-
other trustee will have to be selected 
as lead negotiator on the merger. 
However, she has volunteered for 
the town’s Board of Adjustment and 
to assist the replacement fire trustee. 
McDonald noted that six candidates 
are running for trustee and that her 
opponent for mayor has withdrawn 
from the race. Gaddis praised Cindy 
Allen’s 14 years of service as a 
trustee. McDonald lamented that 
there would be no women trustees on 
the new council, drawing a laugh, as 
she closed the final meeting for this 
council. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 
p.m., with a reception afterward. 

The next meeting will be on April 
8 at 7 p.m. at Town Hall, when the 
new council will be sworn in. 
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Palmer Lake Candidates’ Statements
By Jim Kendrick

Palmer Lake will hold its election for the board of 
trustees on April 6 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 54 Valley Crescent. 

Mayor Nikki McDonald is running for re-elec-
tion unopposed. Her former opponent, Joe Don-
aldson, recently withdrew from the election. He 
said his new retail music store was taking more of 
his time than he had expected and felt he couldn’t 
give the mayoral office the time and attention it 
requires. 

Trustee Cindy Allen is term limited, and Trust-
ees Susan Miner and Eddie Kinney are stepping 
down. Trustees Chuck Cornell and Randy Jones 
are incumbents and not up for reelection. There are 
a total of six candidates running for four trustee 
positions. 

Our Community News (OCN) offered each 
candidate the opportunity to respond to two general 
questions. They were asked to limit their answers to 
about 300 words. Candidate Gary Atkins has been 
out of town on a long-planned family trip and could 
not be reached by OCN. The questions are:
1. What in your background would help you as a 

trustee?
2. What do you think are the two greatest issues 

facing the town, and what would you propose 
the town should do to deal with them?

Nick Casale
1. I have a great deal of leadership, trouble-

shooting, and creative problem resolution and fa-
cilitation experience. I designed and implemented 
the recovery plans for three major departments 
(within three different companies). All three were 
successful. Not only did they become more ef-
ficient, have increased productivity, improve their 
on-time delivery rates, and meet higher quality 
standards, but they also became profitable. I de-
signed two completely new departments from the 
ground up, which also became highly successful. I 
am a trained facilitator, and I even taught instruc-
tional techniques to technical instructors. I have a 
great deal of management experience and plenty of 
volunteer experience as well. Most of all, the fact 
that I truly care and will do what is right will help 
me as a trustee.

2. Lack of effective two-way communication 
between the town, the residents, and the business 
owners is the biggest problem. If we improve 
upon that problem, I do think together we can be-
gin resolving all the others. I have plenty of ideas 
as to how we can improve communication, but 
not enough space to address them here. 

Gary Coleman
1. I have been in Palmer Lake for over nine 

years and have attended Planning Commission 
and Town Council meetings for over four years. 
I have a small land surveying company and deal 
with land issues every day. I enjoy budgeting and 
working hard at getting the most out of my, or 
anyone else’s, dollar. I think I do well with issues 
that tend to be volatile. Attendance at many town 
meetings has shown to me that sweet is better 
than sour. Honesty and representing the people 
is the only way to run a government. It does not 
pay to try and hide problems. I’m a member of 
the Palmer Lake Planning Commission and am a 
volunteer for the Fire Rehab Division of the Pikes 
Peak Area Firefighters group. Volunteering for 
the town and getting involved is the best way to 
help the town. I want to help the town in any way 
that I can, as the town has accepted us and made 
us feel welcome. Our “special” son loves this 
place and greets everyone as if they are his best 
friend. I feel that my land surveying experience 
and past dealings around town make me qualified 
to help make decisions for the town.

2. We need to have controlled and sensible 
growth due to the town’s boundaries. Palmer 
Lake cannot expand its limits as Monument and 

Colorado Springs can. A town cannot exist on real 
estate taxes from existing homes. It also needs in-
come from commercial properties, sales tax, tap 
fees, etc., to pay for the services it provides. 

As our new well comes on line in the next 
month or so, we can feel better about the impending 
drought and how it affects our reservoirs. Pumping 
water is quite expensive compared to the old way, 
so education on conservation is a must. Water laws 
and rights are tough, and block some apparently 
easy solutions to filling the lake. 

Palmer Lake has always had a great, well-re-
spected volunteer fire department. A paid depart-
ment doesn’t mean better firefighters, but better 
equipment and ways to fight fires. Lots of choices 
are available, but all will need help from the tax-
payer. It is my goal to help the town find ways to 
help it survive financially, helping existing groups 
to work on all these issues.

Nikki McDonald
I believe there are three huge issues for Palmer 
Lake, but one of them would be relieved by the 
outcome of the fire department merger. They are 
water, the merger, and the budget. 

As for the water issues, we are very hopeful that 
our new well will help us tremendously. However, 
in saying that, whenever you rely on a well, you 
are using very expensive water. It cost us $1,500 in 
electrical usage to run the well for a three-day test 
run. That does not include testing or chemicals. So 
we will have to look at those issues. 

The second issue is the merging of fire depart-
ments. I feel this is a very important issue, espe-
cially for us here in Palmer Lake. Our department 
has served us wonderfully for many years on a 
shoestring budget. In saying that, however, we must 
realize that Palmer Lake has grown a lot, and we 
need to step up to the plate and give our volunteers 
the support and equipment they deserve as they put 
their lives on the line for each of us routinely. I be-
lieve by merging, we will be able to provide them 
with what they need; we will not have to struggle 
to try to make our fire engine payments yearly. And 

with the added money not going into the fire bud-
get, we can use those funds for police and general 
fund. 

Which brings a solution for now as to the third 
issue and that is our budget. Everyone tries to do 
more with less. However, folks, our staff have not 
received a raise in two years! That bothers me a lot. 
Hope it bothers you, too.

Malcolm “Max” Parker
1. In my current job, I work on large projects 

that require a lot of coordination. I believe that my 
experience in this area would be a great asset in 
performing the duties of a trustee. 

2. The most severe issue facing Palmer Lake 
as well as the rest of Colorado is the lack of water. 
Everyone knows about it, but we don’t seem to be 
making any headway in solving this issue. The 
term crisis may not seem appropriate to describe 
the situation, but we could be using it very soon if 
we are not vigilant. I believe there may not be many 
options for Palmer Lake to solve this problem itself; 
but through continued engagement with the various 
levels of government, the trustees can strive to en-
sure that the town has a clean, safe, and renewable 
water supply.

The second issue is development. Palmer Lake 
is known as an historic place, a community that 
has always prided itself in being an independent 
small town. Recently, there has been more growth 
in Colorado, El Paso County, and the surround-
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         RETAINAGE OF EXCESS 2005 FISCAL YEAR REVENUE
SHALL THE TOWN OF PALMER LAKE, COLORADO, BE AUTHORIZED TO COLLECT,
RETAIN AND EXPEND THE FULL AMOUNT OF REVENUES GENERATED FROM ALL 
SOURCES DURING FISCAL YEAR 2005 TO INCLUDE NON-FEDERAL  GRANTS AND TO 
BE SPENT AS A VOTER APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE FOR THE PURPOSE OF
REHABILITATING THE LAKE AT PALMER LAKE: NOT WITHSTANDING ANY STATE        YES       NO
RESTRICTIONS ON FISCAL YEAR SPENDING INCLUDING THE RESTRICTIONS OF 
ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION AND 29-1-301(1)(A), C.R.S.?

(Continued on page 22)
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ing municipalities. There has also been growth in 
Palmer Lake. Growth can manifest itself in sev-
eral ways: passive growth or smart growth. Passive 
growth is just that—take any or all comers because 
growth is, in and of itself, good. Growth brings in 
money, people, and potential. But along with the 
potential for good, growth can also bring potential 
for problems. Passivity does not always guarantee 
that there will be no problems. 

Smart growth is working to understand and 
balance what is best for the community. If we plan 
successfully, there can be growth that is acceptable 
to all the citizens. Smart growth is laying out the 
framework that provides for the successful devel-
opment of the town’s potential without sacrificing 
the independent small-town image. The town has 
the framework for achieving smart growth—up-
dated zoning ordinances, a comprehensive plan, 
and the elected officials to execute what’s best for 
the town. I believe that there is still some work to 
be done with this framework to adequately protect 
the interests of the people.

George Reese
1. The experience I’ve gotten is from attending 

95 percent of Palmer Lake Planning Commission, 
Town Council, and community awareness meet-
ings during the last two years. My background be-
fore moving to Colorado includes being a partner in 
the family’s Acme Metal Products with my father 
and brothers for eight years. Acme manufactured 
parts for the aircraft and electronic industries. 
After leaving Acme to move to Colorado Springs 
in 1959, I was sole owner of Worldwide Horse 
Transportation for all breeds of horses for 35 

years. During that time, I 
started another company, 

Stockman’s Hay & Grain, to bring higher quality 
products to the region by truck from western Colo-
rado. We then built and operated our A & W Root 
Beer Drive-In & Restaurant on 8th Street. I retired 
from these three ventures 10 years ago, and then 
opened Palmer Lake Motors on Highway 105 about 
18 months ago.

2. I think the two biggest issues are the Palmer 
Lake budget and the merger of Palmer Lake Vol-
unteer Fire Department. The town should listen to 
the people for different options and do what’s in 
the best interest for the people and town of Palmer 
Lake.

Brent Sumner
1. Part of my job assignment at work is to estab-

lish and maintain a budget for our area within the 
company. I work to maintain this budget as many 
surprises occur, and I have always been able to stay 
within the limits. I understand that with limited 
budgets spending has to be controlled and moni-
tored. My job is local, and I would almost always 
be in the Palmer Lake area.

2. I feel the two greatest issues are fire and 
emergency protection and our water shortage. The 
fire department has done a super job with their 
volunteer force, but we should investigate the op-
portunity to merge if it will provide us with bet-
ter coverage. Our fire department should not be 
incorporated into another department but left in 
Palmer Lake as a separate and distinct unit. This 
way, we can assist others and welcome their help 
when needed.

The water shortage issue is a problem that ev-
ery citizen of Palmer Lake needs to be informed 
of and encouraged to help with. This help should 
range from ideas to helping conserve our water.
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By Jim Kendrick
Four of the six candidates competing for four trust-
ee positions on the Palmer Lake Town Council an-
swered questions at Palmer Lake Candidates Night 
at Town Hall on March 25. Recently appointed 
trustee Brent Sumner, current Palmer Lake Plan-
ning Commissioner Gary Coleman, George Reese, 
and Malcolm “Max” Parker spoke to an audience of 
over 30 people. Candidates Gary Atkins and Nick 
Casale were out of town on previously scheduled 
trips. 

Citizens filled out slips of paper asking a single 
question. Todd Bell was the moderator and time 
keeper for the question-and-answer session. Town 
Clerk Della Gins ensured that the questions asked 
were appropriate and nonrepetitive. 

The atmosphere was positive and friendly 
throughout the evening, among the candidates and 
the audience. The reception after the questioning 
also lasted about an hour, reflecting the citizens’ 
interest in talking to the candidates and the candi-
dates’ willingness to discuss their views. 

The following are the questions asked of the 
candidates and their responses. Due to the format, 
not every candidate answered every question. 

What is your vision for 
Palmer Lake?

Sumner
• Promote inevitable growth but keep it under 

control. 
• See if more money can be found for maintaining 

public safety.
• I want to live in Palmer Lake, though our jobs 

would allow us to live anywhere in the county. 
It’s a small town with its own identity and we 
enjoy it.

Reese
• Keep it as it is, as much as possible, as a small 

town.
• We all need to talk to each other.
Coleman
• Palmer Lake has many neat things that should 

not be changed.
• The town needs to control the direction of 

change through the actions of the 
Planning Commission and Town 
Council.

• I like the town the way it is—
that’s why we moved here nine 
years ago.

What would you do about water in 
Palmer Lake?

Parker
• If required to solve the problem, 

I would support restrictions on 
water usage.

• I would support the water 
supervisor in his recom-
mendations and proposed 
solutions.

• The town is called Palmer Lake for a reason. 
When the lake is dry, the town loses its 
identity.

• Restoring the lake is important so it can be 
used for events like fishing and fireworks.

• You can’t have green lawns during a drought in 
a natural savanna.

Sumner
• It’s a gray issue, particularly giving out new 

water permits during a period of drought.
• To sustain controlled growth, permits must be 

given out.
• I support restrictions that have been imposed 

by the town even if it steps on a lot of toes.
• Green grass is not a priority during a drought.
Coleman
• Tough question. The town has built a new well, 

but it is not efficient and it’s expensive to run.
• Water rationing is unavoidable during the 

drought.
• Although my home is serviced by a well, I limit 

myself on well water use to the same number of 
days as the town limits other citizens.

Reese
• There are so many people who want to move 

here, but growth will be slowed for a while due 
to shortage of water.

How will you increase 
town revenues?

Sumner
• Carefully.
• I was raised in a small town in southwest 

Kansas where increasing taxes would have 
been difficult.

• Sometimes it is better to watch costs.
Reese
• The town needs help with taxes.
• Will have to raise taxes to pay for improved fire 

and ambulance services.
What changes would you like 

to see in Palmer Lake?
Coleman
• I kind of like the town the way it is.
• I’d look at making changes to the fire 

department, but only if they would improve it. 
• It would be hard to widen Highway 105 because 

there is very little right-of-way to work with. 

Palmer Lake Candidates Night Mar. 25
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I’d like to make it look better and more 
pleasing.
Parker
• Growth could quickly overrun us.
• Growth should be allowed if it 
benefits all residents, without being out 
of control.
• While 105 can’t be improved much 
in town, it could be improved west 
of town to the border with Douglas 
County.
Sumner
• Local businesses need to grow. 
• Palmer Lake should not have big 
industry.
• More stores of the kind that sell 
folk art and other kinds of tourist draws 
are needed.
• I’d encourage construction projects 
to stay on their timelines, though some 
delays are unforeseen.
• On Highway 105, I’d like to see a 
crosswalk at the ice cream store, some 
left-turn lanes, and some bicycle lanes.
Reese:
• I’d need to think about that, but if 
there are good businesses to bring in, I’d 
want to be a part owner as well. 

• We could use a bank, but not another car sales 
business. 

How will you handle 
complaints?

Parker
• Must listen to comments and observations 

of the people, but you can’t rely on just one 
person’s knowledge and opinions.

• Ask other residents for information, then seek 
consensus, trying to come up with a single best 
course of action.

• Not totally familiar with all the ordinances, 
but cleanup complaints should be handled 
in a reasonable fashion, with the trustees 
encouraging citizens to project a positive 
image throughout the town.

