
By Jim Kendrick
District Manager Mike Wicklund informed 
the Monument Sanitation District board at 
its meeting on June 21 that he had engaged 
Trax Construction Co. to perform asphalt 
repairs and patching of failing pavement on 
Beacon Lite Road north of Highway 105. 
Also, the board unanimously approved the 
2006 audit. 
Trench failure leads to plans for 

emergency repairs
Wicklund said that dangerous depressions, 
about 8 to 9 inches in depth, had developed 
in the southbound lane of Beacon Lite Road 
between Eighth Street and Highway 105. 
He noted that the road depressions would 
inevitably lead to a rollover or head-on ac-
cident if they were not repaired. 

In 2000, the district had installed a ma-
jor sanitary sewer collection line under the 
southbound lane, extending from Highway 
105 to the northeast corner of Wakonda 
Hills. Although the warranty period for the 
repaved road the district had installed at 
that time had long expired, Wicklund said 
that repairing the road was “the right thing 

to do. It’s our sewer line and our trench.” 
He noted that he had asked the dis-

trict’s engineering consultant, GMS Inc., 
to contract for emergency repairs of the 
failing roadway. GMS had arranged for 
the repairs to be performed by Trax Con-
struction, the company that performs all 
emergency repairs for the city of Colorado 
Springs. 

Wicklund noted that the Town of 
Monument had contracted recently to 
replace a storm drain under Beacon Lite 
Road on the north side of the Highway 105 
intersection. That installation was not the 
cause of the southbound lane collapsing 
for about a quarter-mile to the north of the 
town’s repair. 

The entire 400 feet of failed asphalt 
would be ground up by a milling ma-
chine. The exposed road base would be 
recompacted. A geologist had been hired 
to take core samples to determine if ad-
ditional stabilization is needed to prevent 
another collapse. Trax would also perform 
patch repairs to all the other failed asphalt 
locations on the county’s portion of Beacon 
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Above: Trax Construction Company 
completes emergency recompaction 
of newly installed road base under 
Beacon Lite Road next to Century 
Place. Monument Sanitation District 
contracted Trax to repave 414 feet of the 
southbound lane and patch other failing 
portions of Beacon Lite Road to the north.  
Ownership of this section of Beacon Lite 
has long been disputed by the town and 
county. Photo by Mike Wicklund.
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Monument Sanitation District Board of Directors, June 21

Monument Santiation District performs 
emergency Beacon Lite Road repairs

Independence Day was celebrated with a variety of activities 
throughout the Tri-Lakes area including a Children’s Carnival 
and Barn Dance July 3, a 4-mile run in Palmer Lake July 4, 
the “Biggest Small Town Parade in Colorado” in Monument 
followed by the Monument Street Fair and Concert in the 
Park, and concluded with “The Best Small Town Fireworks 
Show in America” in Palmer Lake. Above left: A high school 
marching band from Litchfield, Minnesota in the Monument 
parade. Photo by Chris Pollard. Above right: Almost 2,000 
runners compete at the 26th annual Palmer Lake Fun Run. 
Photo by Elizabeth Hacker. Left: Elephants from the Larkspur 
Renaissance Festival. Photo by Mike Wicklund. 
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Lite Road north of Eighth Street. 
Wicklund said he had consulted 

Monument Town Manager Cathy Green 

and Public Works Director Rich Landreth 
on his plans for the emergency repair. 
Wicklund noted that Landreth thought the 

town’s storm culvert may have contributed 
to the road failure and the town should be 
paying for part of the repair. Wicklund 
said the county will not contribute to the 
project. He said that the district needed 
to protect its sewer line and protect the 
public with an emergency repair, whether 
or not the town eventually contributes to 
the cost. He said he would have Trax ex-
cavate around the sewer line to find the 
cause of the failure before new asphalt was 
installed. 
2006 audit proves controversial

Auditor Mark Gilmore of accounting firm 
Bauerle and Company P.C. presented the 
final draft of his “clean” 2006 audit. “Basi-
cally it says that you guys passed,” Gilm-
ore told the board. 

There was a lengthy discussion of how 
the district’s one-third ownership of the 
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility, 
which operates as a separate public utility, 
is reflected in the district’s audit in terms 
of “profit and loss” for the district using the 
equity method of accounting. The facility’s 
differences in operating costs compared to 
fees collected from Monument Sanitation 
District, the Woodmoor Water and Sanita-

tion District, and the Palmer Lake Sanita-
tion District, as well as its capital deprecia-
tion, are reflected on a pro rata basis in the 
owning districts’ audits. 

Each of the three special districts is an 
equal owner of the facility. Every aspect of 
the facility’s audit is also reflected in each 
of the three special districts’ audits. 

Board President Lowell Morgan and 
Director Chuck Robinove said that the fa-
cility does not have profits and losses, and 
the use of these two words is confusing to 
the district’s constituents. They asserted 
that the facility instead has revenues and 
expenses. The district never receives reve-
nue from the facility. Robinove said calling 
depreciation a loss might lead constituents 
to believe that the paper “losses” resulted 
from mismanagement or inattention by the 
board. 

Gilmore said that calculation of de-
preciation of the districts and the facility’s 
capital assets are a requirement of standard 
generally accepted accounting principles 
and the state. He said the facility’s ac-
counting credited the cash paid for the new 
facility administrative building first, then 
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Riding Lessons ~ Indoor Arena

(303) 663-9912 ~ 7749 E. Palmer Divide Rd. (1.3 mi. east of Hwy 83)  
A Not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization � www.pinecreekfoundation.org 

High Point Academy provides equine-
assisted therapy for children and 
adults with physical, cognitive and 
learning disabilities. Able-bodied 
riding lessons also available. 

We need volunteers who want to 
make a difference! 
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*For home purchases in El Paso County.  Must meet 
income and other program requirements. Other 1st time 
homebuyer programs available if you do not qualify.  
Membership requirements may apply. We do business 
in accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law and 
Equal Credit Opportunity Act. Branches also in Castle 
Rock, Elizabeth, Parker, & Highlands Ranch.

Get up to 

$35,000
in down payment 

assistance

with our 
1st Time Home Buyer 

program!* For home purchases 
in El Paso County
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10% OFF with this coupon*

I-25 & Baptist Road�Adjacent to King Soopers 
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 

719-481-0708
� Over 1000 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines 
� 300 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers 
� Fine Cigars   �  Wide Variety of Spirits 
� Walk-In Wine Cooler 

* Excludes purchases of kegs, cigarettes & other sale items. Expires 7/31/07

Spacious, 4 bedroom,  
3 bath, 2 car garage.  
Relax on your private 
patio! HOA maintenance 
74 Rising Sun Terrace.  
Only $216,000 
24-hour information at  
388-2479 

Elegant and comfortable. 
5 bedroom + office,  
4 bath, 3 car garage. 
990 Knollwood 
Only $525,000 
Virtual Tour at www.
TellMeSomeMore.net 

Beautiful, Bright, Townhome  

Custom Woodmoor Ranch 

Cher DeCoud, LHP, QSC
Associate Broker
Call Cher, start packing!
Cell:   482-6389
cher.decoud@ 
WeSellMore.net 

Sold!

                 

*Family
Environment

16685 Roller Coaster Road, COS 8092

*English *Western   
*Dressage 

*Heated Lounge, Snacks,
  Microwave, Refrigerator

* On site manager 
* 3 outdoor arenas; 
    jump course, 
    dressage & lighted 
    warmup arena 
* 1 lighted indoor arena
* 4 large turnout areas 

*Certified
  Horsemanship
  Association 

* Horse: Training,  
 Exercising &

Youngsters Started

Est. 1996

http://ppra.biz ride@ppra.biz 

*Year Round
*Group & Private
*Ages 7 - Adult
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By Elizabeth Hacker
Okay, I admit it: I’m a Jay Leno junkie. I often end my 
day by nodding off in front of The Tonight Show. I was 
doing this again on Monday, June 25, but was jolted awake 
by what I saw. With all due respect to Jim Moore and his 
family, we at OCN feel we must acknowledge the national 
attention that I witnessed that night.

So there I was, sprawled out on the couch, tuned in 
to his “Headline News” segment, laughing along with Jay 
as he read the headlines sent to him by his adoring fans. 
Suddenly, the headline “Jim Moore receives first annual 
‘Jim Moore Award’” pops up. This headline seemed all 
too familiar. I immediately got up off the couch and went 
over to the bookshelf where I keep a copy of OCN, and sure 
enough, there it was, on page 19, in bold letters. By the 
time I phoned publisher John Heiser the next day, he had 
already received several calls about it. 

For those who did not 
read about the Jim Moore 
Award last month, it’s an 
award that was recently 
established by the Town of 
Monument and the Historic 
Monument Merchants As-
sociation to annually honor 
local business leaders. On 
May 21, they surprised Jim 
by presenting him with this 
award in an emotional and 
touching ceremony.

For many years, Jim has 
diligently worked to sensi-
tively preserve and enhance 
commercial buildings in the 
Historic Monument district. 
His cohorts consider him a 
visionary and the spark that 
ignited the movement to 
preserve the historic char-
acter of old Monument. In 
recognition of his contribu-
tions to the community, this 
award will be presented an-
nually to a business leader on April 19, Jim’s birthday. 

National attention, dubious though it may be in this 
case, is a first for our six-year-old paper. Who could have 
ever imagined we’d be featured on The Tonight Show? 

showed this value as an increase in capital assets in the 
following year, after the building was completed. 

Wicklund noted that the method used by Bauerle was 
the industry standard and necessary for the district to be 
able to comply with state requirements and to be able to 
have bond companies issue bonds in the future if they are 
needed by the district. Robinove said he still didn’t under-
stand how the district could have a profit or a loss. 

Robinove also said that the board’s decision to give a 
$60 credit to each residential and commercial account in 
2006 was not a $51,000 loss as reported in the audit. He 
said the board voted to decrease its revenues, not to incur 
a loss, and had not lost money. 

Gilmore disagreed and said most constituents who 
might read the audit would conclude that Monument was 
a healthy district because the board had the funding and 
foresight to manage its resources well enough to give the 
$60 credit. 

Wicklund said that the $60 credit given for the past 
several years comes from unplanned motor vehicle tax 
revenues, not forfeited monthly fees. The board did not 
reduce the user fees. 

After a half-hour of heated discussion on this issue, a 
motion by Director Bob Kuchek to terminate the discus-
sion of “profit and loss” was approved. 

The board unanimously approved the 26-page audit. It 

will be forwarded to the state. 
Gilmore said the district’s financial documentation 

was readily available and well-organized and that the 
district is in excellent financial condition. He added that it 
would be nice if more district audits went as well as Monu-
ment Santitation’s.

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on July 19 in 
the district conference room, 130 Second St. Meetings are 
normally held on the third Thursday of the month. Infor-
mation: 481-4886. 

Patty Meola, ABR, QSC 
Direct:  (719) 277-9465 
Cell:  (719) 337-1203 

E-mail:  Patty@PattyMeola.com 

Search the entire MLS at: 
www.PattyMeola.com

Custom Rancher with Mountain Views
In High Pines � Only $487,000 

Call me for your private showing

20379 Kenneth Lainer Drive 
Monument, CO  80132 
MLS # 530623 

4 Beds, 3 Baths, 3 Car oversized 
 garage, 3,857 sq. ft., and .47 acre lot. 

Gourmet Kitchen, breakfast bar, dining 
nook, formal dining room, formal living 
room, and main level office and master 
suite. 

2 gas fireplaces, entertainment niches, 
Large Rec Room, and a wet bar. 

Upgraded lighting, carpet, and tile. 

$70K in lush landscaping to include a 
maintenance-free deck, 2 flagstone 
patios, rock walls, waterfall, flower 
gardens, walking paths, and trees. 

Funkhouser�s

Home and Garden Furniture and Accessories
Whimsical, unique, dramatic, affordable, homey, fun

Belinda can come to your home to help you find out how much fun it 
can be to have your home come alive with your belongings before you 
add anything new.   If new items are needed to complete a new look,   
Funkhouser�s has become a fun place to find all kinds of 
affordable and beautiful additions for a home or garden.    Come see 
us for a touch of �Southern� hospitality.

Retail Store:
183 Washington Street
Monument, Co.  80132
719-481-6185

Appointments made for:
Staging, furniture placement 
and accessorizing, moving-in 
help, flower garden design 
and much more

RETRACTABLE
SCREENS

FOR A FREE IN-HOME 

DEMONSTRATION AND ESTIMATE

719-651-4647

BY
LIGHTBRIGHT

AA RREEVVOOLLUUTTIIOONNAARRYY
BBRREEAAKKTTHHRROOUUGGHH IINN

DDOOOORR && WWIINNDDOOWW

SSCCRREEEENNSS

OCN headline makes Leno’s list

Above: OCN headline (page 19 of the June 2 issue) 
featured on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno June 25. 
Photo provided by Sandi Boff
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My sales in June 2007:  
More than $4.4 million  

I would love to sell your home.  
Please call me for a free market analysis.

17691 Furrow Road�Unbeatable close-in Monument location. 
Trees, Pikes Peak views and a brand-new custom-built Artisan 
home on 2.5 acres. Gorgeous slab granite in the kitchen and all 
baths, Thermador appli-
ances, knockout master 
suite with deck, vaulted 
ceilings, slate floor entry, 
hardwood floors with walnut 
inlays, wainscoting, walk-out 
lower level with slab walnut 
wet bar, covered deck with 
Trex-style decking, covered 
stamped concrete patio, 4-
car garage. Exceptional 
quality in a superb location 
with privacy and conven-
ience in  abundance. 
$829,000.

New Custom Home

Under Contract!

List $499,000

Closed 6/20 for

$3.63 million!

Closed 6/29 for

$792,000!

Fine Homes in Monument & Woodmoor Updated Home

19010 Burnt Leaf Way, Woodmoor � Pristine home with hardwood 
floors, brand-new exquisite bathrooms, great room with vaulted ceil-
ing and fabulous moss rock fireplace, newer 50-year roof, newer dual 
furnaces, almost 1-acre with trees on private cul-de-sac. $350,000.

17855 Fairplay Way, Woodmoor� 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, hard-
wood floors throughout upper living area. Over 1⁄2-acre with trees on 
private cul-de sac. $339,000.

Walkout Lower Level

Under Contract!

Donala Water and Sanitation District, June 20

Inclusion of Academy W&S into Donala planned
By John Heiser

At the Donala Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict Board of Directors meeting June 20, 
the board reviewed a proposed agreement 
with the Academy Water and Sanitation 
District that would shift operations to 

Donala in January 2008 with potential full 
inclusion in 2014.

Board president Ed Houle and board 
members Dennis Daugherty, Dick Dur-
ham, and Dale Schendzielos were present. 
Director Tim Murphy was absent.

Academy district inclusion dis-
cussed

Donala General Manager Dana Duthie re-
viewed a recently-prepared draft intergov-
ernmental agreement (IGA) between the 
two districts. He noted that the Academy 

district’s board had not yet reviewed it. 
Under the IGA, Donala would take 

over all operations, administration, and 
maintenance of the Academy district Janu-
ary 1, 2008. The Academy board would 
remain in place to administer their debt 
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until it is retired in 2014. 
Donala would build a new lift 

station and shut down the Academy 
wastewater plant in about one year. 
Until that happens, Academy dis-
trict residents would continue to pay 
their present wastewater rate of $15 
per month and would pay Donala’s 
water rates. Once their wastewater is 
flowing to Donala’s plant, Academy 
district residents would pay Donala’s 
wastewater rates.

After the Academy district’s debt 
is retired in 2014, a vote would be held 
of Academy District residents to dis-
solve their district and be included 
into Donala. Donala residents would 
not have a vote on that inclusion. 

Houle noted that under the IGA, 
the Academy district’s property tax 
mill levy funds for operation and 
maintenance would be transferred to 
Donala while the Academy district 
would retain their debt service mill 
levy funds so they can pay off their 
debt. 

Duthie said that the goal is to 
complete the IGA by October so in-
stallation of the necessary infrastruc-
ture can begin. 

Duthie noted that the outflows 
from the Academy District’s wastewa-
ter plant go into Smith Creek whereas 
the outflows from the wastewater plant 
shared by Donala and the Triview and 
Forest Lakes metropolitan districts go 
into Monument Creek. Potential water 
rights or protected habitat issues are 
being investigated.

Irrigation rationing program
Duthie reported that the rationing 
program is “working fairly well.” The 
district has sent 75 courtesy letters to 
those seen to be violating the restric-
tions. Those in violation for more than 
a month will get warning letters. 

He noted that some homeowners 
initially reported as being in violation 
actually had waivers because they 
have new sod or have sprinkler sys-
tems that cannot be programmed to 
exactly match the rationing program.

Duthie noted that 10 Rainbird 
evapotranspiration (ET) controllers 
have been installed with 15 more 
scheduled. The ET controllers calcu-
late the amount of moisture needed to 
maintain optimum root structure. The 
pager system then broadcasts a signal 
to switch the ET controllers on or off. 
Yard signs are available for those with 
the ET controllers to help explain to 
neighbors why the sprinklers are run-
ning at times when those without the 
controllers would not be allowed to 
irrigate.

Rainbird claims the ET control-
lers are especially effective for large 
users such as golf courses and parks, 
and reduce water consumption by 25 
to 40 percent when compared with a 
standard timer-operated system.

Due to problems installing the in-
dividual rain sensors, the district has 
decided to install a second weather 
station.

(Continued on page 8)

Great Gleneagle Home!! Cul-
de-sac location backing to 
open space and pond! 4 bd., 
2.5 ba., formal living room and 
dining room, eat-in kitchen, 
family room with fireplace, new 
deck, and hot tub. Fenced and 
l a n d s c a p e d  y a r d . O n l y 
$229,900!

New construction in Palmer 
Lake!! Over 3,100 sq. ft. 4 br, 
2.5 ba, gourmet eat-in kitchen, 
large great room, bonus room, 
large master suite, 2-car ga-
rage. unfinished lower level, 
Great views of the mountains. A 
steal at only $309,900!

Best home in Jackson 
Creek!! Great Keller home with 
views! 4 bd., 2.5 ba., formal 
living and dining rooms, large 
kitchen with counter bar, family 
room with fireplace,  hardwood 
floors, and tile countertops. 
Large landscaped backyard. 
Only $279,900!

6.8 Acres, Trees & Views!!
Over 5,900 sq. ft. estate. 5 br, 
5.5 ba, finished walk-out lower 
level, gourmet kitchen with 
granite. 3 fireplaces, hardwood 
floors, 2 stall barn, fenced and 
so much more! Must see! Only 
$799,900!

The Best Location in Wood-
moor!! Over 3/4-acre treed 
lot. 5 bd, 3 ba, great room, 
formal dining room, large eat-
in kitchen, finished lower level, 
2 fireplaces, fully landscaped 
yard with hot tub. Recently 
remodeled. Only $379,900!

Rare find in Arrowwood!! 2.5-
acre treed lot. Over 3,500 sq. 
ft. remodeled home. 4 br, 3 ba, 
large master suite, sunroom, 
finished walk-out lower level. 3 
fireplaces, Horses, outbuild-
ings, and RVs OK. Only 
$379,900!

Commercial building in 
Palmer Lake!! Located on 
Highway 105. Two separate 
entrances for two small busi-
nesses. Approximately 1,380 
sq. ft. in great condition. Newly 
remodeled. Ample parking. A 
great buy for only $299,900!

Model condition home in 
Struthers Ranch! Wonderful 
rancher with over 3,100 sq. ft. 
3 br., 2 ba., 5 pc master suite, 
gourmet kitchen, great room 
with fireplace, large dining 
room, fully landscaped. Views! 
Only $325,000!

The Perfect Palmer Lake 
Home! Walk-out rancher, over 
3800 sq. ft., 5 br, 3.5 ba, large 
great room, formal dining room, 
gourmet kitchen, finished walk-
out lower level with 2nd master 
suite, rec room with fireplace. 
Great views! Only $479,900!

Best lot in Palmer Lake!! 
Great level building site can 
take walk-out,  close to town. 
Over 7,000 sq. ft. Views. Easy 
build, all utilities to the lot. 
Zoned for duplex, single fam-
ily, or manufactured home!  
Only $99,500!

A Great Gleneagle Find! 5 br, 
3 ba, formal living and dining 
rooms, eat-in kitchen, family 
room with fireplace, large 
master suite! New paint, 
carpet, laminate, and vinyl 
floors, large landscaped lot. 
Views! D-20. Only $279,900.

1/2-acre commercial lot in 
Palmer Lake!! Great location 
off County Line Road with 
shared driveway access. Lots 
of privacy, M-1 zoning, tap fees 
not paid. A great buy for only 
$45,000!

WINDOW CLEANING
By

LIGHTBRIGHT

719-651-4647

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE FOR THE FINEST HOMES

    Call Today for Your Free Estimate

We Are your Neighborhood Window Cleaner 
  22 years of Customer Satisfaction

Above: Concrete was poured June 20 as part of the expansion of the Upper Monument Creek Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. The facility is jointly owned by the Donala Water and Sanitation District and the  
Triview and Forest Lakes metropolitan districts. Photo provided by the Donala Water and Sanitation District

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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Report to the Community • July 2007

D38:
The Return on Your Investment
Lewis-Palmer High School is consistently 
rated in the top 10% of over 300 
Colorado high schools, and it is 
recognized by universities in the western 
states and nationally as an excellent high 
school.

Last year:

$8.5 million in scholarships were 
offered to our students;

8 students received military academy 
appointments;

4 students were National Merit 
finalists;

4 students were Boettcher Scholarship 
finalists;

3 Bands qualified for State;
(This was the first time any state school in 
Colorado received this honor.)

1 Saxophonist qualified for the National
Bands of America;

85% of our graduates will be attending a 
higher education institution this fall; 
and,

LPHS’s Serteen volunteers were recognized 
for their significant contributions to the 
Pikes Peak community, earning the 
Outstanding Community Service 
award for the Pikes Peak Region.

Dear Lewis-Palmer Patrons:
The Board of Education has decided to place a Mill Levy Override (MLO) question on the 
November 2007 ballot.  These funds would provide operating dollars for Palmer Ridge High 
School and would allow the District to continue to attract and retain quality teachers.

The Palmer Ridge High School campus is intended to open in the fall of 2008.  MLO 
funds would be used to operate this campus, which would include the following estimated 
operating costs:

• $1,000,000+ for teachers and building support staff;

• $350,000 for extra-curricular activities such as athletic teams and after-school clubs;

• $300,000 for utilities to operate the 220,000 sq/ft building and grounds; and 

• $240,000 for increased transportation costs.

(While the increase in student population will help offset some of the anticipated operating 
costs, it is not nearly enough to cover the entire cost of this facility.)

The second purpose of the MLO funds would be to provide the District with the resources 
necessary to attract and retain quality educators.  The current salary schedule for the District 
is below the regional average for teachers in the Pikes Peak region.  In addition, the average 
lifetime earnings potential of a teacher in our District with a BA or MA is below the regional 
average as well.  MLO funds would enable the District to stop the salary gap from widening, 
and perhaps even close the gap between our District and the other school districts in our 
region.

Historically, the Tri-Lakes community has been very supportive of our schools and our 
children.  As a result, Lewis-Palmer School District has risen to become one of the premier 
school districts in our region.  Your investment in D38 schools directly benefits area children 
and families — and our entire community.

Over the next few months, please take some time to find out more about our schools and 
staff and the quality educational experiences they provide.

Thank you for your continued support,

      Superintendent of Schools

An Invitation to the Community: Lewis-Palmer Education Summits
As your Superintendent, I will be hosting a number of LPSD Education Summits throughout 
the summer and fall.  Through these summits, my hope is that teachers, parents, students, 
and other community members will come together to create a new strategic vision for our 
school district. Our world is changing rapidly, with the help of the Internet and a global 
economy. As parents and educators, we must rethink the way we teach our children, for 
many students entering our schools today will work in careers yet to be discovered.

I invite you to attend any of the LPSD Education Summits listed below.  (Please expect these 
sessions to last approximately 90 minutes.) If you are able to attend, contact Robin Adair 
at radair@lewispalmer.org or 785-4223, so that we may better prepare for the number of 
participants.

I look forward to working with you, our community stakeholders, on this exciting project 
— to develop our District’s vision and the direction of our schools — as we head boldly into 
the 21st century!

Please join Superintendent Ray Blanch for one of the following 
LPSD Education Summits:

Wednesday, July 25th at 2:00 pm • Wednesday, August 8th at 6:00 pm

All Education Summits will be held at the District Administration building located 
at 146 Jefferson Street in downtown Monument.

SUPERINTENDENT'Supdate
In Pursuit of Excellence

Visit Lewis-Palmer School District #38 on the web at www.lewispalmer.org to find out more!



Page 8 Vol. 7 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 9Sat., July 7, 2007

Duthie added that the district’s conservation plan is 
part of a Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) 
initiative needed to qualify for state funding of water 
projects.

Portfolio performance
Joe Drew and Scott Pickett of Davidson Fixed Income 
Management reported that over the three months ending 
May 31, the yield on the $5.4 million portfolio of fixed 
income investments they manage for the district has un-
derperformed Colotrust Plus 4.8 percent to 5.17 percent. 
Since February 2005 when Davidson started managing the 
portfolio, the average yield has been 3.93 percent while 
Colotrust has returned 4.24 percent. 

Pickett noted that short-term investments are cur-
rently outperforming longer-term investments, which has 
disadvantaged their strategy of maintaining a one to two 
year weighted average maturity on the investments in the 
portfolio. 

He estimated that the strategy being used should, over 
the long term, outperform Colotrust while maintaining 
higher credit quality. He asked the board whether they 
wanted to stick with the current strategy or change to 
shorter-term investments. Daugherty noted that previously 
the district’s Colotrust investments did not pay well. Houle 
said, “I don’t see changing horse at this stage. We need to 
be following a long-term stable strategy. I’m comfortable 
with where we are.”

Other matters
• September 27 and 28, the El Paso County Water 

Authority is sponsoring a water forum on recharging 
alluvial aquifers.

• Based on instrumentation needed for the Transit Loss 
Model, the state engineer’s office is now requiring daily 
reporting of outflows from the wastewater treatment 
plant. With the prior monthly reporting as specified 
in the court decrees, Duthie said the district can make 
more efficient use of its resources and use more reuse 
water and less well water for irrigating the golf course. 
Duthie said he is continuing to address this issue with 
the state engineer’s office.

• The PPRWA survey of infrastructure has identified 
some issues with interconnecting the local systems. 
Duthie said, “None of the pipelines are big enough for 
much more than emergency operations.” He said that a 
“large-capacity backbone is needed.” Due to the costs 
associated with that, the PPRWA is looking at interim 
solutions.

• The new well being drilled by Triview into the Arapahoe 
aquifer is affecting some of Donala’s wells. The new 
well is within 2,000 feet of one of Donala’s wells and 
within 1,400 feet of a second well. Duthie projected that 
in the first year, full-time pumping at the new Triview 

well would drop the water levels in Donala’s wells by 
40 to 50 feet. By the tenth year, he estimated the effect 
would be 100 feet.

• The first main concrete pour for the sequencing batch 
reaction at the wastewater treatment plant expansion 
was started at 4 a.m. June 20 (see photo on page 6). The 
next pour is scheduled for June 27. The roof is on the 
two new buildings. Duthie said, the project is, “pretty 
much on track.”

• The health department inspection of the wastewater 
treatment plant found no major issues.

• The board agreed to resident Gene Pfeffer’s suggestion 
that meeting agendas and approved board minutes be 
posted on the district’s web site. After the meeting, 
Duthie reported that the board subsequently decided to 
post meeting agendas but not the minutes.

Following the public meeting, the board went into execu-
tive session to discuss personnel and water purchase is-
sues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its next regular meeting 
Tuesday, July 18 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 
Holbein Drive. Meetings are normally held on the third 
Wednesday of each month. Information: 488-3603. 
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481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets  

In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4 

Your Hometown Bookstore  
Since 1993 

Art Hop July 19
5 to 7:30 pm 

Author
Francis Pierson
Getting to Know Denver: 
Five Fabulous Walking 

Tours 

Local Photographer
Dave Futey 

Contributor to Geology 
Underfoot in Southern 

Utah

And � Local 
Musician 

Chuck Pyle
playing songs 

from his newest 
CD � Higher 

Ground: Songs of 
Colorado

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 7/31/07

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435



Page 8 Vol. 7 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 9Sat., July 7, 2007

Our Community News
Publishes Saturday, July 7, 2007

Size: 4”x5”   
Price: $75.00

www.aafcu.com

Business After 
Hours

Networking  Refreshments  Prize drawings

��������������������������������
��������������������

Air Academy Federal Credit Union
417 Third Street
Monument, CO

July 17, 2007
�����������������

�������������������������������������������������

spa menu available at WWW.BELLA-VI.COM

�������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������

�������������

�������������������
�������������������

����������������������������

�

��������������������

��������������������������������
��� ������������������������

������������������������������������

��� �����������������
������������������������������������

��� ��������������������
�������������������������������������

���������
�����������������������

��������������������������������

��� �������������
���������������������������������

��� ����������������������
��������������������������������

��� ���������������������������
�������������������������������
������������

��� ������������
��������������������������������

��� ������������
�����������������������������

��������������
���� ��������������

�������������������������������

���� �������������
������������������������������������

���� ������������
����������������������������������

���� ������������������
������������������������������

�������
����������������������

��������
�������

������������������

������������
����

������������������
����������������

����������

�������������

����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������

Support 
Our 

Community
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or visit 
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Triview Metropolitan District Board of Directors, June 26

Violation reported at treatment plant
By Elizabeth Hacker

April’s discharge monitoring report in-
dicated a fecal violation into Monument 
Creek at the Upper Monument Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. Tests in-
dicated that the total suspended solids ex-
ceeded the fecal limit allowed by the state 
Department of Health. 

At the June 26 meeting of the Triv-
iew Metropolitan District board, district 
manager Larry Bishop reported that he 
had immediately notified the state of the 
violation. He said he followed up with a 
letter explaining that the district was aware 
of the situation, had corrected it, and was 
developing a plan to address the situation. 
Bishop added that this approach generally 
works and as long as there were no future 
violations, they should not be fined. How-
ever, if there is a future violation, the state 
may assess fines up to $25,000 per day. 

Board President Steve Stephenson 
questioned who would be responsible for 
paying the fine, to which Bishop replied 
that it was an issue that needed clarifica-
tion. 

District managers seek 
change in treatment agreement

The following is a letter addressed to the 
board of directors dated June 4, 2007:
 “The district managers of Triview 

Metropolitan District, Donala Water 
and Sanitation District and Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District believe that it 
is timely and appropriate to review 
and consider amending the current 
Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) 
that governs the operation and funding 
of the jointly owned Upper Monument 
Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility.

  With the passage of time and 
events, the IGA may no longer equitably 
protect each of the owners’ vested 
interests. For instance, it is highly 
unusual to fix the funding responsibility 
for the costs of replacements based on 
flows to the plant rather the capacities 
owned by the three Districts.

  In addition, it is anticipated that 
changing and more stringent regulatory 
requirements will be imposed on the 
plant and compliance with those changes 
will be a prerequisite to issuance of a 
permit to operate the plant and discharge 
treated water. Each District is expected 

to share the costs of implementing 
these regulatory changes and therefore 
protecting and guaranteeing the use of 
the capacities owned ….”

Bishop reported that as yet, no flow had 
emanated from the Forest Lakes area be-
cause there had been no development yet 
but that it owned considerable capacity and 
was beginning to build the first homes this 
month. Because the current IGA is based 
on flow, Forest Lakes is not contributing to 
the cost of expanding the treatment plant 
even though the plant will begin process-
ing flows from them in a short time. 

Bishop and Stephenson reported that 
they had recently met with Forest Lakes 
management to discuss amending the IGA 
to make it fairer to all entities. Stephenson 
said while they did not get a commitment, 
the meeting had gone well. Bishop reported 
that he was going to ask for an engineer’s 
estimate comparing replacement versus 
new flow cost in an effort to show Forest 
Lakes that it would save in the long run by 
participating in the expansion of the treat-
ment facility sooner rather than later. The 
board directed Bishop to continue meeting 
with the other districts to amend the IGA 
in an effort to get Forest Lakes to par-
ticipate in the cost for the treatment plant 
expansion.

Costs keep climbing 
for plant expansion

Chuck Ritter of Nolte Engineers reported 
that design changes due to increased user 
expectations had increased the original 
budget for expansion of the wastewater 
treatment facility by $4 million, and the 
contractor’s estimate was now approxi-
mately $12 million to complete the expan-
sion. 

Ritter emphasized that the contractor 
had not significantly adjusted his fee even 
though there had been record increases in 
construction materials and many design 
changes to the original contract, the pri-
mary reasons for the cost escalation, and 
that these were things that the contractor 
has no control over. Ritter said that the 
reason the board elected to go with a de-
sign-build contract was because there were 
many unknowns. He reminded the board 
that it was a difficult site to expand on, they 
had environmental issues to deal with, and 
once the expansion was under way, the 

owners identified additional needs and 
added on to the original contract, all of 
which translates into more dollars. As an 
example, he pointed out the two electrical 
generators that were added to meet current 
code requirements that alone increased the 
contract by a half million dollars. 

Stephenson said that he was bothered 
by the fact that the contractor had previ-
ously reported to the board that inflation-
ary costs were largely responsible for the 
increases whereas it now appears that ad-
ditional design demands and a change in 
treatment process were the reason for the 
overages — all of which may have been 
avoided if they had been given the right 
information. 

Stephenson added that he didn’t think 
the increased cost for the change in treat-
ment processes was merited because it only 
increased the capacity to treat wastewater 
by 84,500 gallons per day. Stephenson 
questioned if the contractor bore any li-
ability for the $4 million overage. Director 
Julie Glenn asked if the electrical additions 
wouldn’t fall under errors and omissions 
since they were required by code, suggest-
ing that since it was a design-build contract 
it should have initially been identified. 
Stephenson noted that the increased costs 
were not included in the state loan, so the 
district is liable for its portion of the over-
ages and is feeling the pinch. 

Bishop noted that a design-build con-
tract allows flexibility for a contractor to 
fix unanticipated problems that become 
add-ons to the contract. He reported that 
all of the add-ons since August 2006, al-
though financially painful, were necessary 
and approved by the board, adding that he 
thought the contractor was acting respon-
sibly and would not be liable for any of the 
overages. Bishop said that the contractor 
would address the board at a future meet-
ing to review the cost overruns. 

Glenn asked if there was any way to 
have monthly budget updates so the board 
wouldn’t be hit with such drastic increases. 
Stephenson suggested that the board 
should be presented with a monthly budget 
tracking money spent versus percentage of 
project completed.

Letter to town and developers
Bishop reported that he had sent a letter 
to the Town of Monument and developers 

requesting that applications for building 
permits for commercial projects include 
square footage of all impervious surfaces, 
the square footage of building footprints, 
and square footage of commercial space 
so that the district could calculate impact 
fees.
Home Place Ranch to pay Triv-
iew for management services

The board approved an intergovernmental 
agreement to provide office services to 
Triview Metropolitan District (TMD) #3 
(approved by voters for road construction 
in 2006) for Home Place Ranch. Bishop re-
ported that the district will be paid $40,000 
per year to provide organization and office 
services, including things like preparing 
agendas, meeting minutes, arranging for 
audits, and other administrative services. 
He said Triview also has been asked to pro-
vide management services to Promontory 
Pointe (TMD #4). Bishop emphasized that 
the $40,000 agreement did not include any 
maintenance of roads, parks, or landscap-
ing. Stephenson asked if the roads would 
carry a warranty to which Bishop replied 
they would have a two year warranty. 

Settlement with Miles Grant
Bishop announced that the district had 
reached a settlement agreement to con-
demn a small parcel of property owned 
by Miles Grant that the district needed 
to complete Jackson Creek. The dispute 
was over the value of the land and the trial 
was to begin July 2. A negotiated settle-
ment had been reached, but the board was 
required to sign the agreement by July 3. 
Stephenson said he needed more time to 
review the documents before he recom-
mended approval, and he asked that it be 
taken up in executive session.

Pumping statistics
Bishop reported that he felt better about 
reporting drinking water pumping statis-
tics because they were now at 97 percent 
accountability. He noted that the district 
can now account for individual uses such 
as household, commercial, and irrigation. 
Stephenson commented that they should 
be getting credit or money for the water 
that flows down Monument Creek after be-
ing treated at the Upper Monument Creek 
plant.
Status of projects as of June 19

Monument Ridge: 
The overlot grad-
ing plan has been 
approved. Work on 
the offsite utilities 
will begin soon. 
The three tenants at 
Monument Ridge are 
Walgreen’s, Chase 
Bank, and a Fairfield 
Inn hotel. McDon-
ald’s is scheduled 
to submit plans this 
summer. The site for 
a second hotel may 
be revised to include 
two two-story office 
buildings with a res-
taurant parcel. 
Copper Heights: 
Appears to be on 
hold at this time due 
to the slowdown in 
residential construc-
tion. Copper Terrace 
(multi-family devel-
opment adjacent to 

Need a Change?
�� Daily academic planning & management

�� One-on-one tutoring

�� Daily Bible study

�� Admitting new students year-round

�� Accepting students subject-by-subject

�� Sliding scale tuition

�� Tuition assistance program

Christian.    Alternative.    Middle & High School.

245 2nd Street
Monument

481-3214
Mr. Paul Palmisano, Principal

M.Ed., Adv. Cert. School 
Administration & Supervision
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Copper Heights) has received prelimi-
nary review comments, and the project 
has currently been put on hold by the 
developer.
Sanctuary Pointe: Discussions be-
tween the town and Classic Homes re-
garding certain terms of the annexation 
agreement have recently taken place. 
The sanitary sewer line in Baptist Road 
that will serve this development will be 
installed in the near future to coincide 
with the roadway pavement construc-
tion.
Promontory Pointe: Resubmitted a 
revised plat and site plans for minor 
changes. John Laing Homes began 
initial grading for Phase 1 in April. 
Utilities for the first phase have been 
completed. A traffic signal is planned 
to be installed at the intersection of 
Gleneagle Drive and Baptist Road later 
this summer to coincide with the open-
ing of the first models. The installation 
will be completed as part of the Baptist 
Road widening project and will be 
funded by BRRTA and Triview Metro-
politan Districts #2, #3, and #4.
Home Place Ranch: Several issues re-
main to be resolved with the developer 
and Jackson Creek Land Co. regarding 
sewer line design, roadway connectiv-
ity, and a turn lane on Higby Road. Ero-
sion and sediment control plans are be-
ing reviewed by Triview and the town. 
Monument Marketplace: G & J Li-
quor Store is nearing completion and 
has requested a temporary certificate of 
occupancy to open the store while the 
final site-related details are completed. 
The clock tower and plaza is under 
construction. The site plan for Carl’s Jr. 
was approved and construction docu-
ments are under review. The lube/oil 
facility and Checker Auto Parts are un-
der review but the carwash will not be 
included. Construction is underway on 
two of the three mid-size box stores that 
will house a Staples and a PetSmart. A 
stand-alone building for a tae kwon do 
facility is under administrative review. 
Final site plans and construction docu-
ments are being reviewed for a Texas 
Roadhouse and a KFC fast-food res-
taurant.
Financial report: Dale Hill reported 
that all expenses were in line and the 
enterprise payment had been made but 
added that revenues are sluggish be-
cause housing permits have fallen off. 
Executive session: The board went into 
executive session at 5:30 to negotiate 
property matters. The board resumed 
its regular session and signed the agree-
ment to acquire the property owned by 
Miles Grant. 
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Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, June 12

Wastewater facility likely to get reprieve on copper limits
By Jim Kendrick

On June 12, the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility Joint 
Use Committee (JUC) learned 
that the facility may be given 
more time to address solutions 
to tighter restrictions proposed 
by the state on allowable copper 
concentrations in the effluent the 
facility discharges to Monument 
Creek. While copper concen-
trations have caused the most 
concern for the past few years, 
ammonia concentrations in 
treated effluent are also becom-
ing a higher interest item for the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment and the 
federal Environmental Protection 
Agency. Facility Manager Bill 
Burks said the facility is doing 
very well in treating copper and 
ammonia. 

The Tri-Lakes facility oper-
ates as an independent public 
utility. It is jointly owned, in 

equal one-third shares, by Monu-
ment Sanitation District, Palmer 
Lake Sanitation District, and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District. The committee has three 
members, one director from each 
of the special district boards.

Several board members from 
each of the three owning districts 
attended this meeting due to its 
substantial financial implica-
tions. 

Background
On May 1, the state notified the 
Tri-Lakes facility staff that the 
facility’s current restrictions on 
the amount of potentially dis-
solved copper allowed in treated 
wastewater might be made far 
more stringent on Jan. 1, 2008. At 
the previous JUC meeting on May 
8, the members had unanimously 
approved a resolution giving en-
vironmental attorney Tad Foster 
and consultant engineer Mike 
Rothberg of RTW Engineering 

full discretion to respond to the 
dramatic proposed change to re-
duce the state’s maximum allow-
able level of dissolved copper in 
the facility’s treated effluent. The 
Tri-Lakes facility was designed 
and constructed by RTW. 

Burks noted that the qual-
ity of the effluent substantially 
exceeds the quality of the creek’s 
water at the point of Tri-Lakes’ 
discharge. During the dry por-
tions of the year, there is little 
creek flow other than this effluent 
at the point of discharge. 

The proposed tighter copper 
restrictions could require nearly 
$2 million in new capital invest-
ment for purchase and installa-
tion of copper removal equip-
ment at the Tri-Lakes facility 
and about $500,000 per year to 
operate the new equipment. The 
allowed concentrations of copper 
in discharged effluent are already 
so small that they are difficult to 

measure accurately. 
This tighter copper restric-

tion may also apply to the Up-
per Monument Creek Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 
after it is expanded. The regional 
facility serves the Donala Water 
and Sanitation District and the 
Triview Metropolitan District, 
and will serve the Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District when its 
operations begin. 

Discharge permits are is-
sued for five-year intervals. The 
current facility discharge permit 
expires at the end of 2009. The 
average and peak concentrations 
allowed by the state in the first 
two years, 2005-2006, were a 
monthly average of no higher 
than 12.0 parts per billion and a 
single measurement of no more 
than 17.6 PPB each month. When 
the current discharge permit was 
originally issued, the Tri-Lakes 
facility’s copper limits for 2007-
2009 were to have been an aver-
age no higher than 8.7 PPB and 
no single measurement in any 
month of more than 13.0 PPB. 

There were two single 
copper readings higher than 
17.6 PPB early in this five-year 
discharge permit period. There 
were also difficulties in getting 
accurate, consistent measure-
ments of such small quantities 
of copper in each of the effluent 
samples, a problem that has yet to 
be resolved. Improved sampling 
techniques and having samples 
split and tested simultaneously 
by several testing companies 
have shown that these two high-
er-than-acceptable readings may 
have been erroneous. No excur-
sions above the limits have been 
recorded since. 

Based on this data and other 

research, the JUC sought relief 
from the tighter restrictions for 
2007-2009. The state granted a 
three-year waiver for 2007-2009, 
which increased the facility’s 
copper maximums to a monthly 
average of 24.8 PPB and a single 
reading maximum of 36.4 PPB, 
roughly triple the original limits 
for the last three years of the 
permit. 

In return for the three-year 
waiver, the committee and staff 
engaged Rothberg and envi-
ronmental expert Steve Canton 
of GEI Consultants to perform 
original research on copper 
toxicity and treatment options 
that has cost several hundred 
thousand dollars to date. Roth-
berg and Foster had previously 
expressed their belief that higher 
limits were warranted by the 
results of their research. (See 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v7n6.htm#juc for more in-depth 
background information on cop-
per limits for Colorado wastewa-
ter treatment facilities.)

Surprising state policy 
reversal

On May 1, the state Health 
Department reversed its posi-
tion on the past two years of the 
Tri-Lakes facility copper waiver 
and said the new monthly copper 
limits for 2008-2009 might be as 
low as 8.0 PPB for the monthly 
average and 11.7 PPB for a single 
reading each month. The facil-
ity in its current configuration 
cannot meet this standard and 
would be subject to fines of up to 
$10,000 per day. 

Current testing methods 
cannot detect copper concentra-
tions below 5.0 PPB. Calibrated 
test samples of 10.0 PPB that 
have been randomly sent by the 

Refinancing Your Current
Home?

Purchasing a New Home?
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of Credit?
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our Tri-Lakes neighbors and getting 
them the best program and rates 

that achieve their purpose.
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Tri-Lakes facility staff to state-
approved testing labs still return 
reported results ranging from an 
undetectable level of less than 5 
PPB to as high as 21 PPB. This 
variability makes the extremely 
low copper report limits pro-
posed by the state very difficult to 
comply with, even if the samples 
never exceed the maximum al-
lowable copper concentrations. 

At the May 8 JUC meeting, 
Canton said that his study results 
had been determined to be some-
what inconclusive by the state 
and that the Health Department 
appeared ready to mandate a dif-
ferent scientific methodology and 
technical procedure for deter-
mining copper toxicity limits in 
Colorado streams like Monument 
Creek. 

Burks, Foster, and Rothberg 
presented their case for a waiver 
for the facility at a Colorado Wa-
ter Quality Control Commission 
hearing in Pueblo on June 11. 
Burks said the preliminary result 
of this presentation was that the 
commissioners now appeared to 
be back in favor of leaving the 
current waiver’s maximum al-
lowable copper values (24.8 PPB 
and 36.4 PPB) in place through 
the end of 2009. 

Burks noted, however, that 
the Tri-Lakes facility’s staff and 
experts will likely be asked to 
do more research using differ-
ent methodologies and conduct 
more frequent effluent sample 
testing. Canton will present the 

results of his redirected toxicity 
studies to the commissioners at 
the end of 2007 and 2008 at the 
commission’s annual “temporary 
modification review” hearings. 

Some good 
news reported

Burks reviewed the facility’s 
Discharge Monitoring Report for 
May. Ammonia concentrations 
were extremely low for May, with 
a 30-day average of 1.2 parts per 
million and a maximum daily 
reading of only 1.9 parts per mil-
lion. Burks noted that potentially 
dissolved copper readings for 
May were extremely low, with a 
30-day average and a maximum 
daily reading of only 7.0 PPB. 
The low concentrations were 
achieved even though one cop-
per test measurement for Palmer 
Lake influent in May was 285 
PPB. 

Burks said, “We did a lot 
of tweaking. It really does help 
having operators here on week-
ends. They can make changes as 
needed” every day of the month 
now. 

Recently, the facility staff 
was expanded to three certified 
operators. When there were only 
two certified operators on staff, 
the need for someone to be on call 
24 hours per day meant that there 
was no regular weekend coverage 
at the facility. Significant changes 
in the dynamic wastewater pro-
cessing system could occur dur-
ing weekends when no operators 
were present. Now the balance 

of the aerobic and anaerobic 
digestion treatment processes is 
monitored daily, allowing more 
immediate adjustments when 
conditions and plant loading 
change, which leads to higher 
quality effluent being discharged 
to Monument Creek. 

Flows during May, a wet 
month, averaged above 2 million 
gallons per day, peaking at 2.85 
million. Woodmoor’s flows into 
the facility were “particularly 
high” in May, indicating a lot of 
infiltration of groundwater into 
the district’s sewer lines and/or 
stormwater into leaking manhole 
lids. Burks noted that Wood-
moor’s average flows are starting 
to decline as the rainy season 
peak appears to have passed. 

Lightning strikes twice
Burks reported that lightning 
strikes had destroyed the trans-
mitters for flow meters that 
remotely measure the inflows 
for the southern parts of Monu-
ment’s and Woodmoor’s systems. 
Repairs totaled about $8,000. 
The data from these flow meters 
are used to calculate the amounts 
billed to each of the districts for 
their proportional share of treat-
ment costs. 

A separate lightning strike 
on a different day damaged the 
facility’s pH and temperature 
meter. This meter had already 
been replaced. 

Burks suggested filing in-
surance claims to cover part of 
the costs for transmitter repairs 

and the meter replacement. The 
deductible for each of the two 
lightning claims is $2,500. He 
also suggested upgrading the 
facility’s lightning protection. 
The committee approved his sug-
gestions unanimously. 

The committee also unani-
mously approved the final 2006 
audit for the facility prepared by 
Reynolds, Henrie, and Associates 
of Denver. The final audit will be 

filed with the state. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:

46 a.m. 
**********

The next meeting was unani-
mously rescheduled to July 17 
at 10 a.m. at the facility’s confer-
ence room, 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meetings are normally held the 
second Tuesday of the month. 
ation: 481-4053.
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By Jim Kendrick
At the June 14 meeting, consultant engi-
neer Mike Rothberg of Rothberg, Tam-
burini, and Winsor Engineering briefed 
the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District board on the status of the state’s 
proposal to further modify effluent copper 
standards for the Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Treatment Facility. District Manager Phil 
Steininger briefed the board on consultant 
URS Dam Engineering’s evaluation of the 
condition of the dam and the staff’s recom-
mendations regarding routine Woodmoor 
Lake dam repairs. The board unanimously 
approved a contract for engineering design 
by URS. 

Joint Use Committee report
Director Benny Nasser represents the dis-
trict on the Joint Use Committee (JUC), 
which serves as the board for the Tri-Lakes 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. Woodmoor 
and the Monument and Palmer Lake Sani-
tation Districts are equal owners of the 
facility. There is one board member from 
each of the districts on the three-person 
committee. 

He reported on the administrative ac-
tions taken by the committee on June 12. 

Nasser noted that Plant Manager 
Bill Burks had obtained an Army Corps 
of Engineers 404 permit to shore up the 
western bank of Monument Creek near the 
discharge point for the facility as well as a 
temporary easement from the land owner, 
Ramona Smith. However, no work can be 
performed until November because the de-

graded bank is in protected Preble’s mouse 
habitat. President Jim Taylor signed the 
easement agreement. The other two dis-
trict board presidents had already signed 
the easement form. 

(For more information on the JUC 
meeting, see article on page 12.)
Rothberg discusses wastewater 

facility permit hearing
Nasser asked Rothberg, who did not attend 
the JUC meeting on June 12, to discuss 
what had happened during the June 11 Wa-
ter Quality Control Commission hearing in 
Pueblo on the facility’s request for a waiver 
of tightened copper concentration restric-
tions proposed by the state. Rothberg, 
Burks, and the facility’s environmental 
attorney, Tad Foster, presented evidence 
to the commissioners on why enforcement 
of the proposed tighter copper restrictions 
should be delayed. 

Rothberg began his presentation by 
noting that the original goal of their ef-
forts was to get the “underlying copper 
standards” changed. On May 1, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency issued rules 
calling for new technical approaches for 
determining how much copper could be 
allowed in Monument Creek discharges 
without being toxic to aquatic and plant 
life in the stream. The new standards 
would not provide the relief Foster had 
requested to allow the facility to continue 
operations without expensive modifica-
tions and much higher operating costs. The 

new proposed standards are for 2008-2009, 
the final two years of the current facility 
discharge permit. 

After the consultants reviewed a 
number of alternatives, Foster proposed 
an extension of the existing temporary 
three-year waiver for another five years 
to complete toxicity research to the Water 
Quality Control Division of the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Envi-
ronment. This alternative to conduct new 
redirected original research based on the 
new variant of the EPA’a biotic ligand 
model was not accepted. Rothberg said 
Foster was, however, able to negotiate a 
settlement with the division on June 8. The 
settlement allows a delay in applying the 
new EPA standards until the end of 2009, 
restoring the three-year waiver previously 
approved in late 2006. 

This permit waiver negotiated by 
Foster and Rothberg last year was to 
have lasted for the final three years of the 
permit, 2007-2009. It allowed monthly 
average and peak copper maximum con-
centrations to be three times higher than 
the original tightened standards for the 
final three years of the discharge permit. 
The waiver was based on original research 
for determining higher allowable copper 
concentrations based on EPA’s approved 
water effects ratios applied to the biotic 
ligand model. These water effects ratios 
were based primarily on how varying lev-
els of pH and water hardness in the stream 
increases or decreases the toxicity of the 
dissolved copper compounds added by Tri-
Lakes facility effluent. If stream water has 
a neutral pH level, neither acid nor base, 
higher levels of copper can be tolerated by 
aquatic life as the water becomes harder. 
Multipliers for allowable copper levels 
based on the relative level of stream water 
hardness and acidity were being developed 
by the consultants based on toxicity studies 
of aquatic life found in Monument Creek. 

Rothberg noted that a multiplier of 
about three times the copper levels origi-
nally proposed by the EPA in 2000 were 
being justified by the Tri-Lakes facility’s 
environmental expert’s experiments. How-
ever, the EPA has now decided to abandon 
this water effects ratio methodology and 
impose tighter restrictions at the begin-

ning of 2008. Foster argued that this did 
not give the facility time to study the valid-
ity of the new standards or implement any 
treatment changes by the end of 2007. 

Rothberg said the lowest monthly peak 
individual sample reading standard that 
the plant can probably meet at the present 
time is about 28 parts per billion (PPB) of 
copper during peak influent loading. The 
new copper standard proposed by the state 
is 8 PPB on average and 11 PPB for an indi-
vidual sample. Copper levels below 5 PPB 
are undetectable by approved testing meth-
ods. Errors in readings up to 100 percent or 
more by approved testing labs are common 
for these low concentrations. 

Rothberg noted that Foster also argued 
that the EPA did not follow its own rules 
for lengthy hearing processes that allow 
several years of testing and comment by 
those being regulated before a new stan-
dard can be formally imposed. 

Repeated testing of Monument Creek 
water where it crosses Baptist Road could 
not detect any copper a short distance 
downstream from the Tri-Lakes and Upper 
Monument Creek Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Facilities. The latter facility has 
no restrictions on the amount of copper it 
discharges to Monument Creek because of 
its considerably smaller capacity. How-
ever, after the ongoing expansion of that 
facility is completed, the state will impose 
copper limits and require monthly testing 
of effluent. 