• I am best at interacting, engaging, and listening, 
so that I will be able to distill observations and 
come up with a solution that is best for the 
common good of the whole town.

Sumner
• It’s very important to be open and honest in 

being accessible as a listener.
• I will address the tough issues; if the answer is 

no, I’ll tell them why and keep them involved in 
improving the situation.

What kind of changes should be made in the fire 
department?

Reese
• The districts need to get new board members 

Barbara Ennis
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719.360.6813 mobile
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that can give a little for the good of the 
community.

• I support our fire department and want to help 
them grow financially.

• We have a chief who is doing a good job. We 
couldn’t ask for better.

Coleman
• It is important to keep a fire station in Palmer 

Lake.
• We have great volunteer firefighters. It’s hard to 

find them, but we need more firefighters.
• The town is doing what it should on disaster 

preparedness by having many officials come in 
to speak to us.

• Fire evacuation should be our highest priority, 
keeping in mind countywide and statewide 
suggestions and grants.

What should be done about all the dogs that 
are roaming in town early in the morning and 

evening?
Coleman
• I have noticed that this occurs from time to 

time, and the police should be called if there is 
a problem.

• The police should also be called when there is a 
dog that is barking a lot day after day.

How many times have you attended Planning 
Commission and Town Council meetings? 

Reese
• I have attended over 90 percent of these 

meetings as well as attending Woodmoor/
Monument and Tri-Lakes Fire Protection 
District board meetings.

What is your agenda?
Sumner
• Ensuring we have water.
• Controlled growth only, unlike surrounding 

areas where growth is random.
• Improving the fire department and ambulance 

services in Palmer Lake.
• Preserve a sense of community as new people 

arrive. Invite them to meetings like this to get 
them involved.

Parker
• The toughest issue is water. We have very little 

control over our reservoirs.
• We must plan for mitigation in the future 

through involvement with other government 
agencies to provide a better and more stable 
water supply.

• We need to encourage community awareness 
through more attendance at the Planning 
Commission and Town Council meetings and 
passing information through the town’s Web 
site.

Do you think the police control speeding in town 
properly?

Coleman
• I’ve been stopped!
• You always see people getting away with 

speeding and wonder where the officers are.
• We could do more, but I like the fact that this is 

a friendly town.
Reese
• I’m satisfied with the speed limits.
• I do worry about getting run over when I pull 

out on 105 in the 30-mile-per-hour zone.
Closing Comments

Sumner
• I’m just a concerned citizen. 
• It means a lot to me to keep the community 

going in the same direction. 
• I will listen to people before I act because 

my philosophy is, don’t make a decision you 
may have to revise. So I will get the facts 
and give the time that is necessary to do 
that.

• I’m not a politician.
Reese
• I’ve been coming here to most of these 

meetings for eight years because I always 
meet real nice people. 

• The fire department, police department, 
and children of this town need our help.

• I like to see new things come up in town. 
For example, a new laundry business 
would be a good thing to help increase 
taxes to the town.

• I have no plans to move from Palmer Lake, 
and you can see that I’m not polished and 
not a politician.

Coleman
• We came here to be close to the trains. We 

have found plenty of worthwhile things to 
do here every month.

• I come to all the meetings to give support 
to the town.

• Highway 105 is under the control of CDOT 
(Colorado Department of Transportation), 
a tough organization to work with.

• My desire is for the town of Palmer Lake to 
remain the friendly place that has welcomed 
us.

Parker
• I started my participation with the town 

through the Committee for Citizen Awareness 
when Della (Gins) got us to volunteer. I wanted 
to help fill a full slate of candidates because it’s 
my civic duty.

• We like the town as it is and want it to stay that 
way, so I am concerned about encroachment.

• In our previous hometown in Rhode Island, 
the people created and enforced a strong 
comprehensive plan that kept out McDonald’s 
and larger box stores. I want to do the same 
thing here.
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Joint fire district board meeting Mar. 10

By Jim Kendrick
The boards of the Donald Wescott 
Fire Protection District (DWFPD) 
and Woodmoor/Monument Fire 
Protection District (W/MFPD) held 
a standing-room-only joint meeting 
on March 10 at DWFPD Station 2 to 
announce significant progress toward 
a merger. Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department (PLVFD) Chief Julie 
Lokken, Mayor Nikki McDonald, 
Trustee Brent Sumner, and Town 
Clerk Della Gins attended the meet-
ing as invited observers. All those in 
attendance agreed to continue work-
ing toward this three-way merger. 

The Town of Palmer Lake would 
have to relinquish control of all 

the PLVFD property it owns to the 
merged district. However, the cash 
and land assets of the independent 
volunteer organization, the Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department As-
sociation, would not be transferred to 
the merged district. The association 
currently raises money through a 
variety of activities to pay for the fire 
engine loan and other expenses not 
paid for by the town.

Discussion
DWFPD President Bill Lowes opened 
the meeting by referencing the 
$30,000 study to optimize regional 
fire services by Emergency Services 
Education and Consulting Group 
(ESECG), titled “Tri-lakes Area, 

Colorado Regional Fire Protection 
Feasibility.” He noted that despite the 
fact that the last public meeting was 
in August, these kinds of mergers—
especially among vastly different 
departments—typically take three to 
five years to implement. Palmer Lake 
has always had a completely volun-
teer department, there is no one left in 
today’s totally paid staff at W/MFPD 
who served with the earliest volun-
teers, and DWFPD has always had a 
mix of paid and volunteer members. 

Similarly the source and level 
of funding differs. PLVFD receives 
$48,000 annually from the town’s 
general fund and numerous forms of 
contributions from its supporting as-
sociation. This dramatically contrasts 
with the $900,000 in taxes DWFPD 
receives from its special district mill 
levy from owners of residential and 
commercial property. Woodmoor/
Monument has had a roughly 9.5-
9.9 mill rate for a few years, while 
DWFPD recently changed from 1.94 
mills, supporting weekday operations 
only, to 7.0 mills in 2004 to fund the 
district’s new round-the-clock opera-
tions. 

W/MFPD Board President Bob 
Browning thanked Lowes for ar-
ranging the meeting. In a prepared 
statement, he noted that W/MFPD 
had also “been committed to the con-
cept of unification of efforts in our 
districts for a long time” and “that the 

overall fire and medical safety 
interests of our people should 
and must be placed above other 
lesser considerations that would 
hinder and make this process too 
difficult.” 

Merger presentation
Russ Broshous, W/MFPD trea-
surer, described decisions made 
to date and proposed a “thumb-
nail” staffing plan and a time 
line for the “merger,” the term 
the three boards are using. The 
merged district would be formed 
with voter-approved TABOR tax 
limitation exemptions like those 
currently approved for W/MFPD. 
Tax rates across the three or-
ganizations would be the same 
for all residential property and 
commercial property owners. 
Board representation would be 

proportional, based on 
the number of eligible 
voters in each district. 
No changes have been 
made since the August 
joint meeting regarding 
any of the agreed-upon 
wordings for the mission 
statement, shared vision, 
or goals and objectives. 

This merged struc-
ture is entirely different 
than the largely coopera-
tive fire authority struc-
ture proposed in 2002 
by the ESECG study. At 
that time, the W/MFPD, 
Tri-Lakes Fire Protec-
tion District (TLFPD, 
which is no longer part 
of the merger plan), and 

PLVFD would have retained their 
separate tax bases and rates and kept 
their respective board and town coun-
cil policymaking bodies intact. 

Broshous said that analysis of 
cost projections indicate that a two-
way merger could be adequately 
funded at 7.0 mills. Currently, tax-
payers in DWFPD pay that amount; 
W/MFPD residents pay over 2.9 mills 
more than that, so they would see a 
decrease in taxes. The 7.0 mill rate 
would cost about $90 per year for 
a house worth about $200,000. The 
addition of PLVFD would require an 
estimated mill increase of approxi-
mately 0.1 to 0.3 mills. The May 2005 
goal for the merger vote would ensure 
separation of the merger and TABOR 
exemption ballot issues from the 
more complicated county and state 
issues expected to be on the Novem-
ber 2005 ballot.  

Operational merger begins
The boards would continue to operate 
separately and independently until 
voters approve the merger. Under 
the separate, but parallel, operational 
merger plan, Sheldon would be chief 
and Youtsey would be deputy chief. 
Three other supervisory positions 
were also listed: fire marshal, assis-
tant chief for operations and training, 
and medical coordinator. A large de-
gree of integration of fire and medi-
cal emergency training and services 
between the three organizations is 
planned to be in place at the start of 
2005 so voters can observe how the 
merged districts would operate for 
several months before the standard 
special district election in May. 

Broshous described the long-term 
goal for the staffing plan: W/MFPD 
and DWFPD would both schedule 
six certified people per 24-hour shift. 
Four firefighters, each with a mini-
mum certification of Firefighter I (FF 
I), would man the engine. Each of the 
four firefighters would also be a certi-
fied emergency medical technician-
basic (EMT-B) at a minimum. Three 
would be career full-time and the 
fourth a volunteer. Two people would 
be scheduled on the American Medi-
cal Response (AMR) advanced life 
support (ALS) rated ambulance for 
each 24-hour shift. One would have a 
minimum certification of paramedic 
and the other would have minimum 
certification of EMT-B, plus FF I. 
The current manning of each 24-hour 
shift at the two districts varies from 
this goal. 

Currently, W/MFPD schedules 
five certified people per shift in a 
similar manner. The three firefighters 
scheduled on the engine are rated at 
FF I/EMT-B (or higher.) The ambu-
lance driver works for AMR and is 
rated at EMT-B (or higher), and W/
MFPD provides an FF II/paramedic. 

Currently at DWFPD, there are 
four certified people scheduled for 
each 24-hour shift. The engine is 
manned by two FF I/EMT-B (or 
higher) personnel. The paramedic 
works for AMR, and the driver is an 
FF I/EMT-B (or higher) provided by 
DWFPD.
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Russ Broshous, W/MFPD President Bob Browning, DWFPD President 
Bill Lowes, DWFPD Secretary Brian Ritz, DWFPD Treasurer Brian Feltz, 
DWFPD Board Member Joe Potter, DWFPD Board Member Kevin Gould
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Community Summit on Transportation Jan. 14

In the long-term staffing plan, Broshous 
tentatively proposed the possibility that Palmer 
Lake might someday have two full-time and two 
volunteer personnel (one a paramedic), as well as 
a long-term goal of staffing 24/7. However, as Lok-
ken pointed out after the meeting adjourned, this is 
not possible with the current PLVFD building that 
was built in 1938 and expanded from two to three 
truck bays just over a decade later. It has no room 
for sleeping quarters, is not code compliant, and 
would be too costly to modify for around-the-clock 
operations. 

However, this optimistic long-term staffing 
goal builds on the continuous upgrade of PLVFD 
staff skills, which Lokken has directed over the 
past several years. There are 20 operational volun-
teers: 15 of them are certified as Firefighter I, three 
certified as Firefighter II, and two are upgrading to 
Firefighter I. Additionally, seven volunteers are cer-
tified as EMT-basics, and the others are qualified as 
first responders or qualified to give first aid. There 
are also two supporting administrative volunteers 
who assist with administrative and financial mat-
ters.

Lowes said the planned three-way merger has 
been facilitated by the low debt of each organiza-
tion. Through consolidation refinancing, DWFPD 
has incurred a debt of $659,000 for the expansion 
of its Gleneagle Drive station and lease-purchase of 
its tender and pumper engine. However, they cur-
rently have cash reserves in excess of this amount. 
PLVFD owes about $212,000 on its pump engine. 
W/MFPD paid off all its outstanding debt early this 
year. 

Browning said the financial hurdle to merger 
was resolved. It “doesn’t raise [your taxes] and 
lowers ours.” Lowes added that PLVFD has a lot to 
offer because of “their well-trained volunteers and 
modern equipment that works”—if they can get 
their taxpayers to agree to the 7 mill requirement 
for merger.

Lowes did not discuss TLFPD. That district 
currently has about $1.8 million in debt, $800,000 
of which is from a loan to finance construction of a 

new station on Roller Coaster Road near Highway 
105. In addition, pumper and tender vehicles for 
this new station would need to be purchased, add-
ing to that debt. Even more indebtedness may result 
if another TLFPD facility on Jackson Creek 
Parkway, near DWFPD station 3, is created. 

The board members, the three chiefs, and 
the Palmer Lake town officials voiced their 
support of the plan. They said that comple-
tion of the operational merger by January 
2005 would help convince voters to support 
the merger and the mill levy in May 2005. 

Sheldon noted the brush truck just pur-
chased by PLVFD brings the total to five 
among the three organizations. He said “the 
chiefs need to work the personnel issues” 
and Lokken needs to be fully and equally 
involved in this effort. 

McDonald said she would “need a lot of 
help in selling this to the residents” because 
too many Palmer Lake citizens “think the fire 
department does just fine without taxes.” She 
also said, “The time has come for all residents 
to support PLVFD,” to recognize that this 
merger is in their best interest for continued 
improvement in fire and medical emergency 
service, and that the actual small tax per 
household or business is well worth it. 

Conroy said the districts need to merge 
before the next major fire occurs. He added 
that this merger would help meet the goal of 
a five-minute response time for ALS medical 
service for over 90 percent of medical calls 
across all three districts. Browning said that 
citizens need to recognize and understand 
how well trained and capable the three staffs 
are in providing a higher quality of service, 
that this training costs money, and that fire 
departments in larger neighboring markets 
are only too hap-
py to give fully 
trained staff a 
$20,000 raise 
after the districts 

have paid for all their training. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m.

• Open to the Public
• Season Passes and Punch Cards 
• GPS Yardage System
• Book your Corporate Outing Today
• Women’s Club kick-off meeting

Fri., April 16th — Call for details
• Men’s Club kick-off meeting 

Sat., April 24th — Call for details
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@ K@ KINGING’’SS D DEEREER G GOLFOLF C CLUBLUB!!

info@kingsdeergolfclub.com             www.kingsdeergolfclub.com

19255 Royal Troon Drive ~ 481-1518

2 FOR 1 GREEN FEE
(cart required)

Valid Monday through Thursday anytime and after 
11 a.m. Friday through Sunday. Offer expires 4-30-04.
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Castle House Spring Specials
Herbal body wrap and personalized 
facial combo (reg. $90) only $75 or 

Parafin facial with hand and foot 
parafin dip (reg. $65) only $55 or 

$10 OFF any facial or body treatment
Offers expire 4/30/04

Body Shop April Special
Olympic Athletes Only 

(or those of you who are in your own minds)

$5 OFF any massage
(No prodigals - New clients only)

In-home piano lessons

14 yrs teach-
ing children 
and adults. 

I make it fun & I come to you.

Kevin Knebl 
719-650-7659
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Donald Wescott FPD Board meeting Mar. 17
By Jim Kendrick

The Donald Wescott Fire Protection District (DW-
FPD) held its regular monthly board meeting on 
March 17. All members of the board were present. 
Also attending was board candidate Dave Cross, a 
United Airlines pilot who had previously served as 
a volunteer firefighter and Air Force pilot. He was 
introduced by Board President Bill Lowes. Chief 
Bill Sheldon reported on the progress of the op-
erational merger with Woodmoor/Monument Fire 
Protection District (W/MFPD) and Palmer Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD) since the joint 
board meeting of March 10. Sheldon also updated 
the board on the February Insurance Services Or-
ganization (ISO) inspection.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Dennis Feltz noted that he had prepared 
the paperwork for a $100,000 Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) grant and received 
unanimous approval for the district’s $10,000 share 
if the grant is approved. Recording Secretary Gin-
nette Ritz reported that the state had just forwarded 
tax revenues of $325,000. Total tax revenue for 
2004 is expected to be about $900,000. The board 
unanimously approved a fire truck lease-purchase 

payment of $55,000. 
Final ISO Inspection update

Departments are inspected every 15 years by the 
ISO to help regional insurance providers assess 
their policy risks and to help districts verify the 
quality of their services. It will be six to eight 
months before the department receives any feed-
back on its ISO rating, which is currently 6 for 
hydranted areas and 9 for rural areas. He noted that 
for ISO purposes, brush trucks and water tenders 
don’t count, though they are critical in this area of 
urban-wildlife interface. He said the ISO prefer-
ence to have two engines on every call, each with a 
four-person crew, is a very difficult goal to meet. It 
appears that ISO standards now focus primarily on 
urban settings. 

Merger
Sheldon met with all three shifts of DWFPD and 
W/MFPD during two evening meetings at the Gle-
neagle Station 3 on March 15 and 16. He met with 
volunteer firefighters from PLVFD at their station 
on March 17. He said that the response from all 
those he spoke with was positive. Their concerns 
were allayed when he told them no one would lose 
their position or experience a salary cut or benefits 

change, even though some people’s titles might 
change beginning on April 1. He added that 
the biggest short-term challenge is to bring 
DWFPD full-time firefighters’ pay up to the 
level of W/MFPD pay. This may require two 
or three incremental increases to keep within 
the current 7 mill levy. The budgets and pay 
scales for 2004 will not change. 

Lowes said the pumper and tender that are 
the primary vehicles for operations at Station 
2 will remain there for the foreseeable future. 
Two other engines will be stored at the old 
Black Forest Fire District station on Shoup 
Road by Black Forest Road so they can be 
immediately available during wildland fire 

season. Sheldon said that North Group needs every 
piece of backup equipment it can store indoors to 
handle what may be an active wildland fire season 
(there were two such fires just west of Highway 83 
on March 15 and 16).

Sheldon said he was very proud that the EMTs 
in the merger districts were going to be certified 
on the leading edge combi-tool that provides two 
paths for intubation of emergency patients. There 
is a growing problem with some new drugs that 
can paralyze and totally collapse the airway to 
the lungs. This tool is proving effective in over 90 
percent of traumas. Feltz was tasked with notifying 
the public information officer for the merger, Tom 
Conroy of the W/MFPD board, to include this news 
in future press notifications.

Sheldon said the district’s new brush truck 
should be in service in early April.

Station 3 Expansion
There has been a slight delay on gaining approval 
of the 15-foot setback from the property boundary 
for the additional bay. The district’s engineering 
consultant is working with the county’s Planning 
Division.

Special District Board Election
DWFPD and Donala Water District will jointly 
hold their elections on May 4 at the Antelope Trails 
Elementary School, just across from Station 3, at 
15280 Jessie Drive. Because they are expecting a 
big turnout, each district will have two election 
judges.

There was an extended executive session re-
garding personnel matters. No announcements 
were made after the executive session. The meeting 
adjourned at 10 p.m. The next meeting will be held 
at Station 2 on Sun Hills Road at 7 p.m. April 21.

Faithful Companion
Pet Sitting
Introduces the Pet Taxi

As well as caring for your pet in your home 
or mine, we also will transport them to their 

local groomer or favorite veterinarian.

We specialize in Love & Attention Daily!

Call for rates on our vacation, daycare, or 
pet taxi packages.

Tonya Whaley
484-0677

Woodmoor Resident
Veterinarian’s Assistant
Trainer of Service Dogs

Studio of PianoStudio of Piano
by Pam

A distinctive 
  environment for learning

     484     484--01920192
Located

in Gleneagle

A place for the  student pursuing  excellence
Monthly private lessons with an internationally 

renowned concert pianist/professor are available for 
students as well as a class designed for teachers.

Beginners Welcome

Riding Lessons

(303) 663-8424 ~ 7505 E. Palmer Divide Rd. (1 mi. east of Hwy 83) 
A Not-for-Profit 501(c)(3) organization • www.pinecreekfoundation.org

High Point Academy provides equine-
assisted therapy for children and 
adults with physical, cognitive and 
learning disabilities. Able-bodied
lessons also available.

We need volunteers who want 
to make a difference!
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Tri-Lakes FPD Board meeting Mar. 18
By John Heiser

At its meeting March 18, the Tri-Lakes Fire Protec-
tion District (TLFPD) board of directors approved 
petitions for inclusion of six additional parcels 
and subdivisions east of Highway 83 and signed a 
$788,000 contract for construction of station 2 on 
Roller Coaster Road near Highway 105. Director 
Gary Morgan was out of town.

Inclusion hearings
Board president Charlie Pocock said prompt action 
on the inclusion petitions is needed because the 
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District is stopping 
coverage for these areas April 1. He added that some 
insurance companies notified property owners that 
if they were not included in a fire district within 30 
days, their insurance would be terminated.

Initial hearings were held on the following peti-
tions for inclusion:
• Shamrock Hills filing 3396, containing 

approximately 136 acres
• A 40-acre property owned by Dean and Kristi 

Couture
• Walden III filing 1
• Walden III filing 2
• Kilmer Elementary School 
• A parcel at the intersection of Highways 83 

and 105 owned by the Lewis-Palmer School 
District

All the petitions were signed by 100 percent of the 
property owners.

The inclusion petitions were unanimously ac-
cepted, subject to receipt of formal notification of 
agreement by the school district. A special meeting 
was scheduled for March 24 to hold final hearings 
on these inclusions.

Chief Robert Denboske reported that a petition 
was received for Walden filing 5. The petition was 
signed by 48 of the 49 property owners. He said that 
one of the property owners is a volunteer with the 
Wescott district and refused to sign the petition. Di-
rector and district Treasurer John Hildebrandt said, 
“We will have to go to election.” Pocock added that 
holding the election would add expense and intro-
duce a six-month delay in including the subdivision 
into the district.

Denboske noted that Equine Acres, site of two 
recent fires started by bottle rockets, and several 
other areas east of Highway 83 are collecting inclu-
sion petition signatures.

Financial Report
Hildebrandt reported that as of the end of February, 
the district had received 30 percent of anticipated 
income for the year and had expended 14 percent of 
the annual budget, 2.7 percent less than expected at 
that point in the year.

Chief’s Report
Denboske reported that during February, the dis-
trict responded to 68 calls, bringing the total so 
far this year to 182, a 14 percent increase from the 
same period last year. The 68 calls during February 
were as follows: 32 medical, 6 fire, 22 traffic acci-
dents, 6 public assists, and 2 hazardous materials; 
22 people were transported to area hospitals. 

The chief reported there are three candidates 
for the two open positions on the board to be decid-
ed at the May 4 election. The candidates are Keith 
Duncan, John Hartling, and Jim Lipper. Duncan 
and Lipper were in the audience.

The board voted unanimously for an increase 
from $75 to $100 as payment for each of the three 
election judges who will oversee conduct of the 
May 4 election.

Denboske reported that Insurance Service Or-
ganization (ISO) will be conducting an inspection 
of the district on April 19 and 20. He said the prior 
inspection was conducted 15 years ago. He added 
that ISO reportedly plans to increase the average 
frequency of its inspections to every three to five 
years. The chief said the current ISO rating is a 6 
for portions of the district within five road miles 
of a station and a 9 elsewhere. The chief said he 
discussed the expansion of station 2 with ISO and 
was told the station’s current status will not affect 
the rating.

Denboske reported that he received an e-mail 
from Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict Chief Youtsey inquiring as to whether specific 
streets are within the Tri-Lakes district. Denboske 
said the intent seemed to be to reduce response to 
areas not included in a fire district. He said, “If they 
don’t wish to respond to areas that aren’t covered, 
that is their responsibility and liability. We are here 
to take care of folks.”

EMS Report
Ron Thompson, assistant chief and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) coordinator, reported that 
the district will be attending a grant hearing March 
24 on their application for a state EMS grant. The 
money will be used for a 4x4 ambulance to replace 
ambulance 3, a replacement cot for ambulance 2, 
and two Striker stair-chairs to aid transporting pa-
tients down flights of stairs. 

Thompson reported that a man came to the sta-
tion for a blood pressure check. Brian Jack recog-
nized that the man was having a heart attack, which 
he confirmed using the 12 lead EKG. Jack had to 
then persuade the man to be taken to the hospital.

Thompson reported that Rick Simons and Ron 
Thompson passed their amateur radio license test, 
joining district personnel Larry Dunn, Jim Fergu-
son, Elliot Linke, Rick Simmons, and John Vincent 
in holding such a license. 

Station 2
Rick Barnes, board member and architect for sta-
tion 2, reported that Thomas Construction, with 
a bid of $788,000, was the low bidder on the con-
struction contract for the station. The contract was 
unanimously accepted by the board and signed by 
Pocock. Work on the 180-day project is scheduled 
to start about April 1. Barnes said, “I am very 
pleased with the contract. This station should last 
us a lifetime. For those of us who live east of the 
highway, this means an awful lot.” Hildebrandt 
added, “With another site, we would have had to get 
a well permit and drill a well.” Pocock noted that 
delays in approval by the El Paso County Board 

of County Commissioners cost the district about 
$20,000 in legal and other expenses.

In response to concerns about the district’s level 
of debt, Hildebrandt said, “We have about $1.8 mil-
lion in debt. I was concerned in 1998 to 1999 when 
we built station 1 and purchased a ladder truck. We 
added $1.3 million in debt in one year, but we have 
a growing tax base and have been responsible in 
our use of money. I feel very comfortable with this 
situation.”

District Captain Tom Mace thanked the board 
for persevering with the expansion of station 2. He 
said, “From the ground level, we appreciate it.”

**********
The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District board nor-
mally meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday of each 
month at the district firehouse, 18650 Highway 105 
(near the bowling alley). The next meeting is sched-
uled for April 15. For more information, call Chief 
Denboske at 481-2312  or www.tri-lakesfire.com. 

• Thirteen year Tri-Lakes Resident
• Past member Wakonda Hills A.C.C.
• Assistant Manager P.P.F.F.A.

                    Fire Rehab Service
“Committed to a merger of area Fire Departments 

that will preserve the paid & volunteer system.”

3X5 Ad Our Community News 4/3/04
Word 2000 600x600 dpi 

          Jim Lipper  (719) 481-4050

3rd & Beacon Lite, Monument
488-9007

www.balancedbike.com

Tri-Lakes Area’s Only 
Bike & Ski 
Shop

Bike Sale! (in-stock only)

$5 OFF Bike Tune
With this coupon - Good through 4/30/04

Below: Map of the TLFPD showing properties east of Highway 83 recently included in the district.
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By Jim Kendrick
The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District (TLFPD) 
held a special meeting on March 24 to approve six 
inclusion petitions from the previously unprotected 
(and untaxed) area east of Highway 83 and south of 
County Line Road. Board member Gary Morgan 
was excused. 

In the Nov. 2 election, residents voted against 
inclusion in the Donald Wescott Fire Protection 
District (DWFPD) despite the district having pro-
vided free fire service for about 30 years. Several 
years before the November election, these residents 
voted against being included by TLFPD. Since the 
first no vote, several subdivisions have been added. 

Residents and property owners in the 13-
square-mile voting area were notified by DWFPD 
in February that their free fire service would be ter-
minated April 1; some are now petitioning TLFPD 
for inclusion. The majority of the petitioners live 
within five road miles of the replacement Roller 
Coaster Road station that is to be built beginning in 
late April or early May.

Areas that received approval at one of two re-
quired petition hearings included:
• Two Lewis Palmer School District (D-38) 

parcels: Kilmer Elementary School and the 77-
acre lot at the intersection of Highways 105 and 
83, where a second D-38 high school may be 
built

• Shamrock Hills filing 3396
• Parcel of Charles and Linda Staley
• Parcel of Dean and Kristi Couture
• Walden III, filing No. 1
• Walden III, filing No. 2
• Walden III, filing No. 5, with the exception of 

lot 43 (48 of 49 total lots were included)
The Board of Director’s Resolution had proposed 
the inclusion of all lots located within Walden 
III, Filing 5. However, the legal description of the 
property to be included within the District must be 
modified to expressly exclude lot 43, Walden III, 
Filing 5. This amended description of the inclusion 
area must be listed in the documentation submitted 
to the district court for final approval. It was also 
unanimously approved if the residence on lot 43 is 
sold, the district will notify the new owner of the 
lot’s status and offer to accept a petition for inclu-
sion.

In other matters, the board authorized a new 
formal class A dress uniform that costs $440, 

including hat and gloves. This price was the low 
bid of three uniform companies. Treasurer John 
Hildebrandt proposed that excess revenue, above 
the amount estimated in the 2004 budget, from 
ambulance fees be used to partially or fully reim-
burse the full-time firefighters for their uniform 
purchase. The amount of reimbursement will de-
pend on the amount of excess ambulance revenue, 
which will not be known until December. This is to 
partially compensate for the recent board decision 
to eliminate the fixed annual uniform expense ac-
count each full-time firefighter had previously been 
authorized. The proposal passed unanimously. 

In public comments, OCN requested and re-
ceived a draft copy of a letter that was noted in the 
minutes of the special board meeting held on Feb. 
26. In those minutes, there is a reference to a letter 
of support for Woodmoor-Monument Firefighters 
Union Local 4319 from the Tri-Lakes Fire Protec-
tion District Board of Directors that was approved 
but not made public. 