Rothberg said he and environmental 
expert Steve Canton of GEI Consultants 
will immediately begin a “translator 
study” on how copper in the facility’s ef-
fluent is dispersed in Monument Creek. 
The study will try to determine why no 
copper can be found in Monument Creek 
downstream of the Tri-Lakes facility. Can-
ton has performed all the facility’s toxicity 
studies and testing since 2004, when cop-
per first became a problem. 

Once the multipliers for each type 
of Colorado aquatic life are determined, 
Canton can then determine the mix of 
species in Monument Creek and calculate 
a multiplier for the region’s slightly hard 
water that protects all life forms using 
statistical analysis. This research has cost 
about $250,000 to date. It will take years 

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District Board of Directors, June 14

Board considers plan to drain, maintain lake

NEPCO is a coalition of Northern El Paso County homeowners�  
associations (HOAs). Founded in 2001, NEPCO has grown to include 
18 HOAs representing more than 10,000 residents in the Tri-Lakes 
area. Some of the benefits of NEPCO membership: 

� NEPCO�s Land Use 
Committee reviews 
development propos-
als and provides rec-
ommendations to 
town and county 
planning departments. Member HOAs are notified of pending 
developments so they can alert their members.  

� NEPCO periodically meets with county 
and town officials to discuss issues con-
fronting the Tri-Lakes area. Here County 
Commissioner Wayne Williams responds 
to questions from NEPCO members. 

� NEPCO�s bimonthly meetings present 
experts who provide information and 
recommendations about urgent issues 
such as crime, wildfire mitigation, and 
water conservation. Here County Sheriff 
Terry Maketa updates NEPCO members 
on crimes in the Tri-Lakes area. 

� Laws governing HOAs are rapidly 
changing. NEPCO provides up-to-date 
information and recommendations on 
how to comply. Here renowned HOA 
attorney Lenard Rioth (2nd from the left) 
and representatives from the Wood-
moor Improvement Association and 
Gleneagle Civic Association share their advice. 

NEPCO will hold a special meeting on HOA law compliance 
Saturday, July 14, 10 am until noon at The Place 
(formerly the Cactus Rose restaurant), 13990 Gleneagle 
Drive. The meeting is open to the public.  

To learn more about NEPCO and the many benefits of 
NEPCO membership for your HOA, visit www.nepco.org or 
call Bob Swedenburg, NEPCO Secretary, at 481-2723.
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New custom home nearing completion in SET-
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1305 Ambergate Ct. - $815,000
Understated Elegance in this wonderful home in 
BENT TREE on 21⁄2 acres. Light and bright with a 
stunning 2 story great room with cherry entertain-
ment wall, 5 bedrooms, lots of great amenities 
including radiant heat, state-of-the-art tech wiring 
and a drive through heated garage. 

17520 Charter Pines Dr. - $735,000 
Traditional 5 bedroom family home in the heart of 
BENT TREE on a beautifully landscaped 3.6-acre 
lot. Enjoy a view of Pikes Peak from the deck 
while listening to the soothing sounds of water in 
the pond. Wonderful kitchen with granite and a 
large island. Beautiful woodwork throughout. 

Price Improved!
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and more expense to do new toxicity tests 
based on the alternative EPA standard 
model for copper. Rothberg noted that 
several other Colorado districts – Fort 
Collins, Boulder, Louisville, and Security 
– presented similar scientific information 
to the commissioners on their copper prob-
lems as well. 

Rothberg said that the Water Quality 
Control Commission had verbally agreed 
to accept the two-year waiver Foster had 
negotiated with the Water Quality Con-
trol Division on June 8, but it had not yet 
“formally approved in writing” the revised 
language in the settlement. Now that the 
water quality standards issue appears to 
have been settled for the short term, Roth-
berg and Foster must do the administrative 
work necessary to make sure the facility’s 
discharge permit is changed before Dec. 31 
to reflect the new waiver settlement. 

Rothberg said he would begin work-
ing with the engineering consultants of 
the other affected districts to pool their 
resources, share costs, and conduct coor-
dinated sampling programs and translator 
studies for their mutual benefit over the 
next two years. 

District President Taylor asked if the 
water commissioners considered the well-
documented accuracy problems testing 
labs have had in measuring copper con-
centrations accurately. “Not really, we’re 
not getting a lot of traction on that issue,” 
Rothberg replied. He said the accuracy 
problem was a Water Quality Control 
Division permit-writing and enforcement 
issue. The commissioners only hear testi-
mony and write regulations. Split samples 
of calibrated test samples submitted to 
state-approved labs have produced results 
with more than 100 percent error rates 
between the two identical samples. 

Nasser, a retired professional chem-
ist, said that Rothberg and Foster still 
needed to document the extensive re-
search, the high costs borne by Wood-
moor, Monument, and Palmer Lake, and 
the continuing sampling measurement er-
rors for future commission hearings and 
dealings with the division. 

Rothberg stated that no one knows 
precisely how the facility removes cop-
per. It is very effective in removing 88-92 
percent of the copper unless the influent 
levels are very high or plant treatment 
efficiency is reduced. Furthermore, no 
one knows why the influent copper levels 
from the three owning districts vary so 
greatly and randomly each month. The 
current high levels of dilution caused by 
the wet winter and spring in Woodmoor’s 
influent don’t appear to help the biological 
treatment processes used by the facility. 

Without relief from the new stan-
dards, Rothberg said the facility would 
have a 30-40 percent violation rate, facing 
potential fines of $10,000 per day for cop-
per levels that can barely be measured. 

There was consensus among the 
board members that none of the three 
owning districts can allow new metal pro-
cessing plants to discharge their wastes 
to the Tri-Lakes facility. Synthes, for 
example, has never been allowed to dis-
charge any metallic wastes to the Monu-
ment system. 

Rothberg said the proposed tighter 
statewide copper standards will be “a 
nightmare” in the near future as they be-
gin to affect discharging districts on the 
South Platte River, Cache la Poudre River, 
and several high mountain streams. 

Steininger noted that removing trace 
quantities of other heavy metals (such 
as silver, mercury, and cadmium) will 
become an issue in the long term, com-
pounding the copper problem. While the 
source of copper appears to be residential 
water pipes, dealing with the possible 

sources for the other heavy metals, natural 
and industrial, may require more direct 
intervention by the special districts. 

Rothberg said that Woodmoor adds 
chemicals to its drinking water to control 
residential copper pipe corrosion. Monu-
ment, Palmer Lake, and Triview Metro-
politan District do not treat their water 
for pH, hardness, or corrosion control to 
help the Tri-Lakes facility meet the copper 
standard. He suggested that the JUC con-
sider asking these other water purveyors 
to initiate corrosion control procedures in 
their drinking water. While adding caustic 
soda to control the aggressiveness of their 
drinking water would not help the facility 
meet an average standard of 8 PPB, it could 
make the difference in meeting an average 
standard of 24 PPB — at far less cost to 
the towns’ and Triview’s customers than 
installing, operating, and maintaining new 
copper removal systems. 

Taylor said the standards imposed by 
the EPA and the state Health Department 
seem to be arbitrary for each wastewater 
treatment facility. Rothberg replied that 
each portion of every stream is catego-
rized by several criteria and copper limits 
are not arbitrary numbers. Each category 

has its own table of standards for water 
quality that in turn determine discharge 
permit restrictions. Frequently, the Tri-
Lakes facility’s effluent is the entire flow 
of Monument Creek, leading to the pro-
posed imposition of new, tighter standards 
for “effluent dominated waters.” Rothberg 
said the predictions of the new model being 
proposed “are wrong” and that the consul-
tants need to show that to the state with 
new research. 

Next month, Fort Collins and Boul-
der will seek the same type of settlement 
and waiver relief as Tri-Lakes now has 
obtained. Their copper standards allow 
much higher concentrations based on these 
tables for their bigger plants and industrial 
loads, but those two towns cannot meet 
their individual standards either. 

Nasser concluded the JUC report 
by noting that Woodmoor’s flows into 
the facility averaged 1.7 million gallons 
per day. Palmer Lake’s average flow was 
315,000 gallons per day and Monument’s 
was 259,000. 

Proposal for maintenance of 
Woodmoor Lake dam discussed
Steininger opened the discussion of the 

Woodmoor Lake dam projects noting that 
this public presentation was the staff’s 
first step in sharing information with the 
community through newspaper coverage 
regarding planned lowering of the Wood-
moor Lake level. Information will also be 
published on the district’s Web site. He 
said a public meeting may be held if there 
is enough citizen interest in maximizing 
lake storage capacity and the planned rou-
tine maintenance of the dam. 

Preliminary studies on expanding the 
lake’s capacity by excavation have shown 
that it would cost $20,000 to $35,000 
per acre-foot (about 326,000 gallons), 
an amount that is “pretty costly” for the 
benefit. No decision has been made on 
excavation. 

The district’s drain valve for empty-
ing the lake is in the deepest part of the 
lake. The discharge pipe runs from the 
bottom of the lake through the bottom of 
the dam, emerging at the current spillway. 
The 40-year-old corrugated discharge pipe 
is galvanized and is beginning to corrode. 
He said it was a good time to make rou-
tine repairs since the district will now be 
increasing the use of surface water stored 
in the lake. 
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URS had been tasked at the February board meeting 
to investigate the condition of the dam’s structures and to 
develop a recommendation for repairs with cost estimates. 
Board members received a May 31 written report from 
URS engineer John Sikora that documented URS’s find-
ings and recommendations: 

• Drain the reservoir and replace the slide gate.
• Install an air vent.
• Reline the low level outlet pipe with a cured-in-place 

resin-impregnated fabric sleeve that expands and 
hardens to seal any cracks or joint failures.

• Excavate and replace the toe drain, stability berm, and 
outlet work beneath the stability berm.

• Replace the terminal outlet structure.
The URS report also contained a proposal for conducting 
an engineering design study. It did not address increasing 
lake capacity or providing a hydro-dam “temporary dead 
pool” for keeping fish. Steininger said that having fish at 
the bottom of the 50-foot-deep lake might have the unde-
sirable side effect of attracting fishermen.

Steininger also noted: 
• It is best to reline the discharge pipe at a cost of 

$850,000 rather than replace it at a cost $1.8 million. 
• The discharge valve will be moved from the bottom of 

the lake to outside the dam. 
• The current discharge pipe cannot meet the state’s 

requirement to drain the lake 5 feet in five days and will 
require a variance to use the existing lake pump station 
to meet this standard. 

Shaffer discussed the two-year drainage plan, noting that 
the lake will be drained in a manner so that it can still 
provide surface water for the 2007 and 2008 summer peak 
demand periods before it is completely emptied. The lake, 
even when full, cannot meet all district demands. If the 
engineering design plans are accepted by the board, the 
district will begin draining the lake in a few months. 

The district’s attorney, Erin Smith, asked that the con-
struction schedule be amended to allow her time to review 
the URS design study contract. The engineering study will 
cost up to an additional $109,500. 

Steininger said the staff needed the board’s review 
and approval before calls from constituents start to come 
in regarding aesthetics of the drained lake. There will also 
be safety concerns when a layer of ice forms and water 
continues to be pumped out, creating a void under the ice 
that could collapse if people walk on it. Warning signs will 
be posted to alert residents of the hazard. 

Excess effluent credits will be purchased from ad-
jacent Triview, Donala, and Monument in spring 2009 
to maximize the rate of refilling the lake with available 
stream flows after the repairs are completed. 

Other matters
The board unanimously approved the final draft of the 
2006 audit presented by Tom Jaspers of Reynolds, Henrie, 
and Associates. The audit will be forwarded to the state. 

Treasurer Jim Wyss reported that tap and use fees 
collected to date in 2007 are running behind the pro rata 

amounts in the budget and historical payment rates as 
well. Wyss said that the board may wish to “adjust the 
budget” in August if fee collections remain below the 
amount projected. If all fee payments were evenly distrib-
uted throughout each month of the year, revenues collected 
by May 31 should have been about 42 percent of the total. 
Actual percentages collected versus historical percentages 
for the first five months that Wyss discussed were:
• Water and sewer tap fees: 25 percent vs. 30-65 percent 

historically
• Water use fees: 17 percent vs. 19-24 percent historically 
• Sewer use fees: 30 percent vs. 30-40 percent historically
“Next month, I will be providing a revised midyear update 
on the budget,” Steininger said. He added that a few bud-
get adjustments might have to be made, this being a “wet” 
year and people using less water. 

The discussion of Pikes Peak Regional Water Author-
ity negotiations was deferred to the executive session. 

Sales of excess effluent to the Town of Monument will 
be less now that the town has filled its lake. Future sales of 
excess effluent to the town will be for replacing evaporated 
water. 

Directors Jim Wyss and Elizabeth Hacker said they 
had observed some instances of slightly brown water. 
Water Supervisor Randy Gillette said that all constituents 
should report such episodes to him immediately. The dis-
trict is using more surface water than in the past, which 
requires more treatment and makes these episodes more 
likely. The annual rehabilitation program for sanitary 
sewer lines has been completed. 

Shaffer reported steady progress on design of water 
and sewer lines for Palmer Ridge High School and the 
YMCA. The water tap fee for the high school stadium 
renovations was about $57,000. The water tap for the new 
high school will be about $238,000. 

A final design for the new non-potable water system 
for irrigating fields at both Lewis-Palmer School District 
38 high schools will be determined in the near future. The 
benefit to the school district will be lower irrigation costs. 
The benefit to Woodmoor will be lowered demand on its 
drinking water treatment plant. 

Shaffer said that monitoring of the south outfall of the 
sanitary sewer system for infiltration and inflow with eight 
sensor systems had been completed. Monitoring of the 
north outfall lines was under way. Infiltration is ground-
water entering the sewer lines through leaks. Inflow is 
stormwater leaking into loose manhole covers. This ad-
ditional water has to be treated by the wastewater facility, 
increasing the costs of treatment to Woodmoor. Shaffer 
will analyze the data and recommend repair options for 
the district’s sewer system.

The board went into executive 
session at 3:15 p.m. to discuss nego-
tiations. After returning to the regu-
lar session, the board unanimously 
approved the URS engineering 
design contract, subject to Smith’s 
review of professional liability cov-
erage by URS, and then adjourned. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 
1 p.m. on July 12 in the district 
conference room, 1845 Woodmoor 
Dr. Meetings are normally held the 
second Thursday of the month. In-
formation: 488-2525.
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Read All About It
z FORTUNE Magazine, January 22, 2007 

For the eighth year, Edward Jones was named one of 
the “100 Best Companies to Work For in America” by 
FORTUNE magazine in its annual listing. The firm 
ranked No. 29 overall and No. 9 on the magazine’s 
Best Large-sized Company list. These eight FORTUNE 
rankings include top 10 finishes for five years and 
consecutive No. 1 rankings in 2002 and 2003. 

z J.D. Power and Associates, July 10, 2006
Edward Jones ranked “Highest in Investor Satisfaction 
With Full-Service Brokerage Firms.” according to the 
J.D. Power and Associates 2006 Full-Service Investor

 Satisfaction StudySM.
 Edward Jones received the highest numerical score among full-service brokerage firms in the 

proprietary J.D. Power and Associates Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. Study based 
on 5,064 total responses measuring 20 brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who 
used full-service investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and 
perceptions of consumers surveyed from November 2005 to January 2006. Your experiences may 
vary. Visit jdpower.com.

z Forrester Research, May 22, 2006
For the third consecutive year, Edward Jones is 
among the best advocates for its clients, according to 
a study by Forrester Research, Inc., an independent 
research company that identifies and analyzes trends in 
technology and their impact on business. Edward Jones 
was the highest-ranking brokerage named on the client 
advocacy list.
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At Edward Jones, you’ll always have the ability to find 
quality investments. But the service and respect you’ll 
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Screen Repair
                           Windows and Screen 
                         Doors. We come to you! 

         Ask about our Screen Door Special...

 Kurt 487-3155

Ellis Construction
Insured—References

One Call Does All:
• Carpentry
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Tile
• Hardwood

flooring
• Cabinets
• Siding
...and more

719-460-8125
Licensed & insured for 

your protection

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works
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Forest View Acres Water District Board of Directors, June 28

Residents propose volunteer committees to address issues
By John Heiser

In February, water produced by the For-
est View Acres Water District (FVAWD) 
won the competition for best tasting water 
at the Colorado Rural Water Association 
(CRWA) 26th Annual State Conference 
held in Colorado Springs. 

In May, the water system suffered 
major failures that left some residents 
without water for up to five days. During 
the outage, water delivered to residents 
may have been contaminated. 

The FVAWD Board of Directors 
consists of Ann Bevis, Rich Crocker, 
Chris Monsen, Eckehart Zimmerman, 
and President Barbara Reed-Polatty. 

The board held its regular monthly 
meeting June 28. Toward the end of that 
meeting resident Ben Lee, speaking on 
behalf of a group of concerned residents 
outlined formation of a series of commit-
tees to help the board address the many 
issues facing the district. He said the 
district’s bylaws and state statutes allow 
for the formation of citizen workshops or 
committees to make recommendations to 
the board. He noted that many qualified in-
dividuals live in the district and are willing 
to help. He proposed that teams be formed 
in five disciplines: Communications, 
management, engineering, finance, and 
contracting. The teams would work under 
the guidance and direction of the members 
of the board. He concluded by saying that 
a kick-off meeting will be held July 10, 
6 p.m. at the Tri-Lakes district station 1, 
18650 Highway 105 and invited the board 
members to attend.

Bevis said, “I am so glad to see people 
coming forward with something positive 
to contribute.”

The board decided to issue public 
notices of the meeting as a special board 
meeting so that any number of board mem-
bers could attend.

Background
The district has retained Special District 
Management Services, Inc. (SDMS) as 
its administrative manager. Lisa Johnson, 
SDMS district manager, served as secre-
tary at the meeting. 

Mike Bacon of Community Solutions, 
Inc. (CSI) is the district’s contract opera-
tions manager. Deborah McCoy, President 
of SDMS, is a part owner of CSI.

The district water supply consists of 
a surface water plant and two wells, one 
in the Arapahoe aquifer and one in the 
Dawson aquifer. Only the Arapahoe well 
is currently being used.

The water is treated with chlorine, 
pumped through 750 feet of 6-inch water 
line, and stored in a 250,000-gallon steel 
storage tank. The water is then distributed 
through 36,000 feet of distribution lines 
that vary from one inch to eight inches in 
diameter.

ASCG, Inc., the district’s engineering 
firm, determined that the water treatment 
facilities are in good condition, the water 
tank is in fair condition, and the distribution 
system is in fair to poor condition. ASCG 
has prepared a list of proposed improve-
ments. (For the detailed cost breakdown 
see OCN June 3, 2006 “Forest View Acres 
Water District, May 25: Board ponders 
financing $6.2 million for improvements” 
posted at www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v6n6.htm#fvawd). 

In November, residents voted down a 
ballot measure that would have permitted 
the district to impose a property tax of 
up to 32 mills and issue bonds to pay for 
improvements to the system. At the same 

election, voters approved a ballot mea-
sure authorizing a property tax of up to 
5 mills for administrative and operational 
expenses.

Financial statements
The district’s financial statements showed 
that as of the end of May, the total of all the 
district’s funds stood at $324,065, which is 
up $39,583 from $284,482 at the beginning 
of the year.

For the first five months of the year, 
management expenses totaled $26,234 (33 
percent of the $80,000 budgeted for the 
year). Operator expenses totaled $19,996 
(33.6 percent of the $59,600 budgeted for 
the year). Legal expenses totaled $12,634 
(84.2 percent of the $15,000 budgeted 
for the year). As of the end of May, ex-
penses could normally be expected to have 
reached 41.7 percent (five twelfths) of the 
amounts budgeted for the year.

Operations report
The operations report for May showed that 
the district’s surface plant produced 1.6 
million gallons, averaging 38 gallons per 
minute over 29 days. The district’s well 
in the Arapahoe aquifer produced 147,278 
gallons, averaging 51 gallons per minute 
over 2 days. The net monthly production 
was 1.75 million gallons.

Water sales for August totaled 1.21 
million gallons.

The calculated net loss from the sys-
tem during May was 28.4 percent of total 
system use.

The board unanimously approved 
$1,500 to locate all the remaining valves in 
the system. Bacon noted that many of the 
valves are under the asphalt roadways and 
buried 6-8 inches.

Zimmerman expressed concern that 
the pipe that broke in May is being oper-
ated beyond its specification and is likely 
to break again. Crocker noted that the pipe 
was leaking 4 gallons per minute two years 
ago.

Bacon said the recently repaired trans-
mission line is rated for 100 psi and is be-
ing operated at 180 psi. He said it should be 
replaced with a 200 psi line.

Resident Penny Nevins added that the 
line is more than 10 years old.

Bevis said, “My concern is that we 
don’t have a master plan in place.”

Crocker said he is also concerned that 
the tank has not been inspected recently. 

Responsibility for hydrants 
Reed-Polatty noted that residents have 

asked questions about the fire hydrants 
that are served by the district.

Crocker noted that the district rules 
and regulations say the district is not re-
sponsible for the operation of the hydrants. 
He added that the memorandum of under-
standing between the district and the Tri-
Lakes Fire Protection District was never 
signed by the Tri-Lakes district.

Bacon asked that if the hydrants are to 
be flushed and tested that the work be done 
by the water district to ensure it does not 
disrupt system operations.

Johnson said she would check with the 
district’s attorney Paul Rufien to see what 
legal requirements apply.

McCoy added, “If there is a hydrant 
there, people expect it to work. The district 
needs to get them operational.”

Monument declines
 invitation to bid

Johnson announced that the Town of 
Monument declined to bid on the district’s 
request for a proposal for the town to take 
over operation of the district’s system. She 
said she would contact the town to try and 
learn the reasons for the decision.

Responses given to residents’ 
June 8 comments

Johnson said the total cost of the sup-
ply line repairs in May came to $47,072 
including the cost for the water from the 
Palmer Lake water system.

She said the total cost for the 2006 
election was $12,877.

District Web site tabled
Johnson noted that a district Web site could 
be a simple bulletin board with meeting 
announcements or could be expanded into 
something more elaborate. She added that 
CSI has staff that could do the work for 
$80 per hour. 

Lee noted that www.fvawd.org is 
currently maintained by volunteer Dave 
Weber and carries information about the 
district.

The board decided to postpone a deci-
sion and discuss it further at the next work 
session.

Election of officers
The following slate of officers was unani-
mously elected: Crocker, president; Reed-
Polatty, treasurer; and Johnson, secretary.

**********
The kick-off meeting regarding formation 
of volunteer committees is scheduled for 
July 10, 6 p.m. at the Tri-Lakes district sta-
tion 1, 18650 Highway 105.

A board workshop is scheduled for 
July 12, 9 a.m. at the SDMS office, 141 
Union Blvd., Suite 150, in Lakewood.

The regular board meetings are usu-
ally held on the fourth Thursday of each 
month. The next meeting is scheduled for 
July 26, 5:30 p.m. at Tri-Lakes district 
station 1, 18650 Highway 105 (near the 
bowling alley). Those wishing to attend 
should check the date, time, and location 
by calling the SDMS at (800) 741-3254 or 
488-2110. 

Above: Ben Lee proposes to the Forest View Acres Water District board of directors formation of volunteer committees. 
Seated at the table (L to R) Lisa Johnson, SDMS manager and directors Barbara Reed-Polatty, Eckehart Zimmerman, Ann 
Bevis, Rich Crocker, and Chris Monsen.Twenty-four residents attended the meeting June 28. Photo by John Heiser.
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By John Heiser
At the June 27 meeting of the Tri-Lakes-
Monument Fire Rescue Authority Board 
of Directors, it was announced that a 
court hearing would be held July 6 on the 
proposed merger of the Tri-Lakes Fire Pro-
tection District and the Woodmoor-Monu-
ment Fire Protection District. 

The court hearing offers the public an 
opportunity to comment upon the proposed 
dissolution of the Woodmoor-Monument 
district and inclusion of the area served 

by the Woodmoor-Monument district into 
the Tri-Lakes district. If the judge is satis-
fied that all required procedures have been 
followed and issues addressed, an election 
will be scheduled at which residents of the 
Woodmoor-Monument district can vote on 
the plan. If voters approve the merger, the 
boards have agreed to rename the com-
bined entity the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District.

Charlie Pocock, president of the Tri-
Lakes district, noted that public notices 

of the hearing have been published and 
posted and the Town of Monument and 
El Paso County have approved statements 
of no objection. He said the election will 
likely be scheduled for October 2 and, if 
approved, the merger will be completed 
January 1, 2008.

ISO rating improved
Chief Robert Denboske reported that the 
Insurance Services Organization (ISO) 
has completed its review of the fire author-
ity and improved the authority’s rating to 3 

within the Town of Monument, 
4 for those parts of the author-
ity that are within 1000 feet of 
a hydrant and 5 miles of a fire 
station, and 9 elsewhere. The 
prior rating was 5 within 1000 
feet of a hydrant and 5 miles of 
a fire station and 9 elsewhere. 
According to ISO data, only 
14 percent of fire departments 
in the United States achieve an 
ISO rating of 4 or better. Only 
5 percent achieve a rating of 
3 or better. Many insurance 
companies use the ISO rating 
in determining policyholder’s 
premiums.

The ISO considers vari-
ous factors some of which are 
outside the fire department’s 
control such as municipal wa-
ter delivery systems, special 
district water delivery systems, 
911 dispatch center capabili-
ties, and automatic or mutual 
aid agreements with nearby 
departments. ISO conducts 
an in-depth review of the fire 
department and its capabilities 
including fire fighting apparatus 
and fire suppression equipment, 
daily staffing levels, commu-
nication capabilities, station 
locations, training and equip-
ment maintenance records, and 
organizational structure.

Denboske added that the 
authority is looking to address 
areas where the ISO noted im-
provements are needed.

Financial Report
Fire Authority Treasurer John 
Hildebrandt said the author-
ity has received 60.3 percent of 
expected property tax revenue 
anticipated for the year. 

As of May 31, ambulance 
revenues were $227,584, which 
is 60.7 percent of the $375,000 

projected for the year. Hildebrandt added 
that he is projecting that ambulance rev-
enues will reach $450,000 or more for the 
year.

Specific ownership taxes of $144,759 
lagged at 37.8 percent of the budgeted 
amount for the year. At the end of May, 
revenue and expenditures would be ex-
pected to have reached 41.7 percent (five 
twelfths) of the yearly amounts.

As of May 31, total revenue stood at 
$2.1 million or 54.3 percent of the antici-
pated $3.9 million for the year.

Total expenses stood at $1.4 million, 
36.3 percent of the budgeted total for the 
year. Hildebrandt noted that due to the 
merger and issues regarding the construc-
tion of Station 2, legal expenses totaled 
$11,806, which is 196.8 percent of the 
budgeted $6,000. 