The letter points to an effort by the TLFPD 
board to affect the outcome of the proposed merger 
of Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District 
(W/MFPD), Donald Wescott Fire Protection Dis-

trict, and Palmer Lake 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. The slate of can-
didates endorsed by Lo-
cal 4319—Bob Hansen, 
Rod Wilson, and Jeremy 
Diggins—all advocate 
inclusion by TLFPD of 
W/MFPD, rather than 
the three-way merger. 
The text of that letter, 
which was signed and 
approved by TLFPD 
and Local 4319 before 
the announcement of 
the merger, is: 
 “The Tri-Lakes 
Fire Protection 
District Board of 
Directors supports 
the objectives of the 
Woodmoor-Monument 
Firefighters Union 
Local 4319, specifically 
that inclusion of the 
Woodmoor-Monument 
Fire Protection District 
into the Tri-Lakes Fire 
Protection District 
could result in better 
fire protection and 
emergency medical 
service to the citizens 
of both districts while 
providing significant 
savings to the tax-
paying residents and 
business owners of the 
Woodmoor-Monument 
Fire Protection District.
 
 Election of a 
Board of Directors 
oriented to the best 
interests of the 
Woodmoor-Monument 
citizens will be a positive 
step in achieving these 
objectives.”
 

Tri-Lakes FPD Board special meeting Mar. 24

VOTE MAY 4TH

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TRI-LAKES FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

♦ 9 years as a volunteer firefighter and state certified 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) with the Tri-
Lakes Fire District including 5 years as Lieutenant/
Shift Supervisor

♦ Management experience: Retired Air Force Officer 
and over 5 years as a Principal Director, The 
Aerospace Corporation 

♦ M.S. Degree in Systems Technology

♦ With over 10 years as a Tri-Lakes resident, I 
understand the district and the emergency service 
needs of our area.

ELECT
R. KEITH
DUNCAN

Voting will be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Station #1,
18650 Highway 105, just west of the bowling alley.

Paid for by R. Keith Duncan
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Woodmoor/Monument FPD Board meeting Mar. 22
By Jim Kendrick

The Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict (W/MFPD) Board held its regular meeting 
on March 22, with all members present. Also in 
attendance were Rod Wilson and Jeremy Diggins,  
candidates for the board in the special district elec-
tion to be held on May 4 at the station, located at 
1855 Woodmoor Dr. George Reese, a candidate for 
trustee of the Palmer Lake Town Council, also at-
tended.

Treasurer’s Report
Chief Dave Youtsey noted that the cost of adminis-
tering written tests on Feb. 21 to 41 applicants for 
a future firefighter position was $246.75, but was 
offset by applicant payments totaling $245. The 
treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously.

Chief’s Report
Of the 15 applicants selected to take the physical 
agility test for the firefighter position, nine passed. 
Each of the top five was interviewed, then placed 
on the list of potential hires. Replacements will 
come from this list for two W/MFPD firefighters, 
Steve Garcia and Rick McNew, who have resigned 
to accept positions with the Colorado Springs Fire 
Department (CSFD). 

Bids on the 1997 Tahoe, formerly Youtsey’s ve-
hicle, have been solicited in three local newspapers, 
with a deadline of March 30. No bids had been re-
ceived as of the meeting. One bid has been received 
since then. 

Three applicants have responded to ads solicit-
ing volunteer firefighters. Two of these live in the 
Woodmoor/Monument district. Board members 
agreed that they would prefer, if possible, not to 
encourage volunteer firefighters who are currently 
working for other districts or departments to leave 
for positions with W/MFPD. Treasurer Russ Bros-
hous will help in interviewing these three volunteer 
candidates.

The board has been working on improving 
the manner in which benefits are presented to 
employees. Members reviewed the paperwork that 
describes the city employees’ menu-style benefits 
package that members of CSFD are eligible for. 
Secretary Bob Harvey, a CSFD captain, noted that 
the size of the city’s employee force helps achieve 
savings, and that the large number of choices of-
fered reflects the wide variety of family situations 
of employees nationwide and the fact that spouses 
often have their own benefits. He added that only 
a few of the many options are typically selected, 
however, and a package that only listed this smaller 
number of options would be easier to read and 
analyze in the future. Youtsey said there needs to 
be 50 or 250 employees to get the discounts people 
expect from a group plan. The discount for over 50 
employees is only possible through a merger, since 
W/MFPD has but 14 employees. Youtsey will work 
on preparing a simpler district package that empha-
sizes only the options that would be most likely to 
be used if a consolidated district were to be formed 
that meets the 50-employee threshold. 

The activity report on the new American Medi-
cal Response (AMR) ambulance from Feb. 20 to 
March 17 was 36 total responses with 17 transports. 
Within the district, the statistics were 32 calls with 
15 transports. The other four calls and two trans-
ports were for emergencies outside the district. The 
AMR ambulance goes out on every call, and the 
AMR ambulance at Donald Wescott Fire Protection 
District on Gleneagle Drive serves as the primary 
backup if a medical call within W/MFPD occurs 
while their equipment is away from the station on 
another incident. Harvey noted that AMR’s ambu-
lance will become increasingly active with growth 
in the area and an older population than Colorado 
Springs, and that the ambulance is providing the 
level of service that has been the district’s long-
term goal for some time. Broshous added that there 
are two paramedics on every call now, one on the 
engine and one on the ambulance. 

There were 39 district dispatches in the month 
of February, bringing the 2004 total to 89. There 
were 4 structure fires, 27 medical calls, 7 traffic 
accidents, and 1 public assist. Medical responses 
resulting from these 39 calls were: 7 advanced life 
support, 8 basic life support, and 19 ambulance 
transports. 

Arrangements have been made to publish a 
monthly article on fire safety in the Woodmoor 
Monthly newsletter and also in the Woodmoor Im-
provement Association newsletter. The articles will 
be offered to the town of Monument for possible 
inclusion in their newsletter as well. 

Inspection forms have been edited to include a 
definition of combustibles and to add words that of-
fer business inspections at the request of owners.

Change in response to areas 
east of Highway 83

There were two North Group automatic aid calls 
at the same property near Thompson Road and 
Filly Road on March 16 and 17. The property is 
in rangeland that is not part of any fire protec-
tion district. Youtsey expressed concern about his 
fire equipment being eight miles away from the 
district; had there been a substantial emergency 
within the district—resulting in a slower response 
time—there might have been legal ramifications 
for a slower response to district taxpayers. The first 
fire, a wildland fire, was the responsibility of the 
county’s wildland team, but their response time 
would likely have been over half an hour, so North 
Group units responded first. The second incident 
was reported as an explosion in a house (structure 
fire) on the same property, and W/MFPD’s pumper 
was the first engine on the scene. This type of fire, 
a reported structure fire, is not the responsibility 
of any county fire agency and is served on a purely 
voluntary basis by North Group.

Also at issue is compensation to the district for 
this assistance. Board member Tom Conroy noted 
that although it costs about $1,000 for each call 
made by the district, the North Group billing stan-
dard is only $167 per hour for the engine plus the 
cost of the firefighters’ salaries while fighting the 
fire—hardly enough to cover the direct expenses, 
even if insurance companies agree to pay. Most of-
ten, these type properties are uninsured and owners 
typically refuse to pay the bill. Fire districts often 
write off the expense rather than file a lien against 
the unprotected and uninsured owner’s property. 

The board agreed to ask North Group to re-
view procedures for calls to unprotected territory 
and to limit the amount of equipment that is sent. 
Also, they will propose that only the first engine 
goes with the lights and sirens on; all others will 
go with traffic with the lights and sirens off. There 
was little enthusiasm for putting a lien on the 
property of the owner who refuses to pay for the 
fire service rendered. Youtsey observed that the 
chiefs of Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
(DWFPD) and Black Forest Fire District (BFFD) 
would prefer not to respond to these out-of-district 
fires because the people in this area voted against 
inclusion by these districts and clearly do not want 
to pay taxes for fire service. 

Diggins explained his role in helping defeat 
the DWFPD inclusion ballot issue, which resulted 
in TLFPD including his home and others in a 13-
square-mile area in its service area. While not a 
resident of W/MFPD, he is seeking election to its 
board as a Monument business owner. He said his 
group voted against DWFPD inclusion because the 
Gleneagle station was too far away. DWFPD had 
money in the 2004 budget to build a station within 
that area, which would have been closer than the 
TLFPD Roller Coaster station that will now ser-
vice Diggins and the others. That distance may 
negatively affect insurance rates for those resi-
dents. DWFPD also planned to have the citizens 
of that area help decide where to build their new 
station.

Harvey recommended that only one engine 
respond to unprotected land and any other vehicles 
respond in a “tiered” non-emergency manner; this 
was approved unanimously. Browning asked Yout-
sey to coordinate this change through the North 
Group.

Election Judges
The board unanimously approved the funds to 
pay for the fees and training costs for two election 
judges for the May 4 election. Mileage and standard 
county stipends will be provided for the judges to 
attend training in Security. 

Merger
Browning briefly discussed progress made since 
the joint board meeting with DWFPD on March 10. 
The chiefs from W/MFPD, DWFPD, and Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD) are 
meeting weekly. Sheldon has met with the firefight-
ers from all three organizations and explained how 
the integration of their separate operations will 
proceed over the rest of 2004. Browning said the re-
maining obstacles to complete a subsequent merger 
of the new consolidated district with TLFPD are 
the construction of the Roller Coaster station and 
the $1.8 million debt of TLFPD—which will only 
increase if they build another station in Jackson 
Creek, a mile from the DWFPD Gleneagle station 
and also purchase a pumper and tender for each of 
these two stations.

The meeting then transitioned into executive ses-
sion regarding personnel issues. No announce-
ments were made after the executive session.

Following the general meeting, OCN asked W/
MFPD board candidates Wilson and Diggins if they 
had any comments on the meeting in general or the 
progress reported regarding the merger. Wilson said 
he was “just a concerned citizen.” Diggins had no 
comment. When asked if they opposed the merger 
with DWFPD and PLVFD, they again refused to 
comment. When asked if they would actively fight 
the merger if elected and attempt to have W/MFPD 
be included as part of TLFPD, Wilson—who is a 
volunteer firefighter in TLFPD—again refused to 
answer and walked away. Diggins initially refused 
comment, but later said he was generally in favor of 
merger but did not know enough specifics about the 
proposal to make a decision. 

Woodmoor/Monument
Fire Protection District 

Seeks Volunteers

WMFPD is soliciting interest among resi-
dents of the Tri-Lakes and surrounding
areas for a volunteer program with the
District. If selected, volunteers will re-
ceive training, uniforms, limited bene-
fits, a retirement, and a preference in
consideration for part and full time em-
ployment. Interested persons should
send a letter of interest, plus a summary 
of relevant experience, to:

Chief, WMFPD
1855 Woodmoor Drive
Monument, CO 80132

Offering traditional orthodontics and…

DAYLE HARTGERINK, DDS,MS,PC
Dr “H” - Board certified orthodontist

15435 Gleneagle Dr., Suite 200 / 596-3113
Complementary Initial Consultation
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Lewis-Palmer School Board meeting 
Mar. 18

By Tommie Plank
Ted Bauman, Benny Nasser, and Jeff Ferguson 
presented the board with a framed display of the 
George Washington Honor Award from this year’s 
Freedoms Foundation National Awards Program. 
This award was given to District 38 in recogni-
tion of the district’s efforts, in partnership with 
Monument Hill Sertoma, to instill in students an 
understanding and appreciation of responsible 
citizenship and patriotism.

After hearing a report from Ted Belteau, 
executive director of Student Services, the board 
decided that Creekside and Lewis-Palmer Middle 
Schools and L-P High School will be closed to 
open enrollment of out-of-district students for the 
2004-05 school year. The limitations do not affect 
children of District 38 employees. Out-of-district 
student enrollment requests for the five elementary 

schools will be accepted and are 
subject to principal approval. 

The board received preliminary 
information regarding develop-
ment of the 2004-05 school district 
budget. The first budget workshop 
will be April 8. School funding 
promises to be particularly rancor-
ous this year, as members of the 
state General Assembly battle over 
a tax revenue shortfall and conflicts 
presented by the Taxpayers Bill of 
Rights and Amendment 23. Rep. 
Keith King (R-Colorado Springs) 
has presented a bill that proposes 
to fund pupil count at the same per-
centage that students attend school. 
High school students, for example, 
often are not in class for the entire 
day as they near graduation, choos-
ing to work part time or take classes 
at the college level. This funding 
plan ignores the fact that teachers 
are usually hired to teach full time. 
“This is a proposal which picks the 
pockets of schools in order to take 

care of the state deficit,” stated Superintendent 
Dave Dilley.

The board was informed of the process being 
used to select a new high school athletic director 
to replace Ken Emry, who is retiring. Dr. Jacobus 
reported that he received 34 applications from 
several excellent candidates. Growing enrollment 
is expected to move Lewis-Palmer into the 5A 
category next year, putting it at the highest level 
of state high school competition. The board also 
approved Dilley’s recommendations for admin-
istrator contract extensions for 2004-05. It was 
announced that Dan Lere, director of Human 
Resources, has been selected as the new superin-
tendent for Pueblo District 70.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District is 
no longer covering property east of Highway 83. 
After meeting with the chiefs of the local fire 
districts, Director of Transportation Hal Garland 
recommended, and the board approved, inclusion 
of Kilmer Elementary School and the 69 acres of 
property owned by District 38 at Highway 83 and 
Walker Road into the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection 
District. 

Dr. Pete Heinz reported on the March District 
Advisory and Accountability Committee (DAAC) 
meeting, noting that the site visit at L-P Middle 
School showed impressively that the school is 
moving forward with a good plan. The next DAAC 
meeting will be held on April 6 at the district ad-
ministration building.

Grace Best Elementary School fifth grade 
students performed the short play “The Ordinary 
Princess” for the board. Middle school forensics 
students also presented selections: Creekside stu-
dent Deanna Thirkell performed “The Tribunal,” 
and L-P students Alex Magerko, Olivia Prosseda, 
Dana Bomgaars, and Kelsey Shingledecker per-
formed “Murder Most Fowl.” 

The next regular meeting of the Board of 
Education will be April 21 at 7 p.m. at the district 
administration building.

By Tommie Plank
Several items on the agenda of the March 
18 District 38 Board of Education meeting 
were in preparation for holding discussions 
and meetings concerning how the district 
can most effectively deal with overcrowd-
ing at the high school. 

The board approved a contract with 
Strategic Resources West, Inc. to update 
the District Growth Plan and to have this 
information no later than May 20. SRW 
has provided growth projection informa-
tion for D-38 in the past; the last update of 
the growth plan was in 1999. 

They also approved two contracts with 
Muegge & Associates, Inc. The first agree-
ment is to provide an update to the 2002 
land appraisal of the 34 acres of vacant land 
southeast of Higby and Struthers Roads. 
This land, south of the high school, may be 
needed for an expansion of the current high 
school campus, either for buildings or for 
playing fields. The district is also examin-
ing, through legal records, how much addi-
tional land is owed to the school district by 

Jackson Creek Development Company. 
A second contract with M&A is for 

an updated appraisal of the approximately 
69 acres of land the school district owns at 
the southeast corner of the intersection of 
Highways 83 and 105. This land was pur-
chased by the school district in 1995, which 
is the last time it was appraised.