He said that overall, the finances are 
“looking pretty darn good.”

Authority receives clean audit
Julia Stone of Bondi & Co. presented 
the results of her audit of the authority’s 
financial statements. She said, “The au-
thority and the two districts received an 
unqualified opinion, which is the best you 
can get.”

She noted that there was a net increase 
in fund balances of $251,461 during the 
year, all reports were filed on time, and 
there were no violations of state budget 
law.

Stone recommended some additional 
internal controls and other procedural 
changes. Denboske said that most of her 
recommendations had been implemented.

Election of officers
The following slate was unanimously 
elected: Charlie Pocock, president; Tim 
Miller, vice president; John Hildebrandt, 
treasurer; and Rod Wilson, secretary.

At the completion of the public meet-
ing, the Tri-Lakes district board members 
then went into an executive session to dis-
cuss legal issues regarding Station 2.

**********
The Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue 
Authority board normally meets the fourth 
Wednesday of each month following the 
meetings of the boards of the Tri-Lakes 
Fire Protections District and the Wood-
moor-Monument Fire Protection District. 
The next meeting will be held July 25 at 
Tri-Lakes district Station 1, 18650 High-
way 105 (near the bowling alley).

For more information, call Chief 
Denboske at 481-2312 or visit www.tri-
lakesfire.com.

Above: Donald Wescott Fire Protection District’s new 1,250 gallon 
pumper on the day in mid-June when it was delivered by Central 
States Fire Apparatus of Lyons, SD, a division of Rosenbauer America. 
Rosenbauer is the world’s largest manufacturer of fire engines. Local 
dealer Max Fire Apparatus is currently making final installation of new 
equipment racks and lettering in Castle Rock prior to the pumper being 
placed in operation at Station 1 later in July. Photo provided by the 
Donald Wescott FPD.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Rescue Authority Board of Directors, June 27

Authority moves toward merger, achieves lower ISO rating
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� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces  
and Frames! 

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Larkspur�s 
own Maddi 
Reynolds,
pianist,  
soccer player, 
animal lover, 
and aspiring 
scientist is 
frame-styled 
to suit her 
very active 
lifestyle! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through 8/31/07.

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com 
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Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Workshop, June 14

Board considers ways to meet PRHS 
costs and to recruit and retain teachers 

By John Heiser
At the Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board workshop 
June 14, the board received a presentation from a special 
committee charged with developing alternative approach-
es for funding operation of Palmer Ridge High School 
(PRHS) and improving teacher recruitment and retention. 
Committee members Ken Emry and Jim Wyss made the 
presentation.

Meeting PRHS operating costs
The committee determined that, assuming program ele-
ments at PRHS are comparable to those at Lewis-Palmer 
High School, the additional cost to run two high schools 
instead of one will be $1.7 million to $1.8 million per 
year.

The committee was not charged with making recom-
mendations. Instead, the committee prepared a list of pos-
sibilities for decreasing costs or increasing revenue. Some 
of the possibilities presented:
• Increase high school teacher workload: Savings of 

$412,500 per year could be realized by increasing 
teacher workload at the high schools by one additional 
class for one semester each year. Alternatively, savings 
of $825,000 per year could be realized by increasing 

Call Carolyn at 488-5776 
All Fitness Levels Welcome 

Sundance Studio,
1450 Cipriani Loop, 
Monument
   5:45 am M/W/F 
   7:45 am M/W/F 
   9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F+

   6:00 pm T/Th 
   7:45 am Sat
   9:15 am Sat 
   4:00 pm Sun

Personal Touch
 10:30 am M/F
 7:45 & 10:30 am T/Th 
 7:15 pm T/Th 
Black Forest 
Community Church,
6845 Shoup Road 
   5:30 pm M/W+

   7:45 am Sat 
+Childcare available  

Help 
Wounded 
Soldiers 

Care Packages are being sent to Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center in Germany. Wounded soldiers 
come to the hospital directly from the war zone 
with no personal items. They need 

� Lounge pants or sweats 
� Grey or black T-Shirts (L or XL) 
� Phone cards, CD players, and CDs 
� Lotions, Chapstick, deodorants, shampoos 
� Magazines 
� Soups, crackers, and other snacks 

Please drop-off at Wal-Mart  
Fri.-Sat. July 27-28 

For pickup or additional drop-off locations, call Boy 
Scout Michael Nielsen Troop 524 (719) 487-9544. 
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To Schedule Your Party!

253 Washington St, Monument
(located inside 2 Watts Creative)

www.BeadCorner.net
488-0889

To Schedule Your Party

Bead Special for July
Red, White & Blue

Coral, Lapis, Sodalite, Snow Quartz, and More! 
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Unique Handcrafted Designs

Handy Man
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Finishing and Repairs
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Doors and Windows

Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim
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 Since 1982
Summer 
Painting 
Special!

10% OFF 
any job $500 or more 

thru 8/31/07.

More joy in your 
body … more 
peace in your life

Yoga Classes 
• Mon., 5:30 pm, Yogapathways, Monument

• Wed., 9:15 am, Palmer Lake Town Hall

Massage by Appointment
220 Washington St., Suite D, Monument

Deahna Brown, L.M.T., R.Y.T.

Above: The fact finding committee presented its 
results to the school board June 14. Clockwise from 
the left: Superintendent Ray Blanch; board members 
Gail Wilson, Dee Dee Eaton, Jes Raintree, Stephen 
Plank, and LouAnn Dekleva; committee member Jim 
Wyss. Committee member Ken Emry also participated 
in the presentation. Photo by John Heiser

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

KELLY'S DAYCARE
Home away 
from home

Kelly DaCosta
Owner/Operator

Conveniently located off Old Denver 
Highway in the Town of Monument.

Offering full/part-time/drop-in care.
Colorado License # 1538150

719.235.3204

Steve�s Auto Works 719-495-4508  
12615 Porcupine Lane, Take Shoup 1.5 miles E. of Vollmer

Quality Auto Collision & Paint Repair 

stevesautoworks.com

� Honest & Friendly 
� FREE Estimates 
� Insurance Approved 
� Free Towing 
� Hail Repair 
� Lifetime Warranty 



Page 20 Vol. 7 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 21Sat., July 7, 2007

teacher workload at the high schools by 
one additional class each semester each 
year.

• Increase middle school teacher 
workload: Savings of $270,825 per year 
could be realized by increasing teacher 
workload at the middle schools by one 
additional class for one semester each 
year. Alternatively, savings of $541,650 

per year could be realized by increasing 
teacher workload at the middle schools 
by one additional class each semester 
each year.

• Increase average class size at the high 
schools by one student: Savings of 
$240,000 per year could be realized. 
Superintendent Ray Blanch noted that 
increasing average class size may mean 

that some small classes will have to be 
cancelled.

• Increase average class size at the 
middle schools by one student: Savings 
of $100,000 per year could be realized.

• Use the district’s reserves to fund 
the first year of operations at PRHS: 
Board member Stephen Plank noted 
that the district has reserve funds to 

address unexpected expenses, not 
to pay for regular operations. He 
asked, “How do we recoup the 
reserves?”
• Pass a mill levy override 
(MLO) ballot measure: If some 
cost saving were achieved, $1.5 
million per year would suffice for 
operating PRHS.
• Reduce co-curricular 
activities such as sports and 
after-school programs: Savings 
of up to $500,000 per year could 
be achieved. Emry said that would 
create “a lot of backlash.”
• Reduce transportation 
costs: Parents could be charged 
for transporting their students. 
Buses could be used longer before 
replacement.
• Postpone opening 
PRHS: Costs for utilities and 
upkeep would be about $286,000 
per year. There may be alternative 
uses for the campus. Repairs 
and corrections that should have 
been done under construction 
warranties may have to be done at 
district expense. Jeff Chamberlin 
of RLH Engineering estimated 
the value of the construction 
warranties at $286,000.
Ways to improve teacher 
recruitment and retention
The committee noted:
• Teacher salaries in 
the district rank fifth among 
seven comparable nearby school 
districts. 
• Over the past four years, 
moving to other districts is the 
top reason teachers left Lewis-
Palmer. 
• A 4 percent increase 
would be needed to match 

Academy School District 20. The 
additional annual cost in that case would 
be $774,284. A 6 percent increase would 
be needed to match pay rates in Douglas 
County. The additional cost would be 
$1.1 million per year. 

• District 20 and Douglas County are 
considering MLO measures that could 
increase their salaries by 15 percent and 
6 percent, respectively. 

• Harrison School District 2 and 
Cheyenne Mountain District 12 have 
passed MLO measures that could 
increase pay in those districts by 13 
percent and 8 percent, respectively.

The committee presented some ways to 
address this issue:
• Pass an MLO specifically for teacher 

salaries: The committee estimated the 
annual amount needed at $1.5 million.

• Provide additional teacher benefits: 
These could include housing incentives, 
family health insurance premiums, and 
merit pay. Blanch noted that over half of 
the district’s teaching staff does not live 
within the district.

• Redesign the salary schedule for 
additional compensation in the earlier 
years: An 8 percent increase would 
cost $1.5 million per year. A 15 percent 
increase would cost $2.8 million per 
year.

MLO cost estimates 
and alternatives

The committee noted that the average val-
ue of a house in the district in 2007-2008 
is $362,456. The state mill levy freeze 
will increase the property taxes paid on 
the average house during 2007-2009 by 
$126. Blanch noted that the district will not 
receive any additional funding from that 
tax increase. Some examples of the total 
additional taxes 2007-2009 on the average 
house:
• $402 if an MLO is approved in 2007 to 

raise $1.6 million in 2008 and $3 million 
in 2009.

• $219 if an MLO is approved in 2007 to 
raise $1.5 million in 2008 and 2009.

Blanch said, based on comments from the 
committee members, staff, and residents, 
in the current political climate, “the likeli-
hood of passing an MLO is slight.”

Board member LouAnn Dekleva 
said, “If the MLO is just for teacher 
salaries, there might be a different 
outcome.”

Plank said that due to a change in 
state law, districts can request voter 
approval of an MLO for transpor-
tation. Other districts, such as the 
Cheyenne Mountain district have 
much smaller transportation costs 
than the Lewis-Palmer district’s $2.3 
million per year. Plank added that the 
intended use for the funds would be 
clear and, due to the wording of the 
state law, the tax revenue would auto-
matically increase in step with infla-
tion. Cheryl Wangeman, the district’s 
chief financial officer, noted that 
so far no school district in the state 
has passed such a measure. Plank 
requested additional information on 
the idea from Wangeman and Hal 
Garland, director of transportation.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 
Board of Education normally meets 
on the third Thursday of each month 
at the Learning Center in the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd 
and Jefferson. The next meeting is 7 
p.m., July 19. 

The district’s Web site is at 
www.lewispalmer.org. 

All Day Play, 
Snooze the Night Away!™

  FREE bath with 5 days of daycare!
With this ad. Campers must be neutered or spayed, current on Rabies, Distemper, 
& Bordatella, must socialize well with other dogs and be in overall good health.

(719) 632-WAGS (9247)
www.mycbw.com/monument

    A premier doggy day & overnight
  camp in a brand new, climate-controlled 
facility featuring spacious cabins, luxury 
suites and three indoor/outdoor play 
areas. Owners can enjoy guilt-free days 
and remotely view their campers playing, 
via our “camper cams.” 

Limit 1 per customer. ~ Exp. 8-31-07

    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight
  camp in a brand new, climate-controlled   camp in a brand new, climate-controlled   camp in a brand new, climate-controlled 
facility featuring spacious cabins, luxury 
suites and three indoor/outdoor play 
areas. Owners can enjoy guilt-free days 
and remotely view their campers playing, 

®®

18985 Base Camp Rd.
Near Woodmoor Dr. &

 Deer Creek Dr.

���������� � � � � � �������� � � � � � ����������������

��
���

�
���

�����
����

�
�

�
�

�
��

�
��

������
�

�

�������� � � � � ���������� � � � � ������������������ � � � � ����������

�
��

�
��

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
��

��
�

��
�

�
��

�

��
���

�
���

�����
����

�
�

�
�

�
��

�
��

������
�

�

��������������
����������������������������
��������������������������
���������������������

�������������������
�������

�������������������
����������������

���������������

��������������
����������������������

�����������������������

���������� � � � � � �������� � � � � � ����������������

��
���

�
���

�����
����

�
�

�
�

�
��

�
��

������
�

�

�������� � � � � ���������� � � � � ������������������ � � � � ����������

�
��

�
��

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
��

��
�

��
�

�
��

�

��������������������
����������������������������������

��������������
����������������������������
��������������������������
���������������������

�������������������
�������

�������������������
����������������

��������������������
���������������

��������������
����������������������

�����������������������

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

MOVING SALE!
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By John Heiser
At the Lewis-Palmer District 38 School 
Board meeting June 21, the board unani-
mously voted to place a mill levy override 
(MLO) measure on the November 6, 2007, 
election ballot; directed Superintendent 
Ray Blanch to open Palmer Ridge High 
School (PRHS) in fall, 2008; and directed 
Blanch to research alternatives for how to 
open the campus should the MLO ballot 
measure fail. 

The specific ballot measure language 
will be determined in August. Some of 
the alternatives to be considered were dis-
cussed at the board workshop June 14 (see 
article on page 19).

2007-2008 budget approved
A public hearing was held on the 2007-
2008 budget. Cheryl Wangeman, the 
district’s chief financial officer, presented 
the budget. Budget information is posted 
at www.lewispalmer.org/solo/bfo_budget-
info. Copies of the budget are available for 
review in the district’s finance office.

The district projects a $2.5 million 
increase in operating revenues next year, 
bringing the total general fund budget to 
about $38.4 million. Population growth 
projections call for 162 additional students 
in the traditional schools and a decrease 
of 118 students attending the Monument 
Academy Charter School. Wangeman said 
the decrease at the Monument Academy is 
largely due to the discontinuance next year 
of the Monument Academy’s high school 
program. She added that Lewis-Palmer 
schools are expecting 5,757 students in 
the fall, with 502 of those attending the 
Monument Academy. State funding for 
special education services will decline 
about $315,000. 

The district plans to hire 10 addi-
tional classroom teachers, the full-time 
equivalent of 10 more special needs ser-
vice providers, 3 bus drivers, and 1 bus 
monitor. The current teacher/student ratio 
and average class sizes will be virtually 
unchanged.

The 2007-2008 budget was based on 
a 5 percent increase for hourly employees, 
administrators, and teachers in an effort 
to stay competitive with nearby school 

districts. 
Wangeman noted that 86 percent of 

the General Fund budget is expended on 
staff compensation, an increase of 3 per-
cent over the current year. 

Following the public hearing, the 
board unanimously approved the 2007-
2008 budget as presented.

High school building 
projects reviewed

Jeff Chamberlin of RLH Engineering pro-
vided a review of this month’s progress at 
the high school construction sites. Some 
highlights of his presentation:
• Of the $65.1 million in bond proceeds, 

$5.1 million in invoices have been 
paid or are being processed and $18.1 
million has been committed on current 
contracts leaving $41.9 million yet to be 
committed. 

• Two bid packages totaling about $31 
million for work on PRHS are being 
processed. Determination of guaranteed 
maximum prices for the two packages is 
scheduled for July 19. 

• Hundred of cubic yards of concrete are 
being poured at PRHS.

• Contrary to rumors, no significant 
rock has been encountered during site 
grading. 

• Purchase of furnishings, fixtures, and 
equipment for PRHS would be phased 
over three years as enrollment increases 
at the school.

• Planned PRHS activities for the next 
month include grading and stabilization 
of the Monument Hill entry road, 
rough grading of the staff and visitor 
parking lot, installation of underground 
utilities, and the start of structural steel 
construction in the mechanical room, 
kitchen and loading dock areas on the 
south end of the building site.

• The LPHS stadium project is on 
schedule. 

• The YMCA needs fill dirt for their 
building project; The Lewis-Palmer 
district has agreed to 
give 1,700 cubic yards 
to the Y as part of the 
partnership between 
the entities. 

Blanch thanked Chamberlin and his team 
for providing extra help on designing im-
provements for the baseball and softball 
fields.

The board approved a memorandum 
of understanding with the Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District regarding 
tap consolidation at Lewis-Palmer High 
School (LPHS). Under the agreement, 
the district will pay $57,615 in additional 
tap fees and obtain a 3⁄4 -inch tap and a 11⁄2 
-inch tap in addition to transferring the 
existing 2-inch tap.

Other matters
• Superintendent Ray Blanch has 

completed his Ph.D. – The board 
congratulated Blanch on the successful 
completion of his Ph.D. program. 

• Boundary Committee members 
commended. – Sonia Cantlebary, Laurie 
Caves, Kelly Farmer, Hal Garland, 
Deborah Goth, Betty Hutchinson, 
Helen Liou, Kelly Kempf-Mobley, 
Robin Mossman, Tim O’Grady, Amy 
Owens, Peggy Parsley, Mary Perez, 
Martha Phelps, Robb Pike, Tim Rector, 

Above: School board president Jes Raintree (center) presents a commendation 
certificate on June 21 to Lori Greene for her volunteer work writing grant 
applications. Director of Program Implementation & Evaluation Dr. Susan 
Adams is on the left. Cheryl Wangeman, the district’s chief financial officer, is 
on the right. Photo by John Heiser.

Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, June 21

Board votes to put mill levy override question on the ballot

www.stuartscottltd.com to  
View all of my Current Listings 

(719) 578-8801 ext. 122

Mark Rudolph

Insert Photo 1 

T HE FINEST

HOMES, SERVICE & RESULTS

NEW URBAN LIFESTYLE 
* Way Cool Central Location * Adorable 

* 3Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car * 2004 2-Story * 
Mint Condition * Master Suite w/ Pri-
vate Balcony * Great for Roomates or 
Investment * Huge Views * $205,000 *  

Insert Photo 2 Insert Photo 3 

Insert Photo 4 Insert Photo 5 

PEACEFUL FOX PINES 
Huge Private Treed Lot * Quiet Cul-
de-Sac* 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * D-38 * 

Open 2-Story Floor Plan * Main Level 
Office * Waterfall & Ponds * Open 

Floor Plan * Theater Room * Tons of 
Storage * Built: 2001 * $575,000 *

PICTURE PERFECT 
* Close to Carson * Light/Bright * 

4Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car *  Dramatic Vaults * 
Front Range Views * Huge Yard * Like-
New Condition * Formal Living/Dining 
* Unfin. Walk-Out Lower * $239,900 * 

FALCON HILLS 
* Fab 2-Story * New Everything: Roof, 

Windows, Furnace, Kitchen, Baths, 
Carpet, Paint * 3Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car * 

Large Open Main Level * Tons of Sun * 
Room to Grow * 1/2 Acre lot * RV 

Parking * Views * $235,000 * 

Call 492-3974 for a Free Market Analysis to determine the Value of Your Home!!

AUSTIN HEIGHTS 
Newly Built by Dreamcatcher Homes * 
High Quality Custom * 4Bed/ 3Bath/ 
3Car * Main Level Living * Spa-Like 

Master Suite * Rec. Room w/ Wet Bar * 
Granite, Hardwood, Stainless * Mtn./
City Views * Elevator * $419,000 *

PRICE IMPROVED

PRICE IMPROVED

JUST LISTED
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Linda Sardi, Cathy Wilcox, Becky Yoder, Britney 
Ghee, Joseph Marcus, Darcy Schmidt, and Eric Uribe 
received commendation certificates for the work they 
accomplished in bringing recommended attendance 
boundary scenarios to the school board.

• Greene recognized for grant writing. – Lois Greene 
was thanked for her contributions as a volunteer grant 
writer for the district.

• LPHS teacher Mann commended for his work. – Teacher 
John Mann was commended for his initiative in writing 
curriculum for new courses at LPHS, bringing real 
world experiences to the classroom, and for teaching by 
example. Mann is leaving the district to work at the US 
Air Force Academy.

• School meal prices increased. – Meal prices will 
increase $0.15 to $0. 25 for the 2007-2008 school year. 
A larger selection of fresh produce and whole grain 
products will be offered, while some other options will 
be eliminated. 2007-2008 prices: Elementary Lunch 
- $1.75; Secondary Lunch - $2.00; Secondary Student 
Breakfast - $1.50; Milk - $0.50; Adult Breakfast - 
$2.00; Adult Lunch - $2.50 without milk.

• Mill levy override information provided. – Blanch 
provided a review of input received from the MLO 
Fact Finding Committee and district administrators 
regarding the challenges of operating Palmer Ridge 
High School and attracting and retaining teachers. He 
presented alternative solutions that were explored. (For 
details, see the June 14 board workshop article on page 
19.)

• Facilities and Enrollment Committee (FEC) quarterly 
report on the 2006 bond issue/building program and 
the 1999 MLO – FEC Chair Carl Janssen discussed 
bond expenditures for high school construction 
projects. He also presented a brochure detailing how 
the funds have been spent from the 1999 MLO election, 
stating the monies have been spent as designated.

• FEC Annual Report on the district’s technology 
plan – FEC member Karen Shuman reported on 
the district’s technology plan that was reviewed by 
the FEC as part of their charge from the board. The 
subcommittee reviewed the working plan in relation 
to student assessment, achievement, and professional 
development. They will continue to work with the 
technology department and give quarterly reviews 
and an annual update to the board. The report will be 
posted online and shared with staff.

• Communication Audit progress report – Community 
Relations Manager Robin Adair discussed actions 
taken since the board’s receipt of the communication 
audit. Three major areas of work include prioritizing 
recommendations, setting goals and objectives, 
and developing key messages. She listed audit 
recommendations that have been implemented and 
made additional recommendations. The goal is to 
strengthen internal and external communications to 
build trust in the school board and district.

• Professional Learning Communities (PLC) report – 
Director of Program Implementation & Evaluation Dr. 
Susan Adams presented an annual report evaluating the 
current status of the PLC program, in which teachers 
work together to improve student achievement. After 
surveying three groups of administrators, teachers, 
and parents in January, Dr. Adams found the program 
to be “developing” and made recommendations for 
improvements to the program.

• District 38 continues participation in Pikes Peak 
Area School District Alliance. – The board approved 

the district’s continued participation in the effort to 
make the voice of local school districts heard regarding 
Colorado legislative matters.

• Superintendent’s update – Blanch said he plans to hold 
discussions with the community regarding a strategic 
vision of education of the Whole Child for the 21st 
Century. This discussion would include the importance 
of visual and performing arts, sports, and a variety of 
other elements and how the district can address them. 
He also reported that he has begun investigating how 
the school district can help provide space needed by 
community seniors for classes, luncheons, and other 
activities. 

• Board member comments –Stephen Plank noted that 
people are the key to an excellent organization and 
teacher salaries should be looked at in conjunction with 
a mill levy override. LouAnn Dekleva commended 
Blanch for his work in developing community 
partnerships such as with senior groups. Gail Wilson 
noted that only three school districts in the Front 
Range have 90 percent or better graduation rates 
(Cheyenne Mountain, Academy, and Lewis-Palmer). 
Lewis-Palmer’s graduation rate is 98.5 percent. She 
commended the staff and administrators on the fine 
jobs they are doing. President Jes Raintree said she 
appreciates the level and detail of discussions on policy 
governance the board held during the week.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third Thursday of each month at 
the Learning Center in the Lewis-Palmer Administration 
Building, 2nd and Jefferson. The next meeting is at 7 p.m., 
July 19. 

The district’s Web site is at www.lewispalmer.org. 
Meeting highlights from the district’s Web site were used 
in preparing this article. 

The Monument Academy Web site is at www.monum
entacademy.net. 

Above: Concrete is poured at the Palmer Ridge High 
School site on June 15 Photo from a presentation 
by Jeff Chamberlin of RLH Engineering 

John & Jacqueline Homa

(719) 488-2987
755 Highway 105, Suite P

West End Center

Spacious Country Living - $500,000

Custom home on over four acres with 
meadow and woods. Foothill and city 
views. 4 bedrooms and 4 baths with over 
3,400 sq. ft. plus a 12’x20’ sunroom. 
Huge eat-in gourmet kitchen has new slab 
granite counters, new ceramic range/oven, 
breakfast bar, and new refrigerator. New 
carpet. Large master suite with 5-piece 
bath and walk-in closet. Grand two-story 
foyer with hardwood fl oor. Formal dining 
and living rooms. Main level family room 
with brick fi replace. Second family room 
and exercise area in walk-out basement. 
Front covered porch, deck, and two patios. 
5 bay windows.

Open House Sat., July 7, 1-5
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Mountain-Air Salon
251 N. Front Street in Downtown Monument

introduces...
John Renau Clip-in 

Extensions and Hi-lites 

Call Christina toay to schedule your FREE 
consultation! 719-481-3265 or 719-237-3789. 

• 100% premium tangle-free 
human hair.

• Take in & out at home, 
no upkeep.

• Clips flat to the head 
for comfort.

• Can shampoo, color & iron 
just as you would your hair.

• 1/4 the cost of bonded 
extensions with no damage 
to your natural hair.

• Lasts for years with proper 
care

• Many colors to choose 
from for an exact match 
to your natural hair.

• Also available as hi-lite 
pieces in funky, fun colors 
(blue, pink, red, purple, 
etc.) for a night out!

• Only salon in Southern 
Colorado offering these 
exclusive extensions (as 
seen in bridal and celebrity 
magazines).

Is your daughter the  
perfect princess? 

Make her birthday as special as she is  
by inviting her favorite princess... 

Face Painting �Magic 
Dress-Up �Story-Telling Cinderella

Princess for a Day: 719-216-2000 
www.PrincessforaDay.com

Sleeping
Beauty

Cinderella � Ariel  
Sleeping Beauty 

Barbie � Fairy 

Support Our 
Community

Shop 
Tri-Lakes
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Board of Trustees (BOT) 
has approved the Monument Hill Sertoma 
Club’s request for Fourth of July parade 
permits for the past 15 years. On June 4, 
the board unanimously approved another 
annual special-event permit and street-clo-
sure resolution to facilitate Sertoma host-
ing 20,000 people in what has come to be 
known as “the biggest small town parade 
in Colorado.” 

Mayor Byron Glenn and Trustees Gail 
Drumm and Travis Easton were excused. 
Mayor Pro Tem Dave Mertz presided. 

Past Sertoma President Ted Bauman, 
past Parade Chair Gov Vaughn, current 
President Ron Pitt, and current Parade 
Chair Bill Walsh thanked the board and 
staff for their support in coordinating the 
parade plans and answered questions. 
Some of the points discussed were:
• Town Clerk Scott Meszaros stated 

that all affected town departments and 
special districts had approved the plan, 
and the appropriate amount of liability 
insurance had been obtained. 

• Bauman noted that additional trash bins 
and portable toilets would be distributed 
throughout the parade route and the 
street fair on Second Street between 
Jefferson and Front Streets. 

• Monument Police Sgt. Steve Burke said 
there would be more no-parking signs 
and they would be posted starting July 
3 to better keep the parade route clear. 

• Trustee Steve Samuels asked for more 
street sweepers to clean up behind 

horse and Renaissance Festival animals 
before the marching groups following 
the animals encountered problems. 