In addition to these two parcels, the 
district continues to look for other possible 
alternatives. “We are looking at a variety of 
land options and facility configurations,” 
said Superintendent Dave Dilley. 

In explaining how the process will be 
handled, Board President Jes Raintree stat-
ed, “This is a highly emotional subject. It is 
important to have discussions that are pro-
ductive.” She went on to say that the board 
plans to have three community meetings 
before the end of this school year. Informa-
tion will be available on the district’s Web 
site (www.lewispalmer.org) and in newslet-
ters. Patrons can add their names to a list to 

Lewis-Palmer High School - 
Dealing with Growth
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10% OFF ARIAT equestrian products!
Special Trainer Discount

FREE delivery to the Tri-Lakes area

Call Tim Canon 630-8176
ARIAT representative and Tri-Lakes resident

 (Continued on page 33)



Page 32 Vol. 4 No. 4 Page 33

Did you take lessons as a child and then 
quit out of frustration or low self-

confidence?
I specialize in teaching piano by ear,

and promise you’ll play a song in both 
hands at your first lesson.  Don’t believe 
me?  Come give it a try! We don’t focus 
on music reading.  Conquer your fear 
and let’s have fun learning together!
Final project includes CD recording 

of your playing.

LEARN TO PLAY BY EAR 

Course is 10 weeks.  Charge is $15 per lesson.
10% discount applies if paid in full at first lesson.

Want to just sit down and play 
piano without taking 

years of lessons?

Teacher:  Mrs Wendy Selvig
B.A. Music Composition/Technology and Associates in Church Music

Adults and Kids Welcome

Location: Palmer Lake
Phone:  339-0730

RevNetworks

720-771-2869
Specializing in home users and small businesses.

•   Computer repair and upgrades
•   Computer Optimization
•   Wireless router installation and configuration
•   Networking design and installation
•   Consulting services for businesses

Visit our website
www.revnetworks.com

G.J. (Jerry) Wagner, Tax Advisor
(719) 487-2899 Cell: (719) 351-5935

∗ Personal and small business
∗ Over 20 years experience
∗ Fixed rates for seniors
∗ Reasonable fees
∗ Guaranteed
∗ Electronic filing
∗ At your location
∗ At your convenience
∗ Call for an appointment

15%
discount for new 

clients!
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With First Month’s Enrollment, �����������������
Academy of Martial Arts

1764 Lake Woodmoor Dr. (Woodmoor Ctr), Monument
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House For Lease
4 bedroom, 3 bath house with 
2 car garage on wooded 1/2 

acre lot in Pleasant View 
Estates. $1,200 per month

Call 598-1191

                  It’s Time to 
“Weight No More!”

Y Safe and effective program
Y Great for those very overweight
Y Great for those who have plateaued
Y Can lose at 3-7 pounds weekly
Y FDA-approved
Y Physician’s choice

Free tasting consultation
 719-481-4010www.takeshapediet.com/3904801

Join the 21st Century
And let your business card pave the way!

: Mini-CD presentations
: Business-card size
: Professional
: Created for you personally
: Special rates for first 20 callers

Mike Miller 719-481-4010 www.sonshine-enterprises.com

receive automatic updates and announcements by 
e-mail. Board members may also be contacted by 
e-mail or telephone. 

Decisions will be based on “The High School 
Experience Statement of Values,” which was col-
lected from input and suggestions in a series of 34 
community meetings held two years ago. The doc-
ument states, “We must teach today’s generation 
what they need for tomorrow, not what our genera-
tion needed for yesterday,” and lists the following 
seven values:
1. High expectations of academic success for all 

students.
2. Course offerings and academic opportunities 

that prepare our graduates to compete in their 
worlds.

3. Curriculum that incorporates community 
resources to enhance the classroom experience, 
giving our graduates relevant experiences to 
assist them in school and career choices.

4. A school culture in which our students 
make personal connections and experience a 
personalized learning community.

5. A safe environment for our students.
6. Safety nets and programs for our students who 

might otherwise slip through the cracks.
7. Extracurricular opportunities that engage all 

our students.

Snapshots from the annual chamber 
dinner and silent auction

Need income, independence, 
and fun? Sell Avon!
• Up to 50% earnings on sales
• No Inventory
To buy or sell Avon call

Tri-Lakes area independent sales and 
recruiting representative/beauty consultant

Cynthia Murphy at 574-2445
avonrepmurphy@juno.com

Below: Chamber members and others having a ball at chamber dinner, held at the AFA 
Officers Club on March 13 and bidding on the silent auction items. The chamber thanks 

everyone who donated to the silent auction.

Photos provided by the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial 
board has established a policy that we do not know-
ingly print letters that have appeared in substan-
tially the same form elsewhere.

Please include full name, home address, and 
day and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 
words is recommended. Letters may be edited for 

length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter 
to editor@ourcommunitynews.org or mail to Our 
Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monument, 
Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if 
you send your letter by e-mail, we will send an 
e-mail acknowldegement. If you do not receive an 
acknowledgement, please call 481-4164 to confirm 
that we have received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in letters 
to our community should not be interpreted as the  
view of OCN even when the letter writer is a re-
porter for OCN.

Mighty Mouse
When he wrote The Mouse That Roared, Leonard 
Wibberley could hardly have envisioned a real-life 
mouse capable of so loud a roar as the Preble’s 
mighty meadow jumping mouse of El Paso County, 
Colorado. How grown, educated adults can spend 
endless time and energy, not to mention taxpayer’s 
money, debating the care and upkeep of a pesky 
rodent, simply because it can jump 18 inches in 
the air and—watch out!—actually switch direc-
tion in the process, is stupefying beyond belief. 
One wonders how this world ever succeeded for 
so long in creating and sustaining plant and animal 
species in balanced harmony without the “helping” 
interventions of well-meaning but misguided and 
apparently under-challenged environmentalists and 
animal rights activists. Enough already!

What is really at issue here, of course, is 
“turf”—self-interest above public interest; pres-
ervation of the status quo and bureaucracy at the 
expense of rational progress, territorial protection-
ism and control in perpetuity. I would venture that 
few indeed really give a rat’s --- about a mouse’s 
survival! From distant creation to today, we’ve 
worked hard to stamp out the pesky creatures, and 
I would guess we’ll continue to do so in the future, 
irrespective of mouse genus or species, or how high 
or how far it can jump. And should we win the war 

by bringing the mouse to extinction, most of us will 
celebrate in triumph.

In the meantime, to those who wave the ban-
ner for the poor defenseless rodent of El Paso 
County, as if it has no other place to go or means 
of survival, get a life! If mice are capable of any-
thing, it’s survival! All the folderol and fuss you 
are making about the Preble’s is little more than 
another instance of a mountain going into labor 
and bringing forth—what else—a mouse! Have the 
bureaucrats—including those in the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service—nothing more urgent to do? Giv-
ing us back the fishing lakes you drained last year 
might be a worthwhile place to start!
David Grosse

Re: Tickets on the Road to Tyranny
Wm. R. Landin’s letter (OCN, March 6, 2004) re-
garding his traffic tickets was certainly interesting. 
It appears that he believes that laws he disagrees 
with shouldn’t apply to him. This reasoning could 
be expanded to folks arrested for having mari-
juana—after all, many people believe that it should 
not be illegal and that they should not be prosecuted 
for using or selling it. I think the double yellow line 
rule was exactly what makers had in mind. Mr. 
Landin’s interpretation of “perfectly safe” may not 
be the same as the person who may have turned 
into his path from a side road. The pedestrian or 
cyclist who may have been entering the intersection 
Mr. Landin rolled through may have interpreted the 
STOP sign differently.

If each citizen were allowed to interpret the 
laws to suit themselves, there would be no rule of 
law or man. There are a number of laws and rules 
I don’t agree with, but I take responsibility if I get 
caught breaking them. None of us, including this 
man, are “above the law.” If you “do the crime,” 
then “do the time.” Get real.
 Diane Wilson

Darlene Armstrong
Colorado Artist
Trunk Show
Saturday, May 1st

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

719-481-0250 125 2nd St.

Historic Downtown Monument

You will not find us at the mall.
You will not find us in a box store.

You will not find us in a crowded big city.
You WILL find us in Historic Monument.

You WILL find us with character & charm.
You WILL find our expertise in Hair, Skin, 
Nails, & Massage to be, simply, the BEST!

283
Washington St.

Monument
488-9203
expectations@

cs.quik.com

 

LET‛S GET TOGETHER AND TALK MUSIC!

!
 Adult beginners & re-starters Welcome!

Piano teacher & Vocal coach
In Gleneagle Area

SPECIAL RATES FOR 
LARGER FAMILIES!

Call Joanna for free consultation!
481-4010
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By Woody Woodworth
1. Clean up. General cleanup in 

your lawn and gardens will help 
prevent molds from spreading 
and unwanted insects from 
infesting your living areas. Rake 
lawns vigorously and help aerate 
areas where snow may have been 
sitting longer over the winter. 
Gently rake or sweep leaves and 
debris away from tender plant 
shoots and around perennials in 
the garden areas to help promote 
strong growth at the base of the 
plants. Next time you change 
seed in the bird feeders, clean 
them using a stiff brush and a 
mild solution of one part vinegar 
and four parts water. Get your 
bird houses ready for spring by 
removing the old nest and debris 
and cleaning with the same 
solution.

2. Amend soil. Now is a great time 
to add organic matter to the top 
four or five inches in your garden. 
Good soil should clump a bit in 
your hand. If your soil is a hard 
clay, help plants breathe by adding 
a good composted material such 
as EKO Clay Buster and a little 
sand to the soil. If your garden 
is sandy, moisture needs to be 
retained, so use a soil amendment 
such as EKO compost and other 
organic matter to give it body.

3. Clip and trim. The basic rule in 
pruning shrubs in the spring is: If 
you get a springtime flower on it, 
trim it within a couple of weeks 
after the flower is gone. Don’t 
trim your forsythia, lilacs, plums, 
almond, or any early flowering 
plants. If you left your perennials 
in the garden untrimmed 
throughout the winter, now is the 
time to remove the old stalks and 
seed heads and add them to your 
compost pile. Woody plants and 
most vines do not need trimming, 
but most other perennials can be 
trimmed about two inches from 
the ground.

4. Fertilize. A quick top dressing 
of time-release fertilizer such as 
Osmocote right now will make 
your perennials grow strong 
through the entire growing 
season. As the season progresses, 
use a water-soluble fertilizer that 
has a nitrogen level twice as 
high as phosphorous. Shrubs 
and trees can use a shot of 
granular fertilizer with an NPK 
ratio similar to that mentioned 
above, with the nitrogen level 
being about 15 to 19. Lawns also 
need a shot of a nitrogen-based 
fertilizer. Use organic fertilizers 
that contain dried poultry waste 
or chemical compounds. Either 
way, when you fertilize anything, 
be sure to water it in well.

5. Mulch. Mulches keep the 
moisture in the ground by 

reducing evaporation. They also 
keep weeds under control and 
make it easier to pull the odd 
weed that does happen to grow. 
We use a product called Soil Pep 
in our flower gardens. It is very 
fine in texture and resembles 
forest mulch. Larger areas can 
handle bigger pieces of mulch 
such as small, medium, and large 
cedar bark chips or shredded red 
cedar.

6. Check water system. Check 
your sprinkler heads and drip 
lines to assure you have correct 
direction and flow. Replace the 
battery in your timer, and reset 
the timer to your local watering 
restrictions. Make sure your 
hoses are in good shape, with 
no leaks. They should all have 
proper washers, and all nozzle 
attachments should have positive 
shutoff valves.

7. Organize tools. Check through 
your garden tools for rust and 
dull edges. Inspect the handles 
of shovels and rakes to make 
sure they are safe and not loose. 
Replace the gasoline in your 
trimmers and mowers to assure 
a good starting motor.

8. Get a plan. Gardens change 
as time goes on. Some get 
overgrown, some plants die off, 
and sometimes sun-to-shade 
ratios change. Walk the yard 
and plan your garden changes 
or discuss how you are going to 
improve your older gardens and 
change the landscape. Most jobs 
go much smoother and are less 
expensive if you have a plan and 
stick to it. 

9. Visit your garden center. Find 
out what’s new and exciting. 
Talk to the staff and find 
out what plants are arriving. 
Browse through the seeds, pick 

up some fertilizer, or just stop 
in and say hello. Your garden 
center will be in the middle of 
changing displays, adding stock, 
and making sure you get the 
information you need to be a 
successful gardener. 

10. Plant something. Pansies, 
nemesia, chives, and thyme 
are all hardy enough to stand 
20 degrees. Trees and shrubs 
can be planted now as well as 
wildflower seed and grass seed. 

If nothing else, April is a time 
for getting into the garden spirit. 
Take something home and plant it 
today!

Woody Woodworth owns High Coun-
try Feed & Garden and is a member 
of Garden Centers of Colorado and 

the Green Industry.

High Country Highlights

Top Ten Garden Tips for April
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719-290-5473
TomMaher@Remax.net

�Delivering Dreams One Home At A Time�

www.HouseHuntingInfo.com

GLENEAGLE                 $349,900
Gorgeous custom rancher 6 bedroom, 
3 bath, 3 car garage, 4196 s.f., fully 
finished rancher, tile roof, 2 gas log 
fireplaces, wet bar, large deck , lots 
of beautiful custom features. A must 
see!!!  MLS 386624

Beautiful custom rancher on the 13th 
hole on the Gleneagle golf course. 4 
bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 car garage, over 
3,000 s.f. furnished. Backs to open 
space! Lots of travertine marble, cher-
ry cabinets, and more!!! MLS 393359

GLENEAGLE                 $433,500
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 
The John Newbery Awards

By Judith Pettibone
No doubt, some of your favorite 
books as a child sported the gold 
Newbery Award seal. For me, those 
seals didn’t have much personal im-
port until I took a Children’s Lit class 
in college. Although it now seems a 
silly protest, I took an F on a test be-
cause I refused to memorize all the 
Newbery titles and years of publica-
tion. And believe me, there were far 
fewer titles then! Despite my unique 
memory of the Newbery Awards, 
I now look forward to each year’s 
winner and am not only a reader of 
each year’s selection, but a collector 
as well. John Newbery might be a bit 
surprised.