May 21 BOT minutes 
controversial

Trustee Tim Miller said that he’d like 
the “Trustee Comments” section of the 
proposed minutes for the May 21 BOT 
meeting to be amended. He wanted his 
three concerns about the “drug issue at 
Lewis-Palmer High School” added to the 
minutes. 

The proposed minutes said “Trustee 
Miller brought up the issue of drugs at 
Lewis-Palmer High. Ms. Green was in-
structed to follow up with Mr. Ray Blanch 
to see how the Town could assist in the is-
sue.” Cathy Green is the Monument town 
manager and Blanch is the Lewis-Palmer 
School District 38 superintendent. 

At the May 21 meeting, Miller asked 
the board to make the drug problem at 
Lewis-Palmer High School its top special 
interest item, because drug abuse is illegal, 
a safety issue for area students, and harm-
ful to property values. Miller noted the 
school’s proximity to I-25, a major drug 
trafficking route. Glenn asked Green to 
initiate discussions with Blanch at her next 
meeting with him. 

Miller said that although the high 
school is not within Monument, town stu-
dents go there, and he wanted to make drug 
use a special concern/issue for the board. 

Trustee Tommie Plank disagreed with 
Miller, saying the board should discuss the 
issue during the trustee comments agenda 

item rather than consider making a change 
to the May 21 minutes. 

Miller replied that a Kings Deer parent 
had brought the drug issue to his attention. 
Miller added that he had discussed it with 
his daughters and knew Police Chief Jake 
Shirk was aware that this problem existed. 
He asked that all his comments be added to 
the May 21 minutes. Green suggested that 
the minutes could be tabled until Miller’s 
remarks could be transcribed and added. 
Miller then said he would rather comment 
on the issue again and moved to approve 
the minutes for May 21 without amend-
ment. They were unanimously approved 
without any changes. 

Trustee comments
Miller thanked Claudia Whitney for orga-
nizing the Memorial Day ceremony and 
Trustee Steve Samuels for his speech at “a 
really neat ceremony.” 
High school drug issue discussed again: 
Miller reiterated his desire to have the 
board “look into” the drug issue at Lewis-
Palmer High School as a “special interest 
item if we can.”

“I don’t know what authority we have 
to do anything on it, but I know it affects 
the town,” Miller said. He said his daugh-
ters have told him there are drugs in the 
lockers at the school and he thought “narc 
dogs” could be used to find them. 

The high school lies outside the town 
boundary in unincorporated El Paso Coun-
ty, under the jurisdiction of the county 
Sheriff’s Office rather than the Monument 

Police Department. District 38 is bordered 
on the north by County Line Road, on the 
west by the mountains, and on the south 
by the eastern extension of West Baptist 
Road, and it extends east of Highway 83. 
The town of Monument is a small portion 
of the district geographically. 

Plank, a former D-38 school board 
member before her initial appointment 
to the Board of Trustees, said she had e-
mailed Superintendent Blanch after the 
May 21 board meeting and confirmed 
that the “young person who died,” the one 
Miller had specifically referred to in the 
previous BOT meeting, had been out of 
school for over two years. 

Plank said problems such as “drugs 
in the lockers” should be reported to the 
high school authorities because the school 
district board, not other elected bodies, is 
responsible for handling its internal drug 
and alcohol problems. She said it was 
“irresponsible of us to make the kind of 
comments that were made without first 
checking into them.” There is a 1 percent 
expulsion rate, mostly drug-related and 
alcohol-related. She said there is likely a 
drug problem in the community, in public 
and in private homes, “but to say it is a 
school problem is inflammatory and incor-
rect.” 

Miller pointed out that he had not 
mentioned a drug overdose death at the 
May 21 meeting. Plank insisted that Miller 
had started his comments by saying a stu-
dent had died of an overdose. “That was 

Monument Board of Trustees, June 4

Fourth of July parade and street fair permit approved

8/31/07

8/31/07

Let us sell for YOU on the 
WORLD’S LARGEST

auction site!

�� FREE research for the current EBAY market value of your treasure.
You’ll know the value BEFORE you decide to sell…FREE! 

�� FREE professional photographs on EBAY of your treasure! 
�� Advertising experience that guarantees an enticing and accurate 

description of your treasure! 
�� We sell WORLDWIDE for you, answer ALL of the e-mail questions, 

and handle ALL of the packing and shipping!
�� Competitive rates and conveniently located.

We do it ALL for YOU!
The Blue Sage Merchant

251 Front St #4, Downtown Monument, 488-1822



Page 24 Vol. 7 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 25Sat., July 7, 2007

how you started your comments that night, mentioning 
that a young student had died of a drug overdose, and in 
fact that person who died had not been a student for over 
two years.” However, Miller had made no such statement. 

There had been no discussion of overdoses or of a young 
person’s death noted in the May 21 meeting. A review of 
OCN’s recording of the May 21 BOT meeting verified that 
Miller had made no remarks about overdoses. 

Mertz said that he agreed with Plank and that Miller 
should discuss his concerns regarding high school issues 
with the school district directly, as a parent rather than a 
trustee. Miller said “I’m not slamming District 38. I’m not 
telling them how to run their business. I’ve heard this as 
an issue. I represent constituents. I’m bringing it up to the 
board’s attention. So noted, let’s move on.” 

Town Attorney Gary Shupp said the municipal court 
deals with a “fair number of people under the age of 21 
brought in on minor drug and alcohol problems.” More 
serious issues are dealt with by the District Attorney’s 
Office. It may be appropriate for the board to host a forum 

on the issue, but serious problems 
are beyond the board’s author-
ity and jurisdiction, Shupp said 
Green asked Miller to call Shirk 
to discuss the department’s ag-
gressive enforcement of drug and 
alcohol abuse.

Plank thanked Public Works 
Director Rich Landreth for street 
repairs recently completed in 
downtown Monument. 

Water conservation 
restrictions clarified

Monument resident Roger Man-
sary asked the board for clarifica-
tion of town regulations on water 
conservation. He said he had 
received conflicting information 
from members of the town staff 
on restrictions on watering, use 
of swimming pools, car and win-
dow washing, and town xeriscape 
landscaping requirements that 
directly conflict with homeown-
ers’ association requirements for 
minimum lawn installation and 
maintenance in some develop-
ments. 

Green said that town ordi-
nances do need to be updated. 
Irrigation in Monument is limited 
to Monday-Wednesday-Friday 
for odd addresses and Tuesday-
Thursday-Saturday for even ad-
dresses, but never from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. No irrigation is allowed in 
town on Sundays. Warnings will 
be given before tickets are issued. 
Drip systems, hand-watering, 
and hand-washing of cars and 
windows are not covered by town 
ordinances. 

Mansary asked the town 
to distribute a list of the cur-
rent water restrictions in town 
water bills, and Green agreed. 
There was also a discussion of 
new landscaping restrictions on 
grass lawn percentages. Shupp 
told Mansary that no one knows 
the actual amount of available 
groundwater in Denver basin 
aquifers.

Other matters
Truck route ordinance de-
leted: The board unanimously 

approved the deletion of the outdated truck route ordi-
nance for vehicles in excess of 26,000 pounds that had 
been superseded by the new ordinance approved at the 
May 21 meeting. 
Third Street project: The board held a public comment 
session on the $1.3 million improvement project for Third 
Street stormwater drainage, a requirement for receipt 
of a previously awarded Colorado Department of Local 
Affairs Community Development Block Grant. Green 
advised the board that attempts to increase the amount of 
the grant from $120,000 to the $250,000 amount requested 
had not been successful. The board declared Third Street 
a “blighted area” on July 17, 2006, in order to qualify for 
the grant. New curbs and gutter will be installed, as well 
as underground stormwater pipes that will replace the 
current overtaxed drainage ditches on both sides of Third 
Street. There was no public comment. 
Wal-Mart liquor license renewal approved: The board 
unanimously approved renewal of the Monument Mar-
ketplace Wal-Mart’s 3.2 percent beer liquor license. The 
owner of Il Fratello’s restaurant was absent a second time, 
as he was on May 21, and his license renewal was again 
tabled. 
FREX payment approved: The board unanimously ap-
proved a subsidy of $20,000 to the Colorado Springs De-
partment of Public Works/Transit for FREX bus service 
between Colorado Springs and Denver. The buses stop in 
Monument at the Park’N’Ride lot at the northwest corner 
of Highway 105 and Woodmoor Drive. 
Town manager report: Green reported that during her 
meeting with D-38 Superintendent Blanch, they had dis-
cussed increasing the new construction fee for the school 
district from $250 per household to $1,200. The new 
amount would still be in the bottom quarter of such fees 
charged throughout Colorado. Blanch said D-38 wants the 
new Palmer Ridge High School to be annexed by the town 
and would share the facility for seniors programs.

Green said that plans for the new Town Hall and Po-
lice Department building to be constructed on the south-
west corner of Beacon Lite Road and Highway 105 are 90 
percent complete. 

Police Sgt. Burke said Monument Officer Chad 
Haynes works with Lewis-Palmer High School as an unof-
ficial school resources officer. Haynes supports the county 
sheriff’s officer assigned to the high school. 

The board went into executive session at 7:20 p.m. 
to discuss real estate negotiations. The board came out of 
executive session and adjourned at 8:05 p.m. without any 
votes or discussion taking place. 

Childrens Choice 
www.childrenschoice.us

� Longtime, highly qualified teaching 
staff certified in CPR & 1st Aid 

� Developmentally appropriate  
programs for all children  
12 months to 12 years 

� Committed to a multi-cultural, 
anti-biased philosophy 

� Hot lunch and snacks prepared in 
our kitchen - kid friendly and  
nutritious menus 

� 1⁄2 day and full day preschool 

� Before & after school programs 
� Transportation to & from most  

District 38 elementary schools 
� Kindergarten readiness skills 
� Homework assistance 
� Summer camp 
� Vacation camps 
� Programs during elementary  

school closures 
� Open year round with  

year round enrollment 

Now enrolling for Summer Camp! 
Our fun and exciting summer school age program is available five 
days a week. You pick the days: 2, 3, 4 or all 5 days! You can 
also pick the weeks. Pick one week or all of them. We provide AM 
and PM snacks and a special Friday lunch. Activities include two 
weeks of swimming lessons then weekly swimming, hiking, ice 
and roller skating, museums, area attractions, and arts & crafts.

Please drop in or phone for a tour. 
We would love to show you our school! 

77 Third Street · 488-0884 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 - 6:30 
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10%
OFF
With this ad.

Good thru 7/31/07.
Not good with other offers.

Come See the Train!
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
11/01/2012

Notes by Advanced Micro Devices (AMD)

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated BB- by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-Annual Interest
• Call features exist

*Yield effective as of 6/26/2007, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATIONVISIT OUR NEW LOCATION
SIDEWALK SALE EVERY DAY 

Items marked 80% off 

New Jewelry and Accessories 
Gently worn fashions for  

women and children 
Visit our new location in the Monument Plaza behind 
Rosie�s Diner in the alcove between Wells Fargo and 

Domino�s Pizza 

www.twotimers.net 

719-484-0300

Two Timers
Fine Consign 

Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

Child Care in a Loving Family Home
Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek 

� Full-Time and Part-Time 
� Before and After School 
� Night Care Also Available 
� Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 232-6438 or 1-719-404-4172
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By Jim Kendrick
On June 18, The Monument Board of Trustees approved 
an ordinance for creating a new intergovernmental agree-
ment and paying approximately $260,000 to Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District for 500,000 gallons of added storage 
capacity in the district’s new water storage tank. It would 
cost twice that amount for the town to build a 500,000 gal-
lon tank in Forest Lakes. 

Trustee Tim Miller was absent from the June 18 meet-
ing.
Easements for water supply lines swapped

The town already owns groundwater rights within the 
Forest Lakes district. It had previously obtained an 
easement within the Forest Lakes district to construct a 
separate water storage tank and supply lines to transport 
its groundwater to the town’s treatment plant at Second 
Street and Beacon Lite Road. This original easement was 
no longer required and was vacated as part of the approved 
ordinance. The water will be transported through a new 
realigned town supply line easement from the enlarged 
joint-use tank. 

The Forest Lakes district will be the sole owner of 
the tank and manage its construction. The town will own 
the future supply lines between this joint-use tank and the 
town water treatment plant. 

The town also will have to pay for materials and con-
struction of this new supply line and for a pro rata share of 
continuing operating and maintenance costs for the tank 
and all such costs for the supply system. 

Mayor Byron Glenn suggested that Town Manager 
Cathy Green and Public Works Director Rich Landreth 
arrange with Forest Lakes District Manager Ann Nicholls 
to have the nominal $260,000 payment put in an escrow 
account so the town could retain the interest on the funds, 
while the Forest Lakes district negotiates its construc-
tion contract and financing. The escrowed payment will 
show the district’s lenders that the town’s participation in 
the construction project is guaranteed. Landreth said the 
funds might be in escrow only briefly as Forest Lakes may 
have already issued a notice to proceed. 

There were no comments from the public during the 
open portion of the hearing. The board unanimously ap-
proved the ordinance, with an amendment for setting up 
the escrow account for the easement payment. 

Street fair resolution approved
The board unanimously approved a resolution for a tem-
porary street closure and special event permit for the Tri-
Lakes Chamber of Commerce to host its annual Fourth 
of July street fair. The street closure is for Second Street 
between Jefferson and Front Streets. 

Town Clerk Scott Meszaros noted that the chamber 
had coordinated all requirements for the resolution, in-
cluding presentation of a traffic control plan and certificate 
of insurance. 

Chamber spokesman Greg Cook said 
that sales tax collections are the chamber’s 
responsibility. Some vendors are not li-
censed in Monument, so they are covered 
by the “umbrella” of the chamber’s special 
event permit, in a manner similar to the 
Farmer’s Market held every Saturday. The 
chamber forwards all sales tax revenues col-
lected to the state Department of Revenue, 
noting that they were generated in down-
town Monument. 

Trustee comments
Trustee Dave Mertz commented that the Tri-
Lakes Cruisers’ car show had been a big suc-
cess and that judging the many outstanding 
cars on display had been extremely difficult.  
(See photo on page 36)

Trustee Tommie Plank commented that 
Art Hop, which is sponsored by downtown 
stores, will continue to feature special au-
thors and artists until 8 p.m. on the third 
Thursday evening each month. She said 
these are great events for the whole family. 

Trustee Gail Drumm reported on a 
conference he had attended in California 
sponsored by the Urban Land Institute. A 
major theme was for small towns to make 
themselves uniquely appealing to visitors. 
He noted trends in modern urbanism, build-
ings and construction, park and recreation 
design concepts, and evolution of services 
provided for seniors toward physical fitness 
training and broadband Internet access. 

Monument Board of Trustees, June 18

Town will share new water tank 
with Forest Lakes

Schedule for July 
Mondays
1:00-2:30 pm        Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
5:30-6:45 pm       Continuing Yoga       Deahna 
Tuesdays
9:00-10:25 am      Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
10:35-noon           All Levels Yoga          Sue 
6:30-8:00 pm       All Levels Yoga          Sue
Wednesdays
9:30-11:00 am       Level I Yoga             Raleigh 
5:30-7:00 pm       Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
7:15-8:15 pm         Power Yoga              Kim 
Thursdays 
6:30-7:45 am        All Levels Yoga         Sue 
9:30-10:45 am      Tai Chi Fitness          Cindy 
1:00-2:30 pm        Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
Fridays  
9:00-10:30 am      All Levels Yoga          Sue 
Saturdays
9:15-10:45 am       All Levels Yoga        Sue/Casey 
Sundays
10:00-11:15 am       Vinyasa Yoga        Sue/Raleigh 
7:00 pm                Meditation                Varies 

Yoga Classes: $13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card 
 Meditation by donation  

Vacation Schedule:   Raleigh�s classes suspended 
through July 19.  No classes July 3 (Sue). 

Yoga Pathways Studio 

Check out Sattvic Stuff
  the yoga & healthy living shop  
Open before & after classes and  

Tue. 8:30 am-12:30 + Wed. 4-8 pm 
Shop info:  481-0599 

*Yamuna Body Rolling
July 8   1:00 pm  

*Balance Workshop
July 13 7:00 pm Ginny Gibson  

*Monument Art Hop
July 19  5:30-8 pm 

    

Info:  Sue 660-7858 

Yoga Pathways
Studio 325 2nd St.  
Suite W.,  Monument 
Studio info: Raleigh 481-4137  
or  Sue 660-7858                             

Teachers: Deahna 210-7376,  Cindy 661-6268,  
Kim 303-862-8965 

Beg. 7-18 
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Collaborative Mental Health and 
Wellness Services

Counseling:
• Child, Adolescent, and Adult Psychotherapy
• Family Therapy, Couples Counseling and Group Therapy

Parent/Family Education:
• Interactive, child-friendly workshops for families in all 

developmental phases. 

Deahna’s Grove Massage:  210-7376
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Please call for schedules and appointments

Rebecca 
Albright

MSW, LCSW

Cheryl 
Scharp

BAed,Mstrs 
Lvl Cnslr

Diane E. 
Craft 

LPC, CAC III

Deahna 
Brown 

LMT, CYT

Victoria
Fleischmann

MA, LPC

15090 Herring Road�Only 549,900! 
6 bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage on 5 acres! D20. 

Virtual tour at GoColoradoSpringsHomes.com  

Call Brian Boals
459-9955 (Cell)

534-7922 (Office) 

Storybook Stone-Sided Country Charmer!
Just Listed! 

MLS # 244919

Personal Wellness Coach
Whether you want to maintain your 
weight, lose weight or have more 
energy.  We can help design a program 
that fits your lifestyle.

Call today for a FREE Evaluation.

Ann Chavtur  488-3677
Herbalife Independent Distributor

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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Mayor Byron Glenn noted a Denver Post article about 
seniors on the “Silver Tsunami” of services and jobs se-

niors will be seeking in the future. He also discussed the 
state’s major shortfall for road building and maintenance, 
citing a Colorado Department of Transportation 20-year 
plan that would cost $243 billion, while projected budgets 
for the next two decades total only $73 billion. 

Public comments
Monument resident Steve Meyers, who represents the 
town on the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Cit-
izen Advisory Committee and the county Department of 
Transportation Highway Advisory Committee, reviewed 
progress on a new regional transportation plan through 
2035. He asked the board and staff to consider hosting a 
citizen comment meeting on the plan so that there is Tri-
Lakes input in addition to the comments that will be made 
in a meeting to be scheduled in Black Forest. 

Other matters
Liquor licenses renewed: The board unanimously ap-
proved annual renewals for Il Fratello’s Restaurant at 1415 
Cipriani Loop and La Casa Fiesta Restaurant at 230 Front 
St.
Five disbursements over $5,000 unanimously ap-
proved:
• $5,130 to Conoco for fuel
• $5,179 to Mountain View Electric Association for 

electricity
• $6,521 to Triview for May motor vehicle tax
• $12,631 to SEH Inc. for traffic studies on eight projects 
• $80,950 to Triview Metropolitan District for April sales 

tax 
Treasurer Pamela Smith noted that fuel and electricity 
bills peak in the summer. She also reported that the pay-
ment to SEH Inc. was paid entirely from fees collected 
from the developers of each of the projects rather than 
from tax revenue. 

Smith said the final 2006 audit hearing would be held 
at the July 16 board meeting. She suggested that the board 
review water restriction regulations at its retreat on June 
23. 

Development Services report: 
Director of Development Services 
Tom Kassawara noted that resi-
dential development has slowed 
but developers are working on 
needed infrastructure to be ready 
for the next upturn. There are 
several commercial projects “in 
the pipeline” for approval in the 
near term. 
Police report: Police Chief Jake 
Shirk said there would be another 
emergency-preparedness fair at 
Lewis-Palmer High School on 
Aug. 1. He noted that Officer Mike 
Wolfe had begun to write citations 
for the numerous flagrant uses of 
residential streets by heavy trucks 
avoiding the weigh stations on I-
25 at Monument Hill. Residents 
should advise the Police Depart-
ment at 481-3253 on which streets 
heavy trucks are using to avoid the 
state ports. The town roads being 
used most to avoid being weighed 
and inspected for safety are Old 
Denver Highway and Beacon Lite 
Road. 
Town Manager’s report: Cathy 
Green reported that Public Works 
has been aggressively removing 

illegal signs from town, county, 
and state rights-of-way. Those 
that are not retrieved at the facil-
ity at the north end of Jefferson 
Street are being thrown away. 
Executive session: The board 
went into executive session to 
discuss real estate negotiations 
at 7:22 p.m., then came out of 
executive session and immedi-
ately adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be at 6:30 
p.m. July 16 at Town Hall, 166 
Second St. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the first and third 
Monday of the month. Informa-
tion: 884-8017.

Note: The board meeting 
originally scheduled for July 2 
was cancelled on June 27. 

Never pay 4% to 7% for Never pay 4% to 7% for 
selling your home again!selling your home again!

Sell your home for as low as $2,950*Sell your home for as low as $2,950*
Help-U-Sell Summit Properties 

       Help-U-Sell  MLS
Average Days on Market   45 days  83 days 
Percent of Listings Sold   95%   63% 
Average Sale Price/Listing Price 98%   97% 
Percentage of Homes Sold   40%   6% 
 in-house vs. MLS 
Average Seller Savings   $4,736.49 

For more information, contact our Tri-Lakes specialist 

Karen Ahrens at 719Karen Ahrens at 719--339339--00520052
And we are a full service real estate company with 

over 31 years experience 
*Fees may vary by location. $2,950 applies to homes listed for $250,000 or less.  

Each office is independently owned and operated.

1850 Woodmoor Drive #100       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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Amato�s Home & Deck Repair 
488-8506 

� Most types of interior & exterior  
home repairs 

� Drywall repairs 
� Light remodeling 
� Ceramic tile repair 
� Deck repair & 

re-staining 
� Screen repair 

Jim and Maggie Amato 
Insured � References available

Screen Repair
                           Windows and Screen 
                         Doors. We come to you! 

         Ask about our Screen Door Special...

 Kurt 487-3155

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Hallmark
Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience
Honest, Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available 495-6772

Cal Spa Hot Tub For Sale
Seats 6-8, well-insulated cover, frame.

In Monument.

valmjos05
@aol.com

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer $250/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660
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Palmer Lake Town Council, June 14

Bowling alley to be renovated and reopened
By Jim Kendrick

At its regular meeting on June 14, the 
Palmer Lake Town Council approved a 
new business license and the boundaries 
of a survey for a new liquor license for 
the PinZ bowling alley on Highway 105. 
The council also approved a new business 
license for Holiday Fantasies and a grant to 
the Palmer Lake Historical Society. 

Trustees Trudy Finan, Trish Flake, 
and Jim Girlando were all excused. 

New liquor license 
survey area approved

The council first met as the town’s li-
quor licensing authority and approved 
boundaries for a new license survey of 
the surrounding neighborhood for 
applicants Gloria McCartan and Al 
Palmonari. They have purchased 
the former Bowling Alley @ Palmer 
Lake building at 855 Highway 105. 
The previous liquor license for the 
facility had expired during the 
months the building was vacant. 

Town Attorney Larry Gaddis 
said it was “the owners’ burden” 
to show that “there is a need in 
the neighborhood and what are the 
desires of the inhabitants of the 
neighborhood.” The boundaries for 
this must be set by the council so 
that these two objectives are met. 
There must also be an opportunity 
for valid neighborhood objections to 
be made, through the survey or the 
required public hearing. 

Jeff Hulsmann, owner of 
O’Malley’s Pub in downtown 
Palmer Lake, said, “It would be nice 
to include license holders in your 
survey, regardless of the distance” 
of their businesses to PinZ. Gaddis 
replied that if another license holder 
was not in the neighborhood defined 
by the council, he would have no 
standing to comment in the survey. 

The trustees unanimously approved a 
survey area of Highway 105 to the west, 
Westward Lane to the north, and the town 
boundaries to the east and south. 

The authority adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 
and the council immediately began the 
regular council meeting. 

Approval of payment of 
bills controversial

Trustee Richard Allen objected to the 
routine approval of the payment of the pre-
vious month’s bills by Town Clerk Della 
Gray as a consent item. Allen objected 
to Gray not listing the actual amounts of 
checks paid to employees after all their 
individual deductions had been made for 

taxes, medical insurance, retirement and 
mortgage payments, etc.. Allen insisted 
that the citizens of Palmer Lake should be 
able to see the amounts of each employee’s 
check. 

Town Attorney Larry Gaddis said the 
amount of each payroll check is a person-
nel matter that should not be on the public 
record because it is a matter of employee 
privacy, a policy in place for years. Gaddis 
told Allen he could look at payroll infor-
mation before the meeting if he felt he had 
to check Gray’s accounting. 

Mayor Max Parker said that if there 
was to be a discussion of payroll checks, 
it would have to be in executive session. 

Gaddis concurred with Parker. Allen re-
plied that he still disagreed with how the 
bills are listed for the public record. 

Allen also questioned the fact that 
varying percentages of each employee’s 
salaries are taken from several different 
town department accounts such as roads, 
buildings, etc. Gray said the percentages 
are defined in each year’s budgets based 
on how much work each employee does 
for each department as a percentage. The 
trustees approve these percentages, which 
are listed in the drafts of each annual bud-
get, when they approve the budgets. 

Allen then made a motion to approve 
the consent items, and they were unani-
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Now open for 
BREAKFAST 

Tues.—Sat. 
7:30 –11:00 

Sunday
8:00-1:00

�
Now open for 

LUNCH
Tues.-Sat. 
11:00-2:00 
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Here is a copy of your ad as it will appear in the RSVP Postcard Mailer. Please check all spelling, punctuation, phone 
numbers, addresses, web addresses, etc. RSVP is not responsible for typographic errors or incorrect information after
proof has been approved. Print  corrections directly on proof in DARK ink and return by fax to (303) 936-4115.
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Are you tired of your deck? Or does your deck look tired?
Upgrade it with low-maintenance decking or new railings!

We also clean, sand and seal decks.
Free estimates and dry rot inspection

Bordersdeckcare.com or bordersdeck@hotmail.com

Only $179,900!
Super nice and sparkling clean two-bedroom 
home, main-level living, excellent condition,  

private patio, new carpet, meticulous!  

Call Nancy Wile at  
719-229-4596

For Sale in Palmer Lake 
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mously approved.
Two new business 
licenses approved

The new owners of PinZ said that they 
would be remodeling their bowling alley 
building. Work will be performed on the 
exterior and interior. New furniture will 
be purchased and installed as well. The 
council unanimously approved the new 
business license. 

Brian and Mary Hutchings of Hutch-

ings Collectibles applied for a retail busi-
ness license for Holiday Fantasies at 755 
Highway 105, Unit H. Mary Hutchings 
said their store will offer gifts, wedding 
accessories, pressed flowers, candles, sun 
catchers, and collectibles for all four sea-
sons from companies like Dept. 56, Mid-
west, Munro, and Curt S. Adler. She said 
the store would also feature a large Christ-
mas display. The council unanimously ap-
proved the new business license. 