Newbery, an 18th-century 
children’s bookseller, was the origi-
nator of children’s books designed 

to give pleasure as 
well as instruction. He 
believed in and knew 
good writing and hired 
the best to create books 
for him. He also made 
the books attractive 
with Dutch floral paper 
and gilt edges. Histo-
rians give him credit 
for creating a body of 

work such that children’s books were 
taken seriously and thus became an 
important part of bookselling.

During the 1921 annual meeting 
of the American Library Associa-
tion, Frederic G. Melcher proposed 
an award for the most distinguished 
children’s book published in the 
United States during the previous 
year. He suggested the award be 
named after John Newbery.

It is difficult to select highlights 
from the winners because, of course, 
each Newbery book is a highlight. 
The first award, in 1922, went to The 
Story of Mankind by Hendrik Wil-
lem van Loon, a world history book 
for grades 7-12. The book is still in 
print. In 1923 came the perennial 
favorite, The Voyages of Dr. Doo-
little, by Hugh Lofting. From this 
book, still read today, we have seen 
two major motion pictures. Since 
that time, we have also seen a select 
list of some of the most wonderful 
children’s literature written.

Here are the four most recent 
winners, just in case you haven’t 
kept up!
2004 The Tale of Despereaux
being the story of a mouse, a prin-
cess, some soup and a spool of 

thread
by Cate DiCamillo; Illustrated by 
Timothy Ering, $17.99
Ahhhhh, what a delightful book! 
Written for DiCamillo’s friend’s 
son who requested a story just for 
him, with an “unlikely hero who 
has exceptionally large ears.” She 
does so admirably with her tale 
of a shamed mouse, Despereaux, 
Princess Pea whom he loves, an 
evil rat, illegal soup, and the nec-
essary plot to make it all live. It 
goes without saying that the writ-
ing is wonderful, with charming 
(and not so) characters and with 
a sufficiently complex plot to en-
gage children and adults alike. It 
is not a sweet book; there is both 
cruelty and insensitivity and lots 
of time in the dungeon. However, 
like many fairy tales, it has a 
satisfying and happy ending (for 
the good guys!). DiCamillo tells 

the tale directly to the 
reader, with her appeal-
ing and not overused, 
“dear reader” construct. 
I loved the soft, classic 
illustrations and the 
nice graphic design of 
the book. I believe it 
would be an excellent 
read-aloud book for 
everyone in the family. 
(Ages 9-12)

2003  C r i s p i n : 
The Cross of Lead
by Avi, $6.99
With Avi’s 50th book, 
this prolific, genre-
jumping author wins 
the Newbery. You 
already may know his 

work from the very popular True 
Confessions of Charlotte Doyle and 
others. With Crispin, you are treated 
to a wild, action-packed adventure in 
14th-century England. Crispin has 
been accused of a crime he didn’t 
commit and is fair game to be killed 
for a reward. There is more to this 
book than adventure (a lot of heart 
for one)—a compelling history of 
the times and a mystery as to who 
Crispin really is and what his name 
actually means to his past and fu-
ture. (Ages 8-12)

2002  The Single Shard
by Linda Sue Park, $6.99
Park’s inspiration for this book 
came from her research on two 
previous books about Korea. She 
was intrigued by the mention that 
11th- and 12th-century Korean pot-
tery was considered to be the most 
beautiful in the world. Her curiosity 
as to why this would be so led her to 
write the absorbing and moving The 
Single Shard. Tree-ear is a homeless 
orphan living under a bridge with 
his father figure Crane-man. He is 
attracted to a potter’s studio and, 
while snooping, accidentally breaks 
a pot. Having to pay for the pot gives 
Tree-ear the chance for a very differ-
ent life, with both complicated new 
relationships and a special new skill. 
This is an atmospheric book, with 
enough history to anchor the time 
and enough adventure to keep those 
young readers reading. (Grades 5-8) 

2001  A Year Down Yonder
by Richard Peck, $5.99
This comic novel is set during the 
Depression, and 15-year-old Mary 
Alice is forced to move from Chi-
cago to rural Illinois in order to live 
with her eccentric grandmother in a 
town filled with characters—in the 
unconventional sense—such as an 
itinerant artist and a risqué postmis-
tress. Peck is a spare writer with an 
excellent sense of comic timing, and 
as Mary Alice makes peace with her 
new life, there are many genuinely 
funny moments. Young readers are 
also given an appreciation for De-
pression times and the hardships that 
occurred. (Grades 5-8)

**********
It is a book-loving thrill to scan the 
Newbery Awards list from 1922 to 
2004. Your favorites leap out, and 
you remember fondly the books you 
read yourself and those you read to 
or with your children. You recognize 
those that have become classics. Just 
look at the four books reviewed here: 
You experience a fairy tale, medieval 
England, 11th-century Korea, and a 
small Depression town in the United 
States. If John Newbery’s goal was 
to give pleasure as well as instruct, I 
would hope he would nod in approval 
at the award bearing his name.

For further information, includ-
ing specific criteria for the award, 
see www.ala.org. 

Great Business
Opportunity!

Become trained as a 
skin care and spa 

specialist!

Attend a FREE spa party and learn about 
spa techniques and how to succeed in the 

rapidly growing spa industry.

Call Mary today at 481-4402
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Trust, strength, and technology have built our reputation.
Convenience, security, and service are building our future.

Come see what you can do with Stewart

Stewart Title of Monument
1850 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 103
Monument, CO 80132

719.487.9624
www.stewart.com

No longer at Monument 
Plaza. Doing business as 
usual by phone and ap-
pointment. For all your 
travel needs, call Flo or 
Nancy at 481-3051

Fax 481-3054
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The Service to Mankind Award is the 
highest honor Sertomans can bestow on 
a non-Sertoma member. It is an award 
for select individuals who exemplify 
the highest standards of community 
service. Clubs from throughout the Ser-
toma International organization select 
the most deserving individuals in their 
respective communities.

The Gleneagle Sertoma Club has 
chosen Donna L. Bertram as the Serto-
man of the Year for her long-term and 
continuing volunteer contributions. In 
her 28 years in the nursing, teaching, 
writing, and hospital management ar-
eas, Bertram has demonstrated a multi-
faceted, dedicated approach to “Service 

to Mankind,” with a heavy volunteer 
schedule in Colorado Springs and na-
tionally.

Bertram is chief operating officer 
and senior vice president for Centura 
Health/Penrose-St. Francis Health Ser-
vices. She spends 16 to 20 hours per 
month on her volunteer activities, which 
are health care and community related. 
In addition, she is working on a doctoral 
degree in health services from the Ken-
nedy Western University (online) and 
is expected to complete the degree in 
September.

Bertram named Sertoman of the Year by 
the Gleneagle Sertoma Club

The Lewis Palmer District 38 Board of Education 
received the George Washington Freedom medal 
from the Monument Hill Sertoma for its program 
supporting an understanding and appreciation of 
the benefits of a free society. Sertoma presented 
the award on behalf of the Freedoms Foundation 
in Valley Forge, Pa.

For more than 20 years, eighth graders at 
District 38 middle schools have written essays 
on “What Freedom Means to Me.” Last year, 
more than 450 eighth grade students participated. 
This program is a team teaching effort between 
English and history instructors at the middle 
schools. The submitted essays are then read and 
judged by a Monument Hill Sertoma committee, 
and first-, second-, and third- place winners from 
each school are selected. The winning essays are 
read at a breakfast meeting with parents, teach-
ers, principals, and members of Monument Hill 

Sertoma. Each winner is presented with a plaque 
and savings bond. The three first-place winners 
attend a combined district Sertoma banquet that 
honors students from 33 Colorado Springs and 
Pueblo middle schools during Freedom Week in 
February. 

Five years ago, Monument Hill Sertoma, in 
cooperation with the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service, further expanded the program. 
Once or twice a year, the students who authored 
winning essays become part of a naturalization 
ceremony in Denver. They read their essays on 
“What Freedom Means to Me” and pass out cop-
ies of the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of In-
dependence to the new citizens. In 2003, a student 
in the Lewis Palmer school district was invited to 
sing the national anthem and “America the Beauti-
ful” at the ceremonies.  

From left to right: Don Johnson,Ted Bauman,Jes 
Raintree, Dave Dilley, Jeff Ferguson, Benny Nasser, and 

Rich Rima.

Photos provided by the Monument Hill Sertoma Club

District 38 receives Sertoma Freedom Medal

From left to right: Bill Nance, past president; Donna Bertram; 
Marilyn Maffet, president, Gleneagle Sertoma Club.

Photo provided by the Gleneagle Sertoma Club

Coupon Expires 4/30/04
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Kirt Byerly
719-510-8883

Tack Room SaleTack Room SaleTack Room Sale
For consigners and for 

buyers. Anything used for 
horses and show apparel.
A percentage of sales will go to 
benefit the Boots and Saddles 
Therapeutic Riding Center.

An Inclusive Therapeutic Riding Center ~“In Stride with One Another”

Boots and SaddlesBoots and SaddlesBoots and Saddles
By the Weghe Farms, 7103 S. Hwy 83
Franktown, CO 80116 303303303---688688688---138813881388

Sale Dates: Saturday April 24, 9-5
and Sunday, April 25, 10-3
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Reflections: The Male Vocabulary
By Chase Davis

If 13 years of marriage has taught me anything, 
it’s this: Men and women don’t communicate very 
well. Shocker, I know! My wife actually set the TV 
on fire once to get my attention. Well, she didn’t 
get that far, but the carpet still smells of gasoline. It 
isn’t necessarily my inability to pay attention that is 

the problem; it’s really my limited vocabulary. 

Did you feel that? It was the collective eye-roll 
of women out there voicing their disagreement. 
It’s true, though. Have you ever heard the saying 
“Can’t see the forest for the trees?” That’s the way 
I feel about words. The stream of words that, at 
times, propels toward me faster than the speed of 
light only provokes one thing in me: confusion. 

Have you ever asked someone for 
their phone number and that person 
tosses seven digits at you so fast 
you might as well go ahead and 
calculate pi to the 27th decimal 
place using only your fingers? Well, 
that’s the way I feel when caught up 
in any lengthy conversation. I think 
Einstein had it right too: Lengthy 
conversation is relative. I mean, 
he did determine that time speeds 
up or slows down depending on 
your point of view; I tell you, time 
does tend to slow down when I’m 
in a conversation that involves more 
than four words.

I wouldn’t blame my inability 
to hold a decent conversation just on 
my lack of vocabulary. Usually the 
phrase “We need to talk” translates 
into my imminent demise due to 
some misconduct on my part. That 
phrase initiates a thought process in 

me that is equal only to the stam-
pede seen during the Running of 
the Bulls in Pamplona. How can I 
be expected to carry on an intelli-
gent conversation when I’m think-
ing of ways to get out of trouble? 
This poses additional problems 
when one considers that to find out 
about said trouble, one must listen. 
But thinking about how to get out 
of unstated trouble precludes any 
real attention to the conversation. 
Now maybe you understand why 
we men are always asking, “Is that 
water running somewhere? I bet-
ter go check it out.”

One day, my wife gazed at me 
with a perplexed look across her 

brow. She studied my vacuous face for a minute, 
then asked, “I wish you’d tell me what’s on your 
mind. Just once I wish you’d open up to me and tell 
me what’s going on up there inside of your head.” 
Her question surprised me. I thought everyone 
knew that the only thing inside a man’s head was 
the low hum that resembles high voltage power 
lines. (Don’t quote me on this, but I’m sure this had 
been scientifically proven.) 

Slowly, I came out of my trance-like state, 
saw my beautiful wife intensely staring at me, 
and like a man who has just awakened from a long 
sleep asked one of my more intelligent questions: 
“Huh?” Better than a grunt, I guess, but I’ll get to 
that in a minute. She asked me again what’s going 
on inside my head and proceeded to get mad when 
I answered, “Nothing.” “You never tell me what 
you’re thinking,” she said again. So, I said, “If you 
really want to know what I’m thinking, I’ll tell 
you.” Her face lightened with relief, thinking that 
finally she would get inside and find out what that 
low hum is all about. “I’m wondering if I have any 
clean socks.” It was her turn to mutter something 
untranslatable.

My five-year-old son and I sat at the kitchen 
table one Saturday afternoon eating lunch. The fol-
lowing is an entire conversation we had discussing 
whether or not he wanted a piece of my sandwich:
Me: grunt? (Pointing to sandwich.)
Him: grunt. (Shaking head.)
Me: grunt? (Are you sure, it’s good, I made it 

myself?)
Him: grunt. (Shaking head.)
Me: grunt. (Okay.)
Him: grunt. (Thanks anyway.)

An entire conversation with no words, and it 
was perfectly clear to each what the other needed 
and wanted.

And what kind of question is “Are you listen-
ing to me?” Now seriously, what woman truly 
wants an answer to that question? That falls in the 
same category as “Does this dress make me look 
fat?” or “Sometimes I feel like crying,” which my 
six-year-old daughter actually said to me one after-
noon. Is that water running somewhere? I better go 
check it out.

Monument—Sundance Studio
1450 Cipriani Loop, just E. of I-25
   9:15 am Tues*, Thurs*
Gleneagle — Family of Christ 
Lutheran Church 675 Baptist Rd.
   9:00 am Mon*, Wed*, Fri*
   6:00 pm Tues, Thurs
   8:30 am Saturday

(*Child care available)

Call 488-5776

Unlimited
Classes
$20 - EFT 

Registration
or $8/Week

(10 week min.) 
New Students Only

Not valid with other offers
Good through 4/30/04

All fitness levels welcome.

    Total Body Workout in Only 1 Hour 
Fitness Designed to 

Put a Smile on Your Face
No Long Term Contracts ~ Start Anytime!

Tuesday - Friday 10-5, Sat. by Appointment

Palmer Lake 
Apartment

1,150 sq. ft., np/ns 
Available Now. Lease 

$775+utilities.
Call for appointment and application 481-2671

11 am - 6 pm
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Reflections: It Ain’t Yo Mama’s Saks
By Judith Pettibone

It ain’t yo Mama’s Saks Fifth Avenue anymore. At 
least, not by the look of a recent catalog. 

We’ve encouraged our oldest daughter, a recent 
college grad, to establish some credit—not to really 
USE mind you, just to HAVE. Along with a regular 
credit card, her Dad suggested finding a department 
store she liked as a place to begin. I noticed her 
Saks card one day and felt a fleeting surprise at her 
choice. Cost of the average item notwithstanding, I 
was thinking fashions for me, her mother, perhaps, 
not for her. After all, I used to go shopping there.