Driveway agreement 
approved on Westward Lane

Kurt Erhardt of Bragghart LLP requested 
that the town approve a driveway agree-
ment for town land between Westward 
Lane and Lot 1, Block 1, Elephant Rock 
Acres. Erhardt said the long narrow strip 
of town land would also be used for park-
ing. The fee for use of the land is $1 per 
year. The board approved Erhardt’s request 
unanimously.

Quit claim deed requested 
for half of Auditorium Lot

Margaret Burnett, the 83-year-old owner 
of the Auditorium Lot in Glenn Park since 
1975, asked the town to give her ownership 
of the north half of the lot originally owned 
beginning in 1923 by the Glenn Park Cot-
tage Owners Association. Burnett’s moth-
er-in-law obtained ownership of the south 
lot in 1963 and Burnett bought it from her. 
Burnett’s attorney, Newman McAllister, 
represented Burnett at this meeting. 

McAllister noted that the association, 
which maintained the large historic 500-
seat auditorium on the site, went out of 
existence in 1952, and the deed called for 
the town to be given ownership in the cir-
cumstance that either half was abandoned. 
There has been no auditorium structure on 
the property since 1960. 

McAllister asked that the town give 
the north half to Burnett via a quit claim 
deed so that lot 10 could be made whole 
again before she dies. Without the north 
half, Burnett’s lot is too small to be resold 
as a residential lot, McAllister said The 
north lot is too small for the town to use as 
a public park as called for in the deed. Bur-
nett has paid property taxes on her vacant 
lot to the town for over 30 years and would 
like to be able to sell both as a residential 
lot. The town would benefit by receiving 
more property tax after 55 years without 
an owner. 

Local historian Jim Sawatski said the 
town should delay the transfer to Burnett 
until archeologists could search for histor-
ic artifacts from the Chatauqua period. He 
said this is the only part of Glenn Park that 
remains from that period that has not been 
destroyed. The auditorium was the first 
one built in Colorado, in 1886. Sawatski 
said the Palmer Lake Historical Society 
could organize a search of the north part 
of the lot. 

There was a lengthy discussion among 
Sawatski, the council, and a relative of 

Burnett’s about how long the society 
should have to search the lot. The council 
decided that a reasonable condition for 
granting the quit claim deed request would 
be to allow the historical society to search 
the lots for artifacts until Sept. 1. A mo-
tion with that condition was unanimously 
approved. Sawatski agreed to organize the 
archeological search. 

Other matters
The council unanimously approved a 
motion to allocate $10,000 of the approxi-
mately $30,000 in the Lucy Owens Fund 
toward a Tri-Lakes seniors center, with 
the condition that any future contributions 
to the center would not occur for another 
year. This interval will allow the town to 
review progress on developing the center 
and the amount of other donations made. 
Current plans are for space to be leased in 
the West End Center for the new seniors 
center. 

The council also unanimously ap-
proved a grant of $1,000 to the historical 
society for post-processing of Jim Sawats-
ki’s documentary film on the Chatauquas 
held in Palmer Lake. Sawatski is producing 
the historical show for PBS. 

There was another discussion about 
how members of the Awake the Lake Com-
mittee could interact with the town’s water 
attorney, Ronni Sperling. The town has au-
thorized Sperling to spend up to $20,000 of 
the committee’s funds on a filing for town 
water storage rights within Palmer Lake. 
Committee spokesmen Jeff Hulsmann 
and Greg Cook expressed frustration that 
a month had already passed without them 
being able to talk to the attorney the com-
mittee had hired. The council agreed to 
have the two representatives join trustees 
in a conference call with Sperling once she 
completes the final draft of the filing. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. on 
July 12 in Town Hall, 54 Valley Crescent. 
Meetings are normally held on the second 
Thursday of the month. Information: 481-
2953. 
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purchase of two months! 

Good through 7/31/07 • New customers only
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Heatwaves
July Special!
Buy 7 tans, 
get 2 tans 

FREE!
Offer good through July 31, 2007.

����������������������������

������

�������������������������

��������������������

����������������������

�������������������������

���� �������� ���� ����

��������� �� �����

�������������

�������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������

3rd & Beacon Lite � Monument

488-9007
www.balancedbike.com

Tri-Lakes Area�s  
Only Bike & Ski  
Shop 

Bike Sales, Bike Sales, 
Rental & Rental & 
RepairRepair

10%10%
OFFOFF
OONN L LABORABOR

HHURRYURRY...E...EXPIRESXPIRES 7/31/06 7/31/06
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By Camilla Mottl
On June 25, Phil Steininger, manager 
of the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District, announced to the Woodmoor Im-
provement Association Board of Directors 
the district’s plans to empty Lake Wood-
moor. The underground drain and drain 
valve in the lake is 40 years old and, while 
it is not an emergency, some corrosion has 
taken place. 

While the draining of the lake has 
already begun, its completion and the 
repair work will take place over the next 
two years. The Woodmoor district expects 
the draining to be complete by September 
2008 and to have the repairs done in the 
two to three months following. If all goes 
according to schedule, it will begin refill-
ing the lake in January 2009. 

One of their concerns is making sure 
the public is aware that drainage will con-
tinue in the winter months. While walking 
on ice in ponds and lakes is never safe, the 
work will cause voids under any ice that 
forms, creating an even greater possible 
hazard for anyone on the lake. 

Steininger also shared the basics of 
the Woodmoor W&S Water Demand Man-
agement Program, which includes water 
restrictions. While water is a resource 
we should always conserve, its reason for 
instituting this portion of the program is 
to keep down capital costs. Since spring 
and summer are when we use the most 
water, its aim is to smooth out the peak 
demand times. It doesn’t expect water use 
to go down but hopes to save on capital 
costs by not having to purchase and install 
more pump stations and lines only needed 
during the warmer months for irrigation 
purposes. 

Woodmoor W&S also is educating 
area youths about conserving water by 
holding poster contests in the elementary 
schools. For adults, there are xeriscape 
education classes. Those interested can 
contact the offices for dates and times of 
these classes. Rebates are another part of 
their program, and eligible purchases are 
listed in a brochure. Finally, Woodmoor 
officials informed the WIA board that this 
fall they will be introducing a new service 
rate schedule.

Woodmoor W&S engineer Jessie 
Shaffer then described plans to use a raw 
water delivery system for irrigation to 
the elementary school and the new high 
school off Woodmoor Drive. There will be 
a pump, floating or buried in the lake, with 
a pipeline that will feed the irrigation to the 
two schools.

Steininger stated they hope to make 
another presentation to the WIA board in 
August to provide members with more de-
tails regarding these issues and their Emer-
gency Preparedness Plan that is now being 
prepared for state and county agencies.

No fireworks allowed 
in Woodmoor

There are too many high fire hazard ar-
eas in Woodmoor to allow the use of any 
fireworks. WIA board members and staff 

are disappointed that, once again, there is 
a fireworks stand located on Lake Wood-
moor Drive. In the past, Peoples Bank 
allowed WIA to place a banner stating 
“NO Fireworks Allowed in Woodmoor” 
on its property. However, the owner of the 
fireworks stand told the bank he would pull 
his business if it allowed the sign on bank 
property. Following discussion, members 
agreed that WIA will have to purchase 
more signs to remind people of the rule. 
There was also discussion of the level of 
the fines for fireworks, but members agreed 
to table this item until after July Fourth to 
decide whether fines need to be raised.
West Nile Prevention Program 

update
Kevin Nielsen, chief of Woodmoor Public 
Safety, reported that WIA West Nile Pre-
vention Program was under way and that 
all the ponds and some of the marsh areas 
that are accessible were checked for larvae. 
While none was discovered, all ponds and 
standing water were treated with larvae-
cide. 

Firewise programs
Amy Smith, director of Forestry, stated 
that the response to WIA’s two-day Chip-
ping Program the first weekend in June 
was far greater than expected. In two 
days, nine full, 30-yard dumpsters were 
filled with chipping material. Wood-
moor owes a tremendous thank you to 
John Psensky of Tree Masters and Brian 
Beland of TriLakes Disposal for their 
generosity in support of this program. 
Without their initial donations of service 
and equipment, the program would not 
have been held. 

Donations collected from those who 
utilized the service also helped offset the 
cost. However, a minimum donation of 
$10 per load will need to be collected 
in the future if we want to make this an 
ongoing service. Because of the amount 
of slash and downed trees still in Wood-
moor, Smith is making plans to hold 
another chipping day in early fall. Wood-
moor residents are urged to consult their 
upcoming newsletter for dates and times. 

Smith also reported that the first 
Neighborhood Firewise Meeting had 
been held in the Silhouette 
Way area. The Fire Depart-
ment has listed this area as the 
one with the greatest fire haz-
ard rating due to the amount 
of scrub oak, dense pine and 
flag lots. Five homeowners 
from the area participated 
and learned how to reduce fire 
danger on their lots and in the 
neighborhood. It was a good 
community building event, 
and all who attended signed 
up to have Firewise Evalua-
tions on their property and 
homes. Smith stated they hope 
to hold a total of five of these 
meetings this year.

Other items
Gary Marner, director of 

Common Areas, stated they would soon 
begin spraying for noxious weeds, and 
mowing will begin after July 4. There is 
some pond work that needs to be done, es-
pecially in the Wild Duck area, but it will 
be better to have it done in cooler weather 
in the fall so he will get bids for the work to 
be performed. Executive Director Camilla 
Mottl stated that the WIA did have reserve 
funds for the ponds. Marner is going to 
check on the availability of a safe herbi-
cide against cattails that can be used when 
dredging is complete. 

The WIA Community Center will 
again host five concerts in The Barn every 
Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. in October. Vice 
President Bill Walters is coordinating this 
effort for the second year in a row.

Secretary George McFadden stated 
that, as a board member, he has an obliga-
tion to the owners to cut costs and request-
ed that the one personal holiday given each 

administrative employee per year be elimi-
nated. Mottl pointed out that it was her 
responsibility as executive director to hire 
and retain an educated and competent staff 
that will serve the community well. WIA 
employees do have employee cost-supple-
mented health care, holidays, vacation and 
some training funded. However, there is 
no dental, vision, or life insurance, nor is 
there short- or long-term disability. There 
is no cafeteria plan, no flexible spending 
program or any type of pension or retire-
ment plan. The lack of a good benefit plan 
for the employees is a major issue in retain-
ing good employees. The board voted not 
to eliminate the personal holiday. 

The board will do a mid-year bud-
get review at its August meeting, and a 
committee was formed to update WIA’s 
reserve account. The next board meeting 
will be held on Monday, Aug. 23.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, June 29

Woodmoor Water outlines plans to drain the lake

Hunter�s Dream
� 35 acres w/ 25�Fleetwood 5th wheel & storage building
� Private access to 640 ac. State land
� Private access to BLM
� Mature forest & meadows
� Stunning views/ awesome building sites
� Electric , Phone & Driveway
� Abundant deer & elk hunting
� Offered @ only $189,900
� Perfect recreation or year round living

Located just 7miles southeast of Guffey, Colorado
Hurry This Won�t Last

719.481.8233 • 719.439.3371 • coloalpine.com

Build Your Dream Cabin

Paid Advertisement

Beware of Home Inspection Pitfalls 
Before You Put Your Home Up For Sale 

Monument�According to industry experts, 
there are over 33 physical problems that 
will come under scrutiny during a home 
inspection when your home is for sale. A 
new report has been prepared which 
identifies the eleven most common of these 
problems and what you should know about 
them before you list your home for sale. 

Whether you own an old home or a 
brand new one, these are a number of 
things that can fall short of requirements 
during a home inspection. If not identified 
and dealt with, any of the 11 items could 
cost you dearly in terms of repair. That�s 
why it�s critical that you read this report 
before you list your home. If you wait until 
the building inspector flags these issues for 
you, you will almost certainly experience 
costly delays in the close of your home sale 
or worse, turn prospective buyers away 
altogether. 

In most cases, you can make a 
reasonable pre-inspection yourself if you 
know what you�re looking for, and 
knowing what you�re looking for can help 
you prevent little problems from growing 
into costly and unmanageable ones. 

To help homesellers deal with this 
issue before their home is listed, a free 
report entitled, 11 Things You Need to 
Know to Pass Your Home Inspection has 
been compiled which explains the issues 
involved. 

To order your free copy of this report, 
visit www.NoInspectionWorries.com or 
call 1-800-607-0359 and enter ID#3131 
(free recorded message). You can call 
anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Order your copy of this report now to 
learn how to ensure a home inspection 
doesn�t cost you the sale of your home. 

This report is courtesy of Parker St. Claire Realty Company. Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright 2007 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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June Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

After an eventful and wet winter and spring, June 
2007 quieted down with below-normal tempera-
tures and precipitation. There were some periods 
with strong to severe thunderstorms scattered 
around the region, but most of the action missed 
the Tri-Lakes. The end of June marks the end of 
the snow season as well, and what a year of snow it 
was for the Tri-Lakes. Most of us above 7,000 feet 
received over 200 inches of snow and well over 30 
inches of precipitation. Be sure to check out all the 
details on my Web site on the Climate page at http:
//www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm. 

Some thunderstorms that developed during the 
first week of the month became severe, especially 
over southern Elbert County and along the eastern 
end of the Palmer Divide where large hail was com-
mon along with flooding rains at times. The month 
started off with five consecutive days of at least a 
trace of rain and 11 out of the first 13 days with at 
least a trace of rain. However, none of it accumulated 
to any significant amount, with most areas totaling 
around 1 to 2 inches of rain during this period.

The first full week of the month started off quiet 
enough, with highs in the 70s from the 4th through 
the 6th. Each day started off sunny, then afternoon 
clouds developed and a few rain showers fell. The 
real fun began late on the 6th as the first in a series 
of strong disturbances moved through, riding the 
back of a powerful Pacific jet stream. This unset-
tled weather pattern brought cooler temperatures, 
clouds, and a little moisture on the 7th and 8th, but 
the big effect from this storm was the winds. Winds 
were sustained at 30-40 mph from late on the 6th 
through the morning of the 7th, with gusts as high 
as 70 mph (recorded at Lewis-Palmer High School). 
The reason for the strong winds was the strength 
and location of the jet stream that moved over the 
region. 

Usually at this time of the year, the jet stream is 
weaker and farther north because it develops along 
the Polar Front where cold air from Canada meets 
warmer air from the Continental U.S. and points 
south. In the late spring through early fall, this 
battle zone usually sets up near the Canadian bor-
der. Also, the contrast between the two air masses 
is normally not as strong this time of the year. The 
stronger the contrast in temperatures across the Po-
lar Front, the stronger the winds will be. 

Those factors were in play as usual as this 
wave of energy moved overhead. But we still had to 
get those strong winds down to the surface. That’s 
where the mountains to our west and the strong 
June sunshine came in. The strength of the June 
sunshine allowed the atmosphere to be “mixed” 
to thousands of feet above the surface, helping to 
transport the strong winds that would have nor-
mally ridden harmlessly above the ground down to 
the surface. Then the mountains helped to break the 
flow and create “waves” in the atmosphere, much 
like a rough river bottom creates rapids and rough 
flow in an otherwise smooth river. The “waves” of 
wind broke along the Front Range and rushed along 
the ground as strong wind gusts overnight on the 
6th through the morning of the 7th. This is a com-
mon scenario during winter, but unusual for June. 

Temperatures tumbled during the early morn-
ing hours of the 7th and 8th as well, as this unsea-
sonable cool airmass moved in and skies cleared. 
Lows dipped into the 20s by the morning of the 8th, 
giving our fast-growing plants a bit of a shock. The 
weather pattern quickly returned to normal by the 
end of the week, and highs jumped well into the 70s 
and low 80s on the 8th and 9th.

Strong to severe thunderstorms rolled through 
the region to start the week of the 11th, with reports 
of large hail and torrential rains during the after-
noon of the 12th. The storms were strongest over 
the eastern end of the Palmer Divide and in Colo-
rado Springs, and then they moved eastward toward 
Calhan. Most areas picked up a good half-inch to 
2 inches of rain. Weather conditions quieted down 
after this excitement, however, as only a few weak 
thunderstorms developed over the next few after-
noons. None of them produced any severe weather. 
Temperatures also warmed up as we ended the 
week and headed into the last weekend before the 

official start to summer. Highs jumped back into the 
upper 70s to mid-80s from the 15th to the 17th under 
mostly sunny skies, making for a very nice Father’s 
Day weekend. 

High pressure out of the desert Southwest 
dominated the weather for the majority of the last 
two weeks of the month, allowing just a few weak 
thunderstorms to develop and temperatures to stay 
normal or slightly above. Highs reached the low 90s 
on the 25th and again on the 30th, with plenty of 
80s mixed in between. However, temperatures were 
moderated somewhat by persistent south/south-
easterly winds that continued to rotate around high 
pressure off to our east, keeping temperatures from 
reaching their maximum potential.

A look ahead
July is typically the warmest month of the year and 
the fourth wettest month of the year, with precipita-
tion averaging just less than 3 inches and highs av-
eraging in the 80s. Morning lows generally dip into 
the mid-40s to mid-50s, but some nights can remain 
on the warm side, making it tough to get a good 
night’s sleep. Afternoon and evening thunderstorms 
are common, generally forming over the high 
country and moving out over the Tri-Lakes region. 
Strong, organized storm systems are less frequent 
and cold fronts not as sharp. 

However, monsoonal moisture moving in from 
the Gulf of California and Gulf of Mexico usually 
begins to make an appearance by the middle of the 
month. The thunderstorms associated with this pro-
vide much needed relief from hot temperatures and 
dry conditions. Let’s hope we don’t have a repeat of 
July 2005, when temperatures soared well into the 
90s to near 100 on several afternoons and rainfall 
was below average. The official monthly forecast 
for July 2007, produced by the Climate Prediction 
Center (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/
predictions/30day/), is calling for normal tempera-
tures and normal precipitation. For a complete look 
at monthly climate summaries for the Tri-Lakes 
region, please visit http://www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm.

June 2007 Weather Statistics
Average High    73.9°F (-1.6°)
Average Low    42.5°F (-1.5°)
Highest Temperature  91°F on the 
25th
Lowest Temperature  27°F on the 8th 
Monthly Precipitation  0.82” (-2.22”)
Monthly Snowfall  0.00” (-0.2”)
Season to Date Snow  208.6” (+69.9”)
Season to Date Precip.  33.51” (+11.85)
For more detailed weather information and 
Climatology of the Tri-Lakes region, please 
visit Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at http:
//www.thekappels.com/Weather.htm.

Remember, weather affects all of us every day 
and is a very important part of life for us on the 
Palmer Divide, and we want to hear from you. If 
you see a unique weather event or have a weather 
question, please contact me at billkappel@ourcom
munitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and 
Tri-Lakes resident
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St. Peter Catholic School 
124 First Street, Monument, Colorado 80132 

Preschool through Fourth Grade 

          Our school offers:
  All day & Half day Preschool & Kindergarten 

Small Classes 
 Certified Teachers 

State Licensed 
    Challenging Curriculum 
Faith-filled Environment  

            Scholarships Available 
                          Before & After School Care 

Enroll now for the 2007/2008 school year 
Limited class size 

Preschool &  Grades K-4 

Call or visit to enroll 
            Peggy McFarland              Fr. Bob Jaeger 
            School Director              Pastor 

719-481-1855 
www.petertherock.org 

St. Peter Catholic School provides a safe and secure environment  
where children can discover their world around them.   

Our primary goal is to �teach as Jesus did� by work and example. 

St. Peter Pride 
In CHRIST 

Honesty 

Chara
cte

r Respect

Truth

Service 

Integrity

Thinking of a Satellite for your 
RV?

Call us to install a KVH satellite before July 31 
and you could be eligible for a $200 rebate! 

We can do most repairs onsite, carry a very 
large inventory and work with most extended 
warranties!
Some of our services...
Pre-trip/Pre-purchase inspections 
Parts & Accessories 
Appliances � Fridges, Furnaces, 
Water Heaters, A/Cs, Hydronic 
Satellites, AV / Plumbing 
AC & DC Power, Solar, LP 
Awnings, Vents, Roofs 
Brakes/Lighting 
       And much more� 

Certified & Insured        719.487.9119
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By the staff at Covered Treasures 
It’s never too early to introduce 
children to the love of reading, and 
there are so many wonderful books 
to choose from, and summer, when 
there seem to be a few more hours in 
the day, is the perfect time. Following 
are suggestions for enchanting babies 
to beginning readers.

The Best Place to Read
By Debbie Bertram; Illustrated by 
Michael Garland
Random House, $6.99
A young child tries to find the perfect 
place to curl up with his new book in 
this hilarious and heartwarming tale. 
Scampering from his bedroom to the 
den, from the kitchen to the back 
yard, the young boy must dodge his 
baby sister’s messes and a lawn full 
of spraying sprinklers — all in his 
search for the best place to read. And 
where would that be? Mommy’s lap, 
of course!

Sweet Dreams: My First Taggies 
Book
Illustrated by Kaori Watanabe
Scholastic, $12.95

For newborns on up, this plush 
adaptation of the ultra-popular Tag-
gies fleece blankets features colorful 
looped ribbon tags that babies and 
kids love to rub. Sleepy bunnies, 
kitties, and puppies make this the 
perfect naptime gift for baby. 

Sleep Tight, Peter Rabbit
By Beatrix Potter
The Penguin Group, $12.99
This delightful story for young chil-
dren features the classic illustrations 
and includes a “moon and stars” night 
light on the front of the book. Join Pe-
ter Rabbit as he gets ready for bed. 
But where will he sleep? In a nest like 
Jemima Puddle-duck? Or in his very 
own bed? 

Who’s Hiding?
By Satoru Onishi
Kane/Miller, $14.95
Using fanciful illustrations of 18 
different animals, Onishi introduces 
preschool children to visual discrimi-
nation and memory skills in what 
becomes a fun game for parent and 
child. In addition to guessing who’s 
hiding, children compare two sets of 
pictures to see who’s sleeping, who’s 
crying and who’s backward. 

Dance by the Light of the Moon
By Joanne Ryder
Hyperion Books for Children, $15.99
Based on the chorus of “Buffalo 
Gals,” originally published in 1844, 
Ryder’s text takes us on a delightful 
romp, while Guy Francis’s expres-
sive animal illustrations burst with 
energy. Children from 3 years on up 
will enjoy this unique picture book.

Russell and the Lost Treasure
By Rob Scotton
Harper Collins, $15.99
Russell the sheep is determined to 
find the Lost Treasure of Frogsbot-
tom. Equipped with his Super-Duper 
Treasure Seeker, Russell searches 
high and low, up and down, in and 
out, and finds nothing! Discover 
how Russell finds the most valuable 
treasure of all through the delight-
ful creations of Rob Scotton, one of 
Great Britain’s leading illustrators. 
This picture book is designed for 
ages 3-7.

Pictures from Our Vacation
By Lynne Rae Perkins
Harper Collins, $16.99
With their new cameras, a brother 
and sister take pictures of their vaca-
tion, but when they look at their pho-
tographs, they see: the back of Dad’s 
head, someone’s feet, and a container 
of noodles. But what about how it 
felt to swim in the lake, or the sto-
ries their cousins told, and the taste 
of a just-invented strawberry-and-
whipped-cream dessert? For those 
memories — the memories of fam-
ily that mean the most — Newbery 
Medal-winning author Lynne Rae 
Perkins helps children look some-
place else — someplace deep inside. 
Designed for ages 5-8, this is a de-
lightful picture book to read before, 
during or after summer vacation.

Give the child in your life the gift of 
a lifetime — introduce him or her to 
the wonderful world of books! Until 
next month, happy summer reading!

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Introduce a child to reading

19 Highway 105 � Palmer Lake 

Kathy Allen 
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1182 (ofc)

719-661-9863 (cell)

36 Mystic Lane, Palmer Lake�Enjoy biking and hiking, national 
forest and the Lake out your door. Newer ranch home, open airy 
living room with vaulted ceilings and gas log fireplace, 3 bd, 2 ba. 
Eat-in kitchen with walk-out to deck and landscaped yard with recent 
rock retaining walls in terraced garden areas. $239,000.

17715 Radbourne Court, Bent Tree�This beautiful custom home 
offers, formal dining, living and two family rooms, sunroom with hot 
tub, huge kitchen for entertaining, master with private deck, huge 5 
pc. bath and gas log fireplace. Total transformation in this 5 bd, 5 ba, 
6240 sq. ft. Must see to believe. Best view in Monument. Reduced 
to $799,900.

481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets  

In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4 

Your Hometown Bookstore  
Since 1993 

Join us for  
breakfast as we  

celebrate...  
Covered  

Treasures�  
14th Birthday!

...and the release of the 
7th Harry Potter book:
Harry Potter and 

the Deathly  
Hallows

7 a.m., Saturday, July 21!

Offering you 
Contemporary and  
Collectible Jewelry 
By Select Artisans. 

Hours: Mon. 12-5, Tues. to Sat. 10-5 

125 Second St. 
Chapala Building 

481-0250

In Historic 
Monument 
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FOR BEAUTIFUL
WINDOWS�
THE CHOICE IS
CRYSTAL CLEAR!

ASK ABOUT OUR
JULY SPECIAL...
FREE ADDED
SERVICES.

360-9559

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care 

           Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home. 

No need to stress your furkid by sending it 
off to the kennel. Let us take care of your 

friend in familiar surroundings - home sweet 
home. Walks, play time, love, and care.  

Caring for dogs, cats, horses, 
exotic pets, etc. 

Call Kathi at 487-8830 
or 659-0298.

BONNETTE
Hair Designer

719-233-1321 
Over 20 Years Experience 

Highlites, Lowlites, Coloring, 
Multi-Dimensional, Haircuts,  

Texturizing, Updos

Appointments: (719) 487-8476

Swedish Massage  

Deep Tissue Massage  

Reflexology (hand, ear, feet) 

Lymphatic Massage (Decongestive Massage)

Kimmy Fakler, MA. OTR, LMT,NCTMB Kimmy Fakler, MA. OTR, LMT,NCTMB Kimmy Fakler, MA. OTR, LMT,NCTMB 

Kimmy�s Therapeutic Massage & Bodyworks, Kimmy�s Therapeutic Massage & Bodyworks, Kimmy�s Therapeutic Massage & Bodyworks, LLCLLCLLC

Summer Time Special Continues
(New Clients Only) 

60 min massage for: 
$30.00 

Why the pyramids? 
Mythology holds the only answer.
www.geocities.com/dkedmonds
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By Woody Woodworth
Taking time to choose the right plants for specific condi-
tions in your garden will greatly improve your garden’s 
overall look and feel — and will cut down on overall main-
tenance and watering requirements. 

Determine which areas of your yard receive a lot of 
sun, or tend to be more in the shade. Especially note the 
times of day and how long each area remains in shade or 
how many hours of sun it receives. Try to select plants that 
fit your garden’s natural growing conditions. Areas of your 
garden that face west or south naturally tend to be much 
hotter and receive much more direct sunlight. Taking a 
little time to choose the right plants for these demanding 
growing conditions can help save you time, money, and 
water, as well as improve your overall results.

The amount of sun an area receives is measured in 
hours. For instance, a “full sun” area would receive five 
or more hours of direct sunlight per day. Partial sun would 
be about three to four hours of sun per day. Also, there is 

a difference between morning sun and afternoon sun. 
Morning sun areas tend to provide a cooler environment, 
whereas afternoon sun is generally much hotter. Filtered 
sun is an area with sun and shade in roughly equal 
amounts. An example would be areas beneath large 
trees that have open canopies. Partial shade areas will 
receive about one to three hours of sunlight per day. Full 
shade areas are parts of your garden that never receive 
direct sunlight. The north side of fences or walls, or ar-
eas beneath trees with heavy or dense canopies would be 
considered full shade areas. 

Each plant, available at your local garden center or 
nursery, will have a tag that describes the basic grow-
ing and care requirements for that particular plant. Most 
often, the plant’s tag will include plant name and variety, 

such as: “Shasta daisy – Alaska. The type of plant: peren-
nial. Height at maturity: 2 to 4 feet. Width at maturity: 18 
to 24 inches. Spacing: 18 to 24 inches apart.” 

“Spacing” is the recommended distance between 
plants when you first plant them in the ground, taking into 
account the eventual size at maturity. Spacing plants a little 
closer together than recommended at the time of planting 
will tend to give a more immediate fullness to your garden, 
as well as when the garden matures. This technique works 
well with flowering plants, such as annuals and perenni-
als. 

The plant tag will also include the light requirements, 
such as “full sun” for the Shasta daisy or “partial shade” 
for plants that require shade during the hottest part of the 
day. In general, if the light requirements listed for a plant 
contain the word “sun” (i.e., “full sun,” “partial sun”), the 
plant requires some amount of direct sunlight per day. If 
the light requirement uses the term “shade” (i.e., “light 
shade,” “full shade”), then it would be a shade-loving plant 
such as a caladium. 

Now that you’ve picked out the right plants for the 
right garden areas, be sure to take the following steps to 
give them a fighting chance in our harsh environment. 
1. Amend the soil when planting by using composted 

material.
2. Mulch your plants to prevent excessive evaporation.
3. Water often to get plants established, then once top 

growth has developed and plants become accustomed to 
their environment, water less often, but deeply.

Many plants available today will accept a wide range of 
growing conditions. Your local garden center will have 
plant types and varieties that are perfectly suited for your 
region’s growing conditions. 

High Country Highlights

How to garden in sun or shade

Above: Ed Kite from Rocky Ford, Colorado sings along to Archie Archuleta’s piano at the Father’s Day Ice 
Cream Social June 17 sponsored by the Palmer Lake Historical Society. Photo by Dee Kirby

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527 

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding  
areas by Mountain Community  
Transportation for Seniors 
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60+)

488-0076 
Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule 
� Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado 

Springs for medical app�ts only. Locally for any need.
� First Wed. each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
� Third Wed. each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart

Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am 
Join the Mall Walkers. Transportation every Friday.

Office and Meeting Space  
Available in Monument 

Quiet setting close to I-25 and Baptist Road. 
Secure building, furnished, or unfurnished.   
Reception, mail service, T1, DSL, and more. 
Space ranges from 150 sq. ft. to 8,000 sq. ft. 
Our 1,600 sq. ft. conference room and outdoor 
gazebo are available for group meetings at  
reasonable hourly or daily rates. Pet friendly.

Call 719-930-5258
Or 719-481-4877 x100

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 

Weekly � Bi-Weekly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 10 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

You�ve tried all the rest,  
Now...Go with the best!

DISTRESS SALES 
Bank Foreclosures � Fixer Uppers

FREE LIST WITH PICTURES
www.MonumentValues.com 

or free recorded message 
1-800-607-0359 ID#4048 

Parker St. Claire Realty Company

Lee‛s Family Child Care
Caring for infants to 5-year olds

Licensed & insured
At Hwy 83 and 105
719-487-8646

Office Space For Rent
400 sq. ft. in Palmer Lake 

$400/month+utilities. Call 481-2671. 



Page 32 Vol. 7 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 33Sat., July 7, 2007

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

American Coot

By Elizabeth Hacker
Colorado summers are a glorious time for birders. Re-
cently, many people have shared fascinating bird stories 
and for the first time in many years, a pair of bluebirds has 
built a nest in our yard! As I write this, I’m keeping one 
eye on the nesting box because judging from the chatter 
emanating from it, the chicks are about to fledge. 

This summer Randy and I have been observing wa-
terfowl that migrate to the Palmer Divide. We are amazed 
at the variety of birds and generally find them in pairs, 
which may indicate that they are nesting.

One evening on Lake Woodmoor we spotted three 
American coots, a species we had not seen before and 
first thought it to be a rare bird. Our excitement was short-
lived after reading that the coot, often referred to as a mud 
hen, is commonly found in large flocks feeding on open 
bodies of fresh water in many regions of the country. But 
that did not dispel our interest, and we truly enjoy watch-
ing them.

The coot is a migratory bird that commonly nests in 
the Rocky Mountain region. To me, its most distinctive 
quality is its pure white conical beak, which is starkly 
contrasted by its black head. Its eyes are red, and often 
there is a red patch at the top if its bill. Its body is dark 
gray with a white patch under the tail. The male is slightly 
larger than the female, but otherwise they look alike. 
Because it is a fast swimmer, I was surprised to learn 
that its feet are not webbed like a duck’s. It propels itself 
through the water with its rather long legs and lobed toes 
with fleshy flanges while rocking its head in the direction 
it is swimming.

Although it appears weightless, floating like a cork 
on the water, the coot’s body is heavier than that of most 
waterfowl. To take flight it must run across the water to 
gain momentum, but once in the air it is a strong, fast flier. 
It is often observed squabbling with other coots and it will 

run across the water to chase off rivals or to flee from a 
predator like the osprey or bald eagle.

The coot is the only member of the rail family to live 
in a flock. It doesn’t look much like a rail and is a rather 
odd-looking bird. It eats surface vegetation and dives 
down in 3 to 6 feet of water for tender submerged veg-
etation and small amphibians and fish. While it is rarely 
observed out of the water, it is just as comfortable on land 
and in the air.

When it becomes time for the coot to mate, usually 
in May or early June, the process begins with great show. 
Both sexes start out displaying themselves in front of 
the others with loud calls and vigorous splashing to at-
tract attention. While the mating process takes place on 
the water, copulation occurs on land. We found it odd 
that there were three coots because if they were nesting, 
wouldn’t there be only two? Not necessarily. Although the 
coot is generally considered to be monogamous, the male 
may breed cooperatively with two females sharing a nest, 
forming a trio. 

The male and female care for the eggs and the young. 
They work together to build a nest about 15 inches across. 
The male chooses the location at the edge of the water, 
well hidden in dense vegetation for protection from 
predators. The nest may be on land or floating in shallow 
water, but all nests have a ramp leading into the water 
so the young have easy access. The female lays 8 to 10 
pink eggs with brown spots. The male and female take 
turns incubating the eggs until they hatch in about 23 
days. After the chicks hatch, the parents divide them 
into two groups and share the job of feeding them and 
teaching them to swim, fly, and dive. After one month, 
the young can dive for their own food. The chicks be-
gin to fly in 5 to 6 weeks after hatching and are fully 
independent after about 2 months, at which time they 
will join a flock and begin their southward migration.

We continue to watch, but so far have not seen any 
chicks on Lake Woodmoor. However, it’s still early and 
they may not have hatched. The coots are still there, so 
that may be an indication that we will see chicks in the 
next few weeks. 

Other waterfowl that we have observed this year 
include the wood duck, western grebe, cinnamon teal, 
mallard, Canada goose, cormorant, great blue heron, 
and hooded messenger. It is still early in the season and 
I expect we will find more. 

For those of you interested in birds, Randy and I 
have been invited to the Monument Library at 10 a.m. 
July 28 to discuss birding. Please join us and bring 
your bird-watching tips and stories!

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. 
Her bird prints are available at the gift shop in the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with 

proceeds benefiting environmental causes. E-mail her 
at OCN with your questions and bird finds.

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of 
Ameican Coots. A color version is posted at 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v7n7bird.htm 

“Your Hometown Auto Dealer”

481-9900
465 Hwy 105, Monument

We specialize in 
used, reconditioned & 

current model SUBARUS!
 •  Competitive Pricing
 •  Full Coverage Warranties
 •  Family Owned & Operated

View our inventory at 
www.MonumentMotors.com
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Screen Repair
                           Windows and Screen 
                         Doors. We come to you! 

         Ask about our Screen Door Special...

 Kurt 487-3155

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

ANIMAL MOVERS
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Art Matters

Art spirit creates community spirit
By Janet Sellers

The June Art Hop was very well-attended. The early eve-
ning weather was perfect, and every venue in town seemed 
to be visited by the happy crowd of art lovers. All along 
Second Street and on over to Third Street via Front Street, 
the galleries and shops were humming with patrons 
enjoying the complimentary cool drinks and munchies 
along the way. I talked with the Buchmans, the new own-
ers of the Second Street gallery in Gallery Center. Their 
dream was to some day own an art gallery, and this year 
they made it come true. Tom Buchman has his colorful 
watercolor paintings on view — don’t miss those when 
you go to say hello and visit the gallery. He has scenes of 
Colorado and his recent California images, too. 

Then, I was off to the Third Street side of the Art Hop 
to check in at the Winter Gallery, which was opening its 
summer art season showing Lance Green’s recent works. 
The works are colorful, pleasant and easy-going, just like 
Green. Lance told me he was born in Denver and has lived 
in various places in the Southwest. I was happy to learn 
that we had both worked in art studios in the same neck of 
the woods: East L.A. We both have appreciated the amaz-
ing experiences and art from that unique place, and revere 
our current ease of place in the Tri-Lakes area. 

At Buffalo Blues, there was such a lively crowd inside 
having fun meeting and talking that I just said a quick 
“Hi” to owner/artist Sharon DeWeese. I now have my eye 
on another glasswork there — shiny and colorful. Every-
body seemed to be enjoying her art on the walls and meet-
ing new people. Sharon has a sign-up sheet for her flowing 
watercolors class, by the way. 

Wild Heather is the name of the new fiber art shop 
at 341 Front St., which opened the last week of June. My 
friend and fiber guru, Liz Kettle, introduced me to the gal-
lery’s owner just in time for this article. Heather Thomas 
gave me a tour of her quilt, fiber art and photography place 
— part gallery, part museum for me. Wild Heather is an 
exquisite mix of gallery walls filled with fine art in fiber, a 
workshop space, and world- class fabric studio with fabric 
and specialty patterns for sale. The boom in fiber art and 
artists has created a need for a hands-on venue for fiber 
artists in our area. I suspect that our Tri-Lakes area may 
become well- known for its fiber artists and quilters very 
soon as the mediums attain greater popularity and we 
have more access to the artworks. Galleries such as Wild 
Heather are wonderful venues. 

Heather and I talked over the current fiber art scene. 
Some artists come from a traditional quilting background 
and move into a more free, final cause as fine art in their 
constructions of fiber, layered fabric and photography in 
this novel dimension for creative abstract art. Museums 
have collected abstract art and constructions for decades. 

Come to think of it, fiber art may be the earliest, along 
with cave paintings and pottery. So, we could say these 
materials in their fine art appreciation are as old as human 

efforts. 
I asked Heather about fiber art in terms of contem-

porary artists, galleries and shows. She related to me that 
many places in the world have a great following in the (it is 
not a genre) visual arts of fiber. Obviously, the weaving and 
blankets and important fiber work of the Native Americans 
are well-accepted and revered worldwide. Silk paintings, 
brocades and fabrics of the Oriental cultures have always 
been prized. Heather said some galleries are not getting in-
volved with fiber art yet, offering their view that fibers are 
a part of craft, and craft is not art. Some places even speak 
the words aloud on the order of, “... fiber is a craft. We sell 
art here.” Again, we may ask the question: What is art? 

Artists and collectors today hold a relatively new fine 
art definition for the fiber arts, and more and more collec-
tors are catching on. Museums have been collecting fiber 
artists’ works for centuries, as have fine art collectors. 
While a museum has the luxury of letting us view the 
artwork for our pleasure, an art gallery has very commer-
cial needs, albeit its purpose is also in fine art. Whether 
something is for sale or not, whether it creates good sales, 
is a process of relationships, skills, and the loosely termed 
“fine art” of salesmanship, which bases itself on the fine 
art of relationships.

Without the materials of the art as finished product 
even being mentioned, one could say that each component 
of the process of art to the world has its important place, 
and maintenance of the entire process is interdependent. 
The value of art venues to an art-supporting community 
is legendary. That said, the bigger community picture is 
much enriched by having the availability of the art cycle 
in its locale. Artists and art venues relate very directly to 
the local cultural quality of life, which is vital to the social 
health of the community. Northern El Paso County owes 
nearly 10 percent of its economics to art and culture, and 
this translates to the wealth of community energy, popu-
larity and success. 

So, let’s all get in on the beautiful fun and make some 
art connections. The next Art Hop is July 19, 5-7 p.m., but 
the galleries are open almost daily. See you there! 

Call for artists 
 The Pikes Peak Library District Art Evaluation Commit-
tee will be jurying wall art to exhibit in library galleries. 
Artwork is approved based on the quality of individual 
artists’ talents.

The committee will meet on Thursday, July 12, in the 
Carnegie Reading Room at Penrose Library, 20 N. Cas-
cade Ave. Interested artists are asked to submit five pieces 
of art — exactly as they would look in a show — between 
10 a.m. and noon. Art must be picked up the same day be-
tween 4:30 and 6 p.m. Artists whose work is accepted will 
receive notification within two weeks with details about 
when and where exhibits will be hung. 

For more information, contact cgenato@ppld.org or 
531-6333 x2338. 

Enroll Now 481-0055
Kindergarten Readiness
2-, 3-, or 5-Day Program
Ages 3 through 5
Christian Values
Low Student/Teacher Ratio

1764 Lake Woodmoor Dr, Monument

July Special!
20% OFF Registration

Summer Art 
Now!

Monument School of Fine Arts 
Children & Adults: Studio Classes, 

Summer Art Camps. Superb 
Classes, Exceptional Results! 

July Movie Camp for ages 10-17! 
coloradoartcenter.tripod.com or 488-8280

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning.
Now accepting 
new students. 

484-0192Call Pam Brunson

Cabin in The Glen 
in Palmer Lake! 

Nice 2 bedroom, 1 bath, cabin in 
The Glen in Palmer Lake.  
Hardwood floors, wrap-around 
screened porch. Includes  
parking. Very suitable for year-
round living. Only $149,000!

Call Vonnie Johnson, Associate Broker   
The Rawhide Company Realtors 719.661-3747

Now Open! 

STELLARSTELLAR
      STYLES      STYLES

790 Hwy 105  
Unit  E 
Palmer Lake, CO 

(719) 487-9845
Info@stellar-styles.com 

20% Off 
  First Visit 

Expires 6/30/07

Full Service Hair and Nail Salon 
(Formerly Cambios)

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Steve�s Auto Works 719-495-4508  
12615 Porcupine Lane, Take Shoup 1.5 miles E. of Vollmer

Quality Auto Collision & Paint Repair 

stevesautoworks.com

� Honest & Friendly 
� FREE Estimates 
� Insurance Approved 
� Free Towing 
� Hail Repair 
� Lifetime Warranty 

L A R R Y & J A N I E H O W A R D
( 7 1 9 ) 4 8 1 - 9 8 5 2

B R O O K E W O O D
D E V E L O P M E N T C O R P .
B u i l d e r o f f i n e c u s t o m h o m e s
Living and working in the area for 14 years
M o d e l s a v a i l a b l e
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For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Slash and mulch site open
The Black Forest Slash and Mulch site, located at the 
southeast corner of Shoup and Herring Roads in the Black 
Forest, will be open Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sun-
days from noon to 4 p.m., and every Tuesday and Thurs-
day evening from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The final day of 
operation this season will be Sunday, Sept. 16. Free mulch 
is available until then. 

The El Paso County Black Forest Slash and Mulch 
Program is a wildfire mitigation and recycling effort. 
The purpose is to teach and encourage residents to clear 
adequate defensible space surrounding their structures to 
reduce the spread of fire. For more information call the El 
Paso County Environmental Services Department, Solid 
Waste Management Division at 520-7878, Ruth Ann Steele 
at 495-3107 or visit http://bfslash.org. 

Monument Concerts in the Park,  
Wednesday evenings through Aug. 8

This popular summer concert series is happening Wednes-
day evenings, 7-9 p.m. at Limbach Park at the corner of 
Front and Second Streets, Monument. Come on down 
with a chair or blanket and a picnic, or purchase food and 
drink at the park. See the Community Calendar for the 
schedule of musicians. For more information, call Woody, 
481-3477.

2007 Summer Reading Programs  
for children through July 31

The Children’s Summer Reading Program at Pikes Peak 
Library District continues in July. More than storytimes, 
the program offers delightful discoveries for kids of 
all ages. Pick up a game card at your library and begin 
reading! Win prizes, coupons and a chance for $100 in a 
grand prize drawing. Register at your library or online 
at ppld.org. For more information, call the Monument 
Branch, 488-2370, or the Palmer Lake Branch, 481-2587.

“Through the Looking Glass”
opening reception, July 13 

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) will hold an open-
ing reception for their Juried Fine Art Photography and 
Glass Exhibition 2007 July 13, 6 to 9 p.m. The exhibit will 
run through Aug. 18. Also, in the Lucy Owens Gallery is 
“A Splash of Color–Masterworks in oil,” acrylic and wa-
tercolor by Robert Gray. TLCA is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m., and is located at 304 Highway 105 
in Palmer Lake. For more information, call 481-0475 or 
visit http://www.trilakesarts.org/events.html. 

Jubilant Bridge Concert at TLCA, July 14
Jubilant Bridge will be performing at the Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts TLCA July 14.  Doors open at 7 p.m. for a 7:30 
p.m. show. A dulcimer wizard and a pure-voiced poet are 
the heart and soul of Jubilant Bridge, a harmony-driven 
acoustic duo with a sparkling sound that is fresh and inno-
vative. Tickets are $12 TLCA members, $15 non-members 
and are available in Monument at The Wine Seller (481-
3019) and Covered Treasures Bookstore (481-2665) and in 
Palmer Lake at TLCA (481-0475). Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts is located at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. For in-
formation, visit http://www.trilakesarts.org/events.html. 

Sheriff’s Office Teen Academy, July 16-20
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office will hold its fourth 
annual Teen Academy the week of July 16-20, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The Teen Academy is designed to provide 
young adults with an opportunity to learn about the El 
Paso County Sheriff’s Office and its operations through 
classroom and hands-on experience. Some of the exciting 
courses will include Firearms Safety, Jail Operations, Use 
of Force/Officer Survival, SWAT operations, and Crime 
Scene Investigation. 

To attend the Teen Academy applicants must be be-
tween the ages of 14 to 17 by the beginning date of the 
Academy.  Applicants must be residents of El Paso County 
and regularly attend school in El Paso County. For further 
information, or to request an application, contact Deputy 
Matthew Stoneback at 520-7340 or Sgt. Jeanette Whitney 
at 520-7275.  Completed applications must be received by 
June 29, 5 p.m.

“Coffee and Conversation” with 
D-38 Superintendent Ray Blanch

Lewis-Palmer School District Superintendent Ray Blanch 
invites all interested residents to the “Coffee and Conver-
sation” series of public discussions at the following dates 
and locations this summer. 
• July 17, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Serranos Coffee Co. in 

the Safeway Shopping Center; 
• Aug. 3, 10 a.m.- noon at It’s A Grind Coffee House, 

15954 Jackson Creek Parkway;
• Aug. 10, 8:30- 10:30 a.m. at Speedtrap Coffee Bar, 84 

Highway 105, Palmer Lake.
Everyone is welcome to share comments, ask questions, 
and discuss issues related to schools, education and School 
District 38. For more information or to host a discussion at 
your location, call 785-4223.

Woodmoor Community 
Garage Sale, July 20-22

Don’t miss the big Woodmoor Community Garage Sale, 
July 20-22, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Over 50 homes are expected 
to participate.Maps will be available starting July 16th 
at www.trilakeshome.com and at all branches of Peoples 
Bank; Wesley Owens Coffee, 1773 Lake Woodmoor 
Drive; and Keller Williams realty office, 13710 Struthers 
Road in Gleneagle. Info: 481-1000.

Volunteers needed For El Paso County 
boards and commissions

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners (BOCC) is 
seeking volunteers to serve on several of its boards. Ap-
plications are due July 20.

Associate members who serve for one-year terms are 
needed for the Board of Adjustment. This board hears 
and decides on issues of physical variances related to the 
county zoning code.

At-large members who serve three-year terms are 
needed for the Citizen Outreach Group. This group advis-
es the BOCC on topics of concern, reaches out to citizens 
and facilitates communication between the BOCC and its 
constituents.

A 4-H representative and a food and nutrition repre-
sentative (must have knowledge in food safety and nutri-
tion) are needed to serve three-year terms on the Colorado 
State University Extension Advisory Committee. Com-
mittee members provide a link between extension and 
current or emerging issues of public concern in the areas 
of agriculture and natural resources, family and consumer 
science, horticulture, nutrition and youth development.

The Highway Advisory Commission needs an as-
sociate member to serve a one-year term. Commission 
members consider highway and road needs throughout 
the county.

An apartment representative who serves a five-year 
term is needed for the El Paso County Housing Authority 
to help promote the availability of dwellings in the county 
for persons of low to moderate income and advises the 
BOCC on the issuance of bonds for the acquisition, con-
struction, and rehabilitation of single- and multi-family 
residential housing to provide more affordable housing.  

The Park Fee Advisory Committee needs a land de-
veloper representative to serve a three-year term. Mem-
bers meet September through December to establish a 
park fee schedule.

The Placement Alternatives Commission of the De-
partment Human Services has openings for representa-
tives from the following areas: public health (must be a 
current employee of the El Paso County Department of 
Health and Environment), probation (must be a current 
employee of the Juvenile Probation Department), commu-
nity center board (must be a current employee of the local 
Community Center Board–Resource Exchange), health 
care professional (must work in the health care field), 
consumer (must have utilized the services of the Depart-
ment of Human Services in the past), an attorney, youth 
education/employment, private citizen and residential 
childcare facility. 

An associate member to serve a one-year term is 
needed on the Planning Commission where members re-
view planning petitions and make recommendations to the 
BOCC on land use requests, and prepare a master plan for 
unincorporated areas of the county. 

The volunteer application is located at 
www.elpasoco.com and can be accessed by clicking on the 

“Volunteer Boards” link. 
Send completed applications and any letters of inter-

est or résumés to:  
 Board of County Commissioners 
 Attn:  Fran St. Germain, 
  County Administration Manager
 27 E. Vermijo Avenue 
 Colorado Springs, CO  80903-2208
 Applications can also be faxed to: 520-6397 or emailed to: 
webmaster@elpasoco.com.
 For more information call 520-6436.

Teen Writer’s Contest ends July 21
Write an original short story in the style of a myth, fai-
rytale, or folktale. Entry forms are available online on the 
Teen Zone or at any library. Entries must be double-spaced 
and no more than 1,600 words. Submit to any PPLD branch 
by 6 p.m. July 21. High school and middle school winners 
will receive a $75 gift certificate to a local bookstore. For 
more information, call the Monument Branch, 488-2370, 
or the Palmer Lake Branch, 481-2587.

Town Mountain Bluegrass 
Concert  at TLCA, July 24

Town Mountain will be performing at the Tri-Lakes Cen-
ter for the Arts (TLCA) July 24.  Doors open at 7 p.m. 
for a 7:30 p.m. show. Based in Asheville, N.C., Town 
Mountain produces some of the finest “original bluegrass 
and roots country” music being made today.  The band 
took first place in 2005 at the RockyGrass Festival in 
Lyons. Bios, photos, and information can be viewed at 
www.townmountain.net. Tickets are $12 TLCA members, 
$15 non-members and are available in Monument at The 
Wine Seller (481-3019) and Covered Treasures Bookstore 
(481-2665) and in Palmer Lake at TLCA (481-0475). Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts is located at 304 Highway 105. 
For information, visit www.trilakesarts.org/events.html. 
D-38 Education Summits, July 25 & Aug. 8

School District 38 has scheduled two education summits 
to create a new strategic vision for the school district. The 
summits will be held July 25, 2 p.m., and Aug. 8, 6 p.m., 
at the district administration building, 146 Jefferson St. in 
downtown Monument. Each session will last approximate-
ly 90 minutes. For reservations and information, contact 
Robin Adair at 785-4223 or radair@lewispalmer.org.

Summer Reading Party, July 27
Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library is sponsoring a summer 
reading party for the Monument and Palmer Lake Librar-
ies Jul. 27, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Village Green 
at Palmer Lake, across from Town Hall. The event will 
feature food and drink, live animals, games and prizes, 
face painting, Moon Bounce, and fire trucks. For more 
information, call the Monument Branch, 488-2370, or the 
Palmer Lake Branch, 481-2587. 

Rocky Mountain Storytelling 
Festival and Workshops, July 27-28

This annual event opens July 27 at The Wildlife Experi-
ence Museum in Parker and continues at Palmer Lake 
Elementary School (115 Upper Glenway) July 28, 9 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. Some 
of the West’s best storytellers present workshops and 
concerts for children and adults, with stories reflecting 
this year’s Festival theme; “Southwestern Heritage.”  Full 
advance registration: adults $44, children $25. Individual 
events cost $5 and up. For more information and a free 
brochure, contact John Stansfield at PO Box 588, Monu-
ment, CO 80132; 303-660-5849 (Denver metro) or toll-free 
866-462-1727. Visit the festival Web site at www.colo-
performingartists.com/Festival.

Care packages for wounded 
troops, drop off July 27-28

Packages are being sent to Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center in Germany.Wounded military personnel come to 
the hospital directly from the war zone with no personal 
items. They need  lounge pants or sweats; grey or black 
T-Shirts (L or XL);  phone cards, CD players, and CDs; 
lotion, lip balm, deodorant, shampoo; magazines; soup, 
crackers, and other snacks. Please drop off items at Wal-
Mart, 16218 Jackson Creek Parkway, July 27 and 28.

For pickup or additional drop-off locations, call Boy 
Scout (Troop 524) Michael Nielsen, 487-9544.
Creative Crafters Show and Sale, Aug. 4 & 5
Creative Crafters’ Summer Showcase invites you to the 

Special Events and Notices
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Western Museum of Mining and Industry (WMMI), 225 
North Gate Blvd., for the Annual Craft Show and Sale 
Aug. 4, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Aug. 5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Find 
unique, original arts and crafts for home, garden, and gift-
giving. Come for the craft show and spend the day touring 
the grounds of WMMI, with 27 beautiful acres of rolling 
hills, streams, and trees. Enjoy a day of fun for the whole 
family, with arts and crafts booths, gold panning, outside 
mining exhibits, and much more. The museum is conve-
niently located just off I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, 
across from the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy. Cost is $2 with this notice. Does not include entrance 
into the museum building. For more information call 488-
3046 or e-mail ccsshows@earthlink.net. 