My aunt, a nearly five-foot-tall woman of im-
peccable fashion sense with a wardrobe of hats and 
matching colored gloves, used to take me to Saks 
Fifth Avenue. I would be perched at her side as she 
pulled out of the garage in her gigantic Cadillac, 
barely able to see over the steering wheel. I would 
smooth my current Aunt Kathryn-dress in anticipa-
tion of getting a new one from Saks. It was an oc-
casion filled with dignity and glamour … and I was 
instructed to whisper. 

I’m no naïf when it comes to retail change. 
After all, I know that Abercrombie and Fitch, the 
hip clothing retailer, is no longer a stodgy supplier 
of outdoor gear for old guys. In fact, it can, on oc-
casion, be a purveyor of soft porn, as witness the 
brouhaha over one of last year’s catalogs. 

But when did Saks become the darling of the 
twenty-something, young working woman? Just 
flipping through the pages of the newest mailing 
made me certain that Saks was not for me and that 
my Aunt Kathryn would no longer have been a cli-
ent. Expensive, hip-to-the-hop clothes—such as 
a short-sleeved, gray hoodie for $155 or the cute 
little double-ruffled, top-of-the-thigh skimming 
chiffon skirt for $165—fill the pages. Now I know 
you can add, but note that’s $320 for the ensemble 
(not including a $60 requisite plain tank top). And 
so I wondered, who are these “new” customers? My 
daughter wondered, too.

She admitted to getting the Saks card because 
in wandering through the store one day, they of-
fered her an additional 15 percent off a sale pair of 
clogs. As we talked, she wondered about the entire 
idea of credit. “Having” credit, but not “using” 
credit (because you have to be responsible), so 
it would be there when you need it for that car or 
house. Hmmmm... 

Our daughter has a pretty decent job for a 
brand new grad, and not being able to afford a 
single thing in the recent Saks offering made 
us think. Who could afford a nifty $320 casual 
outfit? (Why they would want to purchase it is 
another debate altogether.) We decided, after ex-
cluding possible trust-funders or those with suck-
ers for parents, absolutely no one. Not unless...

Not unless you go into debt. Lots of 
debt. I took the catalog and our theory to 
a friend. My opening question as to who 
could afford these clothes was cut off mid-
sentence. “Young working women with lots 
of retail debt,” she answered. “One of my 
young co-workers leaves her credit card 
bills for everyone to see, and she has a con-
tinuing running balance of over $5,000!” 
Gulp.

It’s no crime for those credit card 
companies to be sitting out on the quads 
of college campuses, hawking to every 
18-year-old college freshman free T-shirts 
with credit cards attached. But it could be 
criminal. It’s such a tease to have a credit 
card, because we all know that it “doesn’t 
cost anything when you swipe it.” Those 
cards at 18 may lead to five-grand balances 
at Saks or Abercrombie and a young life 
saddled with debt—credit used but not 
owned. 

Geez Louise, we now have to add Mas-
terCard warnings to our already long list of 
cautionary tales for our pre-adult children. 

Life was sure simpler when all I had to think about 
was whether I wanted a pink or lavender party 
dress from Saks. 
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Folk Art Gallery
Custom Framing, Artwork, and Gifts

SPRUCE UP YOUR HOME
FOR SPRING

Stop by to enjoy new spring colors 
for home décor!

251 Front Street, Suite 7
Downtown Monument ~ 719-481-8552

www.lucysfolkartgallery.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am - 5:30 pm, Sat 10 am - 2 pm

Let’s get those 
pictures out from 
under the bed!

Pleasant View Estates 
Neighborhood Garage Sales

Saturday, May 8, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Many Sales!!! With many items!!!

Near Fox Run Park. W of Roller Coaster off Stella or 
E of I-25 on Baptist Rd. (Exit 158) Right on Tari Dr. 

Info: 487-8387

Our Community News maintains an extensive web site that includes back-
ground information on the paper and all the back issues. You can download 
all the issues or read them on-line.

The contents/search function takes you to a powerful search tool that 
can find all appearances in the back issues of any word or phrase. To save you 
time, the results show the context in which the word or phrase first appears 
on each page.

Hyperlinks are included in many of the stories so you can immediately 
go to the referenced sites or send e-mail to the various points of contact.

All this adds up to what we think is one of the best web sites around for 
Tri-Lakes area information. We think it will be become one of your favor-
ites.

Next time you are surfing the web, we would love to have you stop by 
our site and then let us know how you like it and what we can do to make it 
better.

OCN - The Web Site:
www.

ourcommunitynews.
org 

Support 
Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

We offer very inexpensive ads. Our rates are a 
fraction of what you would pay in local commercial 

newspapers. Every month 10,200 copies of OCN 
are delivered by mail to residents throughout the 

Tri-Lakes area. 

For more information, call John Heiser, Advertising 
Editor at 488-9031

By Leon Tenney
Jeanne Varnell spoke to the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society on March 18 and told us of the Colorado 
Women’s Hall of Fame that is celebrating its 20th 
year. She also told us of growing up here in the 
Tri-Lakes area—in the house with the white picket 
fence just across from the Monument Town Hall. 

From her book’s story of the lives of 59 Colo-
rado women spanning two centuries, Varnell chose 
several to talk about. She told us of women who 
were prime ministers, Miss Americas, legislators, 
and congresswomen. Some of these women are in 
the National Women’s Hall of Fame. 

One of these was Frances Wisebart Jacobs, 
who became known as the Florence Nightingale of 
Denver’s tuberculosis camps. Medical knowledge 
of the time encouraged people to move to arid 
climates to treat the symptoms of TB. Frequently, 
these people spent all their money just to get to 
Denver and then wound up in squalid camps liv-
ing off the charity of the community. Jacobs helped 
organize the local charities into a comprehensive 
system of relief for these folks, and she helped or-
ganize one annual charity drive to collect money. 
Among her many other activities, she started the 
first free kindergarten.

Next, Varnell turned to Dr. Florence Rena Sa-
bin, who was regarded in her time as the world’s 
foremost woman scientist. Sabin had an unusual 
childhood, spending time in many locations with-
out her mother’s guiding hand. She eventually 
graduated from Smith College and was one of the 
first women in the new doctor’s school at Johns 
Hopkins University. She did much work on stem 
cells and ended up at the Rockefeller Research 
Center. She retired at age 68 and returned to Colo-

rado, but her contributions to public health were 
not over. She helped revise the state’s health laws 
that had not been updated since Colorado became a 
state in 1876. Her accomplishments were so many 
and large that there is a statue of her in the nation’s 
capital—the only Coloradoan to receive such an 
honor.

Varnell could not help mentioning Patricia 
Scott Schroeder, who became a congresswomen 
in the wake of the Vietnam War in the early 1970s. 
Among her many accomplishments was to help 
start the Women’s Caucus. She became known as 
the dean of women in Congress.

Finally, Varnell told us of the local women who 
had made significant contributions to Colorado life. 
Isabella Bird was one of the first women to travel 
extensively in Colorado, writing her book Life in 
the Rocky Mountains, in which Palmer Lake was 
described. Helen Fiske Hunt Jackson wrote the 
novel Ramona that dramatized the plight of the 
American Indian. Frances McConnell Mills was a 
pioneer toxicologist and forensic pathologist. Var-
nell told us of her own ancestry and growing up in 
Monument. In addition to all their famous doings, 
most of these women had it all when they got mar-
ried and raised many children. 

Naturally, not all these lives can be described 
in one short article. Those of you who want the 
facts should read Jeanne Varnell’s book Colorado 
Women of Consequence. 

Next month, the society will hear from an ex-
pert pioneer, Robert Connerly.

The Society Page: 
Society and the Colorado Women of 

Consequence
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CLASSIC FLOORS CF
DirectYour local dealer for reasonably priced  

carpet, tile, vinyl, hardwood, and counter tops. 
Monument Plaza Shopping Center (Next to the Post Office)

481-3146
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Free tax assistance
Trained AARP volunteers will be available every Monday and Thursday until April 15 from noon 
to 3 p.m. to answer questions and to assist filers in completing their federal and state income tax re-
turns.  On Mondays, they will be at the Monument Town Hall; on Thursdays they will be at Tri-Lakes 
Cares’ new location near the Presbyterian Church in Monument. Volunteers will assist taxpayers in 
claiming any Earned Income Credit, Child Tax Credit, and/or Education Credits the taxpayer might 
be entitled to and in preparing the following forms:  Schedules A, B, C-EZ, EIC, D, R, and SE, as 
well as forms 2441, 8812, and 8863.  Taxpayers with more complicated returns should seek the ad-
vice of a paid professional. Filers are asked to bring their W-2s, 1099s, and other materials needed 
to complete their 2003 return, plus a copy of their 2002 tax return.  For more information, call Jim 
Taylor at 488-1317.

Black Forest explores incorporation
A committee to explore the feasibility of incorporating Black Forest and to examine methods of 
avoiding potential annexation of portions of unincorporated Black Forest by any city has been 
formed under the umbrella of the Black Forest Community Club (BFCC). 

The committee has been charged with gathering information as it pertains to these matters and 
will present current information on April 8 at the regularly scheduled meeting of the BFCC. This 
meeting will be for the purpose of explaining the mission of the committee, describing the method-
ology to be used to develop the information, and soliciting volunteers interested in serving on any 
of the subcommittees. The committee is looking for volunteers with experience in numerous areas. 
Black Forest residents interested in serving on a committee are encouraged to attend this meeting. 

Information is available at www.blackforest-co.com/bfcc/.

Library Channel airs local program
Adelphia cable channel 17, the Library Channel, will air Tri-Lakes Today, a 30-minute public affairs 
program featuring news and information about the Tri-Lakes area, on Apr. 16, 17, and 18 at 1, 3, 5, 7, 
and 11 p.m. Tri-Lakes Today normally airs the third weekend of each month.

Pine Forest Antique Show
The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is sponsoring the 28th Annual Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale on 
April 17,  10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and April 18, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The event is held at Lewis-Palmer High 
School in Monument, located off I-25, exit 158 or 161.  All proceeds benefit community schools and 
services.  Tickets are $5 for adults (13 and over).  Visit www.tlwc.net for more information.  Inter-
ested dealers can contact Minch Antique Show Management, LLC, 204 North Link Lane, #1, Fort 
Collins, Colorado 80524, (970) 484-1242.

County Planning Commission to hear Wal-Mart project 
County Planning head Carl Schueler announced that the Wal-Mart project proposed for Baptist Road 
has been tentatively scheduled to be heard by the County Planning Commission on April 27, 9 a.m., 
at 27 E. Vermijo, Colorado Springs. For more information, contact John Heiser at 488-9031.

Cinco de Mayo celebration
Antelope Trails Elementary School will observe Cinco de Mayo with a school-wide celebration on 
May 5. Led by the school’s Spanish teacher, Maria Claflin, and music teacher, Deanie Allen, this an-
nual event is the culmination of a Spanish unit that incorporates history, art, music, Spanish, PE, and 
technology. Students from every grade level will perform traditional Spanish songs and dances. The 
students will perform at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on May 5. Following the performances, students will 
visit Antelope Trails’ version of a Mexican marketplace, where they can sample traditional Mexican 
fare such as tamales, sopaipillas, and salsa. Antelope Trails is located at 15280 Jessie Drive in Gle-
neagle. For more information, call Deanie Allen or Maria Claflin at Antelope Trails at 234-4100.

Tri-Lakes Views 2004
After launching a highly successful art show last year, Tri-Lakes Views is back with another event. 
Tri-Lakes Views 2004 is a juried art show that will be on display throughout the month of June in the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (the historic Kaiser Frazer building in Palmer Lake).

This year’s show will feature artists from all art media and again have a special place for juniors. 
Scholarships have been set aside to offset the student’s entry fees.  Cash prizes will go to winners in 
Best of Show, Best Painting, Best Photography, Best Three-Dimensional Art, and Judges Awards in 
Adult and Junior Divisions.

Applications for entries are now being accepted; the deadline is May 15.  For further information 
on how to submit art for the show or to purchase tickets to the gala opening, contact Sandra Kinchen 
at 481-0475, or visit the Web site at tri-lakesviews.org.

Colorado Xeriscape Garden Tours Planned for June
Tours of award-winning, colorful private gardens that use water wisely are planned in three Front 
Range cities June 19 and 20, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sponsored by Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
and Colorado WaterWise Council, the tours will demonstrate water conservation principles in the 
home landscape. Six private gardens in Colorado Springs, Denver, and Boulder will offer ideas to 
help your own garden and landscape survive Colorado’s drought. Hostesses and expert gardeners will 
be on hand at each stop to answer questions and to describe Xeriscape principles and ideas. Plants 
will be labeled, and, in many cases, the homeowners will be on hand to answer questions. Xeriscape 
resource guides and garden information sheets will be available at each tour garden. 

Tickets are $15 per city and are a tax-deductible contribution to Colorado Federation of Garden 
Clubs,  Inc. Each ticket is a map to all six gardens for that city’s tour. 

Visit the official Web site for the Xeriscape Garden Tours (www.coloradogardenclubs.org) for 
up-to-date information and tour garden photos (as soon as they become available). For information, 
call Doris Duckworth, 481-4608.

Special Events and Notices

Spring into Life!
With a Massage 

from Tina

4 – 1 Hour Massages     $150
2 – 1 Hour Massages     $80
1 – 1 Hour Massage     $45

Now offering Chair Massage!

Tina M. Richter, LMT
Monte Verde Building
325 2nd Street, Suite K
Monument, CO  80132

719-291-4261

Chris Carnes
Licensed Skin Care Therapist

Tan Lines in the Jackson Creek Shopping Center
1036 W. Baptist Rd.

487-9895 (Messages: 487-8401)

Specials!
Plan Ahead and Save! You MUST ask for 

Specials when appointment is made.

Facial Madness Mondays
April 5, May 3, and June 7

20% OFF All One-Hour
Facials, Micro, MK, and Peels
Thrifty Thursdays
April 15, May 13, and June 17

20% OFF All Waxing
First Time or Maintenance

Product Days
April 22, May 20, and June 17

20% OFF All my products

Housecleaning
Monument-Black Forest
20 years of experience
Honest, dependable
I provide all supplies.

References available 495-6772

Coat Care

Walking

Special Care

Medication
& Treatment

Home Care Available

719-488-6593 or 719-338-9719
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Our Community Calendar
Although we strive for accuracy in these list-
ings, you are strongly urged to double-check 
the time and place of any event you wish to 
attend by calling the info number for that 
event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, 
Thu., Apr. 1, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. Normally meets the 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.  

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, 
Mon., Apr. 5, 5:30 p.m., special workshop; 
6:30 p.m., regular meeting, Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally meets the 1st and 
3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Sheriff Crime Prevention 
Meeting, Tues., April 6, 7 pm - 8 pm, 
Glen Eagle Golf Club, 345 Mission Hill 
Way.  Updates with New Crime Prevention 
Program specific to our area.  No RSVP 
necessary.  Info: 520-7151.