St. Peter Community Festival 
coming Aug. 24-26

Enjoy great food, beer, and entertainment. All events will 
be held at St. Peter Church, First and Jefferson Streets, 
downtown Monument. Watch for details next month.

American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11 
receives awards at state convention

The 88th Annual American Legion Department met in 
June in Longmont. Mike Christensen, the Tri-Lakes Post 
9-11 Commander, represented the post at the convention. 
The post won three awards: the Certificate for Outstand-
ing Service–Americanism for its members’ involvement 
in Memorial Day, Independence Day, Flag Day, Veterans 
Day, and 9-11 commemorative activities, plus a variety 
of other Americanism projects; the Operation 25K All 
Time High Post Award–Membership; and a 100 Percent 
Honor Ribbon for doubling in membership. In addition, 
Christensen and Eddie Kinney received certificates of 
appreciation for their success in increasing membership. 
There are over 4,000 eligible active-duty and retired mili-
tary personnel in the Tri-Lakes area. Tri-Lakes Post 9-11 
meets on the first Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., at the 
Depot Restaurant on Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. Come 
join them!

Chamber announces new 
“Golfing for Education” scholarship

The Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce has established a 
“Golfing for Education” scholarship that will be funded 
through the 2007 Golf Classic. The scholarship will be 
presented to a student attending Lewis-Palmer High 
School District 38 to assist in furthering his/her education 
upon graduation.

The 2007 Golf Classic will be held Aug. 10 at Kings 
Deer Golf Club. Registration begins at 7:30 a.m., with a 
shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.  Individual golfers play at $135 
and registration includes a cart, lunch, prizes and profes-
sional team photographs by Mark Kirkland Photography. 
For more information, contact the chamber at 481-3282.

Help for gardeners at Monument Library
The Colorado Master Gardeners and the Cooperative Ex-
tension, El Paso County will offer a help desk at the Monu-
ment Public Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Help 
will be available Wednesdays 2:30-8:30 p.m. throughout 
the growing season (April-August). Specific times and 
dates will be posted at the library. Gardening can be dif-
ficult in our area. The Master Gardeners working at this 
help desk live and garden in our community and want to 
help answer questions from local gardeners about how, 
what, and when to plant. Walk-ins are welcome. Bring in 
examples of your insects or disease problems, or drop by 
to brag about your successes. For more information, phone 
488-2370. 

The Library Channel
Tune into The Library Channel (Comcast 17) for live 
simulcasts of programs, videotaped presentations, or a 
schedule of library events. The Library Channel broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include 
story times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A com-
munity bulletin board of library events is shown between 
and after programs. Find the schedule online by going to 
ppld.org, and then click on the link “Happenings @ Your 
Library.” From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to 

search the schedule.
Senior Safety Program

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority and Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership, Senior Alliance, have developed 
a new Senior Safety Program. The free service includes 
installing and maintaining smoke detectors, a fire depart-
ment evaluation of seniors’ homes to identify and correct 
safety hazards and address seniors’ safety needs, and Vial 
of Life for in-home storage of medical information in case 
of emergency. For information, call Lisa Frasca, 488-3304, 
or e-mail lfrasca@tri-lakesfire.com.

County now accepting batteries and elec-
tronics at waste facility

The El Paso County Household Chemical Waste Collection 
Facility will now accept household batteries (AA, AAA, 
C, D and 9-volt) and many types of electronic equipment 
including computers, printers, small televisions, stereo 
and video components, and VCRs. More than 40,000 tons 
of electronic waste is discarded yearly. Some electronics 
contain lead, cadmium, broken glass, and mercury and 
can threaten the environment if not recycled. The facility 
is open year-round and accepts items such as paint, lawn 
and garden chemicals, automotive chemicals and prod-
ucts, and household products and cleaners. The facility 
is located at 3255 Akers Drive, and is open for drop-off 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday. For more recycling 
information, please call 520-7878.

Wildlife Masters in El Paso County
Do you wonder how to keep the deer from munching your 
freshly planted garden, how to get the skunk out from un-
der your deck without getting sprayed, or how to get the 
squirrels out of the attic? Colorado State University Coop-
erative Extension in El Paso County has a staff of trained 
Wildlife Masters to help you. Call the Master Gardener 
Help Desk, 636-8921, and you will be called promptly 
with an answer. A fact sheet will be sent to you by e-mail 
or regular mail. For information, call 636-8921 or e-mail 
csumg2@elpasoco.com.

Above: The Thaddeus White Trio at the 4th of July Palmer Lake Festival. The 
group was called back three times for an encore. The members are (L to R) 
Brian Keenan, bass guitar; Jordan “Thaddeus” White, lead guitar and vocals; 
and Andrew Ludwig-Meola, drums and percussion. They are all 2005 Lewis-
Palmer High School graduates. Photo by Patty Meola.

Snapshots of Our Community 

Elegant Champagne Brunch
 Information and photo provide by the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Bridge Groups hosted an elegant  champagne brunch  Sunday, 
June 24 for 12 lucky recipients at historic Estemere  mansion in Palmer Lake, home of Kim 
(pictured above) and Roger Ward.

The brunch was the bridge clubs’ donation at a silent auction sponsored by the Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club “Wine and Roses” charitable function in the fall of 2006. Shelley Pruett and 
Dan Franzen, who won the auction, invited 12 of their friends to enjoy the brunch, and a 
tour of Estemere  given by Roger Ward. Proceeds from this gala event went to charitable 
causes.

All china, crystal, and silver were from Gloria Ingram’s private collection. The brunch 
was prepared by co-chairmen Gloria Ingram and Sandra Coffee, Marina Nelson, Kim Ward, 
and Geri Weis. Servers were Ronnie Goldberg and Ruth Higgins. The  menu included  Mi-
dori, eggs Benedict, crab cakes Grand–Mere, chicken strudel, and port-poached pears, all 
served with  appropriate accompanying wines. A cheese board, assorted fruit and demi-
taisse coffee finished the seven course menu.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club currently has over 200 members and is incorporated as 
a non-profit organization exclusively for charitable and educational purposes. In the past 31 
years, it has proudly granted more than $500,000 to schools, fire and police departments 
and other non-profit 501(c) (3) organizations that provide services to residents within the 
boundaries of Lewis-Palmer School District 38. Cruisers car show in Monument June 10 

Photo by Kelly McGuire.
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-

check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee 

(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Jul. 10, 7 p.m. in the District 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Jul. 10, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., Jul. 
11, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, Wed., 
Jul. 11, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 12, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jul. 12, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jul. 16, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Jul. 17, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union 
Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Jul. 17, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Normally meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 
481-4053.

• D-38 “Coffee & Conversation” with Lewis-Palmer 
School Superintendent Ray Blanch, Tue., July 17, 10:
30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Serranos Coffee Company, Safeway 
Shopping Center, Monument. All interested residents are 
invited to this series of public discussions on education. 
Info: 785-4223.

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jul. 18, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680 or 599-4068. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Jul. 18, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Usually meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
3603.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 18, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, Thu., 
Jul. 19, 8:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 Second 
St. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Location rotates monthly. 
Info: 884 -8017.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Jul. 19, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 481-4886. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 19, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board Meeting, 
Mon., Jul. 23, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor 
Dr. Now meets 4th Monday each month. Info: 488-2694 
or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• D-38 Education Summit, Wed., July 25, 2 p.m., 146 
Jefferson Street in downtown Monument. School District 
38 has scheduled two education summits to create a new 
strategic vision for the school district. The second summit 
will be held Aug. 8, 6 p.m. Reservations and info: Robin 
Adair, 785-4223 or radair@lewispalmer.org.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 25, 4 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 25, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

• Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Jul. 25, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the 

bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
3303. 

• Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Authority Board Meeting, 
Wed., Jul. 25, following the fire district board meetings at 
Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument 
near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2312. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Jul. 
26 , 5:30 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west 
of Monument near the bowling alley. Verify time, date, 
and location at SDMS at (800)741-3254 or the district, 
488-2110. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Aug. 
2, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• D-38 “Coffee & Conversation” with Lewis-Palmer 
School Superintendent Ray Blanch, Fri., Aug. 3, 10 
a.m.-noon, It’s A Grind Coffee House, 15954 Jackson 
Creek Parkway. All interested residents are invited to 
this series of public discussions on education. Info: 785-
4223.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Aug. 6, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:30 
a.m. Stories and crafts for preschoolers ages 3-7. Check 
below for special Summer Reading Program events. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:30 
a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers and 
children. Check below for special Summer Reading 
Program events. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: 7-UP! Fun programs just for 
kids ages 7 years and up! Time Twist: Old-Time 
Toys & Games, Mon., Jul. 9, 2 p.m. What was life 
like for kids before TV and video games? Discover old-
fashioned fun! Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Super Tuesday: Super Science 
Sleuth, Tue., Jul. 10, 10:30 a.m. Unravel mysteries 
by analyzing evidence. Dust for fingerprints and take 
home your own fingerprint dusting kit. For elementary 
school children. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Teen Summer Reading Program: 
Mercenaries Medieval Combat Guild, Tue., Jul. 10, 
6:30 p.m. See a medieval weaponry demonstration that 
will bring to life the sounds and sights of sword fighting. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: The Emperor’s New Clothes 
with Birgitta DePree, Wed., Jul. 11, 10:30 a.m. Join 
award-winning Manitou Art Theater’s Birgitta DePree 
and her delightful one-woman theatrical salute to Hans 

Christian Anderson’s recent 200th birthday. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club, 
Wed., Jul. 11, 4-5:30 p.m. Registration required. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info & registration: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Teen Summer Reading Program: 
The Hogwarts Affair, Fri., Jul. 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Summoning all potential wizards going into their 6th, 7th, 
or 8th years of Middle-Muggle School! Meet other Harry 
Potter fans at this free party. Advanced registration is 
required! Absolutely NO class-crashers will be tolerated. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info & registration: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: 7-UP! Fun programs just for 
kids ages 7 years and up! Truth or Tricks, Mon., Jul. 
16, 2 p.m. Fool your friends and family, but don’t get 
fooled yourself! Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Super Tuesday: Bad Bear 
Detectives, Tue., Jul. 17, 10:30 a.m. In a zany show 
based on Daniel Pinkwater’s Bad Bear books, librarians 
transform into the madcap, muffin-craving polar bears 
Irving and Muktuk. Includes muffin recipes and a muffin 
craft to take home. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Whatever Happened to Stinky 
de LeRue? with Beth Epley, Wed., Jul. 18, 10:30 a.m. 
Somewhere, somehow, someone knows something. 
Discover the whereabouts of our fragrant femme fatale 
as we pick up her scent, and follow her trail. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library Super Tuesday: Spot the 
Difference, Tue, Jul. 24, 10:30 a.m. Do you know 
the difference between a tortoise and a turtle, a frog 
and a toad, a centipede and a millipede? Meet new 
animal friends from Mountain Aire Reptile Rescue and 
Sanctuary and take home a craft. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Bad Bear Detectives, Wed., 
Jul. 25, 10:30 a.m. In a zany show based on Daniel 
Pinkwater’s Bad Bears books, librarians are transformed 
into the madcap, muffin-craving polar bears Irving and 
Muktuk, who turn detective to solve a muffin theft and 
save themselves from jail. Includes muffin recipes and a 
muffin craft to take home. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 
66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Branch and Palmer Lake Libraries: 
Summer Reading Party, Fri., Jul. 27, 10:30 a.m.-12:
30 p.m., Village Green at Palmer Lake. Live animals, 
games & prizes, face painting, Moon Bounce, fire trucks, 
food & drink! Info: 488-2370 or 481-2587.

Adult programs 
• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts 

of programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule 
of Library events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include story 
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A 
community bulletin board of library events is shown 
between programs. Find the schedule online at ppld.org, 
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.” 
From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the 
schedule.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays, 6:
30-8:30 p.m. Informal conversation groups for adults 
with intermediate and advanced English skills. No 
registration needed. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated 
to empowering individual growth through life-long 
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. . 

• Monument Library “Ask the Expert” Summer 
Saturday Series: Rock Hounding for Precious Stones 
in Colorado, Sat., Jul. 7, 10-11 a.m. Find out the 
“wheres” and “hows” of real treasure hunting. It’s easier 
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than you think. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., Jul. 12 & Fri., Jul. 13, 1-5 p.m. Bone 
up on your driving skills & lower your insurance rates! 
Advance registration & $10 fee required. Must attend 
both days. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Registration & info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library “Ask the Expert” Summer 
Saturday Series: Backpacking 101, Sat., Jul. 14, 10-
11 a.m. REI explains the basics so that even a beginner 
can explore Colorado’s back country. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Jul. 20, 10-11:30 a.m. The July book is Anne 
of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery. Everyone 
is welcome to attend this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library “Ask the Expert” Summer 
Saturday Series: Backyard Grilling, Sat., Jul. 21, 10-
11 a.m. Discover the tricks of the trade and pick up some 
“goof-proof” recipes for your next party. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library “Ask the Expert” Summer 
Saturday Series: Colorado Birding, Sat., Jul. 28, 10-
11 a.m. Elizabeth Hacker teaches how to attract birds 
to your backyard and identify them when out hiking. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library History Buffs, Wed., Aug. 1, 1-3 
p.m. Read and discuss a book from a selected time in 
history. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Aug. 3, noon. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Contact 
the library for the August selection. Meets 1st Fri. 
each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library “Ask the Expert” Summer 
Saturday Series: Frugal Fashion, Sat., Aug. 4, 10-
11 a.m. Dress like a million bucks without spending it! 
Great ideas for finding good value and putting it together 
in winning ways. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

Monument Library Art Display: View a display of 
photographs and rocks from the Western Museum of 
Mining and Industry. Artist Beverly Brown exhibits a 
show of black and white photographs titled “Remains.” 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
•  Farmers Market, every Sat., 7 a.m.-1 p.m, Jun. 2-

Oct. 13, 2nd and Adams St., Monument. Shop for fresh 
produce, breads, crafts, and more.

• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon/Alateen Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, 
every Sat., 10:30-11:30 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, 
NE corner; 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit 
www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call 
the 24-hour answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock 
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, every Mon. 
& Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month, 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free 
bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy 
Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., California Casualty Building, 1650 
Telstar Dr. Improve your public speaking, leadership 
and meeting planning skills with Toastmasters. New 
members and visitors welcome. Info: visit 
www.d26toastmasters.org/airforceacademy or call John, 
439-3050; or Karen, 913-908-0048. 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Monument Monday 
Night Literature Study, every Mon., 7:30-8:30 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, 
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 
632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-

425-2666 (nationwide). 
• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 

9-10:10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or 
www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering 
service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 10285 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info: 
visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call Kirby, 
481-3738.

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45 a.m. 
Low Impact Cardio; Monument Hill Church, 18725 
Monument Hill Rd. YMCA members free, non- 
members $2 per class, first two trial classes are free. 
Info, 481-8728. 

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Jul. 10, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide 
organization provides mother-to-mother support for 
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Tue., Jul. 10, 6:30-9 p.m., location varies. 
Women building business relationships in a social 
atmosphere. Now meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 
Visit www.trilakesnetworkingteam.org or call Tammie 
Bishop, 599-9000.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Jul. 11, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Jul. 12, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior 
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. 
Free! Win prizes! Meets the 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Jul. 12, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• NEPCO (Northern El Paso County Coalition of 
Community Associations) General Meeting Sat., Jul. 
14, 10 a.m., “The Place,” 13990 Gleneagle Dr. The 
program concerns how HOAs can comply with recent 
state laws. Expert HOA attorney Lenard Rioth, one or 
two realtors, and Colorado legislative assistant Walter 
Paul will provide legal updates and case studies. All are 
welcome. Info: Bob Swedenburg, 481-2723. 

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Jul. 17, 7 
p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd., 
Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay, 
487-9362. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Jul. 17, 6-8 
p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. Dixie Cannon at 
559-2977. 

• Downtown Monument Art Hop, Thu., Jul. 19, 5-7 p.m. 
Art Hop is a celebration featuring art openings, food, 
live music, and special events. This month 13 galleries, 
restaurants, and boutiques in downtown Monument are 
participating in the Art Hop. Artist John DeFrancesco 
will do a demonstration painting 5-8 p.m. at Bella Art 
and Frame, 366 Second St. Art Hops are normally held 
the 3rd Thursday, May-October, with maps available all 
over town, especially in Historic Monument.

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition 
Meeting, Thu., Jul. 19, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 
W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail 
jorcstan@juno.com.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society, Thu., Jul. 19, doors 
open at 6:30 p.m., program begins at 7 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Noted historians 
Tom Noel, “Dr. Colorado,” and Debra Faulkner, authors 
of Colorado: An Illustrated History of the Highest State, 
will talk about their book, a colorful story of the land and 
its peoples. The authors will autograph copies of their 
book, which will be available for sale. Refreshments will 
be served. All are welcome. Info: 559-0837 or e-mail 
plhist@aol.com. 

• MOMS Club of Monument New Member Social, Fri., 
Jul. 20. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids! 

Meets the Fri. before the last Wed. of the month. Info: 
Erin Adair, 487-8624. 

• Womens Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Jul. 25, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-3282. 

• MOMS Club Colorado Springs North, Thu., Jul. 26. 
Come meet other stay at home moms and kids in 80921 
& 80908 zip codes. Playgroups and activities scheduled 
throughout the month. New Member Social held 4th Thu. 
each month. Info: Missy A., 487-7829. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Aug. 2, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay 
Reuteler, 488-3263.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Aug. 2 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at 
hockcf@aol.com. 

• NEW! First Friday Family Fun Night @ Monument 
Community Presbyterian Church, Fri., Aug. 3, 7-9 
p.m., 238 3rd St. All are invited to this new event on 
the first Friday each month–bring family, bring friends. 
Activities will alternate between a family-friendly movie 
and game night. Snacks will be available for a nominal 
fee. Info: 481-3902. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Aug. 6, 7 p.m., 
2500 East Hwy 105, Monument (4.3 miles East of 
I-25). Share concerns and success stories in a small 
group. Learn how you can become pain-free. Visitors 
and new participants always welcome. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: Lorna 
Searle, 481-3735.

American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Aug. 7, 6:
30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st Tue. 
each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Tri-Lakes YMCA Adult Softball League, Register 

Now! Games begin July 10. Info: 481-8728. 
• Monument Concert in the Park: The Strolling 

Scones, Wed., Jul. 11, 7-9 p.m., Limbach Park at the 
corner of Front Street and Second Street, Monument. 
Come on down with a chair or blanket and a picnic, or 
purchase food and drink at the park. Info: Woody, 481-
3477.

• TLCA “Through the Looking Glass” opening 
reception, Fri., Jul. 13, 6-9 p.m., 304 Highway 105 in 
Palmer Lake. Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) is 
holding an opening reception for their Juried Fine Art 
Photography and Glass Exhibition, which runs through 
Aug. 18. A exhibit featuring acrylic and watercolor by 
Robert Gray is on display in the Lucy Owens Gallery. 
TLCA is open Tuesday through Sunday, noon-4 p.m. 
Info: 481-0475 or visit http://www.trilakesarts.org/
events.html. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage featuring 
traveling folk singer Hank Cramer, Fri., Jul. 13, 7 
p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $5 general 
public, $3 Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Info: 
www.BlackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Outside Machinery Operations, Tue., Jul. 14, 10 
a.m. & 1 p.m. Hear the shrill whistle of the WMMI’s 
1928 Osgood Steam Shovel. Learn how compressed 
air locomotives replaced mules in hauling mountains of 
ore, and then see one rumble down the track. Enter the 
museum’s operating gold refinery and hear stories of the 
dangers of being a mill man. Cost: $8 adults, $7 AAA 
or military, $6 seniors or students, $4 children under 
12, free for museum members and children under age 
3. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of 
I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north 
entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: phone 
488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

• Jubilant Bridge Concert at TLCA, Sat., Jul. 14; doors 
open at 7 p.m. for a 7:30 p.m. show, Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake.
A dulcimer wizard and a pure-voiced poet are the 
heart and soul of Jubilant Bridge, a harmony-driven 
acoustic duo with a sparkling sound. . Cost: $12 TLCA 
members, $15 non-members. Buy tickets in Monument 
at The Wine Seller (481-3019) and Covered Treasures 
Bookstore (481-2665), in Palmer Lake at TLCA (481-
0475). Info: http://www.trilakesarts.org/events.html. 

• Monument Concert in the Park: John Adams with 
Randy Utterback, Wed., Jul. 18, 7-9 p.m., Limbach 
Park at the corner of Front Street and Second Street, 
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Monument. Come on down with a chair or blanket and 
a picnic, or purchase food and drink at the park. Info: 
Woody, 481-3477. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Outside Machinery Operations, Tue., Jul. 24, 10 
a.m. & 1 p.m. Hear the shrill whistle of the WMMI’s 
1928 Osgood Steam Shovel. Learn how compressed 
air locomotives replaced mules in hauling mountains 
of ore, and then see one rumble down the track. Enter 
the museum’s operating gold refinery and hear stories 
of the dangers of being a mill man. Cost: $8 adults, $7 
AAA or military, $6 seniors or students, $4 children 
under 12, free for museum members and children under 
age 3. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just 
off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from 
the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: 
phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

• Town Mountain Bluegrass Concert at TLCA, Tue., 
Jul. 24; doors open at 7 p.m. for a 7:30 p.m. show at 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Highway 
105 in Palmer Lake. The band, based in Asheville NC, 
took first place in 2005 at the RockyGrass Festival in 
Lyons, CO. Visit www.townmountain.net for bios, 
photos, etc. Cost: $12 TLCA members, $15 non-
members. Buy tickets in Monument at The Wine Seller 
(481-3019) and Covered Treasures Bookstore (481-
2665); in Palmer Lake at TLCA (481-0475). Info: 
http://www.trilakesarts.org/events.html. 

• Monument Concert in the Park: The String Dudes, 
Wed., Jul. 25, 7-9 p.m., Limbach Park at the corner of 
Front Street and Second Street, Monument. Come on 
down with a chair or blanket and a picnic, or purchase 
food and drink at the park. Info: Woody, 481-3477. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage featuring 
Denver Irish/Scottish pub band Gobs O’Phun, 
Fri., Jul. 27, 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 
12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. 
$5 general public, $3 Black Rose Acoustic Society 
members. Info: www.BlackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-
3660.

• Care packages for wounded troops, Fri. & Sat., July 
27-28, Monument Wal-Mart. Packages are being sent 
to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany. 
Wounded military personnel come to the hospital 
directly from the war zone with no personal items. 
They need lounge pants or sweats, grey or black T-
shirts (L or XL), phone cards, CD players and CDs, 
lotion, lip balm, deodorant, shampoo, magazines, 
soup, crackers, and other snacks. Drop off items at 
Wal-Mart, 16218 Jackson Creek Parkway. For pick up 
or additional drop-off locations, call Boy Scout (Troop 
524) Michael Nielsen, 487-9544.

• Rocky Mountain Storytelling Festival and 
Workshops, Sat., Jul. 28, 9 a.m.-9:30 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Elementary School, 115 Upper Glenway. This 
annual event opens Fri., Jul. 27, at The Wildlife 
Experience Museum in Parker and continues Saturday 
at Palmer Lake Elementary School. Registration 
begins at 8 a.m. Full advance registration: Adults 
$44, Children $25. Individual events cost $5 and 
up. Info: John Stansfield, PO Box 588, Monument, 
CO 80132; 303-660-5849 (Denver metro) or toll-free 
866-462-1727. Visit the festival website, www.colo-
performingartists.com/Festival.

• Monument Concert in the Park: The Mitguards, 
Wed., Aug. 1, 7-9 p.m., Limbach Park at the corner of 
Front Street and Second Street, Monument. Come on 
down with a chair or blanket and a picnic, or purchase 
food and drink at the park. Info: Woody, 481-3477.

• Creative Crafters Show and Sale, Sat., Aug. 4, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. & Sun., Aug. 5, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Western Museum 
of Mining and Industry (WMMI), 225 North Gate Blvd. 
Come enjoy the craft show and spend the day touring 
the grounds of WMMI. Bring the whole family. Cost: 
$2 per person with this ad. The museum is located just 
off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from 
the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: 
call 488-3046, or visit www.ccsshows.com, or e-mail 
ccsshows@earthlink.net. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Outside Machinery Operations, Tue., Aug. 7, 10 
a.m. & 1 p.m. Hear the shrill whistle of the WMMI’s 
1928 Osgood Steam Shovel. Learn how compressed 
air locomotives replaced mules in hauling mountains 
of ore, and then see one rumble down the track. Enter 
the museum’s operating gold refinery and hear stories 
of the dangers of being a mill man. Cost: $8 adults, $7 
AAA or military, $6 seniors or students, $4 children 
under 12, free for museum members and children under 

age 3. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just 
off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from 
the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: 
phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

Monument Concert in the Park: Chuck Pyle, Wed., 
Aug. 8, 7-9 p.m., Limbach Park at the corner of Front 
Street and Second Street, Monument. This is the last 
concert of the 2007 series. Come on down with a chair 
or blanket and a picnic, or purchase food and drink at 
the park. Info: Woody, 481-3477.

To have your event listed in Our Community Calendar, 
please call 488-3455, or send the information to our_
community_calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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FOR BEAUTIFUL
WINDOWS�
THE CHOICE IS
CRYSTAL CLEAR!

ASK ABOUT OUR
JULY SPECIAL...
FREE ADDED
SERVICES.

360-9559

Kolleen Conley, MA, LMT, CNMT 
Specializing in Therapeutic Rehab  

Massage and Repetitive Motion Injuries. 
Certified Corporate Massage Therapist 

(719) 271-8739 
236 N. Washington (Chapala North)

FREE
workstation 
consultation
with a  
purchased
massage package

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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10% OFF Dry Cleaning*

10% OFF Alterations*

*With Coupon. Good Through 7/31/07.

� Dry Cleaning 
� Full-Service  

Laundry 
� Leather and  

Suede Cleaning 

� Wedding Gowns 
� Expert Alterations 
� One-Day Service 
� One-Hour Service 

on Many Items 

1736 Lake Woodmoor Drive ~ 481-4252
Near Tri-Lakes Printing, Fitness Architects and the Library

 1445 Cipriani Loop ~ 481-0490
NEW LOCATION near the restaurants off Hwy 105 at Knollwood 

Home Delivery Available 

BASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHING 
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or  
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
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PIKES
PEAK

RODEO
BIBLE
CAMP

LOCATION:
20250 Black Forest 
Rd. Black Forest, 

CO, 80908 
DATES:

July 25-28, 2007 
PLEASE 

CONTACT:
Mike Sigler 

(719) 495 � 1222 
MiSigler@aol.com
Presented By:
His Outfit Chapter 

of FCC 
Sponsored By:

Abundant Life 
Church, Monument 
Co., Mike�s Small 
Engine Repair and 

Cornerstone
Boundary

Consultants.
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