• El Paso County Water Authority, Wed., 
Apr. 7, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor 
Hearing Room. Normally meets the 1st Wed. 
each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association 
Board Meeting, Wed., Apr. 7, 7 p.m., 
Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr. 
Normally meets the 1st Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.  

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., 
Apr. 8, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally meets the 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Baptist Road Rural Transportation 
Authority (BRRTA) Meeting, Apr. 9, 2:
30 p.m. (rather than the usual 1:30 p.m.) at 
Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St.  Info: 
884-8017.

• Monument Parks and Landscape 
Committee, Tue., Apr. 13, 6:30 p.m., 
Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally 
meets the 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 884-
8017. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District, 
Tue., Apr. 13, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. 
Normally meets the 2nd Tue., of each month. 
Info: 488-2525.

• Forest View Acres Water District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 14, 7 p.m., Arapahoe 
Well Building. Normally meets the 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: 488-2110. 

• Monument Planning Commission, Wed., 
Apr. 14, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 
166 2nd St. Normally meets the 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission 
Workshop, Wed., Apr. 14, 7 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets the 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board 
Meeting, Thu., Apr. 15, 7 p.m., Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and 
Jefferson. Normally meets the 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-4700. 

• Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Apr. 15, 7 p.m., conference 

room at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. 
Normally meets the 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 481-2312.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, 
Mon., Apr. 19, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally meets the 1st and 
3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission, 
Tue., Apr. 20, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd 
Floor Hearing Room. Normally meets the 3rd 
Tue. and optionally the 4th Tue. each month. 
Info: 520-6300. 

• Monument Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Tue., Apr. 20, 6:30 p.m.,130 2nd. 
St. Normally meets the 3rd Tue. each month. 
Info: 481-4886.  

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
Board, Wed., Apr. 21, 7 p.m., Station #2, 
15000 Sun Hills Drive. Normally meets the 
3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-8680 or 599-
4068. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission 
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 21, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Normally 
meets the 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-
2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection 
District Board Meeting, Mon., Apr. 26, 8 
a.m., 1855 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets 
the 4th Mon. each month. Info: 488-3303. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission, 
Tue., Apr. 27, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd 
Floor Hearing Room. Tentatively scheduled 
is a hearing of the Baptist Road Wal-Mart 
project. Info: 520-6300. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 28, 4:30 p.m., district 
office, 174 North Washington St. Normally 
meets the 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
6868. 

• Monument Police Advisory Committee, 
Wed., May 26, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally meets the last 
Wed. every second month. Info: 481-2954.  

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S

• The Palmer Lake Library hours are 
Monday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Wednesday 10 
a.m.–8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and 
Saturday 10 a.m.–2 p.m., 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours 
are Mon.–Thur., 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 
10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun., 1–5 p.m., 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Storytimes, every 
Tue., 10:15 & 11:00 a.m. For preschoolers 
ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every 
Wed., 10:30 a.m. Stories and more for 
toddlers and children. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library Toddler Time, every 
Thu., 10:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., Rhymes & 
rhythms for kids up to 24 months. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Snuggle-Up 
Storytimes, every Thu., 7 p.m. Evening 

stories; PJs and blankies welcome. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument and Palmer Lake Libraries: 
Prizes for Poetry, Celebrate National Poetry 
Month by reading your favorite poem to 
library staff and receive a prize. One prize/per 
poet/per day throughout April. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr., 
and Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 488-2370, 481-2587. 

• Monument Library Foolish Family Fun: 
Martial Arts, Sat., Apr. 10, 1:30 p.m. Curious 
about martial arts? Come to your library and 
watch a demonstration. Meet adults and kids 
involved in this ancient practice. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Teen Read ‘n’ 
Feed, Tue., Apr. 13, 3:30–5 p.m. All teens 
are welcome to join this lively discussion 
about their favorite series (or trilogy) books. 
Books, pizza, and friendship combine for a 
great afternoon. Munchies provided. Meets 
every 2nd Tue. of the month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Teens: Power of the 
Pen Writer’s Workshop: Sing Me a Song, 
Tue., Apr. 20, 3:30–5 p.m. Join this creative 
group of teens to discuss writing techniques 
and share companionship with others who 
love to write. Writers will use a favorite 
poem or song as a springboard to tell a story. 
Meets every 3rd Tue. of the month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

Adult Programs

• The Palmer Lake Library hours are 
Monday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Wednesday 10 
a.m.–8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and 
Saturday 10 a.m.–2 p.m., 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours 
are Mon.–Thur., 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 
10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun., 1–5 p.m., 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Storytimes, every 
Tue., 10:15 & 11:00 a.m. For preschoolers 
ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every 
Wed., 10:30 a.m. Stories and more for 
toddlers and children. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library Toddler Time, every 
Thu., 10:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., Rhymes & 
rhythms for kids up to 24 months. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Snuggle-Up 
Storytimes, every Thu., 7 p.m. Evening 
stories; PJs and blankies welcome. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument and Palmer Lake Libraries: 
Prizes for Poetry, Celebrate National Poetry 
Month by reading your favorite poem to 
library staff and receive a prize. One prize/per 
poet/per day throughout April. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr., 
and Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
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Glenway. Info: 488-2370, 481-2587. 
• Monument Library Foolish Family Fun: 

Martial Arts, Sat., Apr. 10, 1:30 p.m. Curious 
about martial arts? Come to your library and 
watch a demonstration. Meet adults and kids 
involved in this ancient practice. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Teen Read ‘n’ 
Feed, Tue., Apr. 13, 3:30–5 p.m. All teens 
are welcome to join this lively discussion 
about their favorite series (or trilogy) books. 
Books, pizza, and friendship combine for a 
great afternoon. Munchies provided. Meets 
every 2nd Tue. of the month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Teens: Power of the 
Pen Writer’s Workshop: Sing Me a Song, 
Tue., Apr. 20, 3:30–5 p.m. Join this creative 
group of teens to discuss writing techniques 
and share companionship with others who 
love to write. Writers will use a favorite 
poem or song as a springboard to tell a story. 
Meets every 3rd Tue. of the month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

For other library events, please check http:
//ppld.org/communityconnections /calendar.

L P H S  E V E N T S

Info: Ken Emry, Lewis-Palmer High School 
Athletic/Activities Director, 488-4732
• Boys Varsity Baseball at LPHS

Thu., Apr. 1 vs. Liberty, 4 p.m.
Tue., Apr. 6 vs. Pine Creek, 4 p.m.
Sat., Apr. 10 vs. Sand Creek, 10 a.m.
Tue., Apr. 20 vs. Woodland Park, 4 p.m.

• Girls Varsity Golf CSML Match
 Thu., Apr. 22, 3:15 p.m.
• Girls Varsity Soccer at LPHS
 Sat., Apr. 3 vs. Palmer, 2 p.m.
 Tue., Apr. 13 vs. Sand Creek, 4:30 p.m.
 Tue., Apr. 20 vs. Liberty, 4:30 p.m.
 Sat., Apr. 24 vs. Pine Creek, 10 a.m.
 Fri., Apr. 30 vs. Air Academy, 7 p.m.
• Girls Varsity Tennis
 Tue., Apr. 6 vs. Doherty, 3:15 p.m.
 Thu., Apr. 8 vs. Coronado, 3:15 p.m.
 Tue., Apr. 13 vs. Cheyenne Mtn, 3:15 p.m. 

Thu., Apr. 22 vs. Rampart, 3:15 p.m.

O T H E R  E V E N T S

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, 
every Monday, 5:30–6:30, Oracle Building 
off Voyager Parkway. Info: call Don, 481-
8435, or visit www.d26toastmasters.org.

• Larkspur Leads Group, Wed., Apr. 7, 
4 p.m., 8977 So. Spruce Mountain Rd. 
Come meet this group of self-employed 
small business owners whose purpose is to 
generate business for each other. Only one 
representative from a business category 
allowed. Normally meets the 1st and 3rd 
Wed. each month. Info: 303-681-2726 or 
kriscutbirth@aol.com. 

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes 
Chapter, Thu., Apr. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument 

near the bowling alley. Normally meets the 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Black Forest Community Club, Apr. 8.  
A Committee to explore the feasibility of 
incorporating the Black Forest and to examine 
methods of avoiding the potential annexation 
of portions of unincorporated Black Forest 
by any city has been formed.  The committee 
is looking for volunteers with experience 
in numerous areas.  We encourage any BF 
resident who may be interested in serving 
on a committee to attend this meeting.  Info: 
http://www.blackforest-co.com/bfcc/

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly 
Social & Dinner, Thu., Apr. 8, 6:30–9 p.m., 
Woodmoor Country Club. Connect with 
women in business. Normally meets the 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: Tonya Whaley, 484-
0677; Rhonda Fullmer, 481-6352.

• Western Museum of Mining and Industry 
Super Saturday: Colorado Crystals, Sat., 
Apr. 10, 1 p.m. In the Colorado mountains, 
crystals grow in all different shapes, sizes 
and colors. Venture to the museum to see 
some of Colorado’s wonderful crystals, 
and to learn how they are formed. Cost: 
$3, members free. 1025 E. Northgate Rd. 
Take I-25 to the Gleneagle Exit (156A); the 
museum entrance is immediately east of I-
25, just opposite the north entrance to the 
U. S. Air Force Academy. Info: 488-0880 or 
visit  www.wmmi.org. 

• Women’s Business Owners and Managers 
Luncheon, Tue., Apr. 13, 11:30 a.m., King’s 
Deer Golf Course. RSVP and info: 481-
3282.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck 
Luncheon, Wed., Apr. 14, 11:30 a.m., Black 
Forest Community Church, Shoup and Black 
Forest Road. Normally meets the 2nd Wed. 
of each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-
6787 or Chuck Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Tri-Lakes Marketing Forum, Wed., Apr. 
14, 8:30 a.m., Gleneagle Golf Club. Info: 
481-3282. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society: , Thu., 
Apr. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Free. Info: Sam De Felice, 
481-8623.

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon 
Meeting, Fri., Apr. 16, 10 a.m.–3 p.m., 
Gleneagle Golf Club. A craft fair begins 
at 10 a.m.; the luncheon/meeting at 11:30 
a.m. Tina Clark and Debbie Liefer, Master 
Gardeners and volunteers at Glen Eyrie, will 
talk about Glen Eyrie, the gardens, and what 
can be used in your gardens. Reservations: 
Cecelia Neill, 481-1283. Info: Mary Drexler, 
488-8298.

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., 
Apr. 16, 11 a.m., Radisson Inn, 8110 N. 
Academy Blvd. All interested women living 
in School District 38 are invited to join. The 
club has various interest groups throughout 
the year and sponsors the annual Pine Forest 
Antiques Show and Sale. Reservations are 
required; call Jackie Timura, 481-6923; or at 
www.tlwc.net under reservations. Info: visit 
www.tlwc.net or call Theresa Lee, 487-3017, 
or Junette Pearson, 481-0771. 

• Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale, 
Sat., Apr. 17, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Sun., Apr. 
18, 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High 

School in Monument. Sponsored by Tri-
Lakes Womens Club, all proceeds benefit 
community schools and services. Cost: $5 
for adults (13 and over).  Info: www.tlwc.net. 
Interested dealers: contact Minch Antique 
Show Management, LLC, 204 North Link 
Lane, #1, Fort Collins, Colorado 80524, 
(970) 484-1242. 

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
Business After Hours, Tue., Apr. 19, 5:30–
7:30, Monument Plaza. Join the traditional 
St. Patty’s Day blast! Normally meets the 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-3282. 

• Larkspur Leads Group, Wed., Apr. 21, 
4 p.m., 8977 So. Spruce Mountain Rd. 
Come meet this group of self-employed 
small business owners whose purpose is to 
generate business for each other. Only one 
representative from a business category 
allowed. Normally meets the 1st and 3rd 
Wed. each month. Info: 303-681-2726 or 
kriscutbirth@aol.com. 

• Palmer Lake Citizens for Community 
Awareness, Thu., Apr. 22, 7 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. All 
are welcome to join this community group. 
Normally meets the 4th Thu. each month. 
Info: Jaqui Parker, 487-7434. 

• MOMS Club of Monument New Member 
Social, Fri., Apr. 23. Come meet other stay-
at-home moms and kids! Normally meets the 
Fri. before the last Wed. of the month. Info: 
Denise Bowe, 488-0552.

• Cinco de Mayo Celebration, Wed., May 5, 
student performances, 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
Antelope Trails Elementary School. Enjoy a 
Mexican marketplace with traditional foods. 
Students will perform songs and dances. 
15280 Jessie Dr., Gleneagle. Info: 234-4100. 

• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., May 6, 
7 p.m., Church of Woodmoor, Furrow Rd. 
Normally meets the 1st Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-0074. 

• Monument Homemakers Club monthly 
potluck lunch, Thu., May 6, 11:30 a.m., 
Monument Town Hall. Normally meets the 
1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay Reuteler, 
President at 488-3263.

• Pleasant View Estates Neighborhood 
Garage Sales,  Sat, May 8, 8 am to 4 pm.  
Many Sales!!! with Many Items!!! (Near Fox 
Run Park) W of Roller Coaster off Stella ST 
or E of I-25 on Baptist RD (Exit 158) Right 
on Tari DR.  Info: 487-8387

To have your Tri-Lakes area event listed 
in Our Community Calendar, please con-
tact Judy Barnes at (719) 481-4164, FAX 
(719) 488-3455, P.O. Box 1742, Monument, 
Colorado 80132-1742, or our_community_
calendar@hotmail.com.

1995 Aerostar XLT For Sale ~ Great Condition
147K ~ $4,900 ~ 481-2671
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Live outside our regular
 delivery area?

Subscribe to OCN!
$15 for 12 issues

Name ______________________________
Address ____________________________

_____________________________
City, State Zip_______________________

Mail this form with a check or money order to

Our Community News
P.O. Box 1742
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742

Questions? Call John Heiser, 488-9031
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TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

Insured and #1 — (719) 488-1818
“Because when it comes to tree care, we care.”

• Road and lot clearing
• Thinning
• Brush and dead or live tree

removal
• Tree trimming
• Storm damage 24/7
• Tree bracing
• Slash (tree branches and 

brush) chipping

• Hedge trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Raking
• Hauling (wood, branches, 

chips, and pine needles)
• And small tree planting any-

where you want it after 
each dead or live tree is 
removed.

Residential and Commercial — Senior Discounts
Payment plans available — Now how can you beat that?

So if you are being FireWise and keeping your trees clean and 
alive, call us, Jon or Bill, your #1 arborist, for a FREE ESTIMATE!
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